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Helping those in need in China 

New group of mostly gay Asian 
men seeks funds to aid HIVers. 

page 20 

Seeking justice for LGBTs 

A diverse group of activists 
fight for rights on many fronts. 

see Pride section 

Pride poster boy 

Celebrity grand marshal 

Alan Cumming interviewed. 

see Arts section 



Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 



A portion of 
Gilbert Baker's 
rainbow flag 
makes its way 
down Market 
Street at last 
year's LGBT 
Pride Parade. 


hoose carefully or recklessly, go to parts of every¬ 
thing or ration your time, but this year’s exten¬ 
sive menu of Pride activities means there are no 
excuses for staying home. 

2004 is the 34th anniversary of the San Fran¬ 
cisco LGBT Pride Parade and Celebration, and 
its theme of “Out 4 Justice” promises not just a 
party-packed weekend for all segments of the LGBT com: 


munity, but an emphasis on the political aspects of being les¬ 
bian, gay, bisexual, or transgender in today’s spciety. 

As the community has gained visibility, Pride festivities 
everywhere have been criticized for becoming too corporate 
and devoid of any meaning. 

It’s different this year, in part because of the national cli¬ 
mate, but also because SF Pride has been making efforts, to 
highlight the LGBT community’s battles and gains. 


“It’s one of those things that always comes and goes,” said 
Pride President Joey Cain. “In the mid-1970s, Pride became 
more about parties than politics. Then AIDS hit, and Pride 
got political again, for a little while at least.” 

With the right-wing currently in power and making dras¬ 
tic changes to policies in America, said Cain, there was “no 
way” Pride could avoid being political this year, and not just 
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Mistrial declared in 
Araujo murder case 

Manslaughter, trans-panic defense rejected, D.A. says 


by Zak Szymanski 


F amily members sobbed and ran out of a Hayward 
courtroom on Tuesday, June 22, when Alameda 
County Superior Court Judge Harry Sheppard de¬ 
clared a mistrial in the murder case against the 
three men accused of killing East Bay transgender teenag¬ 
er Gwen Araujo. 

Araujo, 17, was born as a male named Edward but lived 
her life as a female since the age of 14. She was killed at a 
house party in Newark in October 2002 by a group of men 
- two of whom she reportedly had sex with - after they 
discovered that she was biologically male. Witness testi¬ 
mony described how the defendants - Jason Cazares, 


Michael Magidson, and Jose Merel, all 24 - speculated for 
days if not weeks about Araujo’s gender before deciding 
one night to confirm their suspicions by ordering that her 
genitalia be revealed. Allegedly over a period of several 
hours, Araujo was beaten, restrained, and strangled before 
her body was driven to the Sierra foothills and her killers 
went out to breakfast at McDonald’s. 

On Tuesday, jurors informed the court that they were 
deadlocked on the first-degree murder conviction for all 
three defendants, and after extensive questioning by Shep¬ 
pard, it was determined that further deliberations would 
not be helpful. 

The inability to arrive at unanimous verdict means the 
case will now have to be retried, which the district attor- 
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MEET YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND 


Feel good! Sleep better! 
Look your best! Can't wait 
until our next session! 
Imagine that! 


SUTTER DENTAL 

SPA & SEDATION DENTISTRY 


We are Delta Dental Providers. Patient financing is available. 


DOWNTOWN GLEN PARK 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 2790 Diamond Street 

(415) 986-6223 (415) 585-1500 


Castro Gulch 
2352 Market St. 

San Francisco, CA 94114 

City Entertainment 

960 Folsom St 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

Cory’s Smoke Shop 
2408 Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Golden Gate #3 
739 El Camino Real 
Redwood City, CA 94063 


Golden Gate #5 
10601 San PabtoAve. 

El Cenrito, CA 94530 

Golden Gate #3 
739 El Camino Real 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

Golden Gate #5 
10601 San PabtoAve. 

El Cerrito, CA 94530 

Goldies 1 
201 N. 12th St 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


2 Does Your Mother Know 

2138 Del Paso Blvd. 4079 18th Street 

Sacramento, CA95815 San Francisco, CA94114 

Hilltop Books j a g Uar 

2131 Hilltop Dr. 405718th Street 

Redding, CA 96001 San Francisco, CA 94114 

Hollywood Books Rock Hard 

5686 Telegraph Ave. 51 8 Castro Street 

Oakland, CA 94609 San Francisco, CA 94114 


System JO 


The Best PERSONAL LUBRICANT in the world 


GET FAST RELIEF FROM... 

• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankie Pain 

• Headaches • Muscle & Joint Aches 

• Sciatica • Auto Injuries &. Work Comp Cases 

Located on the Muni K Line. 

Easy street parking • Evening & weekend hours 

Advantage Chiropractic 

• PAIN RELIEF CENTER • 

Call today for a free consultation 

m- 587-7000 B 

2445 Ocean Ave. (1/2 Block East of Junipero Serra) 


AESTHETIC DENTISTRY © LASER WH ITEN I NC 
VENEERS © PERIODONTAL THERAPY © IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN © INVISIBLE BRACES 


Dyke March Saturday 


BARRY WITT, DDS 


by Zak Szymanski 


H H S ith tens thousands of 
women in attendance, 
W W San Francisco’s Dyke 
March is considered one of the 
largest gatherings of dykes on the 
planet, and the anti-corporate, 
political, non-permitted annual 
street takeover begins this year 
with a rally in Dolores Park at 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, June 26. The 
march kicks off around 7 p.m., 
winding through the Mission and 
spilling out into the Castro. 

The Dyke March, first found¬ 
ed as an impromptu response to 
the 1993 March on Washington’s 
perceived male-centric focus, has 
grown to include events around 
the globe, although San Francis¬ 
co’s is traditionally the largest. 

All dykes and women are wel¬ 
come to participate. With the in¬ 
creased visibility of genderqueer 
and transgender-identified dykes, 
everybody has the right and re¬ 
sponsibility to decide whether 
they belong in this hard-fought- 
for space, organizers said. 

“We used to say ‘women only,’ 
but not everyone with relevant 
histories or experiences identifies 
that way; some say ‘woman is a 
construct,’ others may have trans 
identities that overlap,” said Tina 
D’Elia, a Dyke March organizer. 
“It’s about someone’s right to self- 
identify and also say, ‘I know I am 
a part of this, and belong here.’” 

But such inclusiveness is not to 
be abused. 

“We continue to demand a 
space to have our Dyke March 
and rally free of men. In other 


CHRIS BONIN, DDS 


words, we ask that men not par¬ 
ticipate, but rather that our 
brothers support us from the 
sidelines,” said a statement on the 
group’s Web site. “We understand 
dyke identity to include those of 
us who are questioning and chal¬ 
lenging gender constructs im¬ 
posed by the mainstream and do 
not necessarily identify as 
women. We also welcome all 
women who want to support 
dykes to march with us.” 

Participants should prepare 
themselves for unapologetic pro¬ 
gressive political displays, full and 
partial nudity, and celebratory 
cheers from the sidelines and 
apartments that overlook the 
march. This year’s theme is “Up¬ 
rooting Racism” and like years 
past will stand against war, hate, 
homophobia, misogyny, sexism, 
and all forms of oppression. This 
year’s stage includes speeches and 
multicultural drag, spoken word, 
dance, and music performances 
by Gwen Avery, The Woodyz, 
Omeyocan, Chi Chi Palace, 
Harlem Shake, Raks A1 Tasneem, 
Frankie and the Frankettes, 


Fresh!, Ida Red and Brenda Craw¬ 
ford, Elana Dykewomon, Jewelle 
Gomez, Happy Hyder, and Kirya 
Traber of Youth Speaks. 

A younger crowd than usual 
has put Dyke March 2004 togeth¬ 
er; its founding mothers have 
passed the reigns and are assisting 
with the event, said D’Elia. Also 
new this year is the strategic 
march lineup: the Women’s Mo¬ 
torcycle Contingent will be fol¬ 
lowed by the carrying of the ban¬ 
ner, which will be followed by a 
cable car that holds disabled par¬ 
ticipants. Disabled walkers, 
“Dykes with Tykes,” a flatbed DJ 
truck, and sober contingents are 
next in line, and then come up to 
50,000 marchers. Elder and dis¬ 
abled dykes may also choose a 
free ride to a viewing stand on 
Dolores Street; signs in the park 
will direct them to the pick-up 
point. 

Volunteers are still needed for 
two-hour shifts; contact dyke- 
marchvolunteer@yahoo.com. 

For more information on this 
year’s Dyke March, visit 
www.dykemarch.org. ▼ 

FREE YOURSELF 

FROM 

UNWANTED HAIR 

PERMANENTLY 

JOHN FRIZZELL 

REGISTERED ELECTR0L0GIST 

(415) 626-2729 

WWW.CASTROELECTROLOGY.COM 


Martin Syector 

... with you every rep of the way 

Certified Personal Trainer / Weight Manager 
Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 
Email: TrainerMartin@SBCglobal.net 


...or are you getting the same treatment 

TIME AFTER TIME? 

We invite you to experience 

compassionate chiropractic care 

in the comfort of our beautiful home in the Mission. 

Active Release Technique 
Sports Chiropractic 
Soft Tissue Injuries 
Joint Injuries/Pain 
Headaches/Neck Pain 

I GORMAN >3 RIZZO | 

COMPASSIONATE CHIROPRACTIC CARE 

415 . 642.4363 

2762 21ST STREET IN THE MISSION 
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Porcelain Veneers 


Tooth Colored Fillings 


450 Sutter. Suite 1229 
San Francisco. CA . 
(415)982-2250 
VBDDS@pacbell.net 

Most Credit Cards and insurance Accepted 


Teeth Whitening 


Have a Great Gay Pride Weekend 

Then call me and have Pride in your fitness the rest of the year 


Put the Spotlight on 

Career • Life • Professional 
Coaching 

• Change Behaviors • Create your Passions 
• Make Better Choices 


Rob Lane, MBA _ 

4 ] 5.928.8097 coachrobsftonyc@sbcglobal.net 


Dr. Tommy Nguyen 

CHIROPRACTOR 

American College of Sports Medicine 

Neck Problems • Back Problems 
Car Accidents • Whiplash 
Sports Injuries • Rehabilitation 
Work Injuries 

(408) 569-2060 • (408) 274-6862 
ttnguyen_74@yahoo.com 

Office Hours by Appoint me nf 

Adjusting the South Bay 


A Great Smile 
Leaves a Lasting 
Impression 


Cosmetic, Restorative 
& Preventative Dentistry 


I enjoy working with men and women of all 
ages - especially those new to exercise. 

At your Home, Gym, or Private Studio. 

Call today and let's get started! 

Mention Gay Pride and receive a free fitness 
gift and consultation (Offer good thru 7 / 7 ) 


415 550.0850 www.LastingFitness.com 


Bob Weinhold Certified Personal Trainer 


Victor 

Barcelona, DDS 



Spirit 

Healing for the 

Whole Person l—55-L—I 

Steven Armstrong 

Spiritual Counseling 
Prayer, Meditation & Ritual 
Gay & Straight Marriage 
415 255 6339 Workshops & Tutorials 


Christian Smith 

Sexual Counseling 
Body Image 
Exercise and Diet 
Relationships 


www.joyfullight.org/bodyandspirit.html 


SERVING ALL YOUR SAN FRANCISCO REAL ESTATE NEEDS 



■ First time buyers 

■ Existing owners 

■ 1031 Exchanges 

■ Commercial Properties 


Duncan Wheeler 

Realtor 
MSWMMM 


415.279.5127 

www.duncanwheeler.com 
email me at duncan@monkey3.com 


News in brief 


by Cynthia Laird 
GGBA expo event today 

The Golden Gate Business As¬ 
sociation, the nation’s first LGBT 
chamber of commerce, will host 
its third annual “Pride Business 
Expo” today (Thursday, June 24) 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
LGBT Community Center, 1800 
Market Street, in San Francisco. 

The event will include semi¬ 
nars and lectures on various top¬ 
ics aimed at helping business 
owners grow their businesses. Jim 
Freeman, of IBM, will join Trea¬ 
surer Susan Leal as the keynote 
speaker. About 20 businesses will 
participate in the expo. 

Tickets for the expo are $40 for 
GGBA members and $50 for non¬ 
members. There will also be a raf¬ 
fle drawing, and Hairspray star 
Keala Settle will join co-star Bruce 
Vilanch for a laugh or two and to 
draw the winning numbers. Settle 
will also sing “Good Morning Bal¬ 
timore,” the opening number of 
the Tony Award-winning musical, 
now on tour and playing in San 
Francisco. 

For more information, visit 
www.ggba.com. 

In other news, GGBA an¬ 
nounced Monday, June 21 that it 
had received the Chamber 
Achievement Award from the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce. The award was pre¬ 
sented at NGLCC’s conference in 
Washington, D.C. last week. 

“To be recognized by NGLCC 
for our place in history as the na¬ 
tion’s first gay and lesbian cham¬ 
ber of commerce is a great honor 
indeed,” said GGBA President Jim 
Cherry. 

Tranny March Friday 

An unprecedented Trans 
March is scheduled to be held Fri¬ 
day, June 25. The group will meet 
at Dolores Park at 5 p.m. and 
begin marching to Civic Center at 
7. Upon arriving near City Hall, 
there will be a ceremony inaugu¬ 
rating the first “Trans Altar” to 
honor, chronicle, and celebrate the 
struggles, sacrifices, and accom- 

Correction 

In the photo on page 26 in 
the June 17 Bay Area Re¬ 
porter of people at the Stop 
AIDS Project's Geezers Ball, 
the caption misidentified the 
men. Don Weinger is on the 
left; Christopher Friday is on 
the right. We regret the 
error. 


plishments of the community. 

“What started off as a grass¬ 
roots rally is turning into two his¬ 
torical events,” said community 
activist Cecilia Chung, one of the 
event organizers and a member of 
the Pride Committee. 

Chung added that the altar 
would become a permanent art 
exhibit for future Pride celebra¬ 
tions in San Francisco. 

“The Pride Committee is excit¬ 
ed to present the Trans Altar at 
our event this year as a way to 
honor and celebrate the transgen¬ 
der community in all its beauty 
and humanity,” said Pride board 
President Joey Cain. 

The event is sponsored by sev¬ 
eral organizations, including the 
San Francisco Pride Celebration 
Committee, the LGBT Communi¬ 
ty Center, the Remembering Our 
Dead Project, the Harvey Milk 
LGBT Democratic Club, and the 
Transgender Law Center. 

The march is being held to 
bring visibility to the transgender 
community and to build connec¬ 
tions within the diverse aspects of 
the community. 

For more information, call 
(415) 585-0545 or e-mail trans- 
march@sfteam.org. 

Trikone Pride events 

Trikone, a queer South Asian 
organization in the Bay Area, will 
host its annual dance party and 
parade contingent this weekend. 
The dance party takes place Friday, 
June 25 from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. at 
the Soluna Cafe and Lounge, 272 
McAllister Street at Larkin in San 
Francisco. The cover charge is $7 
before 11 p.m. and $10 afterwards. 

Trikone will also have a contin¬ 
gent in Sunday’s LGBT Pride Pa¬ 
rade and a booth at the festival. 
Through its social and political 
activities, Trikone offers a sup¬ 
portive environment where queer 
South Asians can meet, make con¬ 
nections, and promote awareness 
and acceptance of their sexuality 
in society. 

For more information on the or¬ 
ganization, visit www.trikone.org. 

EDC silent auction 

The Eviction Defense Collabo¬ 
rative, a legal assistance provider 
for tenants facing homelessness, is 
hosting its annual silent auction 
fundraising event Friday, June 25 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Center, 1187 Franklin 
Street at Geary in San Francisco. 
Music begins at 6:30 p.m. and bids 
will be accepted until 8. Some of 
the auction items available include 
tickets to plays, the opera, and bal¬ 
let; artwork by local artists; a 


membership to City Car Share; 
private tennis and yoga lessons; 
and much more. 

EDC was incorporated in 1999 
to meet the needs of city residents 
facing eviction from their home. 
It is funded in part by grants from 
the San Francisco Department of 
Human Services, Catholic Chari¬ 
ties, the Mayor’s Office on Hous¬ 
ing, and private donations. 

For more information on Fri¬ 
day’s event, call (415) 431-8831. 
For EDC’s office hours and other 
information, visit www.hrcsf.org 
and click on the “links” button. 

Dance studio open house 

In honor of Pride 2004, 
Metronome Ballroom is opening 
its doors to new dancers in the gay 
community with a same-sex open 
house Saturday, June 26 from 1 to 
3 p.m. Participants will learn three 
dances (salsa, country-western 
two-step, and Argentine tango), 
have fun, and meet new people at 
the event, which is free. Staff said 
that the workshop is perfect for 
students who would like to sam¬ 
ple what Metronome offers. 
Metronome is located at 1830 
17th Street, at DeHaro in San 
Francisco. For more information, 
call (415) 252-9000 or visit 
www.metronomeballroom.com. 

Light up the night for 
breast cancer 

Pink Saturday won’t be the 
same this year thanks to a new 
benefit for the Breast Cancer 
Emergency Fund. Local resident 
and longtime BCEF supporter 
Gary Virginia has come up with 
yet another unique fundraising 
idea: pink-lighted faux ice cubejr 
that can be purchased for a $5 do¬ 
nation to BCEF. 

The waterproof pink ice cubes, 
which can blink or stay lighted, 
will illuminate any beverage and 
are in limited supply. Stamped 
with “SF Gay Pride” on one side, 
they are a collector’s item this 
Pride weekend, Virginia noted. 
Cubes will be available starting at 
8 p.m. June 26 outside the Edge 
bar, 18™ and Collingwood streets. 

Virginia is organizing the event 
through Krewe de Kinque, a char¬ 
ity and social organization he 
launched on Mardi Gras night in 
February. Similar to the krewes in 
New Orleans and other cities, KDK 
uses the traditions and themes of 
Mardi Gras to host various events. 

“For the price of a cocktail, par- 
tygoers can own a unique memen¬ 
to while bringing light to a person 
battling breast cancer,” said Virginia. 

For more information on the 
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A real street address 

Receipt of UPS* and other 
courier packages 

Call-in MallCheck™ 

Mail holding & forwarding 
24-hour mailbox access 


Did you know the UPS* retail rate offered at 
The UPS Store™ is often better than prices at 
the U.S. Post Office? 


2443 Fillmore (at Jackson) 
415.922.6245 tel 

182 Howard (at Main) 
415.495.6963 Tel 

2370 Market Street (at Castro) 
415.431.0121 Tel 


Rales calculated 10/1/03. UPS tales are the UPS Retail Rate lot (bound and include a fuel surcharge ol 1.5%, which is 
subject to change. Each UPS domestic package or international shipment is automatically protected by UPS against loss 
01 damage up to a value of 5100 (US). For more information see the terms and conditions on www ups .com. Priority 
Mail and Parcel Post rates include the published charge of $2.20 which provides up to $100 indemnity coverage for a 
lost, rifled or damaged article. Prices subject to residual shape surcharge. See www.tisps.cnm for mote information. All 
rates subject In change Prinrily Mail and Patent Posl ate registered trademarks of the United Stales Post Office. 

'52004 Mail Boxes Etc.. Inc. 43294A3562 03.04 


You can get a lot out of 
one of our mailboxes. 


From: San Francisco, CA 

To: Denver, CO 


5-lb. Residential Package 

10-lb. Residential Package 

UPS* Ground 

$8.97 

$10.20 

Priority Mail® 

$11.50 

$15.20 

Parcel Post* 

$9.95 

$13.21 
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Vaflejo Volkswagen was founded as Ogden Imports in 1970 as a family owned 
Business. Originally we had Hillman, Fiat, and Triumph and Volvo autos. Our motto 
then and now has always been "Quality Without Compromise." 

In 1995 we acquired the VW franchise and changed our name but not the way 
we do business. We treat our employees and customers like family and it shows. 
Our employees have been with us an average of 18 years. And, our customer's 
children have come in to buy their first car here. 

Why buy from me? 

I have been with Ogden Imports/Vallejo Volkswagen for 19 years. One of the 
advantages of a family owned dealership is our low overhead and hands-on 
management which saves you time, money and aggravation. 

In addition to being the Internet Sales Manager, I am also the Service Manager! 
So, the vehicle you buy from me was also inspected by me. I have every vehicle 
checked through 'car fax' so there are no surprises! 

When I quote a price, that's it. No going back and forth with a mystery manager. 
-Don Meyers 


Drivers wanted. 


Vallejo Volkswagen 


QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE SINCE 1970 

Authorized Volkswagen retailer offers you: 

• #7 in Northern California for customer satisfaction in both sales and service . 

• Low overhead means great pricing! • Large selection of pre-owned certified Volkswagens. 

' Large availability of Domestic, European and Asian vehicles • Full detail servicing available on all automobiles 

• Paint-less dent repair available on all automobiles 

Check us out at: www. vallejovw. com or come by for a visit at: 

1401 Sonoma Blvd. • Downtown Vallejo • 707-643-5686 


Don, Donny & Madison 
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Medical dint* 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermologie 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 


Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 


You’re Queer. We’re Here! 

smrn 

r*"% 
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Law Office of Robert B. Jobe - Immigration & Nationality Law 
(415) 956-5513 M-F 9am-5pm, except 12-lpm. jobelaw@jobelaw.com 


The Law Office of Robert B. Jobe has successfully represented more 
than a thousand people, from all over the world, fleeing persecution or 
account of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, sexual 
orientation, HIV-status and (trans)gender identity. 



WORKPLACE CONFLICTS 
COUNSELOR 
Robert L. Mueller, JD 


workwoes.com 
(415) 282-0395 
Do you endure 


Free Discussion: 
Monday, July 26 
7:00 pm 
Noe Valley Ministry 
021 Sanchez Street 


ry J 

eet^/ 


difficult co-workers, bosses, work 
changes or even a harasser? Robert Mueller's mission is 
to walk the distressed employee out of what is typically a 
state of artificially induced confusion and self-doubt into 
a place of clarity, strength and grace. 

Robert Mueller, JD possesses over twenty years of experience in 
advising distressed employees in virtually all workplace settings 
- public and private sectors, offices, services and construction. 
Covering professionals, support staff, intellectuals, and creative 
individuals. 


m 


RANDY 

SOWDER 


Buying or selling? Go 
with a real estate agent 
you can trust to look 
out for YOUR best 
interests. Serving all of 
San Francisco, Randy 
is committed 100% to 
serving his clients 
needs.-— 



415.695.0552x109 
4040 24th Street 
San Francisco, CA9411^ 
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www.RandySowder.com 

1 Raidy^Ra^idySowJer.com 





Self-Tanner Problems? 

ML 

Use Original 


Mystic Tan 

Mystic Tan 
Information Line 

415 4MYSTIC 
(469.7842) 

The One That Works. 

Great Tan 

2675 Geary Bivd @> Masonic 
(FREE parking. Lot 0 off OTarrell) 

415.922.2214 

www.gr8tan.com 

A"" 

\ Sorrento Sun Center r * r * T 

J 329 Noe St. near Market L3 K C A 1 


M 415.701.1080 Tiki 

^ www.sorrentosun.com | |\| 



‘Celebrating our Champions’ 


Bar owner alleges a 
competitor is behind 
the racist claims 


T he Lesbian Health Research Center hosted its gala benefit in San Francisco June 19 , following a 
daylong health conference. Awardees included, from left: Brenda Crawford, Community Leadership 
Award; Esther Rothblum, Ph.D., Lesbian Health Research Award; Supervisor Bevan Dufty, Civic 
Leadership Award; and Jan Zivic, Philanthropic Excellence. At right is event co-chair Jan Corlett, Ph.D. 
Zivic's shoes (which Dufty is holding) were so admired that she auctioned them on the spot, raising $500 
for LHRC. The center is affiliated with the University of California, San Francisco. 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


1 ip he owner of two Castro bars 
: J). being accused of racial and 
1 gender-based discrimina¬ 
tion said this week the charges are 
part of a smear campaign 
launched by his competitors who 
lost out on the purchase of the 
Pendulum, the Castro’s only 
African American bar. 

Last week, a group of multi¬ 
ethnic gay men made the charges 
against Les Natali, who owns SF 
Badlands and the Detour. They 
have filed complaints with the 
city’s Human Rights Commission 
and the state Alcoholic Beverage 
Control. They are seeking to have 
Natali’s liquor licenses revoked 
and his bar practices changed. 

A separate group of gay black 
leaders have also come forward 
with concerns about Natali’s pur¬ 
chasing the Pendulum. They fear 
they will lose the only place they 
feel welcomed at in the Castro if 
Natali acquires ownership of the 
bar. 

In a letter to the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter, Natali said other Castro 
business owners who had wanted 
to buy the Pendulum are orches¬ 
trating the accusations against 
him. In January, after the Pendu¬ 
lum’s owner had accepted his bid, 
Natali said the seller’s attorney 
warned him that another party 
bidding for the Pendulum threat¬ 
ened to take steps to prevent or in¬ 
terfere with Natali’s purchase of 
the bar. 



Les Natali 


Natali claims he was given the 
option of withdrawing his offer. 
But, believing the threats would 
not materialize and seeing no le¬ 
gitimate reason to do so, he went 
forward with buying the bar. 

“Clearly, the other parties who 
tried to buy the Pendulum were 
angry when they learned that the 
bar would be sold to me and not 
to them,” wrote Natali. “Now we 
are seeing a smear campaign - a 
well-financed, well-orchestrated, 
smear campaign. Unfortunately, 
some well-intentioned people are 
unwittingly being used as pawns 
in what is an issue of competition, 
not discrimination.” 

Calvin Gipson, who founded 
and leads the Black Rap Forum, 
said his group has been working 
independently for months voicing 


concerns about Natali’s buying 
the Pendulum. As for Natali’s 
comments, he told the B.A.R. that 
the letter is “weak.” 

“Once again Les is attempting 
to control black people. Slavery is 
over. We can speak for ourselves,” 
said Gipson. 

Don Romesburg, a spokesman 
for the first group, which refers to 
itself as IsBadlandsBad.com, said 
no one in his group works for Na¬ 
tali’s competitors. He said the 
issue of the Pendulum is actually 
clouding the real issue of the dis¬ 
crimination occurring at Bad¬ 
lands. 

“We didn’t know about the 
Pendulum issue until the weekend 
prior to our press conference. We 
were stunned,” said Romesburg. 
“We would rather it weren’t part 
of the problem. The issue of the 
Pendulum in some ways is a dis¬ 
traction from the egregious dis¬ 
crimination he has been engaged 
in.” 

Natali is not the only one who 
has questioned the timing and 
true reason behind the charges. 
Eric Allen Bass, who operates the 
joefire.com Web site, posted com¬ 
ments Monday, June 21, calling 
into question the motivation be¬ 
hind the allegations. 

“SF-Badlands has been around 
for FOUR YEARS! In that time, 
the place has remained pretty 
much the same. So, we’re either to 
believe that Natali recently 
changed his business practices 
and black folks started to notice or 

page 31 ► 



Solange and Maurice Darwish announce that 
effective immediately, the Cove Cafe (to be 
renamed “Cove on Castro”) is under their 
unified management after the departure of 
their long-time partner. Look out for decor 
changes as well as improved menu selections 
over the next few months. Solange, Maurice 
and the entire Cove staff are eager to welcome 
you back, so stop by and say hello. If you are in 
the East Bay and in the mood for fine 
Mediterranean cuisine, Solange and Maurice 
extend their warmest welcome to visit Mezze 
Restaurant, their other location in Oakland, on Lakeshore Avenue. For menu details, 
check the website at www.mezze.com 


Cove on Castro • 434 Castro Street • San Francisco • 415-626-0462 
Mezze Restaurant • 3407 Lakeshore Ave • Oakland • 510-663-2500 
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The 2(x)ist Tank Tour is rolling in 

Celebrate gay pride and find the perfect tank top. At Union Square, June 26. 
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Saturday, 6/26, Union Square, 
Main Store, Geary St. entrance, 
l-5pm 

Mary's Union Square is the next stop 
on the 2(x)ist Tank Tour. Cleanse your 
mind of tankless thoughts while 
watching models show off the great 
fit of the newest sophisticated, clever, 
high-quality tank tops from 2(x)ist. 
Swap your own top for a new 2(x)ist 
tank top and get your hands on some 
great giveaways * And, all day, on the 
first floor of the Men's Store, buy any 
two items from 2(x)ist and get a third 
item free/ You'll have no excuse to be 
tankless this summer, www.2xist.com 


*Top-swap tank tops and giveaways available while supplies last. No purchase necessary. tThird (free) item must be of a value equal to or lesser than the 
least expensive item purchased. Offer valid June 26 only. Event subject to change or cancellation without notice. 

Also shop macys.com 


. Save 10 % more your first two days... 

fYY'IHV/Js When you open a Macy's account. 

U 34 , 50016 6XClUSi0nS app,y - 

Subject to credit approval. 

See your Sales Associate for details. 
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Pride and 

11 his year’s Pride Parade theme, “Out 4 
f Justice” couldn’t be more appropriate. 

With all the LGBT-related issues 
prominently in the news, it’s more impor¬ 
tant than ever that we continue to be visible 
as we advance our fight for equality. 

This year’s Pride season, however, is 
marred by the mistrial of three men accused 
of murdering 17-year-old transgender 
teenager Gwen Araujo. Despite roughly 10 
days of deliberations, a Hayward jury was 
hopelessly deadlocked over whether to con¬ 
vict the defendants on first-degree murder 
charges. While the Alameda County District 
Attorney’s office will retry Jose Merel, Michael 
Magidson, and Jason Cazares, it is nonethe¬ 
less disappointing and frustrating that the 
first trial ended without resolution. On the 
other hand, early reports indicate that the jury 
was not persuaded by the defense’s trans 
panic tactics, which is a good sign. Too many 
times, we have seen gays, lesbians, and trans¬ 
genders viciously murdered, only to have the 
suspects claim - often successfully - that ei¬ 
ther the victim was “coming on to them,” or, 
in Araujo’s case, that the defendants were “de¬ 
ceived” by her gender presentation. 

The Pride Committee board on Tuesday 
night decided to dedicate this year’s parade 
to Araujo, which is a wonderful gesture; it’s 
only too bad that she didn’t live to see it. 
However, Araujo’s family members and le¬ 
gions of supporters have vowed to fight on, 
and we’re confident they will remain strong 
as they prepare to endure yet again the often 
gut-wrenching testimony when the new 
trial starts, probably next year. 

Unfortunately, despite all the gains made 
in recent years, including legal same-sex 
marriage in Massachusetts and the over¬ 
turning of sodomy laws just about a year 
ago, homophobia and prejudice are still ev¬ 
ident, even in San Francisco. Just last week 


prejudice 

when we were shooting our Pride section 
cover photograph across the street 
from City Hall, a man watched our 
actions and made an antigay re¬ 
mark about the fact that we had ( 
children in the photo - one the 
daughter of the women partici¬ 
pating, the other a close family 
friend who had her parents’ permission 
to take part in the event. Even in the 
gayest city in the world, some 
people just don’t get it. 

In spite of the continued 
challenges, we have much to be 
proud of this year, with gay marriage and the 
larger theme of justice being celebrated this 
weekend. Transgenders and people of color, 


for example, are visible this year like never be¬ 
fore, a sign that the city’s gay community is 
coming of age. Something that is not seen 
often enough, gay men - not always the 
most vocal when it comes to transgen¬ 
der issues - were on TV Tuesday night, 
voicing their displeasure with the Arau¬ 
jo mistrial, and the larger issue of the so- 
called gay panic defense. This is the time 
of year when we all come together to 
celebrate; yet we must remem¬ 
ber that after Pride, we need to 
remain unified and continue to 
speak out against homophobia 
and transphobia. “Out 4 Justice” is more than 
a theme - it’s an ideal to strive for. 

Have a safe and inclusive Pride. ▼ 




Out for justice 


by Ann P. Meredith 


R ecently I was invited to a reception at 
the White House by first lady Laura 
Bush to be honored as an artist and 
donor to the Art in Embassies Program, an 
adjunct of the U.S. Department of State’s 
diplomacy program. I am against and do 
not support the Bush administration and I 
do not support or condone the regional and 
global violence perpetrated by the U.S. mil¬ 
itary. For many years I have loaned my 
large-scale, black and white photographs 
from my series Until That Last Breath! The 
Global Face of Women With AIDS 1987-1997 
to be shown in American embassies 
throughout the world, specifically in Africa, 
a country whose people, as we all know, 
have been grievously decimated by the un¬ 
ending AIDS pandemic. 

When the formal invitation arrived in 
the mail I immediately felt that I would “just 
say no,” sending instead a factual declaration 
of the horrific sexual assaults by male U.S. 
military against U.S. enlisted women cur¬ 
rently stationed in Iraq. This reception was 
supposed to have happened during the 
Clinton administration and I was thrilled 
with anticipation to meet Bill and Hill. I had 
already, even as a butch dyke, picked out my 
outfit! When plans seemed to wane about 
this event, as a staunch lesbian feminist De¬ 
mocrat I had promised myself that if the 
recognition of me and my work had carried 
over into the Bush administration that I 
would surely not attend. After 35 years of 
fighting in the frontlines for LGBT human 
rights how could I go to the house of the 
highest patriarchal symbol of evil himself? 

But as I planned my letter of regret, I re¬ 
alized on a spiritual level that only my ego 
and my own fear were standing in my way 
of a possible act of civil disobedience. That, 
in fact, going to meet the Clintons would 
merely have been “preaching to the choir.” 
Perhaps I actually stood a chance of making 
some small difference by speaking with a 
different voice and a different face from a 
different place to the identified ‘enemy’ in 
person. If, indeed, I could find the courage 
to ask my hatred and terror to step aside and 


go to the Bush White House, perhaps I 
could serve as an out lesbian activist, as a 
real human being in the flesh, not an un¬ 
named letter through the mail that they 
could easily discard. 

As a documentary photographer and 
filmmaker for the last 35 years I have 
worked to give a face and a voice to LGBT 
people, especially women throughout the 
world, who are injured, oppressed, and un¬ 
able to speak for themselves. My current se¬ 
ries, Forgotten Angels - A Matter of Honor, 
Women and the U.S. Military , began as a be¬ 
nign, albeit necessary, recognition of 
women’s contributions in an area of 
work that I deeply despised - the U.S. 
military. While dedicated to my 
closeted homosexual aunt, Martha 
Jane Adkins - pharmacist mate first 
class, U.S. Navy, Korea - in Angels I 
was barely touching the tip of the 
iceberg of the U.S. military’s dic¬ 
tated, misogynistic role 
against women. Although 
in interview after inter¬ 
view more and more 
women were opening up with tales of ab¬ 
solute horror: battering, rape, psychological 
torture, and even murder. All things I was 
unfortunately, too familiar with. As a sur¬ 
vivor of military sexual assault, experimen¬ 
tation, torture, and interrogation by the U.S. 
Air Force in Europe in the 1950s and in 
Northern California in the 1960s I was 
afraid to tell the whole truth in Angels, not 
just other women’s violent experience, but 
mine as well. 

I celebrated 20 years of sobriety June 16™ 
and have lived and worked a spiritual life 
during this time so I realized that not only 
did I have to go to the White House, but that 
I needed to go for my own personal growth, 
for my own self-esteem. I had to walk 
through the terror that I have felt and that 
has controlled my behavior my entire life 
and kept me from having a real life for 56 
years. No matter how painful it would be I 
needed to go as an out butch dyke - with my 
crew cut hair, in my black tux and tie - into 
the White House, into the U.S. Department 
of State, meet Laura Bush, meet Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and ... be myself. 


We queer and Democrat artists found 
each other at the various events. Thank 
goodness. I am honored to have been ac¬ 
knowledged at the White House and the De¬ 
partment of State for my art and its contri¬ 
bution to the global fight against AIDS 
through the Art in Embassies program and 
will continue to work with them in this ca¬ 
pacity. I met, spoke with, and was encour¬ 
aged by my conversation with Secretary of 
State Colin Powel about utilizing art in the 
fight to end the dreaded disease. 

The energy around Mrs. Bush was very 
scary, so I purposefully kept my distance, 
connected with the numerous uniformed 
female military guards in the East Wing and 
am now working with the personal aide to 
the first lady on Angels. 

I was disheartened to find the 
portraits of the first ladies in 
lower, darker level of the White 
House, in the entry room to the 
women’s toilet. Women 
are still the bastards of the 
universe and the White 
House is no exception. 

From the White House reception I went 
to Capitol Hill where I gave my personal tes¬ 
timony as a survivor of military abuse in the 
offices of Senator Barbara Boxer (D-Cali- 
fornia), Congresswoman Linda Sanchez (D- 
California), and Congresswoman Louise M. 
Slaughter (D-New York). The experience 
was very upsetting yet empowering for me. 

Since my return I have contacted and sent 
my testimony to House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi’s office in San Francisco and 
have given my testimony to Congresswoman 
Barbara Lee’s (D-Oakland) office as well. 

For those interested in the big picture 
you may contact the Chair of Congression¬ 
al Caucus for Women’s Issues: Julia L. Ernst, 
Legislative Counsel, Office of Congress- 
woman Louise M. Slaughter, 9 Rayburn 
House Office Building, 2469 Washington 
D.C. 20515, or e-mail Julia.ernst@mail. 
house.gov. T 


For more information about Ann P. 
Meredith’s work, visit 
www.annpmeredith.com. 
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A few words from John Kerry 

As San Francisco celebrates Pride, I am excited to 
join the LGBT community in fighting for equal rights 
for gay Americans. I believe that Americans should 
embrace the diversity that makes our nation strong 
and recommit ourselves to ensuring that all Ameri¬ 
cans receive equal rights. 

The LGBT community contributes to our nation 
in so many ways, in every corner of this country. And 
in return, you ask only for equal treatment. LGBT 
Americans deserve the right to make medical deci¬ 
sions for one another in times of crisis; the right to 
inherit a house purchased together; and equal access 
to health insurance, Social Security, and retirement 
benefits. Together we can provide this simple justice. 

The Bush administration repeatedly uses gay rights 
as a political tool to divide the nation. That’s just 
wrong. I am committed to using the power of the 
White House to advance equal rights for all Ameri¬ 
cans, including gay Americans. We don’t need a con¬ 
stitutional amendment to ban gay marriage. We need 
to find a way to provide all American families with 
full and equal rights. We don’t need opposition to hate 
crime legislation. We need to reject hate and embrace 
acceptance. And we don’t need a president who plays 
politics with gay adoption. We need a president who 
works everyday to protect and support all children 
and families. 

I want to lead an America where the inscription 
“Equal Justice Under the Law” has both meaning and 
value for all Americans, not just some Americans. And 
I need your help to make that happen. Stop by the 
John Kerry for President booth to join with me today 
as we celebrate Pride. Let’s work to make an America 
where all Americans are celebrated with pride and 
treated with dignity and fairness. 

John Kerry, Member 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Badlands owner responds 

After seeing the scope and vindic¬ 
tiveness of the allegations against me 
made by the persons quoted in the Bay 
Area Reporter June 17 [“Racial charges lodged against 
Castro bar owner” June 17], l feel it’s important to dis¬ 
close some confidential information: At the time I 
made the offer to buy the Pendulum, there were at 
least two other parties, business owners in the Castro, 
who wanted to buy the Pendulum. There were offers 
and counteroffers and lengthy negotiations. About six 
months ago, when it became clear that my offer would 
be accepted (and their offers rejected), my attorney 
was notified by the seller’s attorney that threats had 
been made by the other party(s) that they would take 
steps to prevent or interfere with the sale - if they did 
not get the Pendulum. 

I was given the opportunity to withdraw my offer. 

I did not withdraw because I did not believe that the 
threats would materialize or that there was any legit¬ 
imate reason that I should not be permitted to buy 
the Pendulum. I was wrong about the threats; they did 
materialize, I’m sorry to say. However, I welcome the 
present investigations because I believe they will prove 
that the allegations against me and Badlands are to¬ 
tally without merit. ■ 

Badlands has been a popular dance bar in the Cas¬ 
tro for over four years. We have a diverse clientele of 
all races, all colors, both men and women. We wel¬ 
come African Americans and we have a large number 
of African American customers. We do not discrimi¬ 
nate against persons of color or women, and we do 
not violate the police code. The only time our door¬ 
men ask for two pieces of identification is when the 
first ID is not valid. I have never been contacted by 
the persons who made the complaints, and I have 
never refused to meet with them. I am always avail¬ 
able to meet with any individual or group to address 
any concerns they may have about the Badlands or the 
Pendulum. 

Clearly the other parties who tried to buy the Pen¬ 
dulum were angry when they learned that the bar 
would be sold to me and not to them. They made 
threats to stop or block the sale. Now we are seeing a 
smear campaign - a well-financed, well-orchestrated, 
smear campaign. Unfortunately, some well-inten¬ 
tioned people are unwittingly being used as pawns in 
what is an issue of competition, not discrimination. 

Les Natali 
San Francisco 

Racial allegations in the Castro 

Certain negative allegations and statements made 
toward SF Badlands and the Detour are unfair and de¬ 
serve a second opinion. I have been a VJ at Badlands 
since 2001, and have seen several trends change over 
the last three years, both in and out of the bar scene. 

I feel personally insulted being deemed racist for not 
playing rap or hip-hop type music. Furthermore, I be¬ 
lieve that this malicious attack is wrong and very hurt¬ 
ful to both patrons and the staff of Badlands and De¬ 
tour. In a media release and complaint filed with Al¬ 
coholic Beverage Control, only portions of so-called 
incidents have been stated and are one-sided. I’ve al¬ 



ways recognized that Badlands owner Les Natali has 
strived to create a fun and enjoyable environment for 
patrons of Badlands. 

Badlands is a video dance bar. That we don’t play 
country, classical, or hard rock music does not mean 
that we discriminate against people who enjoy those 
genres as well. We are also sometimes limited to cer¬ 
tain genres based on subscriptions to multiple video 
services. 

As for the matter of notices being posted stating to 
avoid “rap and hip-hop type music,” a former em¬ 
ployee neglected to mention that this decision was 
made after physical altercations occurred between pa¬ 
trons on busy nights. Badlands has not banned all 
hip-hop type music. In fact, we play such mainstream 
artists as Outkast, Beyonce, and Black Eyed Peas just 
as often as we play Britney, Madonna, or Kylie. What 
was also neglected in the statement was that there was 
also a notice to break up our sets of music with 1980s, 
disco, and “camp style” music, again keeping the goal 
of Badlands fun and enjoyable for everyone. 

As for various alleged incidents, I can’t comment 
on each one, because I was not a witness to them. 
However, in a letter written to the ABC, an incident 
about people break-dancing on the floor and being 
asked to leave is missing a few points of pertinent in¬ 
formation. The group that was ejected from the club 
consisted of a minor who had sneaked into the club, 
and had been asked to leave on an occasion prior to 
this occurrence. The group was being loud and dis¬ 
ruptive, and a few other patrons that were in the front 
of the bar did complain. 

As for the allegation that out of the 45 people em¬ 
ployed at both bars, only a few were “non-white,” as 
stated by a former employee, as of May 31,15 out of 
the 45 people are multiracial. 

In conclusion, the staff members of 
Badlands and Detour are a close-knit 
group of people that are almost like fam¬ 
ily, so I do take this attack personally. We 
are a proud group of people that enjoy 
serving and entertaining the entire 
community; gay, straight, male or fe¬ 
male no matter what your ethnicity, re¬ 
ligion, or beliefs are. If you’re from 
around the corner or around the world we welcome 
you to the Badlands and Detour. 

Ron Scharffer 
San Francisco 

Free advice for bar owner 

Thank you for your comprehensive coverage of the 
charges of racism lodged against Castro bar owner Les 
Natali. Regardless of the outcome of the investigation 
by the city’s Human Rights Commission, the issue 
sends a clear signal to any individual or group that 
any aets of racism or discrimination - real or per¬ 
ceived - against women or minorities, gay or straight, 
will not be tolerated by the community, especially the 
Castro community. 

I live in the Castro, and Badlands has become my 
neighborhood bar. Between drinks and tips, I spend 
close to $500 a month. If the charges are proven to be 
true, I am prepared to take my business to other bars. 

Clearly, Natali has a lot of explaining to do. Let me 
offer some unsolicited advice - here are the top 10 
things he should to do to prove he is not a racist: 

No. 10: He should play hip-hop music every day in¬ 
stead of just Mondays when there is hardly any cus¬ 
tomers anyway, white or minority. 

No. 9: He should add the slogan “All are Welcome” 
on the awnings of the Badlands, Detour and, when 
the escrow closes - the Pendulum. 

No. 8: He should do the same when he finally de¬ 
cides to reopen The Patio restaurant. 

No. 7: He should buy a drink for the first person of 
color he sees in any of his bars when he is around. 

No. 6: He should hire women as bartenders and 
door persons. 

No. 5: He should hire African Americans and Na¬ 
tive Americans as bartenders and door persons. 

No. 4:He should hire more Latinos as bartenders 
and door persons, not just as bar-backs and coat 
check clerks. 

No. 3: He should hire more Asians as bartenders 
and door persons, not just as bar-backs and coat 
check clerks. 

No. 2: His signs about drink specials and CD re¬ 
lease parties should also be posted in Spanish and 
Asian languages. 

No. 1: He should include beer in the 2 for 1 drink 
specials at happy hour. (Okay, this has nothing to do 
with racism or discrimination. It has to do with my 
drink preference.) 

Happy Pride! 

Renato M. Astudillo, Executive Director 
Asian American Journalists Association 
San Francisco 

Badlands is not bad 

Les Natali has many people of color working for 
him. I am black and Jewish and tend bar at the Bad¬ 
lands part time. How exactly did the group do its re- 
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Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 
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Gay Men's Jungian 
Shavnanic Group Forming 

ThU weekly long-term group stresses a nature- 
based approach to psychological and spiritual 
healing. Traditional healing processes include 
dream work, otherworld journeying, drum¬ 
ming, myth and ritual. Join others in an 
ongoing process to facilitate the connected¬ 
ness between self, community and nature. 
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search? There are many different shades of blackness. 
Before going public with such serious allegations, you 
need to do your homework first. Come in and get a 
drink from me and I will tell you how things really are 
from a black man’s perspective. Les has always treat¬ 
ed me with the utmost respect and professionalism. 
The staff and I are in full support of Les Natali. 

Brian Bloom 
San Francisco 


Many issues in bar dispute 

I worked for Mr. Natali at the Patio Cafe, Badlands, 
and also as a building manager. The charges being 
brought against Mr. Natali are more than racism, they 
are a violation of employment laws (Title VII of the 
CRA of 1962 and the California Fair Employment and 
Housing Act). It is curious that Mr. Natali is accused 
of not hiring African Americans and women. Mr. Na¬ 
tali is only obligated not to discriminate in employ¬ 
ment against people who actually apply. When Mr. 
Natali seeks employees he puts a sign in the window 
that details the position that needs to be filled and 
welcomes applications from any qualified applicant. 
In the four years that I worked at Badlands I do not 
ever recall a female or an African American applying 
for a job there. I have never heard Mr. Natali express 
a policy against hiring blacks. In fact when I worked 
at the Patio Cafe he offered my best friend (who is 
black) a job as a night waiter because he had a posi¬ 
tion open. My friend had not even applied. The Patio 
also had a female bartender and female servers. 

I think there are many issues involved in this re¬ 
cent drama. First, members of the black community 
fear that the Pendulum will be shuttered and they will 
lose their bar. The Pendulum is a dump and a reno¬ 
vation would give the neighborhood a facelift. Sec¬ 
ond, there is resentment because Badlands tends not 
to play hip-hop music. Third, I think that Mr. Natali’s 
sometimes-brusque personality has created resent¬ 
ment and made him an easy target. Mr. Natali has ex¬ 
pressed that he does not plan on changing the char¬ 
acter or music at Pendulum. He should be given the 
benefit of the doubt. He did not change the music or 
essence of Detour. He just turned it from a drug den 
back to a well maintained bar. 

It is also curious that Supervisor Bevan Dufty 
made some negative comments about Mr. Natali. 
Could this have anything to do with Mr. Dufty’s rela¬ 
tionship with Greg Bronstein, whose partnership 
group owns The Bar on Castro? It is no secret that Mr. 
Bronstein and Mr. Natali have had a protracted legal 
case regarding the Detour. Don’t underestimate the 
power of politics. 


R.J. Nelson 
San Francisco 

Transparent investigation needed 

Harvey Milk once said, “I better hope for tomor¬ 
row. Not only for gays, but for blacks, Asians, the dis¬ 
abled, our senior citizens, and us. Without hope, we 
give up. I know you cannot live on hope alone, but 
without it life is not worth living. You and you and 
you have got to see [to it] that the promise does not 
fade.” 

The late Supervisor Milk’s statement reflects the 
core values of the Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic 
Club, San Francisco’s largest Democratic club, among 
them: hope, fairness, inclusion, and justice. In fact, 
these values are at the very center of our work; even 
the Milk Club’s preamble states that “We shall expect 
politicians [and others] to take progressive stands on 
economic issues, on the rights of women, workers, 
and minorities, on the protection of the environment, 
and on international affairs.” 

While these values must be upheld by each of us 
year-round, it is especially important that they be up¬ 
held and defended during Pride, when we come to¬ 
gether as an entire community to celebrate our diver¬ 
sity and our accomplishments, and unite to prepare 
for difficult battles ahead on marriage and other is¬ 
sues. 

However, reports last week in this paper, as well as 
in the San Francisco Chronicle , San Francisco Examin¬ 
er, and other media, revealed that the owner of two 
prominent Castro establishments maybe engaging in 
activities that violate these very principles. According 
to a group calling itself IsBadlandsBad.com, Les Na¬ 
tali, the owner of the SF Badlands and Detour bars, 
has for some time now been engaging in some pretty 
troubling activities. These are alleged to include: re¬ 
quiring African American patrons to show more than 
one form of valid ID; evicting African Americans and 
women from the SF Badlands without cause; passing 
over African Americans and women at the bar and 
providing them with poor service; and discriminat¬ 
ing against African Americans. 

The answer is simple: discrimination is unaccept¬ 
able - in any and all of its forms - whether it affects 
just one person, dozens of people, or an entire com¬ 


munity. It is simply wrong to single out, humiliate, 
abuse, or mistreat any person on the basis of his or 
her identity. Indeed, we think it’s wrong to do that on 
any basis. Ever. 

But discrimination is especially unacceptable with¬ 
in our own community: Given our own experiences 
with isolation and mistreatment, we have an even 
greater responsibility to live by the values of fairness, 
equality, and justice, the very same values we are ask¬ 
ing others to uphold and defend on our behalf. 

As an organization committed to the values of di¬ 
versity, inclusion, and justice, we would like to add our 
voice to the many others who are calling for a full and 
transparent investigation by the California Depart¬ 
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Control, the San Francis¬ 
co Human Rights Commission, and the city attorney 
into the allegations of discrimination at SF Badlands 
and the Detour. We also urge that the ABC place a 
hold on the transfer of the liquor license of the Pen¬ 
dulum until such time as these allegations are sub¬ 
stantively and satisfactorily addressed by Mr. Natali. 

If Mr. Natali is, in fact, engaging in illegal practices 
intended to exclude members of our community on 
the basis of their race, gender, or other protected sta¬ 
tus, then he is not entitled to the privilege of owning 
a liquor license and unworthy of our dollars. We hope 
that this is not the case; after all, we would like to be¬ 
lieve that everyone in our community is committed 
to inclusion, equality, and justice, and strives every¬ 
day to live according to those values. 

However, if this proves not to be the case, then it is 
our responsibility - as a community - to stand to¬ 
gether, all of us, to defend Harvey’s vision. In a speech 
about the importance of communities and, in partic¬ 
ular, neighborhoods, Harvey urged that we “lead the 
city ... down the route that has little room for politi¬ 
cal payoffs and deals ...; that is a route of making a 
city an exciting place for all to live: not just an excit¬ 
ing place for a few to live. A place for the individual 
and individual rights.” 


Michael Goldstein, President 
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 

Employees support Natali 

The following letter is in regards to the June 17 
news article printed in your paper. Upon reading the 
accusations against Badlands, Detour, and of Les Na¬ 
tali, my fellow employees and I were filled with feel¬ 
ings of great shock and disbelief. 

I am currently the manager of the Detour and have 
been employed at the bar since the end of October 
2003.1 can honestly say that to my knowledge neither 
my fellow employees nor I have ever been instructed, 
coerced, directed, or in any way influenced to act in a 
manner so as to discriminate against any specific race, 
gender, or orientation. I have also never instructed any 
of my employees to act in such a way. The implication 
that we (Badlands and Detour employees) would 
carry out such actions is as bad as to accuse us of giv¬ 
ing such orders ourselves. The accusations that we 
have acted in such a manner, whether directly in¬ 
structed to do so or not, are insulting to our values, 
honor, and intelligence. They are something to which 
we take great offense at and we call for a public apol¬ 
ogy to be made. Personally, I also find it interesting 
that none of the group making the complaints has ap¬ 
proached us beforehand regarding the situation. 

Les Natali, like each and every one of us, may have 
his faults, but promoting racial or gender-based dis¬ 
crimination is not one of them. His main concern is 
that people are in his establishments having an en¬ 
joyable time with no one causing problems. He does 
not like trouble in his bars. This may include anyone 
and over the years I have seen people of all types asked 
to leave. Never have I heard of it happening specifi¬ 
cally based on race or gender, of which he is accused. 
Nor have I witnessed bartenders purposefully ignor¬ 
ing minorities at the bar. 

Mistakes do happen, odd situations do occur, and 
from those things misunderstandings can spring. But 
those issues do not mean there was an ethnic or gen¬ 
der bias. I also bartend and know firsthand how easy 
it can be not to notice someone or get to them in what 
might be considered “out of turn.” I can also say with 
complete confidence that if there were a fellow em¬ 
ployee who was discriminatory in such a fashion he 
or she would not be tolerated by his fellow employ¬ 
ees, let alone by Natali. 

I pride myself on the fact that the people I work 
with are very open and friendly with our customers. 
I have heard from many people that whatever one 
may think of Badlands and the Detour, we do have 
the friendliest bar staff around. 

Alan Johnson, Manager 
Detour Bar 

(Sent with the support of the following employees: 

Damon Reiter, Dennis Troncathy, Gabriel Cervo, 
David Gonzalez, Ryan Natale, Greg Wellman, 
David White, Ian Haslebacher, Riley Gutierrez, 
Ian Stallings, Eric McMahon, Francis Berdugo, 
and Jeremy Vanlet) 
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Pride Week: Unsung 
heroes ‘Out 4 Justice’ 



by Wayne Friday 


his year marks the 34th an- 
niversary of the LGBT Pride 
Parade and Celebration in 
San Francisco and while it isn’t the 
first Pride event whose theme fo¬ 
cuses on our community’s strug¬ 
gle for civil rights, it may well be a 
historic milestone for finally re¬ 
flecting something more than just 
wishful thinking. 

With same-sex marriage at the 
forefront of our national political 
agenda, a bona fide reality in 
Massachusetts, and the aim of 
high stakes litigation by our own 
city and county of San Francisco 
in state courts here, it’s easy to for¬ 
get that as recently as last year ho¬ 
mosexual sex was still against the 
law in more than a dozen states. 
Indeed, we recall that it wasn’t 
until last June (right before Pride 
weekend) that the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s Lawrence v. Texas decision 
struck down state sodomy statutes 
across the country. Our commu¬ 
nity has come a long way in a 
short time. And I doubt I’m alone 
in beginning to believe that some¬ 
thing I would never have pre¬ 
dicted seeing in my life¬ 
time - the right of gay 
and lesbian couples in 
America to join in state- 
sanctioned marriage - 
may well become a re¬ 
ality. 

It’s only most fit¬ 
ting, then, that 
this year’s Pride 
theme is “Out 4 
Justice” - be¬ 
cause that’s exactly what the world 
will see in the thousands who’ll 
take part in Sunday’s parade up 
Market Street. Despite it’s obvi¬ 
ous controversy, same-sex mar¬ 
riage has clarified the struggle for 
LGBT equality unlike anything 
before it, pushing us past incre¬ 
mental issues like military service 
and employment non-discrimina¬ 
tion - which while very worthy, 
are often successfully tagged as 
“special rights” by antigay foes. 
Marriage, by contrast, is indis¬ 
putably about equal rights. It cuts 
to the heart of our humanity and 
our right to have our loving rela¬ 
tionships recognized. What’s 
more, it finally gets us off defense 
and puts us on offense. 

Now, we shouldn’t have any il¬ 
lusions, since marriage equality is 
still an uphill battle, and we’re sure 
to see plenty of political setbacks 
before we achieve it. However, if 
this year’s Pride celebration feels 
like a turning point in the LGBT 
movement, there’s good reason 
for it. Once again, proudly, San 
Francisco is at the heart of it all. 

Local heroes 

There are plenty of heroes to 
thank, of course, and two will be 
' featured prominently in this year’s 
Pride Parade as grand marshals; 
Mayor Gavin Newsom took a 
truly courageous stand in deciding 
to issue same-sex marriage licens¬ 
es in February and his bold lead¬ 
ership has won him recognition 
nationwide. Assessor-Recorder 
Mabel Teng spared no effort to 
facilitate the issuance of licenses 
and lent her office’s support for 
what many considered a risky and 
very controversial endeavor. 

Not among Sunday’s parade 
grand marshals, but no less 
prominent, of course, will be 
many of the 4,000 same-sex new¬ 


lyweds, many of whom waited in 
long lines, braving terrible weath¬ 
er, and who courageously em¬ 
braced the uncertainty of “legal 
limbo” to become same-sex mar¬ 
riage pioneers. Likewise, thanks 
are due to the hundreds of City 
Hall volunteers who made it all 
possible as well as the pro¬ 
marriage demonstra¬ 
tors - gay and straight 
alike - who helped 
send a message to the 
world that San Fran¬ 
cisco was not the 
scene of anarchy and 
riots during all this, in 
marked con¬ 
trast to what 
Governor 
Arnold 

Schwarzenegger would have 
had people believe. 

I also must point out that 
among all the heroes behind 
same-sex marriages in San Fran¬ 
cisco, however, none have worked 
harder, dedicated more time and 
effort, or committed themselves to 
a more momentous task over the 
next two or three years than the 
lawyers and legal professionals 
working for City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera, who was himself very in¬ 
strumental in the battle for mar¬ 
riage equality right from the start. 
To say that Herrera’s office is the 
team doing the heavy lifting for 
gay marriage is the truth quite lit¬ 
erally; the legal battle so far has re¬ 
quired his office to file some 600 
pages of briefs in addition to hun¬ 
dreds of pages of motions, corre¬ 
spondence, and discovery. The 
city attorney’s office has invested 
literally thousands of hours in re¬ 
search and writing, pulled count¬ 
less all-nighters, and in some cases 
some staff members have spent 
their own honeymoons preparing 
the city’s defense against the legal 
onslaught including foes ranging 
from antigay out of state founda¬ 
tions to California Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Bill Lockyer’s office. 

We should not forget as well 
that at a time when no one ex¬ 
pected San Francisco’s experiment 
in same-sex marriage to continue 
past President’s Day (least of all 
the long lines of same-sex couples 
who camped overnight through 
rainy weather over the long week¬ 
end), it was Herrera’s office who 
successfully fended off repeated 
attempts for a court-ordered stay. 
Indeed, it is fair to say that it was 
the city attorney’s office that sin¬ 
gle-handedly kept gay nuptials 
going for a month - much to the 
chagrin of antigay legal teams - 
until the state Supreme Court fi¬ 


nally stepped in on March 11. 

When the state high court 
heard arguments last month on 
the narrow Issue of whether 
Mayor Newsom exceeded his au¬ 
thority in issuing the licenses, it 
was Chief Deputy City Attorney 
Therese Stewart, who was per¬ 
sonally recruited and hired by 
Herrera and is the city’s highest- 
ranking LGBT legal official, who 
so impressively argued the city’s 
position on a difficult side issue 
that even most optimistic legal 
minds feel the city will quite like¬ 
ly lose. 

It was shortly after his upset 
election in 2001, that Herrera 
stunned the Bay Area legal com¬ 
munity by successfully wooing 
this bright lesbian attorney Stew¬ 
art, a former president of the San 
Francisco Bar Association and se¬ 
nior partner at the high-powered 
law firm of Howard Rice Ne- 
merovski Canady Falk & Rabkin, 
to leave her position there to join 
his City Hall office. Stewart is a 
highly regarded litigator who 
helped lead the city’s successful 
defense of its equal benefits ordi¬ 
nance and is widely regarded as a 
critical asset for the city’s consti¬ 
tutional challenge to discrimina¬ 
tory state marriage laws. 

Regardless of what happens 
now on the narrow question of 
mayoral authority currently be¬ 
fore the state Supreme Court, it is 
Herrera’s separate lawsuit against 
the state that is ultimately expect¬ 
ed to determine the constitution¬ 
ality of marriage in California, 
and legal pundits nationally are 
already saying that the case could¬ 
n’t be in better hands. In my 
mind, Herrera is no less a hero 
than Mayor Newsom in the battle 
for same-sex marriage. 

Indeed, in a March profile en¬ 
titled “Activism Defines S.F. City 
Attorney’s Office,” the Los Angeles 
Times described “an unconven¬ 
tional public law office that has 
earned a nationwide reputation 
for its aggressive legal tactics.” An¬ 
other cover story in this month’s 
American Lawyer magazine calls 
Herrera’s office “one of the most 
aggressive and talented city law 
departments in the nation.” Her¬ 
rera himself told a graduating 
class of political science students 
at San Francisco State University 
last month: “this [same sex-mar¬ 
riage issue] is perhaps the most 
important struggle for equality 
and civil rights of our time, and 
I’m very proud - indeed, I hope 
we can all be proud - that San 
Francisco is again at the forefront, 
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1355 Fitzgerald Avenue, San Francisco - Open Mon-Sat 10-5 
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Reagan and AIDS: 
A reassessment 


by Dale Carpenter 


F or gay Americans, any eval¬ 
uation of Ronald Reagan’s 
legacy begins and ends with 
his record on AIDS. According to 
the conventional view, Reagan was 
responsible for the deaths of thou¬ 
sands of gay men. 

On the official day of na¬ 
tional mourning for Reagan, 
the National Gay and Les¬ 
bian Task Force closed its 
office to mourn those 
who have died of AIDS. 

NGLTF’s executive director, 
Matt Foreman, issued an 
open letter blasting 
the president for 
“years of White 
House silence and 
inaction.” Eric Rofes, a gay author, 
complained that Reagan “said 
nothing and did nothing” about 
AIDS. 

But Foreman and some other 
critics have gone^ven further, 
suggesting that criminal malevo¬ 
lence and antigay bigotry drove 
Reagan administration policies on 
AIDS. “I wouldn’t feel so angry if 
the Reagan administration’s fail¬ 
ing was due to ignorance or bu¬ 
reaucratic ineptitude,” Foreman 
wrote in his open letter. “No, ... 
we knew then it was deliberate.” 
According to Wayne Besen, a for¬ 
mer spokesman for the Human 
Rights Campaign, “we were con¬ 
sidered expendable and forsaken 


by the president.” Larry Kramer 
wrote in the Advocate that Reagan 
was a “murderer,” worse even than 
Adolf Hitler. 

Though exaggerated and 
somewhat misplaced, the negli¬ 
gence theory is arguable. The mal¬ 
ice theory is not supportable. 

First, it’s untrue that the Rea¬ 
gan administration “said nothing” 

in response to the disease. In 
June 1983, a year before the 
virus that causes AIDS 
had even been publicly 
identified, Reagan’s secre¬ 
tary of Health and Human 
Services, Margaret Heckler, 
announced at the U.S. Confer¬ 
ence of Mayors that 
the department “con¬ 
siders AIDS its num¬ 
ber-one health prior¬ 
ity.” She specifically praised “the 
excellent work done by gay net¬ 
works around the nation” that had 
spread information about the dis¬ 
ease. 

Despite the oft-repeated claim 
that Reagan himself didn’t men¬ 
tion AIDS publicly until 1987, he 
actually first discussed it at a press 
conference in September 1985. 
Responding to a reporter’s ques¬ 
tion about the need for more 
funding, Reagan accurately noted 
that the federal government had 
already spent more than half a bil¬ 
lion dollars on AIDS up to that 
point. “So, this is a top priority 
with us,” said Reagan. “Yes, there’s 
no question about the seriousness 


of this and the need to find an an¬ 
swer.” 

Still, Reagan could have said 
more. He could have offered sym¬ 
pathy for the dying and inveighed 
against discrimination. He could 
have urged prevention education. 
A master at using the bully pulpit 
for causes he believed in, Reagan 
manifestly failed to use it on the 
subject of AIDS. 

In this, it must be noted, he 
was hardly alone. Most politicians 
of the age either failed to grasp the 
seriousness of AIDS or, grasping 
it, were reluctant to discuss open¬ 
ly a disease spread primarily 
through anal sex and dirty nee¬ 
dles. For years, New York City 
Mayor Ed Koch, a liberal Democ¬ 
rat presiding over the epicenter of 
the disease, refused even to meet 
with AIDS groups. AIDS was not 
mentioned from the podium of 
either national party convention 
in 1984. “Silence” about AIDS was 
a national failing, not one peculiar 
to Reagan. 

Second, it’s untrue that the 
Reagan administration “did noth¬ 
ing” in response to the disease. 
Deroy Murdock, a gay-friendly 
conservative columnist, has re¬ 
viewed federal spending on AIDS 
programs during the Reagan 
years. According to Murdock, an¬ 
nual spending rose from $8 mil¬ 
lion in 1982 to more than $2.3 bil¬ 
lion in 1989. In all, the federal 
government spent almost $6 bil- 
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We will not be invisible. We 
are still here, Dammit! And 
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fighting to end discrimination 
that has for too long denied the 
rights and responsibilities of mar¬ 
riage to gay and lesbian couples.” 

No doubt, Herrera’s leadership 
will be critical to San Francisco’s 
efforts to end marriage discrimi¬ 
nation in California, and in this 
Sunday’s LGBT Pride Parade cele¬ 
brating our community’s quest for 
justice, we can be especially proud 
of the talented legal heroes like 


Dennis Herrera and those talented 
people in his office who are dedi¬ 
cated to achieving it. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom, City At¬ 
torney Dennis Herrera, Assessor 
Mabel Teng, Assemblyman Mark 
Leno (D-San Francisco), Therese 
Stewart, Supervisors Bevan Dufty 
and Tom Ammiano, and revered 
lesbian icons Phyllis Lyon and 
Del Martin - these are some of the 
“Out 4 Justice” heroes this column 
would like to salute this week. 

Have a wonderful Pride Week 
and a particularly joyous parade 
on Sunday, everyone. ▼ 


LET DARRYL 
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Gays, Lesbians and Bisexuals over 18 years old 

What 

Focus Groups, One-On-One Interviews and Surveys 

Where 

In San Francisco and Nationally 

When 

Summer of2004 

Why 

You will help improve the quality of life 
in our LGBT community locally and nationally. 

How 

Call toll free at 1 -877-737-5782, ext. 210 
or 415-348-1700, ext. 210 

The Henne Group is an independent national research company 
based in San Francisco conducting research for over 20 years. 
Visit our website at www.TheHenneGroup.com. 

1 THE HENNE GROUP 
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Servicing your needs 
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U.S./International Office Supplies 
Shipping Cards 

584 Castro Street @ 19th 
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by Gwendolyn Ann Smith 


ride is embracing transgen¬ 
der people, and transgen¬ 
der people are embracing 

Pride. 

It strikes me that this year, as 
Pride rolls around, transgender 
people are involved at all levels of 
the event. There are transgender 
people serving from contingent 
monitors to board directors and 
from speakers to a “safety tent 
mom.” 

Even more than this, transgen¬ 
der people have taken it upon 
themselves to organize events of 
our own as part of Pride, like the 
June 25 Tranny March - featuring 
our own take on the larger event’s 
Women’s Motorcycle Contingent, 
the “Trannies on Trykes” [see 
News in brief, page 4]. 

This is working both ways. Our 
local event, under the direction of 
the LGBT Pride Celebration 
Committee, has made what seems 
a conscious effort to include more 
and more transgender program¬ 
ming over the last few years, in¬ 
cluding what looks to be the 
largest number of transgender 
performers ever on the main 
stage. Staff have even provided 
some tips and assistance for help¬ 
ing the first Tranny March be even 
more of a success. 

This is all a marked difference 
from Pride events of three decades 
ago, where all forms of “drag” - 
which at that time included trans 
expression - were banned from 
Pride Parades. It’s even a shift 
from things just a decade ago, 
when transgender activists were 
pushing Pride events on inclusion 
issues, like getting the word 
“transgender” included in the of¬ 
ficial event name. 

When I attended my first Pride 
event, I saw only one other trans¬ 
gender person there the whole 
day. It was commonly felt within 
the trans community that we were 
simply not invited to the party, 
and were just not welcome. 

There were no trans speakers 
or performers to be found on 
stage, and only a small amount of 
transgender content toward the 
end of the event. While “transgen¬ 
der” was included in the very title 
of the event, it was of the “small t” 
variety. It was there in name, but 
not in reality. 

Now, only a few short years 
later, we’ve become a part of this 
event, and are not only welcomed 
within, but are contributing on all 
levels. Ever so slowly, we’re reach¬ 
ing a place where that “small t” is 
turning into a “big T,” and gaining 
an equal footing with the rest of 
the letters in the LGBT acronym. 

There is still much to be done. 
Just the other night I was listening 
to some transfolks complain 
about an issue in the safety moni¬ 
tor training at Pride, and how 
some of the materials presented 
were, in a way, offensive to trans¬ 
gender people. 


This is a 
process, and 
while we’re far 
closer than in 
the past, we still 
have a ways to 
go. It’s a matter 
of give-and- 
take, with 
transgender 
people coming 
into the com¬ 
munity at large, 
and said com¬ 
munity learn¬ 
ing to foster 
transgender in¬ 
volvement. 

Both sides still 
have a lot of 
distrust and 
misconceptions to deal with, but I 
do feel a lot of that will eventually 
be overcome. 

Transgender involvement isn’t 
just growing at Pride events, but is 
taking place throughout our larg¬ 
er community. For one, transgen¬ 
der people are starting to take ac¬ 
tive roles within LGBT organiza¬ 
tions, and such organizations are 
also seriously looking at the needs 
of the transgender community. 

It is also not without some dif¬ 
ficulty. Some organizations re¬ 
main resistant to seeking inclu¬ 
sion, or end up missing out on 
serving - and being served by - 
the transgender community by 
not seeking to understand where 
we are coming from, and how we 
can work together. 

For example, I offer the 
Human Rights Campaign. HRC 
continues to exclude transgender 
people in the most important 
fights - the Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act and the Local 
Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, which was recently passed by 
the Senate - while using its best 
doublespeak to try and get trans¬ 
gender people to give the organi¬ 
zation their money. 

I hope that you’ll look to those 
who are helping everyone in the 
community, like the National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation, and Parents Families 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
before giving as much as a penny 
to HRC, but I digress. 

In spite of these bumps in the 
road, forward motion continues, 
and we as a larger community 
grow ever stronger and more co¬ 
hesive. At Pride, we can see our 
talents as a unified community, 
and feel first hand that strength 
we can gain from unity. 

In Hayward, California a mur¬ 
der trial ended in a mistrial Tues¬ 
day morning with a jury strug¬ 
gling over the issue of “panic,” this 
assumption that when Gwen 
Araujo’s killers murdered her, they 
were somehow justified due to 
their own fears. Not fear of trans- 
genderism itself, mind you, but 
their fear of that somehow mak¬ 
ing them gay. 

Homophobic columnists and 


television pundits have claimed 
that gay marriage needs to be 
stopped, or else we’ll end up with 
supposedly even worse things - 
like “transgender marriage.” Never 
mind that such marriages already 
exist, they’d be happy to get rid of 
that option for all of us, and keep 
a grip on their own “special 
rights.” 

We still face - together - at¬ 
tacks from members of the radical 
right. We are all still framed as 
“evildoers” by some churches and 
religious leaders. We still seek jus¬ 
tice, and still have to fight for our 
rights to work without prejudice, 
live without hate, and marry the 
person we love. 

Conservative groups have 
grown strong not by remaining dis¬ 
parate, but by coming together and 
uniting over their common goals. I 
sense that if we learn anything from 
these people, it is that we need to do 
the same. I don’t even want to think 
about the consequences we might 
suffer if we don’t. 

With all the attacks others are 
bringing forth on us, we benefit 
each other - and in this brief, 
shining moment we call pride, we 
can work together, and be a single 
community with one voice and 
one heart. ▼ 


Gwen Smith will see you at the 
main stage on Sunday, June 27, 
just a bit after 1 p.m. You can 
find her on the Web at 
www.gwensmith.com. 


Embracing TG Pride 
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SexuaC (hfeaCing tfherayy 

An alternative or a complement to 
psychotherapy or medical treatment, 
Sacred Intimacy is a somatic approach 
to resolving erotic issues such as: 

-rapid ejaculation 
-erection difficulties 
-fear of anal penetration 
-inhibited ejaculation 
~genital or body shame 

Dr. Brian 5 

4iS-$$i~7866 
WWW. 


a personal trainer for your career 



Eric Ganther 

CAREER COACH 


eric@ericganther.com 


415.218.6073 



ZEPHYR 


A Time to Buy 
A Time to Sell 
For Every Season 
There’s a reason . . . 


Michael Ackerman 
4040 24th Street 
San Francisco 
CA 94114 


Whether you decide to buy or sell, I 
just remember the opportunity of 
yesterday may change tomorrow, 
so call me today!!! 

415 695-2715 


Misfit 

by Jane Warner 


T he Gap, June 16, 7:25 p.m.: A 
clerk saw a couple enter the 
store and was about to ask 
them if they needed help when an¬ 
other customer got her attention. 
Suddenly, she heard the security 
sensor sound and saw the pair run 
out the door with their arms full of 
clothes. The clerk gave chase, fol¬ 
lowing the thieves around the cor¬ 
ner to Kinkos where she observed 
them get into a light green GMC 
camper van and drive away. The 
clerk returned to the store and dis¬ 
covered numerous women’s pants, 
halter tops, and flowered skirts 
missing, for a total loss of about 
$7,000. The female suspect was de¬ 
scribed as 30-40 years old, 6 feet 1 
inch tall, 200 pounds, wearing a 
sweatshirt with a red logo. The 
man was described as 6 feet 1 inch, 
180 pounds, wearing a red and 
black hat, dark hooded sweatshirt, 
and dark pants. 

Beastly 

My Best Friend, 4447 18th 
Street, June 20, 1:16 p.m.: A man 
walked into the store and asked 
for some matches. When the 
owner told him he was in a pet 
store, the man became angry, 
swearing and violently knocking 
items off the shelves with his 
hand. The owner told the intrud¬ 
er to leave and not come back. En¬ 
raged, the suspect took off his 
jacket, threw it on the ground, and 
pulled a switchblade from his 
pocket, screaming, “Fuck you.” 
Fearing for his life, the owner 
went to the back and called 911, 



Drafesietfe 
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for your chance 
to receive a pass 

(good for two) to the San Francisco 

screening on Tuesday June 29th 

bring ibis ad to the offices of the Bay Area 
Reporter located at 395 Ninth Street in San 
Francisco starting on Monday, June 
28th, beginning at 12:00pm 


Passes are limited and will be givers away on a first 
come, first serve basis while supplies last. 


THIS FILM IS RATED PG-13 Please note: Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee you a seat at the 
theatre. Seating is on a tirst-come, fitst-served basis. Except tor members of the reviewing press Theatre is overbooked to 
ensure a full house. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of 
tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. MGfvl Bay 
Area Reporter and ttieir affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in 
connection with use ot a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in pail. We are 
not responsible if, tor any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. Not Responsible tor Lost: Delayed 
. or misdirected entries All lederal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. 

'X. Participating sponsors ttieir employees & family members arid their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS' £ 


opens in San Francisco on July 2nd! 




Answer the following trivia question 

and enter to win a soundtrack from the 
film compliments of Sony Music 
Soundtrax and MGM Films. 


The song "Night And Day" was featured in 
what Cole Porter musical? Name the musical 
and the year it premiered. 


Answe r 

Name 

address: 


describing the suspect as a slim 
white male in his 20s, 6 feet 1 
inches tall, wearing a blue ban¬ 
danna, blue t-shirt, and baggy 
blue jeans. Responding offi¬ 
cers found him in front 
of the Pendulum bar 
and took him into 
custody. The 21 -year- 
old said he was hang¬ 
ing out in the Castro 
because he was 
“tired of the scene 
on Polk Street.” He 
was taken to Mis¬ 
sion Station and 
booked for posses¬ 
sion of a deadly weapon with in¬ 
tent to assault. 

Bad taste 

Becks Motorlodge, 2222 Market 
Street, June 17,7a.m.: A tourist re¬ 


ported to police that he went out 
drinking the night before at 
Daddy’s bar, met a man, and in¬ 
vited him to continue their party 
in his hotel room. The victim 
reported he was pretty 
drunk and passed out 
with his new acquain¬ 
tance still in his room. 
However, when he 
woke up the next 
morning, his date 
was gone and so 
was the money 
from his wallet, his 
cell phone, and the 
keys to his rental 
car. When the victim checked the 
parking lot, his rented Jetta was 
missing as well. The suspect is de¬ 
scribed as a white male, 30-40 
years old, 6 feet 1 inches tall and 
170 pounds, with brown eyes and 



News in brief 

◄ page 4 

project, call (415) 626-5004. 

Help historical society 
during Pride 

The GLBT Historical Society 
and Museum needs volunteers to 
help staff Pride events this week¬ 
end. As one of the community 
partners this Pride season, the his¬ 
torical society will share a portion 
of Pride proceeds with several 
other nonprofit organizations, but 
the groups are obligated to pro¬ 
vide volunteers for the day. 

On Sunday, June 27, volunteers 
are needed at the intersection of 
Larkin and Hayes streets to collect 
gate donations from people com¬ 
ing to the festival at Civic Center. 
At press time, help was needed for 
the 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 12:30-3 
p.m., and 3-5:50 p.m. shifts. Vol¬ 
unteers will get a free lesbian or 
gay “pulp novel” address book. 

For more information, call Ter¬ 
ence Kissack, executive director, at 
(415) 777-5455, ext. 6. 


HIV community forum 

The HIV Health Services Plan¬ 
ning Council, also known as the 
CARE Council, is holding a com¬ 
munity forum Tuesday, June 29 to 
gather feedback on various issues. 
The council is responsible for set¬ 
ting priorities for the city’s portion 
of federal Ryan White CARE Act 
funds, which decreased this year. 

The forum takes place from 5- 
8 p.m. at Metropolitan Commu¬ 
nity Church, 150 Eureka Street, 
between 18™ and 19™ streets. 
Dinner will be served and partici¬ 
pants will receive a $10 grocery 
voucher for their time. 

Council members what to hear 
from people living with HIV who 
are receiving medical care or other 
services in San Francisco, includ¬ 
ing case management, substance 
abuse services, and mental health 
services. Specifically, members 
want to discuss an integrated ser¬ 
vice model and populations with 
severe needs. The cuts in HIV 
funding and how they will affect 
services will also be discussed. 

For more information, call 
(415) 674-4768. ▼ 


OutRight 

M page 12 

lion on AIDS during Reagan’s 
tenure. 

It’s true that Congress repeat¬ 
edly added to low-ball Reagan 
budget requests for AIDS. But that 
is a familiar dynamic between any 
White House and any Congress: 
the White House underfunds a 
program knowing that Congress 
will add to any proposal. In the 
1990s, for example, the Republi¬ 
can Congress added to Bill Clin¬ 
ton’s budget requests for the AIDS 
Drug Assistance Program. 

Reagan’s stinginess on AIDS 
funding, if that’s what it was, was 
not due to antigay malevolence 
but was an extension of his stingi¬ 
ness on funding other domestic 
programs. In this, too, Reagan was 
not alone. In his book And the 
Band Played On, Randy Shilts 
notes that in 1983 New York Gov¬ 
ernor Mario Cuomo, a hero to lib¬ 
erals, nixed (on fiscal grounds) the 
Republican-dominated state Sen¬ 
ate’s bid to spend $5.2 million on 
AIDS research and prevention 
programs. Cuomo’s state health 
commissioner responded to criti¬ 
cism by saying that hypertension 
was a more important health issue 
for the state. 

Yes, we could have spent more, 
but that can always be said of fed¬ 
eral spending. And it’s unclear that 
additional funding would have ac¬ 
complished much. “You could 


have poured half the national 
budget into AIDS in 1983, and it 
would have gone down a rat hole,” 
says Michael Fumento, an author 
specializing in health and science 
issues. We simply didn’t know 
enough about the disease early on 
to spend huge sums wisely. 

Gay journalist Bob Roehr [who 
writes for the Bay Area Reporter 
and other publications], who has 
closely followed AIDS develop¬ 
ments for 20 years, concurs. “I 
have little reason to believe that a 
different course of action by Rea¬ 
gan would have significantly al¬ 
tered the scientific state of knowl¬ 
edge” toward a “cure” or vaccine, 
he says. 

Aside from spending, it was 
Reagan’s surgeon general who sent 
the first-ever bulletin to all Amer¬ 
ican homes warning explicitly 
about AIDS transmission. Reagan 
created the first presidential com¬ 
mission dealing with AIDS. And, 
in 1988, Reagan barred discrimi¬ 
nation against federal employees 
with HIV. 

As for Reagan being a murder¬ 
er, we should remember that he 
didn’t give anybody AIDS. We 
ourselves bear the lion’s share of 
responsibility for that. ▼ 


Dale Carpenter is a law 
professor. Some of his past 
columns can be read at 
www.indegayforum.com. He 
can be reached at 
0utRight@aol.com. 
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2004 San Francisco 

Declaration of Gay Men’s Rights and Responsibilities 

1. We, as gay men, have a right to define “gay men’s health” and to make informed choices about 
our health and health care. 


2. We have the right to get quality health-care and social services, free from judgment, ridicule, 
condescension or coercion based on sexual orientation. 

. 

3. We have the right to get free and confidential HIV/STD counseling and testing. 


lilityto knowour own HIV/Sl 




4. We, as gay men, have a responsibility to know our Pwn HlWSTD status if we’re going to be 
sexually active. 

5. If we are HIV negative, we have a responsibility to stay that way. 

6. If we are HIV positive, we have a right to comprehensive care and treatment, and a responsibility 
to access the care we need. 

7. We have the right to engage in the kinds of sex we want, as long as it’s consensual, non-coercive 
and isn’t hurting anyone. 

8. We have the responsibility to share our HIV/STD status with men we bareback with, whether it’s 
as a top or bottom. 

9. We have a right to access condoms and lube and a responsibility to use them. 


10. We hOve the tight to form partnerships that are legally binding and equal to everydnte else’s, and 
the right to beja parent, have a family, arit^raise children. M 1 


Ukjfe Ss gay men, have the fight tdfimotiofffl and sexual relatiorfships that are different from the. 
sfpocial norms of marriage and md|rogam|fwe have the right determine what works for usnrtd 
our partners. W % *'*V 


12. We have the right to health education messages and materials targeting gay men that 
are produced without governmental and societal limitations in terms of their content and 
explicitness. 

13. We have a right to culturally appropriate, informed substance abuse services and a 

responsibility to access them, and help our partners and friends access these services 
when needed. v 

14. We have the responsibility to hold other gay men accountable for their behavior, and they ours. 

15. Together, we accept responsibility for the health and well-being of current and future 
generations of gay men. 

What is done with us works better then what is done to us! 

We are members of the “gay community”. We can and must define what it means to be gay in 2004. 
We are claiming our right to define community. This declaration seeks to define a set of rights and 
responsibilities which will help us do a better job of taking care of ourselves and each other. 

This is a living document. If you disagree with something here, let us know. If there is something 
that you feel must be added, let us know. If you have an idea for a project or a next step to improve 
gay life in San Francisco - join us! You can make a difference. 

CD 

rlSAN FRANCISCO GAY MEN'S 1 

^COMMUNITY 1 

inH INITIATIVE 

U WEAVING A NEW DIRECTI0N Contact Information: Sfgntci@yahoo.com 415,52.9393 
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Jordan Lebovich 

SENIOR LOAN OFFICER 


Home Purchase Loans ★ Lines of Credit 
2nd Mortgages ★ Refinances * Cash Out 
Interest Only Payments * 100% Financing 

Turn to a mortgage professional 
to find the best loan for you. 

(707) 521-3434 ext34 

110 Stony Point Road, Suite 110 
Santa Rosa CA 95401 

jK ALLSTATE 


Taking marriage fight east 



Stuck in the Castro? join us on Oivisadero! 

Metro Cafe, 311 Oivisadero Street (b/w page s Oak sts) 

Nor Just Another French bistro, Your next French Bistro! 

Open for Brunch on our Garden Patio Sat-Sun from 9:30AM to 2:30PM 
Dinner every night from 5:30PM. Try our three course prix fixe & $16 
Free Special Dessert with this ad (Mon. 6 Tues. Nights only) 



A ssemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) de¬ 
livers his Assembly 
Joint Resolution 85 opposing 
the Federal Marriage Amend¬ 
ment to Democratic senators 
Monday, June 21 at a Demo¬ 
cratic Senate Campaign 
Committee fundraiser at the 
home of Senator Edward 
Kennedy (D-Massachusetts) 
in Washington, D.C. From 
left, Senator Jon Corzine (D- 
New Jersey), Victoria 
Kennedy, Senator Kennedy, 
Leno, and Senator Patrick 
Leahy (D-Vermont). 


Discount 

1 RATES 

■ without discount 

1 SERVICE. 

Gena Stephens, Agent Traci Hollander, Agent H 

CA lie. t. 0746716 CA lie. #: 0C19U63 B 

Bus: 415-554-8975 Bus: 415575-3775 B 

gena stephens.itsi@statelarni.com traci.holianderjw8n@statefarm.com B 

1 

556 Castro Street 

San Francisco. CA 94114 

■ It’s no accident 

■ more people 

S trust State Farm. 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR | ^jjj» | STATE FARM IS THERE* l 

Stale farm Menial Automobile Insurance Company {Not m NJ), Bloomington, It B 
P040036 P' ;/n/ 


Gay men work to build 
better community 


HANDYMAN NEXT DOOR 
( 415 ) 519-3000 

Tiles, Doors, Locks. 

Kitchen, Vanity cabinets, 
inside Wails, Ceiling Painting. 

Marble, Granite Counter Tops. 

Marble, Granite, Porcelain, Ceramic Tiles, 

Kitchen, Bathroom Tile, Linoleum Floors. 
Hardwood, Bamboo, Laminate, Pergo Floors. 
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpenter, Painting Jobs. 

1 year 100% warranty 



by Matthew S. Bajko 

an Francisco may be a gay 
* mecca, but it can also be a 

W lonely place for gay men. 
Many move here knowing no one 
and friendships only blossom over 
time. 

While the Castro feels like 
home to some, others say it re¬ 
sembles more of a cold shoulder. 
Complaints about a lack of com¬ 
munity have been voiced for 
years, by African Americans who 
feel discriminated against, or men 
who feel ignored because their 
bodies do not conform to a cer¬ 
tain ideal. 

Tired of bemoaning this para¬ 
dox about gay life in San Francis¬ 
co, a group of gay men have come 
together with a simple goal in 
mind: a friendlier, healthier gay 
community. Dubbed the Gay 
Men’s Community Initiative, 
these men have decided to weave a 
new direction and have adopted 
an image of a quilt as their sym¬ 
bol. 

The men surveyed other gay 
men throughout the city last sum¬ 


mer about their concerns with the 
gay community. 

“Their number one concern 
was a lack of community feeling,” 
said Joe Imbriani, a health worker 
with the Department of Public 
Health who is helping to organize 
the new initiative. “I have lived 
here my whole life. I was surprised 
nobody expressed HIV as being 
an issue. Maybe it was in the top 
10 but definitely not in the top 
five. No one ever said, ‘I was afraid 
to get HIV.”’ 

“In San Francisco we are very 
fortunate to live in a city that is so 
open. We are such a big commu¬ 
nity that, in a sense, isolates peo¬ 
ple so they don’t know where to fit 
in,” added Vincent Fuqua, a DPH 
investigator brought in to work on 
the initiative. “A lot of men feel 
lost in a community so open and 
so big.” 

Out of the surveying, a group 
of about 30 men began meeting 
last fall to discuss what could be 
done to foster a sense of belong¬ 
ing among the city’s gay men, who 
are estimated to number 63,000. 
Under the auspices of the health 
department, the men have begun 


OWN A LEGEND 




HERTH 



he fabulous Triple R Resort, the 
most consistent gay resort at 
the Russian River. 24 guestrooms, full 
service restaurant, bar, outdoor bbq, 
pool bar, large swimming poothot tub, 
an oasis in Dowtown Guemeville. Centrally 
located, close to wineries and the coast. This 
Resort is home to many famous events at the 
Russian River. Good cash flow, turnkey 
operation. Owner may carry 
some financing to qualified 
buyer. Please do not disturb 
guests or employees, by 
appointment only. 

$2,495,000 


ESTATE! 


Bob Young / Lee Jutien 
707.869.5769 x 160 



hosting events. 

The first, a Memorial Day 
weekend beach party and picnic, 
called “Weenies at the Windmills,” 
brought 30 men together. The sec¬ 
ond event, called “Wilde Chats” 
and modeled after informal dis¬ 
cussions hosted by the philoso¬ 
pher Socrates, are held bimonthly 
at various cafes in the Castro on 
Saturday mornings. 

“We are trying to make it a ‘one 
gay bar’ kind of town where all gay 
men can come together. We want 
to make everyone feel included, 
not excluded,” Imbriani said dur¬ 
ing the first Wilde Chat, held at 
Cooper’s near Duboce Park. 

The chats are also a way for 
men to meet and mingle outside 
of a bar or sex club. The intent is 
to give gay guys an opportunity to 
speak their minds without fear of 
being ridiculed or ignored. 

“People needed a space to talk. 
A non-threatening space to dis¬ 
cuss what it means to be a gay 
man,” said Doug Sebesta, an epi¬ 
demiologist in the AIDS office 
who is supervising the initiative. 

The men have also been walk¬ 
ing in the Castro and just saying 
“hello” to people they meet on the 
street. The men are given a card 
with the initiative’s e-mail address 
and phone number on one side 
and “Hi! That’s All” printed on the 
other. 

The whole concept, said Oscar 
Macias, who works at DPH, stems 
from the belief that “a person who 
feels part of a larger community 
will take care of himself. It will cre¬ 
ate a domino effect and we will see 
that behavior imitated in others.” 

The men are releasing a “San 
Francisco Declaration of Gay 
Men’s Rights and Responsibilities” 
to stimulate an ongoing commu¬ 
nity-wide dialogue as to what ex¬ 
actly are gay men’s responsibilities 
to each other and their rights as 
gay men living in a larger society. 
Over Pride weekend, the men will 
be passing out their cards, at¬ 
tempting to make men feel wel¬ 
comed in San Francisco, one hello 
at a time. 

“People expect a hidden agen¬ 
da when you approach them. Here 
people just say ‘Hi.’ They are not 
being seen as invisible,” said 
Fuqua. “It just brightens people’s 
day.” 

Over the course of the sum¬ 
mer, the group is planning nu¬ 
merous events, including a picnic 
in Golden Gate Park, forums on 
various issues and more Wilde 
Chats. The next one takes place at 
11 a.m. Saturday, July 3 at the Cas¬ 
tro Country Club, on 18^ Street 
near Castro. ▼ 
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Araujo case 

◄ page 1 

ney’s office plans to do, said 
Deputy District Attorney Chris 
Lamiero, the prosecutor in the 
case. But while the lack of resolu¬ 
tion is “frustrating,” he said, his 
subsequent interviews with jurors 
indicated that none of them were 
willing to accept a lesser convic¬ 
tion of manslaughter and had 
simply stalled on the distinctions 
between first- and second-degree 
murder charges. 

This is significant, said 
Lamiero, because it means that a 
jury rejected the defense’s “heat of 
passion” claims, and the family 
should “take comfort in the fact 
that this jury found the defen¬ 
dants guilty of murder. It’s just a 
matter of degree.” 

The jurors’ reported rejection 
of manslaughter also means, ac¬ 
cording to LGBT advocates, that 
they rejected the defense’s fre¬ 
quent “gay panic” and transpho¬ 
bic rhetoric around Araujo’s “sex¬ 
ual deception” that “tricked” the 
men into having “homosexual 
sex.” 

In fact, Michael Thorman, the 
defense attorney who most em¬ 
phasized transphobia as a justifi¬ 
cation for murder, wound up with 
the most guilty votes for his client, 
Magidson. 

“Eddie Araujo, or Gwen, has a 
right to be who she thinks she is. 
But a heterosexual male has a 
right to make choices for his life, 
and has a right to choose the gen¬ 
der of his partners,” said Thorman 
during the case. “Eddie Araujo 
took away that choice by decep¬ 
tion.” 

The final vote for a first-degree 
murder conviction for both Merel 
and Cazares was two jurors in 
favor and 10 opposed. The vote 
for Magidson was 7-5 in favor of 
his conviction. 

Jurors were required to come 
to a unanimous decision for or 
against first-degree murder before 
they could even consider second- 
degree murder. 

All murder cases start at a 
ground zero of second-degree 
murder, explained Lamiero to the 
family after court was adjourned. 
First-degree murder requires that 
premeditation be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Second-degree 
murder is the act of knowingly in¬ 
flicting fatal violence. Manslaugh¬ 
ter is a legally acceptable provoca¬ 
tion of deadly violence. 

Some have speculated that be¬ 
cause jurors obviously believed 
Magidson to be the most respon¬ 
sible for Araujo’s death, they were 
uncomfortable delivering the 
same verdict for all of the defen¬ 
dants. If the deadlocked jurors 
compromised and convicted 
Magidson of second-degree mur¬ 
der, the only way to hold the oth¬ 
ers responsible in relation to 
Magidson could have been 
through manslaughter. Returning 
as a hung jury, therefore, may have 
been the only way to ensure that 
murder convictions would still be 
a future possibility. 

“Even though I am disappoint¬ 
ed by the delay in achieving justice 
for Gwen, I am heartened that 
these jurors refused to let these 
young men escape responsibility 
for their horrific choices,” said 
Chris Daley of San Francisco’s 
Transgender Law Center, referring 
the jury’s refusal to issue 
manslaughter convictions. 

A retrial date is expected to be 
set July 30, but the case probably 
won’t start until next year because 
of the attorneys’ schedules. Any 
potential plea-bargains would 
most likely receive input from 
Araujo’s family members, who 
said they were willing to try the 
case as often as it takes. The de¬ 



The media surround Alameda County Deputy District Attorney Chris 
Lamiero after a mistrial was declared Tuesday. 


fendants remain in custody. 

From the beginning of the 
case, family members and sup¬ 
porters expressed concern that 
Araujo’s life as a female - rather 
than as a man in drag, as the de¬ 
fense argued - was not given 
enough attention by the prosecu¬ 
tion. 

Choosing instead to argue the 
facts of the case and make the jury 
recognize the difference between 
manslaughter and murder, 
Lamiero’s strategy often allowed 
false statements about Araujo’s 
identity and experience - and 
transgenders in general - to go 
unchallenged. 

While they praised Lamiero for 
his thorough job and dedication, 
family members also expressed 
their desire that transgender iden¬ 
tities be defined and explained 
more thoroughly in the retrial. Ju¬ 
rors may not have been willing to 
accept manslaughter, they said, 
but if they saw Araujo as the 
young woman she was, they 
would not have hesitated on mur¬ 
der convictions. 

The local LGBT community 
has echoed that sentiment. 

The San Francisco LGBT 
Community Center on Tuesday 
called for the Alameda County 
D.A.’s office to retry the case and 
“work with community members 
to ensure that they have the tools 
necessary to counter the defense 
team’s outrageous attempts to 
blame Gwen for her own murder.” 


The center screened Isn’t It Obvi¬ 
ous , a movie about Araujo by local 
filmmaker Michelle Prevost, on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Transgender activist and Bay 
Area Reporter columnist Gwen 
Smith also emphasized the need 
to retry all the defendants. 

“To think that these men could 
end up in a plea-bargain for a re¬ 
duced sentence - or worse yet, re¬ 
leased back into society - only 
angers me,” said Smith, founder of 
Remembering Our Dead, a Web 
site devoted to transgender mur¬ 
der victims. 

A coalition of eight different 
organizations issued a statement 
on Tuesday calling for more trans¬ 
gender education, and justice for 
Araujo and her family. Emphasiz¬ 
ing a “delay” rather than a denial 
of justice, representatives from 
Community United Against Vio¬ 
lence, Equality California, Gay- 
Straight Alliance Network, the 
Horizons Foundation, National 
Center for Lesbian Rights, Na¬ 
tional Coalition of Anti-Violence 
Programs, San Francisco LGBT 
Community Center, and the 
Transgender Law Center thanked 
the Alameda County District At¬ 
torney’s office and vowed to see 
the case through to the end. 

State Assemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) told the B.A.R. 
that his first concern was for 
Araujo’s mother Sylvia Guerrero 
and her family for not yet having 
resolution. But he is optimistic 


that the case will be retried, and 
that the jurors rejected a defense 
argument that asked for 
manslaughter or acquittal. 

“The jury did not buy the hate¬ 
ful transgender panic defense 
given, and the defendants were 
not exonerated,” said Leno. “And 
really, what kind if defense is there 
for such a brutal and beastly at¬ 
tack on an innocent, beautiful 
young person?” 

Leno added that “if there is 
anything positive” to be taken 
from the experience, it is that “los¬ 
ing Gwen has allowed some con¬ 
sciousness to be raised in the gen¬ 
eral public” and that many people 
have learned that “our transgen¬ 
der brothers and sisters are owed 


the same respect we would afford 
anyone else we know.” 

On Tuesday night, a rally was 
held at Harvey Milk Plaza calling 
for justice for Araujo. ▼ 


Tomorrow, Friday, June 25 is 
San Francisco’s first 
Transgender March. 

Participants will meet at 
Dolores Park at 5 p.m. and the 
march will kick off at 7. 

Araujo’s family members plan 
to attend and have invited any 
and all supporters to march with 
them. For more on the story of 
Gwen Araujo, including 
interviews with her family, see 
the Pride section in this issue. 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION FOR THE SUMMER 


GAY MEN’S THERAPY 
& SUPPORT GROUP 



This on-going group will explore creativity, relationships, 
co-dependency, addictions, and work issues. 

Purpose: To improve self-awareness, communication, 
relationships, intimacy, and life success. 


RODNEY KARR, PH.D. # 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY6906 For more info, call 415.931.1934 
or visit www.gaypsychologist-sf-contracosta.org 



am schonsten skin care 


medical strength for improvement 
of oily/acne and damaged/mature skin 


FACIALS 


effective and affordable 


WAXING 


for a clean and smooth look that lasts 
including male brazilian 


photo: stevenunderhill.com 


call Charlie at 415-550-1583 uuuuuu.amschonsten.com 
at episode 1360 church st. S f 
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zephyr-ps.com 


ZEPHYR 


760.323.3730 
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SAN FRANi 


William Owen, Jr., M.D. 
Carl Stein, PA-C 

415.861.2400 

www.owennned.com 

f 45 Castro St, Suite 402 

\ San Francisco 

I @ Davies Medical Center 


Gay Health Care Since 1979 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 

CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 
4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

* Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


A MAN’S BARBERSHOP 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AND NOT NECESSARY 

2195 MARKET / 15 M-F 9 am - 10 pm 
(Next to Image Leather) SAT 9 am - 6 pm 
SF (415) 621-6448 SUN 11 am - 6 pm 


announcing a new line of 
leautiful fabric treatments, 
rith more style choices 
nd faster delivery times. 

415 641 6081 
Call for an in-home appointment. 


[stitch] 

CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS 


c the oottmturittf since 1974 
-Cj**5) 86l-5225>- 


SPECIALIZING IN 

• WILLS AND TRUSTS • PRO BAIT 
• PERSONAL TRANSACTIONS 

• SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 

• BANKRUPTCY 


COMPETENCE • SENSITIVITY • INTEGRITY 


ROGER S. GROSS 


Conant awards HIV 
conference scholarship 



Keith Folger accepts a $5,000 scholarship check from Dr. Marcus Conant. 


by Cynthia Laird 


T he Conant Foundation - 
started by well-known AIDS 
physician Dr. Marcus Co¬ 
nant - has awarded a $5,000 
scholarship to HIV prevention 
worker Keith Folger who will be 
traveling to Bangkok next month 
to attend the XV International 
AIDS Conference. 

Folger, who was recently laid 
off from the Stop AIDS Project 
due to the agency’s budget cuts, 
nonetheless said he is looking for¬ 
ward to attending the conference, 
and has been looking for work in 
the HIV field. 

Folger is the co-author, along 
with researchers at the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health, of two pa¬ 
pers that will be discussed at the 
conference. The first looks at why 
bisexual men have a lower inci¬ 
dence of seroconversion, while the 
second looks at San Francisco’s 
HIV rate and why it has started 
declining in recent years. 

“We attribute the lower inci¬ 
dence of seroconversion in bisex¬ 
ual men to the fact that they only 
have gay sex part of the time,” Fol¬ 
ger said. 

As for the lower HIV rate, Fol¬ 
ger said research has shown that 
recent prevention for HIV-posi¬ 
tive people has helped stem the 
number of infections. 

During a check presentation 
June 10, Conant said that this year, 
his foundation had about 20 ap¬ 
plicants for the scholarship, which 
is named after Scott Dowie, the 
first executive director of the 
foundation who died of AIDS-re- 
lated complications in 2000. Co¬ 
nant started the scholarship two 
years ago. The foundation was 
started in 1989. 

“We used a rating system and 
looked at it in terms of prior ex¬ 
perience and programs they de¬ 
veloped,” Conant said of the 
scholarship screening process. 

Folger said he’s only been to 
one other international AIDS 
gathering, the one held in San 
Francisco several years ago. He was 
protesting at that one, he recalled. 

Conant will also be attending 
this year’s conference, and while he 
knows most of what will be pre¬ 
sented, he plans to talk with col¬ 
leagues about what they’re work¬ 
ing on now that may be presented 
in future research. He is particu¬ 
larly interested in entirely new ap¬ 
proaches to treatment and what 
new drugs are on the horizon. 


In 1981, Conant identified the 
first cases of Kaposi’s sarcoma in 
San Francisco and started the Ka¬ 
posi’s Sarcoma Clinic at the Uni¬ 
versity Of California, San Francis¬ 
co. The next year, with Frank Ja¬ 
cobsen and Richard Keller, he 
started the organization that be¬ 
came the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation. His activities in the 
early days of the AIDS epidemic 
are chronicled in Randy Shilts’s 
book, And the Band Played On. 

He has also done work on med¬ 
ical marijuana and was one of the 
doctors embroiled in a lengthy 
legal dispute with the federal gov¬ 
ernment over the issue. Last year 
the group won its case when the 
U.S. Supreme Court refused to 
hear an appeal by the Justice De¬ 
partment. The case involved physi¬ 
cians’ abilities to talk with their pa¬ 
tients about the potential benefits 
of medical marijuana, which the 
federal government opposed, even 
if the doctors were not themselves 
distributing the drug. 

“It began in the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration,” Conant said of the 
legal action, when former drug 
czar Barry McCaffrey sued him. 
Conant promptly filed a counter¬ 
suit, and became the lead plaintiff 
in a lawsuit brought by the Amer¬ 
ican Civil Liberties Union. 

“The point I kept trying to 
make was if the federal government 
wants to intimidate doctors, all they 
have to do is put a wire on some 
nice patient and she’ll come in and 
close the door” and ask about med¬ 
ical marijuana, he explained. 


“I could go to prison or Ipse 
my license,” he said of the conse¬ 
quences had he lost the case, 

“Federal prosecutors are not 
interested in doing the right thing 
- they’re interested in their careers 
and that means getting convic¬ 
tions,” Conant added. 

Public forums 

The Conant Foundation is also 
known for its free community fo¬ 
rums after major HIV/AIDS con¬ 
ferences and on other topics of in¬ 
terest to the community. The foun¬ 
dation will be holding one such 
forum on Tuesday, June 29 on side 
effects and drug-drug interactions 
of HIV drugs and those used to 
treat erectile dysfunction, such as 
Viagra, Cialis, Levitra, and Caver- 
jet. The forum takes place from 6- 
8 p.m. at the LGBT Community 
Center, 1800 Market Street in San 
Francisco. Light refreshments will 
be served at the beginning of the 
forum. For more information or to 
RSVP, call (415) 255-0806. 

The foundation is also plan¬ 
ning a forum after the AIDS con¬ 
ference on July 27, also at the 
LGBT center. 

The Kaiser Family Foundation 
has announced that free online 
coverage of the July 11-16 AIDS 
conference will be provided daily at 
www.kaisernetwork.org/aids2004. 
To sign up, visit www.kff.org/ 
aids2004. Coverage will include live 
and tape-delayed webcasts, and 
transcripts of the opening and 
closing ceremonies, plenary ses¬ 
sions, and other select sessions. ▼ 


Our home has been on Castro Street since 1965. 



We’d like to help you with yours. 


Herth Real Estate 
555 Castro Street 

415-861-5200 

www.herth.com 
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San Francisco Residential 
Real Estate Sales - 

MATT FLYNN 

415-509-5222 

www.mattflynn.com 

matt@mattflynn.com 

Service you can count on! 


service knowledge creativity committment experience 



Local gay Asians launch 
China AIDS Fund 
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Saint Agnes 

CATHOLIC PARISH 
GAY AND LESBIAN 
MINISTRY 


Inclusive + Diverse + Jesuit 

Our mission is to provide a loving and safe environment that promotes 
full membership in the Body of Christ and the Church. It is our hope 
to create a new spirit of inclusion, openness and participation in our 
Catholic experience through worship and workshops. 

JULY workshop: 

Gay and Lesbian Experience and 

The Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius Loyola 

Explore this rich topic with Fr. J. Cameron Ayers, S.J., Pastor of St. Agnes. 
Tuesday July 6,2004 
7:30 p.m. 

St Agnes Spiritual Life Center at 1611 Oak Street 
WEEKLY WORSHIP: 

Saturday Vigil 4 p.m. 

Sunday 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 

1025 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco 
(415) 487-8560 • www.saintagnessf.com 

All Are Welcome! 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

A s AIDS leaves a wide swath 
of devastation in China, 
where world health officials 
estimate up to 20 million people 
could become HIV-positive by 
2010, a group of local Asians is 
trying to fight the growing epi¬ 
demic. 

Like the early days of the AIDS 
epidemic in America, when ac¬ 
tivists accused the late President 
Ronald Reagan of being slow to re¬ 
spond to the plague targeting gay 
men, the Chinese government has 
reacted tepidly. Communist lead¬ 
ers there have officially reported 
only 850,000 cases of HIV, which 
health officials say is a gross un¬ 
dercount. In China’s gay commu¬ 
nity alone, it is estimated 2 million 
people have contracted HIV. 

The group of Asian men - 
many of them gay - and one 
woman began meeting last sum¬ 
mer to map out a strategy to help 
those living with HIV in China. 
Most had experience doing AIDS 
work with the Bay Area’s Asian 
community and now wanted to 
engage on a more global level. 

They formulated an idea for 
the AIDS Relief Fund for China, a 
nonprofit organization whose 
purpose is to fund small, grass¬ 
roots efforts by local Chinese 
groups and individuals working 
on HIV prevention and education. 


The Conant Foundation Presents a 

Free Community Forum 

Side Effects and 
Drug-Drug Interactions 

HIV Drugs and ED Drugs: 

Viagra , Cialis, Levitra, Caverject 

Dr. Marcus Conant will host a Community Forum to discuss 
drug-drug interactions in HIV+ individuals who occasionally take any 
of the following: Viagra, Cialis, Levitra or Caveiject 

Please plan to attend for a successful Forum and ask 
provocative questions which will be of interest to the entire 
community 

Tuesday, June 29,2004 

6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

San Francisco LGBT Community Center 
The Rainbow Auditorium 
1800 Market Street 
San Francisco, California 

Light Refreshments will be served 
6:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

For more information and to RSVP, please call us at 415-255-0806 
or email us at marcus@marcusconantmd.com 


For a map or to sign up on our mailing list, please visit our website at 
www.conantfoundation.com 


Made possible in part from unrestricted grants from 
3M, Abbott, Bristol- Myers Squibb, Bayer- GlaxoSmithKline, Eli Lilly, Ortho Biotech, Pfizer, Vertex 
and private sponsors 



Activists of AIDS Relief for China, from left: Dan Chin, Max Lau, and 
Humphrey Wou welcomed the stars of Better Luck Tomorrow Roger Fan 
and Karin Anna Cheung to their kickoff reception June 15. 


“It feels like this is an oppor¬ 
tune time for people who have fol¬ 
lowed the course of the epidemic 
here in the U.S. from preventing 
what could be an epidemic in 
China,” said Steve Lew, a member 
of the group and a former Clinton 
appointee to the president’s advi¬ 
sory council on HIV and AIDS. 

With very few resources, the 
fund can make a huge impact? the 
members said. It only costs 600 
yen, or $75 per month, to pay a 
person in China to do HIV peer 
education work. 

“We can actually give them a 
little bit of money to help them get 
out of the situation they are in 
now. You don’t have to wait to win 
the lottery, retire, or speak Chinese 
to help. We can all afford to be 
compassionate,” said Humphrey 
Wou, co-chair of the fund’s board, 
who is an openly gay Hong Kong- 
born Chinese American. “Selfishly 
speaking, it makes me feel good to 
know a person in the U.S. can do 
something to help someone in a 
Third World country.” 

The fund would like to raise 
$150,000 by the end of 2004. In late 
2003 the fund’s board of directors 
and advisory group invited their 
friends to a fundraiser at a restau¬ 
rant in Japantown. The evening 
garnered $40,000 in donations. 

Members of the board have 
also visited China twice this 
spring at their own expense, trav¬ 
eling to small villages and major 


cities meeting with local activists. 
Wou has been traveling to China 
for the last four years meeting 
with people impacted by AIDS. 

During one of his most recent 
visits he traveled, to Xichang, the 
capital of Liangshan Prefecture in 
Sichuan, and made a documen¬ 
tary about drug users and sex 
workers infected by HIV. He ac¬ 
knowledges the fund’s board faces 
no easy task in convincing the Bay 
Area Asian community to care 
about the plight of villagers half a 
world away. 

“Raising awareness here is not 
always easy because we are living 
in San Francisco and a lot of peo¬ 
ple’s attentions are focused in the 
local area. Also, the Asian com¬ 
munity we are in contact with 
they don’t really have that much 
connection with China. Maybe 
their parents or grandparents 
came from China but that doesn’t 
mean they themselves have feel¬ 
ings for China,” said Wou. 

Max Lau, who is also gay and 
an adviser to the fund, is doing 
more than just donating money. 
The founder and publisher of 
Noodle , a gay Asian magazine he 
folded in March, Lau is moving to 
Zhuhai, a city in Guangdong 
Province about an hour outside 
Hong Kong. He leaves Saturday, 
June 26 and plans to spend at least 
a year in China on a voluntary 
basis meeting with the fund’s 
page 24 ► 


DO YOU FEEL THAT THE DECISION RESULTING IN 
YOUR JOB LOSS WAS... A FAIR ONE? 

Oftentimes, we can better assess the true state of affairs using 
our feelings instead of our education and training. If you feel 
that you lost your job because of an unfair decision, then there 
is a good chance that your feelings can find expression in the 
law: breach of contract, discrimination, harassment, 
retaliation, tortuous violations of public policy, and violations 
of whistleblower legislation, the Fair Labor Standards Act, 
Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Family and Medical 
Leave Act, Americans with Disabilities Act, California’s Fair 
Employment and Housing Act. 

If you feel you lost your job because of an unfair decision, call 
me for a free consultation. I will meet with you and... 


Help you determine your 
cause(s) of action 

Explain the civil 
litigation process 

Calculate your costs and 
potential recovery 


Show you how to present your 
case to a prospective attorney 

Teach you how to 
select an attorney 

Explain the demand letter / 
mediation process 

the ARCHITECT OF JUSTICE 
/AeArchitectof@Justice.com 
(415) 810-3423 
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So keep undetectable as 
your treatment goal, even if 
previous regimens have failed you. 


If you are treatment experienced, with FUZEON in 
your regimen you may still get to undetectable. 


In fact compared to HIV treatment regimens without 
FUZEON, having FUZEON in your combination regimen 
means you may: 

* be twice as likely to get to undetectable and 

* get twice the increase in T cells 

FUZEON fights HIV In a completely different way. It s the 
only anti-HIV medicine that works outside the T cell to 
block HIV from getting inside and infecting healthy cells. 

So tell your doctor you don't want to accept a detectable 
viral load, Tell your doctor you're ready to fight In a 
completely different way—with FUZEON. 


To find out more about FUZEON and 
how it works, visit www.FUZEON.com 
or call the FUZEON Answer Center at 
1-877-4 FUZEON (1-877-438-9366). 




enfuvirtide 


Indication: FUZEON (enfuvirtide) is used with other anti-HIV medicines to treat HIV-1 infection in patients who have taken anti-HIV medicines (treatment- 
experienced) and have detectable viral loads even though they are taking anti-HIV medicines. This indication is based on viral loads and CD4 (T-cell) 
counts in studies of FUZEON that lasted 24 weeks. Patients in the studies were treatment-experienced adults, and many of them had advanced HIV 
disease. There are no studies of FUZEON in patients who haven’t taken anti-HIV medicines. There are no results from studies looking at the effect of 
FUZEON on the progression of HIV disease. 

Important Safety Information 

Injection Site Reactions (ISRs): ISRs are the most common side effect seen with FUZEON use. Almost all people taking FUZEON (98%) get injection 
site reactions. 3% of patients quit taking FUZEON because of ISRs. Reactions are usually mild to moderate but occasionally may be severe. 
Signs/symptoms may include pain and discomfort, hardened skin, redness, bumps, itching and swelling. 9% of patients had ISRs that required 
them to take over-the-counter pain medicine or limit their usual activities. 

Pneumonia: Patients taking FUZEON with other anti-HIV medicines got bacterial pneumonia more often than patients not taking FUZEON. It is unclear if this 
was related to the use of FUZEON. You should contact your healthcare provider right away if you have a cough, fever or trouble breathing. Patients are more 
likely to get bacterial pneumonia if they have a low number of CD4 cells, have a high viral load, use intravenous (injected into the vein) drugs, smoke or have 
had lung disease in the past 

Allergic reactions: Allergic reactions have been seen with FUZEON and can occur if FUZEON is restarted. Symptoms of a serious allergic reaction with 
FUZEON can include rash, fever, nausea and vomiting, chills, shaking, low blood pressure and increased liver enzymes. Other adverse events that may 
be an immune response and have been reported in patients taking FUZEON include serious immune system reactions, severe breathing difficulties, 
inflammation of the kidney and Guillain-Barre syndrome. 

Other Side Effects: The side effects seen most often in patients taking FUZEON with their other anti-HIV medicines were diarrhea (26.8%), nausea 
(20.1%) and fatigue (16.1%). These side effects were seen less often than in patients taking anti-HIV medicines without FUZEON: diarrhea (33.5%), 
nausea (23.7%) and fatigue (17.4%). This list of side effects is not complete because FUZEON is still being studied. 

If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Report any new or worsening symptoms to your healthcare provider. 

FUZEON® is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. FUZEON does not prevent the transmission of HIV. -- 

For additional details on FUZEON, please see the accompanying summary of complete product information. Otoche/ 

Copyright © 2004 Roche Laboratories Inc. and Trimeris, Inc. All rights reserved. 85-090-118-013-0704 \___/ 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 


Rx ONLY 


FUZEON’ (FEW-zee-on) 

Generic Name: enfuvirtide (en-FEW-ver-tide) for Injection 


This leaflet contains important information for patients and their caregivers about 
FUZEON. Please read this leaflet and FUZEON Injection Instructions carefully before 
you start using FUZEON. Always read the section “ Changes since the last version of 
this leaflet" at the end of this leaflet each time you get your FUZEON prescription 
refilled. There may be important new information about the use of FUZEON. 

This information does not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider 
about your medical conditions or treatment. 

What is FUZEON? 

FUZEON is a medicine called an HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) fusion inhibitor. 
FUZEON is always used with other anti-HIV medicines to treat adults and children 
aged 6 years and older with HIV infection. FUZEON is not used by itself to treat 
HIV infection. 

FUZEON blocks HIV’s ability to infect healthy CD4 cells. When used with other 
anti-HIV medicines, FUZEON can reduce the amount of HIV in the blood and increase 
the number of CD4 cells. This may keep your immune system healthy, so it can help 
fight infection. 

FUZEON does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. The long-term effects of FUZEON are 
not known at this time. People taking FUZEON may still get opportunistic 
infections or other conditions that can happen with HIV infection. For these 
reasons, it is very important that you remain under the care of your healthcare 
provider while taking FUZEON. 

Does FUZEON lower the chance of passing HIV to other people? 

FUZEON does not lower your chance of passing HIV to other people through 
unprotected sex, sharing needles or being exposed to your blood. For your own 
health and the health of others, it is important to continue to practice safer sex. Use 
a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier method to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions or blood. Never use or share dirty 
needles. Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about safer sex or 
how to prevent passing HIV to other people. 

Who should not use FUZEON? 

Do not use FUZEON if you are allergic to any of the ingredients in FUZEON. 
See the end of this leaflet for a list of ingredients in FUZEON. 

Tell your healthcare provider: 

- H you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. We do not know if FUZEON can 
harm your unborn child. You and your healthcare provider will need to decide if 
FUZEON is right for you. If you use FUZEON while you are pregnant, talk with your 
healthcare provider about how you can be in the Antiretroviral Pregnancy Registry. 

• if you are breast-feeding. You should not breast-feed if you are HIV-positive 
because of the chance of passing HIV to your baby. Also, it is not known if 
FUZEON can pass into your breast milk and if it can harm your baby, 
about all your medical conditions. 

- about all the medicines you use, including prescription and nonprescription 
medicines, vitamins and herbal supplements. FUZEON has not been tested 
with all medicines. 

How should I use FUZEON? 

Before you use FUZEON, make sure you understand all of the information in this 
leaflet and the FUZEON Injection Instructions that come with your medicine. You or 
your caregiver should be trained by a healthcare provider before injecting it. If you do 
not understand all the information, talk with your healthcare provider about your 
questions or concerns. 

■ Use FUZEON with other anti-HIV medicines. Do not use FUZEON as your only 
anti-HIV medicine. 

• FUZEON must be injected. FUZEON does not work if it is swallowed. 

• Do not mix other medicines in the same syringe with FUZEON. 

• FUZEON is given under the skin by injection (a “shot") in the upper arm, upper leg 
or abdomen two times a day. See the FUZEON Injection Instructions that come with 
your medicine for step-by-step instructions about how to inject FUZEON. 

• Do not inject FUZEON in the same area as you did the time before. Do not inject 
FUZEON into the following areas: around the navel (belly button), scar tissue, a 
bruise or a mole, or where there is an injection site reaction. 

■ Do not inject FUZEON if you see particles floating in the FUZEON vial after you 
mix it. 

■ You can use FUZEON whether you have eaten or not. Food does not affect FUZEON. 
However, you must keep taking your other medicines the way you did before. 

• Do not change your dose or stop taking FUZEON without first talking with your 
healthcare provider. 

• See your healthcare provider regularly while using FUZEON. 

■ When your FUZEON supply runs low, be sure to have it refilled. This is very 
important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine 
is stopped for even a short time. If you miss or skip doses of FUZEON, HIV may 
develop resistance to FUZEON and become harder to treat. 

■ If you miss a dose of FUZEON, take the missed dose as soon as you can and then 
take your next dose as scheduled. If you have missed a dose of FUZEON and it is 
close to the time when you are supposed to take your next dose, wait and take the 
next dose as regularly scheduled. Do not take two doses of FUZEON at the same time. 


• If you take too much FUZEON, call your healthcare provider right away. We do not 
know what can happen if you take too much FUZEON. You will be watched very 
carefully if you take too much FUZEON. 

It Is important that you put your used syringes into a special sharps container 
after injecting FUZEON. Your healthcare provider will give you more instructions 
about the safe disposal of your used syringes. Do not put them in a trash can. 

If you do not have a sharps container, call your healthcare provider or pharmacist 
to get one before using FUZEON. 

Can FUZEON be used with other medicines? 

• FUZEON does not affect other anti-HIV medicines or the medicine rifampin (also 
known as rifampicin and manufactured under the brand names Rifadin 0 and 
Rimactane®). You can take FUZEON at the same times or at different times than 
your other anti-HIV medicines. 

What should I avoid wh il e using FU ZE ON? 

• Avoid doing anything that can spread HIV infection, since FUZEON does not stop 
you from passing the HIV infection to others. 

• Do not share needles or other injection equipment. 

• Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them, like 
toothbrushes or razor blades. 

• Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using 
a latex or polyurethane condom or other barrier method to reduce the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions or blood. 

• Do not drive or operate heavy machinery if FUZEON makes you feel dizzy. 

What are the possible side effects of FUZ EON? 

Injection site reactions 

FUZEON causes injection site reactions. Almost all people get injection site 
reactions with FUZEON. Reactions are usually mild to moderate but occasionally may 
be severe. Reactions on the skin where FUZEON is injected include: 

• itching 

• swelling 

• redness 

• pain or tenderness 

• hardened skin 

■ bumps 

These reactions generally happen within the first week of FUZEON treatment and 
usually happen again as you keep using FUZEON. A reaction at one skin injection 
site usually lasts for less than 7 days. 

Injection site reactions may be worse when injections are given again in the same 
place on the body or when the injection is given deeper than it should be (for 
example, into the muscle). 

If you are worried about the reaction you are having, call your healthcare provider 
to help you decide if you need medical care. If the injection site reaction you 
are having is severe, call your healthcare provider right away. If you have an 
injection site reaction, you can discuss with your healthcare provider ways to help 
the symptoms. 

An injection site can get infected. To lower your chances of getting an 
injection site infection, it is important to follow the FUZEON Injection Instructions that 
come with your medicine. Call your healthcare provider right away if there are 
signs of infection at the injection site such as oozing, increasing heat, swelling, 
redness or pain. 

Pneumonia 

Patients with HIV get bacterial pneumonia more often than patients without HIV. 
In clinical trials, patients taking FUZEON with other HIV medicines got bacterial 
pneumonia more often than patients not receiving FUZEON. It is unclear if this was 
related to the use of FUZEON. You should contact your healthcare provider right 
away if you have a cough, fever or trouble breathing. Patients are more likely to 
get bacterial pneumonia if they had a low number of CD4 cells, increased amount of 
HIV in the blood,.intravenous (injected into the vein) drug use, smoking or had 
experienced lung disease in the past. It is unclear if pneumonia is related to FUZEON. 

Allergic reactions 

FUZEON can cause serious allergic reactions. Symptoms of a serious allergic 
reaction with FUZEON can include: 

• trouble breathing 

■ fever with vomiting and a skin rash 

■ blood in your urine 

• swelling of your feet 

Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of these symptoms. 

Other side effects 

The following side effects were seen more often in patients using FUZEON with 
their other anti-HIV medicines than in patients not using FUZEON with their other 
anti-HIV medicines: 

• pain and numbness in feet or legs 

• loss of sleep 

• depression 

■ decreased appetite 

• weakness or loss of strength 

• muscle pain 

• constipation 

• pancreas problems 


These are not all the side effects of FUZEON. The list of side effects with FUZEON is 
not complete at this time because FUZEON is still being studied. 

If you have questions about side effects, ask your healthcare provider. Report any 
new or continuing symptoms to your healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider 
will tell you what to do and may be able to help you with these side effects. 

How is FUZEON stored? 

FUZEON vials not mixed with sterile water can be stored at room temperature (59’ 
to 86 ’F). FUZEON should be refrigerated if it cannot be stored at room temperature. 
The Sterile Water for Injection (diluent) may be stored at room temperature 
(59* to 86‘F). 

After FUZEON has been mixed with the sterile water, the vial can be stored in a 
refrigerator for up to 24 hours. 

Do not use FUZEON or sterile water after the expiration date on the vials. Do not keep 
FUZEON that is out of date or that you no longer need. 

General information about the safe and effective use of FUZEON 
Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions not mentioned in patient 
information leaflets. Do not use FUZEON for a condition for which it was not 
prescribed. Do not give FUZEON to other people, even if they have the same 
symptoms you have. It may harm them. Keep FUZEON and all medicines out of the 
reach of children. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information about FUZEON. If you would 
like more information, talk with your healthcare provider or see the section, “Where 
can If get more information about FUZEON?" in this leaflet. You can ask your 
healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about FUZEON that is written for 
healthcare professionals. 

What are the ingredients in FUZEON? 

Active Ingredients: enfuvirtide 

Inactive Ingredients: Mannitol, sodium carbonate, sodium hydroxide and 
hydrochloric acid. 

FUZEON comes packaged as a convenience kit containing the following: 

• 60 vials of FUZEON (2 cartons of 30 each) 

• 60 vials of Sterile Water for Injection (2 cartons of 30 each) 

• syringes for mixing (3 mL/cc) 

• syringes for injecting (1 mL/cc) 

■ alcohol pads 

• injection instructions 

Call your healthcare provider or pharmacist if you need more supplies. 

Where can I get more information about FUZEON? 

The best source for more information about FUZEON is your healthcare 
provider. More information about FUZEON is located at www.FUZEON.com and 
1-877-4 FUZEON (1-877-438-9366). 

Changes since the last version of this leaflet 
This is the first version of this leaflet; it was written in March 2003. Please check this 
section when your medicine is refilled for any important new information 
about FUZEON. 

Roche and FUZEON are trademarks of Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 

Rifadin is a trademark of Merrell Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

Rimactane is a trademark of Ciba. 

FUZEON has been jointly developed by Trimeris, Inc. and Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 
FUZEON is manufactured by Hoffmann-La Roche Inc. 


Distributed by: 



Roche Laboratories Inc. 

340 Kingsland Street 

Nutley, New Jersey 07110-1199 

www.rocheusa.com 


Licensed from: 

Trimeris, Inc. 

4727 University Drive 
Durham, North Carolina 27707 
TRIMERIS www.trimeris.com 


27898288 
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Mass, gov backs FMA 


by Bob Roehr 


- | he Senate Judiciary Commit¬ 
tee turned again to the subject 
of same-sex marriage and the 
proposal to add the Federal Mar¬ 
riage Amendment to the Constitu¬ 
tion that would ban it. This time it 
was a June 22 meeting of the full 
committee, chaired by Senator 
Orrin Hatch (R-Utah). Massachu¬ 
setts Governor Mitt Romney, whose 
state began offering marriage li¬ 
censes to gay and lesbian couples 
last month, was the star witness for 
amendment proponents. 

“Traditional marriage is under 
attack,” asserted Hatch in his 
opening statement. “Courts and 
renegade public officials, not con¬ 
servative activists, have made this 
a national issue. If we are to pro¬ 
tect and strengthen the institution 
of marriage, there appears to be 
no way around the constitutional 
solution to this problem.” 

Reflecting on the fact that Mass¬ 
achusetts began to issue marriage li¬ 
censes to same-sex couples on May 
17, Hatch said, “The point is not that 
civilization will come to a screech¬ 
ing halt, but that people begin an 
unprecedented and unwise slide 
into accepting a divorce between 
marriage and child-rearing. For this 
reason, many believe same-sex mar¬ 
riage will likely act to undermine the 
health of families over time.” 

Ranking Democrat Patrick 
Leahy (Vermont) lambasted the 
hearing and the amendment as 
politics pure and simple. “This de¬ 
bate is not about preserving the 
sanctity of marriage, it is about 
preserving a Republican White 
House and Senate.” 

He chastised the committee for 
finding time to hold four hearings 
on same-sex marriage “Instead of 
hearings on the abuses at Abu 
Ghraib, the FBI’s troubling and 
costly computer problems, FBI lab 
problems, [and the] FBI foreign 
translation problems. 

Romney (R) devoted most of 
his opening statement to a factual 
recitation of the course of events in 
his state, characterizing the Massa¬ 
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court’s 
decision as “a fundamental break 
with all of our laws, experiences 
and traditions,” which he opposes. 

He raised some of the issues of 
how the state might spend federal 
money and qualify beneficiaries 
for programs. “For example, we 
have been told that we cannot use 



Mass. Governor Mitt Romney 


federal funds to provide meals for 
an elderly same-sex spouse if the 
person’s eligibility for the services 
is due to their spousal status.” 

Romney called for “An amend¬ 
ment that restores and protects 
our societal definition of marriage, 
blocks judges from changing that 
definition and then, consistent 
with the principles of federalism* 
leaves other policy issues regarding 
marriage to state legislatures.” 

Bob Barr, the conservative Re¬ 
publican and former congressman 
from Georgia, was the sole witness 
to speak against the FMA. He was 
disturbed by the rush to get it to a 
vote on the floor of the Senate. “I 
urge you, Mr. Chairman, to op¬ 
pose efforts to circumvent your 
committee on an issue of such 
monumental, lasting and wide- 
ranging importance.” 

He harshly criticized the actions 
of San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom and the Massachusetts 
high court in pushing for gay mar¬ 
riage. “However, some of my fellow 
social conservatives are today 
pulling a Newsom with the Feder¬ 
al Marriage Amendment, and even 
more indefensible from a conserv¬ 
ative perspective, they are trying to 
use the Constitution as their tool.” 

Barr then turned his attention 
to Mitt Romney. “The governor is 
pleading for this Congress and the 
federal government to protect him 
against the Massachusetts state 
Constitution, the Massachusetts 
Legislature, the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court, and most 
ironically, the people of Massa¬ 
chusetts if they eventually ratify 
the proposed Massachusetts con¬ 
stitutional amendment.” 

He invoked federalism in argu¬ 


ing against the FMA. “Marriage is 
a quintessential state issue.” And 
Barr worried, “If we begin to treat 
the constitution as our personal 
sandbox, in which to build and de¬ 
stroy castles as we please, we risk 
diluting the grandeur of having a 
constitution in the first place.” 

Barr acknowledged “the erosion 
of the nuclear family.... Restoring 
stability to these families is a tough 
problem, and requires careful, 
thoughtful and, yes, tough solutions. 
But homosexual couples seeking to 
marry did not cause this problem, 
and the Federal Marriage Amend¬ 
ment cannot be the solution.” 

Cheryl Jacques, president of 
the Human Rights Campaign and 
a former Massachusetts state sen¬ 
ator, said, “Clearly you do not have 
to support same-sex marriage 
rights to be against the FMA. Bob 
Barr and I see eye-to-eye that this 
amendment would undermine 
our Constitution.” 

“Not one more dime of taxpay¬ 
er money should be wasted debat¬ 
ing a discriminatory amendment 
that its sponsors already admit has 
no chance of passing,” said Patrick 
Guerriero, executive director of 
Log Cabin Republicans. “It is an 
abuse of the constitutional process 
and a disservice to the American 
people to ignore the important 
business pending before the Sen¬ 
ate in order to play politics with 
our nation’s founding document.” 

The Senate Republican leader¬ 
ship has said it will schedule a vote 
on the FMA in mid-July, though it 
is not clear what language will be 
put to a vote. 

Social conservatives continue to 
assert that politics is not involved 
in scheduling a vote on the FMA 
immediately prior to the Democ¬ 
ratic National Convention, but few 
observers buy that argument; they 
say it’s all about politics. 

One concern is whether Sena¬ 
tor John Kerry (D-Massachu- 
setts), the presumed Democratic 
presidential nominee, will be pre¬ 
sent to vote on the amendment or 
whether he conveniently will be 
on the campaign trail. 

There also is a growing fear 
among gay advocates that Senate 
Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D- 
South Dakota) will renege on his 
stated opposition to the FMA and 
vote for it. The vote may be an 
issue in his tight re-election cam¬ 
paign. If Daschle caves in to right 
wing pressure then several other 
Democrats are likely to follow. T 
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Massachusetts’ 1913 
marriage law challenged 


by Bob Roehr 
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JS pair of lawsuits was filed in 

V Boston on June 17 to strike 
down the 1913 law that 
Massachusetts Republican Gover¬ 
nor Mitt Romney is using to pre¬ 
vent out of state same-sex couples 
from marrying. Democratic At¬ 
torney General Thomas Reilly has 
backed up Romney with a letter to 
town clerks ordering them not to 
perform such marriages. 

The attorneys general of New 
York, Connecticut, and Rhode Is¬ 
land have offered varying inter¬ 
pretations that same-sex mar¬ 
riages conducted in Massachusetts 
might be recognized under their 
state laws. 

One of the legal challenges is 
by eight gay and lesbian couples 
who reside in the six states that 
adjoin Massachusetts; the other is 
by a dozen local jurisdictions in 
the state that issue marriage li¬ 
censes. The lawsuits were filed one 
month to the day after the state 
began issuing marriage license to 
same-sex couples. 

Gay and Lesbian Advocates 
and Defenders filed the suit on be¬ 
half of the couples. The group led 
the fight in the Massachusetts 
courts to win the right to marry. 

“We believe that Section 11 
[the 1913 law that was created to 
stop interracial marriage in Mass¬ 
achusetts by those whose home 
states did not allow it] violates 
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both the liberty and equality pro¬ 
visions of the Massachusetts Con¬ 
stitution,” said GLAD attorney 
Mary Bonauto. 

“This was a law that clerks 
were instructed to ignore for 
decades, yet the governor pulled it 
off the shelves just to deny mar¬ 
riage to some gay and lesbian cou¬ 
ples. Plainly stated, the constitu¬ 
tion trumps Section 11 under the 
Goodridge decision” that said bar¬ 
ring same-sex marriage was un¬ 
constitutional, Bonauto added. 

Harvard law professor Randall 
Kennedy added, “That authorities 
today would seek to [confine] the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s land¬ 
mark Goodridge ruling by resus¬ 
citating a statute tainted by racism 
is profoundly disturbing and re¬ 
grettable.” 

The suit also claims that the 
1913 provision violates the privi¬ 
leges and immunities clause of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

The eight couples who are the 
plaintiffs provide an extraordi¬ 
nary tableau of gays and lesbians 
within society. Among them are 
doctors, nurses, teachers, social 
workers, and an agent with the 
FBI. 


Lead plaintiffs Sandi and 
Bobbi Cote-Whitacre, Vermont 
residents in their mid-50s, met 36 
years ago when both were in the 
Army. Sandi works for the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
and Bpbbi for the state. A doctor 
refused to honor their power of 
attorney when Sandi had medical 
problems. 

“We don’t discriminate in 
Somerville City Hall, and we’re 
not about to start now,” said 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone, one 
of the towns that filed a lawsuit. 
“This goes beyond the issue of 
whether or not you agree with 
same-sex marriage or not. It’s a 
question of fairness and equity.” 

“This is a law that we have not 
enforced in most of the lifetimes 
of the people that have been 
working here,” said Michael Sulli¬ 
van, the mayor of Cambridge. 
“There is inherent discrimination 
to it, and on top of that there is the 
potential that as a community we 
would be a defendant in a case” 
filed by couples denied a license. 

Both cases seek to enjoin en¬ 
forcement of the dated statute and 
to have it declared unconstitu¬ 
tional. ▼ 


AIDS in China 

M page 20 

grantees and locating other pro¬ 
jects the group can fund. 

He plans to focus most of his 
efforts within the gay community, 
which is still largely closeted and 
underground. 

“There are no magazines in 
China that tell you which gay bars 
to go to, which saunas or places to 
go to,” said Lau. “Everything is 
found on the Internet or through 
friends you know.” 

Lau plans to move in with his 
boyfriend, an interior designer he 
met two months ago on a visit to 
China. Most men in China who 
are gay, he said, have a wife and 
children as well as a boyfriend on 
the side. 

“There is huge pressure to get 
married, not only through family 
but business,” he said. At the same 
time, he found “a very thriving gay 
community. The bars are always 
crowded.” 

Condoms, however, are not 
handed out at most gay bars or 
bathhouses. Men who enter the 
saunas are simply handed a bag 
containing soap. There are no 
signs about safe sex or informa¬ 
tion about HIV, he said. 

“They are scared the police will 


come in and see condoms that they 
will think this establishment is a 
place where gay sex is happening. 
Of course it is happening, they just 
don’t want the visibility of having 
condoms around,” said Lau. 

The fund has already helped 
pay one group of gay activists to 
begin to hand out condoms. The 
fund’s board has also made dona¬ 
tions to create a pen pal club be¬ 
tween Beijing University students 
and AIDS orphans in Henan; an 
HIV/AIDS peer education project 
at Jiaotong University in Shangai 
and at university campuses in 
Chongqing; the printing of an 
AIDS awareness brochure in 
Henan; and peer education work 
with sex workers and drug users in 
Xichang, Sichuan. 

“Our focus is not just on the gay 
community in China but to com¬ 
bat the stigma of HIV in China,” 
said Lew, who is president of Pro¬ 
ject Inform’s board. “We are part of 
several other global AIDS groups 
trying to make a difference there.” 

Lew, who is also gay, said the 
fund hopes to create “an active, 
credible network of advisers in 
China who are not only helping us 
but supporting the development 
of a network of activists in China.” 

For more information, visit 
www.aidsrelieffundchina.org or 
call (415) 820-9630. ▼ 
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Foraging for health 

Urban Forage creates a raw-food sensation 


by Mark Mardon 


f all the dreams germinated 
in the harsh desert environ¬ 
ment of Burning Man, 
which Once a year grows lush with 
art and ideas, none has managed 
to sprout as quickly and verdantly 
in San Francisco as Urban Forage, 
the new vegan, raw-food, organics 
• restaurant and juice bars that have 
popped up in the Lower Haight 
and the Inner Mission, and soon 
will blossom in the heart of the 
Castro. 

Created by partners Steven 
Burbank, Tanya Einhorn, Adrian 
English, and Liam Supple, Urban 
Forage soon will have three retail 
outlets in addition to a separate 
central kitchen serving them all. 
Together they will offer San Fran¬ 
cisco’s health-food-conscious citi¬ 
zenry a vast array of delicious sal¬ 
ads, soups, hearty rice bowls, fresh 
wraps, veggie burgers, bean pots, 
hot brews and elixirs, and organic 
smoothies and juices, all enchant- 
ingly refreshing. Everything on 
the menu is vegan (except option¬ 
al honey). You’ll find no coffee, 
but you’ll find invigorating hot 
drinks with yerba mate and herbs, 
along with savory hemp-almond 
milk treats. You’ll find a delectable 
arugula salad, black-bean burgers 
with various piquant sauces, a 
tasty, exotic Thai wrap with 
home-made kim chi, and a porta- 
bella mushroom stuffed with wal¬ 
nut fennel pate that will make you 
forget you ever imagined raw- 
food recipes were boring. At 
Urban Forage, the proprietors, 
staff and volunteers all project a 
faerie spirit, working magic to cre¬ 
ate an ecologically sound enter¬ 
prise, generating excitement 
around Einhorn’s distinctive raw- 
food/vegan menu, in the process 
demonstrating their commitment 
to strengthening people’s physical 
health and spiritual well-being. 

“This is food that brings your 
body back into its natural bal¬ 


ance,” raw-food chef extraordi¬ 
naire Einhorn said of the Urban 
Forage offerings. “Part of my in¬ 
tention, part of my philosophy, 
part of what I’m striving to do 
with Urban Forage is to provide 
daily fare. This is the food that, by 
eating it on a daily basis, is going 
to heal you, and prolong your 
health. Those things aren’t the 
super fancy things. I’m talking 
brown rice and steamed vegeta¬ 
bles.” 

Einhorn and Burbank met at 
Burning Man in 2002. She and 
Burbank connected spiritually 
and philosophically out in the 
desert (as so many do), and start¬ 
ed talking about opening a space 
in San Francisco for healing. 

“At Burning Man,” Einhorn 
said, “I was running a kitchen for 
our camp, feeding about 130 peo¬ 
ple two meals a day in the desert 
for five days. All vegan and organ¬ 
ic! We brought a hundred cases of 
coconuts. We had propane stoves, 
a U-Haul truck packed to the gills. 
We had a dome that we turned 
into our kitchen. It was a tremen¬ 
dously magical experience. So I 
think Steven was amazed.” 

Burbank agreed, saying that 
when he met Einhorn on the 
playa, “I saw she had a gift for 
working with food, and so I want¬ 
ed to create a structure that would 
facilitate bringing that gift into the 
world.” 

Burbank’s financial investment 
and deep personal involvement in 
Urban Forage grew out of his de¬ 
sire to create a company that 
worked hard to bring people into 
full self-expression, that helped 
them “bring their gift into the 
world.” He imagined a place 
where customers, employees, and 
proprietors all could find spiritu¬ 
al sustenance and growth. The 
main ingredient would be the 
food. 

‘Totally transformed’ 

Einhorn came back from 
Burning Man “totally trans¬ 


formed, and feeling I could do 
anything.” She continued working 
for herself doing raw-food cater¬ 
ing, as well as working with the 
Oxygen bar on Valencia Street. 
Then one day Burbank called her 
up and said there was an empty 
space at 14th & Guerrero that 
might serve as the healing space 
they envisioned. They went to 
look at it, and though it didn’t 
work out, they’d set the ball 
rolling. That was early November 
2002, and they started spending as 
much time as possible visioning 
and planning, working with the 
question: What do you want? 

“We looked at a lot of different 
spaces,” said Einhorn. “Then I 
heard through the grapevine that 
the owner of Feelmore Juice was 
selling, so I called him up; I had a 
connection with him because he 
was a DJ at the Oxygen bar. He 
knew me and my food, and he had 
been negotiating with someone 
else who wanted to do coffee in 
the space, and he actually was 
happier and more inclined to sell 
the business to us, because he 
knew that we were going to build 
on his vision.” 

There she developed a menu of 
raw foods, juices, smoothies, and 
Burbank carved out a space called 
“The Hive,” a sweet meditation/ 
yoga/tai chi/chanting space where 
teachers lead classes on a regular 
basis. . 

They opened the doors of the 
original Urban Forage, at 254 Fill¬ 
more Street, at Haight, on Febru¬ 
ary 17, 2003, and immediately 
were busy, busy, busy. 

Instant audience 

“It would appear that we’re 
opening into instant profitability,” 
said Supple, sitting in the space he 
did much to create, at 561 Valen¬ 
cia Street, where Urban Forage 
now occupies what used to be his 
Lunch Club, a restaurant that dab¬ 
bled iff organics, in a space featur¬ 
ing spectacular (albeit ecological¬ 
ly questionable) mahogany shelv- 


Maintain your PRIDE 
Preserve your Liberty 
Reclaim your Dignity 
Protect your Property 

Aggressive, Intelligent, Effective 
Representation in State and Federal Court 

Amparan Romero Kelley 6c Young, LLP 
415 . 581.0885 858 . 581.0885 

San Francisco San Diego 



Professional Massa 


Learn massage in a setting 
honor your intuitive ability to 
and prepares you for professional 

2-week Intensive 
July 10 - 25 

510-653-1594 


25 


Bodq 
Electric 
'J School 


4920 Telegraph Ave. 

Call for a 


brochure. 



From left, Liam Supple, Steven Burbank, and Tanya Einhorn at their 
Valencia Street restaurant. 


ing now adorning one large wall 
section of Urban Forage, giving 
the restaurant a glowing wooden 


warmth. Hanging plants now 
adorn the space, with fine art on 
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Thank you for the business & the referrals! 


DO YOU WANT TO 
QUIT SMOKING? 




A research study of the 
University of California, 
San Francisco. 




iQuit is a free Intfernet- 
based smoking treatment 
program for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
t who want to quit. 


Interested? Check us out online. 
http://iquit.medschool.ucsf.edu 
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF PRIDE IN BUSINESS 


GET THE TOOLS YOU NEED TO TAKE YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT 
LEVEL. Join SF Treasurer SUSAN LEAL and JOSEPH BERTOLOm, IBM'S 
Program Director of GLBT Sales and Talent for four hours of news, networking 
and sharing resources. Gain valuable knowledge to make that business dream 
a reality. And SF Pride visitors, please join us! Use what you learn here 
wherever home may bet! 

SPECIAL APPEARANCE BY HAIRSPRAY STAR BRUCE VILANCHI! 
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Power of Pride! 

◄ page 1 

because of the recent focus on gay 
marriage and the proposed 
amendment that would perma¬ 
nently write discrimination 
against gay couples and families 
into the U.S. Constitution. In fact 
Pride was already showing tinges 
of returning to its roots last year, 
on the heels of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s favorable sodomy ruling 
and America’s controversial wars 
in the Middle East. 

Additionally, the triaPfor the 
three men accused of murdering 
transgender teenager Gwen Arau¬ 
jo began in April, although it 
ended in a mistrial earlier this 
week. On Tuesday, the SF Pride 
board voted to dedicate this year’s 
parade and festival to Araujo. 

“Gay issues mean way more 
than marriage,” said Cain, noting 
that the “Out 4 Justice” theme was 
chosen before the marriage issue 
heated up. “We also support a 
woman’s right to choose, and 
housing and healthcare issues. 
Human issues are queer issues.” 

Pride-sanctioned public festiv¬ 
ities begin Saturday, June 26, at 
noon, with the annual outdoor 
festival at Civic Center featuring 
speakers, rallies, and performers. 
The world-famous Pride Parade is 
Sunday, June 27, at 10:30 a.m. 
from Market and Beale streets to 
Market and Eighth. The parade is 
followed by a larger festival that 
runs until 7 p.m. and features nu¬ 
merous stages, a variety of celebri¬ 
ty headliners, several venues for 
dancing and mingling, and blocks 
and blocks of booths of vendors 
and nonprofit groups. The event 
has attracted crowds of 1 million 
people in the past, with hundreds 
of thousands of them coming 


HIV (+) Volunteers Needed 
for a 2 Week Research Study 
of an Investigational Antiviral 


Study Participants will be paid $1,500 

You may be eligible to participate if you: 

1. Are HIV + with T-cells > 200 
and a viral load > 2,000. 

2. Have previously failed treatment 

with Efavirenz (sustiva), Viramune (nevirapine), 
or Rescriptor (delavirdine). 

3. Are currently off, or willing 
to stop, HIV therapy for 6 weeks 




uest 


* CLINICAL 
RESEARCH 


For more information, 
contact Dr. Jacob Lalezari at 
Quest Clinical Research, (415) 353-0800. 


from out of town. 

Related Pride parties are pro¬ 
moted on the Pride Web site at 
www.sfpride.org. A quick glimpse 
shows a genderqueer social 
tonight (Thursday, June 24), from 
7-9 p.m. hosted by Lyon-Martin 
Women’s Clinic; the first ever 
Yranny March on Friday, June 25; 
the annual Dyke March in Do¬ 
lores Park on Saturday, June 26, 
which kicks off the “Pink Satur¬ 
day” street party; Black Pride and 
Latin Pride brunches and dances; 
a photo show at the LGBT Com¬ 
munity Center featuring the his¬ 
toric San Francisco gay marriages; 
a deaf gathering on Friday night at 
Muddy Waters on Church Street; 
the annual “Fencesitters Ball” on 
Saturday night for the bisexual 
community; and a Dignity/SF 
Pride Liturgy Catholic Mass on 
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 

Pride highlights 

Don’t let your evening indul¬ 
gences hinder your ability to wake 
up in time for all the daytime ac¬ 
tivities in town. 

The SF Pride Festival on Satur¬ 
day features main stage perfor¬ 
mances and presentations, with a 
noon “Stand Against Hate” rally 
hosted by Community United 
Against Violence. 

At 1 p.m., a partner ceremony 
will take place, featuring the mass 
exchanging of vows by committed 
couples and registration of do¬ 
mestic partnership at the state 
level. The event is open to the 
public and requires identification 
and fees for registration. 

Afternoon entertainment in¬ 
cludes Sean Wiggins, Gina Liv¬ 
ingston, Cheer SF, and Blue Bud¬ 
dha. At 3:10 p.m., headliner Jacqui 
Naylor takes the stage, performing 
her widely renowned jazz num¬ 
bers. She will be followed by Dan¬ 
gerous Martini; Bettina Devin; 
and Lonnie Tuck. 

Saturday afternoon is the 
world famous San Francisco Dyke 
March, which begins with a rally 


in Dolores Park at 3:30 p.m.; the 
march kicks off at 7 (see story, 
page 3). 

The Dyke March is traditional¬ 
ly followed by an unofficial “Pink 
Saturday” street party in the Cas¬ 
tro where visitors and locals alike 
can view and partake in all the ac¬ 
tivities their mothers warned 
them about. 

Sunday morning means those 
hoping for a great view of the pa¬ 
rade should begin lining up along 
Market Street early. Spectators are 
welcome free of charge, or “grand¬ 
stand seating” is available on a 
first-come, first-served basis for 
$30, although it is almost sold out. 

At 10:30 a.m., as is tradition, 
the parade kicks off with the SF 
Women’s Motorcycle Contingent. 
There are nearly 200 parade con¬ 
tingents this year and thousands 
of marchers - representing the 
LGBT community in all of its di¬ 
versity, from religious groups to 
labor activists to youth and fami¬ 
ly organizations to sexy go-go 
dancers, embracing political and 
cultural messages as varied as the 
world at large. 

Parade grand marshals include 
actor Alan Cumming and comedi¬ 
an and actor Bruce Vilanch as 
celebrity honorees. Community 
grand marshals, profiled in the Bay 
Area Reporters Pride section, are 
black activist and former Pride 
President Calvin Gipson; night¬ 
club producer Heklina; visual 
artist Happy Hyder; progressive 
activist Kate Raphael; and the Rev¬ 
erend Troy Perry, who is “Lifetime 
Achievement” grand marshal. 
Mayor Gavin Newsom and Asses¬ 
sor-Recorder Mabel Teng have also 
been named grand marshals for 
their work with the gay marriages 
that took place earlier this year. 

The organization grand mar¬ 
shal this year is Immigration 
Equality for its work on behalf of 
bi-national LGBT couples. 

Cumming, Vilanch, and come¬ 
dian Graham Norton will be at 
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Did mayor's office 
slight grand marshals? 

by Cynthia Laird 

S an Francisco Pride officials have bruised feelings over a deci¬ 
sion by Mayor Gavin Newsom’s office not to issue individual 
certificates to this year’s community grand marshals, and 
some are wondering if politics played a role in the decision. 

Teddy Witherington, Pride executive director, told the Bay Area 
Reporter Monday, June 21 that Joe Caruso, the director of the 
mayor’s office of neighborhood services, called him last week 
“wanting to talk further about controversy that might be caused if 
certain grand marshals were honored,” Witherington quoted Caru¬ 
so as saying. While no specific grand marshal was named, specula¬ 
tion centered on Kate Raphael, an outspoken antiwar activist who 
has spent months aiding Palestinians in the Middle East. 

Caruso, in an interview Monday night at the mayor’s Pride re¬ 
ception following the raising of the rainbow flag at City Hall, 
adamantly denied the exchange took place. 

“Teddy and I did not have that conversation. Teddy’s doing a 
hell of a job and it’s about money,” Caruso said of the decision not 
to issue individual certificates because of the cost of framing them. 

Monday night, Newsom presented Pride board President Joey 
Cain with a framed proclamation commemorating Pride Month, 
Stand Against Hate Day, and Out 4 Justice, this year’s Pride theme. 
At the reception, Newsom said, “For efficiency and cost effective¬ 
ness, we’ve combined three proclamations.” 

Said Caruso later, “It’s not about the issues. We could either have 
good champagne and strawberries and a nice frame [for the procla¬ 
mation Newsom’s presented], or everyone gets paper.” He was re¬ 
ferring to the grand marshals receiving unframed paper certificates. 

Caruso added that he had not received any feedback from any¬ 
one regarding Raphael or any other grand marshal. 

“The only request I’ve received is to move people up in the pa¬ 
rade line,” Caruso said, adding he passed the message along to Pride 
organizers, who are responsible for the parade. 

In previous years, former Mayor Willie Brown issued individual 
certificates to the grand marshals, said Cain. 

“We’ve always gotten them before,” he added. 

As for the cost of that frame for the single proclamation, 
Matthew Goudeau with the mayor’s protocol office told the B.A.R. 
that it cost “around $65.” ▼ 
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Psychic channels 
pride in his profession 


by Eric Ganther 


Who: Leon LeGant 
What: Psychic 

Contact: leon@psychicschool. 
com; (415) 552-8554 

I once thought the primary 
purpose of psychics was to 

' separate fools from their 
money. Since becoming a San 
Franciscan, I’ve learned to sepa¬ 
rate myself from this totalitarian 
cynicism and to see life as vastly 
more complex (and interesting) 
than the Lutheran Church allows. 
To honor psychics - as misunder¬ 
stood in the world of helping pro¬ 
fessionals as queers are in the 
world of sexual identity, and as 
likely to call San Francisco home 
- I interviewed Leon LeGant, gay 
man, clairvoyant, and psychic 
healer. 

Tell me about being a psychic. 

Psychic is a Greek word mean¬ 
ing soul essence. Everybody has a 
soul; therefore everyone is psy¬ 
chic. There are lots of signs ad¬ 
vertising professional psychics 
all over San Francisco, but 
each one represents a 
wide variety of psychic 
ability and specialty - 
from tarot read¬ 
ers to palm 
readers to clair¬ 
voyants to 
channelers to healers. I’m a clair¬ 
voyant and a healer. 

What do clairvoyants do for peo¬ 
ple? 

As a clairvoyant, I look at and 
communicate directly with a per¬ 
son’s spirit. Usually people come 
to a psychic with questions: what’s 
my love life going to be? or their 
career, stuff like that. And I invite 
them to ask all the questions right 
at the beginning but as they’re 
doing that I’m watching their spir¬ 
it. Sometimes people have ques¬ 
tions that they don’t even know 
how to articulate but they know 
something is affecting them. As a 
spirit they’re able to communicate 
what’s affecting them through im¬ 
ages or symbols. 

How does healing work? 

There are two types of energies 
that I work on as a healer. One I 
call a core picture - it forms in the 
brain when an individual under¬ 
goes a stressful or traumatic event. 
When I’m healing, I’m looking for 
those pictures and psychically 
erasing them. It just takes a few 
moments. They’re highly charged 
with emotional energy. They’re 
like keystones in an arch that hold 
pain all over the body. You pop the 
core picture out of the brain and 
the remaining pain starts to pour 
out of all the different places in 
the body too. 

My second healing specialty is 
“spirit guide” removal. I use the 
term spirit guide loosely, to mean 
beings without bodies that may be 
beneficent but may also make 
people miserable. Everyone has 
spirit guides around them and 
those guides can have a strong in¬ 
fluence on life. When I read as a 
healer, I tend to look for the nega¬ 
tive guides and remove them, by 
psychically erasing their energy. 
When I do this, the person’s high¬ 
er-self has clear, unobstructed 
space, to heal and fulfill life goals. 
Your own spirit is a beautiful mir¬ 
acle and when you’re free of pain 


Leon LeGant 


you can actually know yourself 
and know your beauty and know 
your future. 

How did you get started doing 
this? 

Coming out clair- 
voyantly was way hard¬ 
er than coming out as a 
gay man. In fact, com¬ 
ing out as a clairvoy¬ 
ant prepared me for 
coming out as gay. They 
parallel themselves in 
many ways. I was spiritually 
sensitive the 
whole time 
and didn’t 
know it and 
didn’t know what it meant. And I 
knew things about people that I 
didn’t know how I knew. 

I was an average kid, who hap¬ 
pened to have a genetic predispo¬ 
sition for clairvoyance that start¬ 
ed awakening in me in adoles¬ 
cence. It started with seeing a 
ghost at a theater in Marin where 
I was working. People thought I 
was crazy, but I learned about it. It 
was a spirit. It was a control being. 
It was not a nice being. It created a 
lot of problems. In that case it was 
just controlling the environment. 
When you’re dealing with some¬ 
thing that’s not human you often 
can’t relate to why it does what it 
does. 

How did you develop professional¬ 
ly? 

I started my private practice 
about 10 years ago with one-on- 
one consultations. Over the years I 
noticed that most people look 
outside of themselves for their an¬ 
swers and personal power. That 
was not my experience, and I 
wanted to teach people how to 
find their own answers clairvoy- 
antly - to literally roll their eyes 
inward and look at themselves 
and find the answers within. 

Soon I had clients all over the 
country, so to teach them I found¬ 
ed and developed the Psychic 
School, the first long-distance 
clairvoyant training center. In 
2000 we started teaching six-week 
clairvoyant classes by telephone as 
well as locally here in San Francis¬ 
co. Since then we have shown 
hundreds of individuals across the 
U.S. and around the world how to 
handle, develop, and use their psy¬ 
chic energy. 

How much do you charge to see 
people and/or to attend your 
school? 

My consultations are $125 per 
hour. Out calls for parties or 
haunted house clearings are $150 
an hour with a two-hour mini¬ 
mum. I teach through the Psychic 


School, which offers [some] free 
classes and healing clinics. Our 
six-week clairvoyant classes are 
$200 each and our advance one- 
year program is $200 monthly. 


“The Antidote 
to Antiviral 
Medication 
Toxicity” 


Single Strength Packets 

(for body weight under 140 lbs.) 

$69.95/60 packets 

Double Strength Packets 

(for body weight over 140 lbs.) 

$129.95/60 packets 


Health Vitamin Center 


Do you see patterns of issues in 
queer people? 

Yes. Some gay and lesbian peo¬ 
ple’s environment has taught 
them to hate or fear their own sex¬ 
uality. Internal homophobia can 
cause them to take their emotions 
and sexuality - part of their nat¬ 
ural beingness and splinter it off, 
shove it and the pain connected to 
it deep into their unconscious. But 
you can’t really get rid of it that 
way. It will just manifest as self- 
hatred, self-sabotage, or it gets un¬ 
consciously projected in countless 
negative ways. 

Do queers see things differently? 

Is there a link between spiritual 
leadership and queerness? 

Most definitely. When I read a 
gay person, it’s not like they’re 
majorly different. I think everyone 
is unique and has reasons for cre¬ 
ating the life they have. And I do 
feel on a spirit level that being gay 
involves a level of spiritual choice 
that is separate and different from 
a conscious choice. ▼ 


Eric Ganther is a career coach 
for queers in transition. E-mail 
him at eric@ericganther.com. 
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Understanding Your 
Needs 

Fog City Medical Clinic 
proudly supports the 
efforts of the gay, lesbian 
and bisexual community 
to secure equal rights 
and justice, to live freely 
and with dignity. 

We look forward to serving 
you and your health needs 
in the coming year. 

When you need concerned, 
compassionate, nonjudgmental 
medical care, visit us. 

We put patients first. 


FCMC accepts most major health 
insurance plans (PPO and HMO), 
as well as Medicare and Trfcare. 
Private-pay patients are always welcome. 
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Do you suffer from 

HIV NEUROPATHY? 


S3 No Cost for Study Medication 
2! Compensation for Your Time 


If you are at least 18 years old, HIV-positive and suffer 
from pain, burning or tingling in your feet, you may be 
eligible to participate in a clinical research study. 

Please contact: 

Lonnie Leonard, RN, Study Coordinator 
First Clinical Research 

(415) 682.2430 ♦ lleonard@firstclinical.com 
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prevention 
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ACE study 
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A voice in the middle 

Ronn Owens talks to the B.A.R. 


by Ed Walsh 


I ’m the stereotypical gay guy,” 
KGO radio talk show host 
Ronn Owens told his listeners 
recently. 

“Except for the sex part,” he 
added. 

“I think I’m kind of metrosex- 
ual,” Owens explained to the Bay 
Area Reporter in a recent interview. 
“I have no problem getting facials, 
manicures. I’m neat, I’m clean, I 
take care of my appearance. All the 
stereotypes people have about gays 
- that’s me. And I think it’s impor¬ 
tant for a straight guy to say, so 
what, what’s the big deal?” 

Since joining KGO (810 AM) 
in 1975, Owens has been one of 
the most outspoken advocates for 
gay rights in Bay Area media. And 
when Owens talks, a lot of people 
listen. His 9 a.m.-noon radio show 
consistently tops the ratings, mak¬ 
ing his show the most listened to 
radio talk show in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia. The trade publication, 
Talkers magazine, named him on 
its list of the Top 25 Greatest 
Radio Talk Show Hosts of All 
Time. He is also the winner of the 
prestigious 2003 Marconi Award. 
Owens can now add the title of 
author to his credits. His recently 
released book, Voice of Reason: 
Why the Left and Right are Wrong, 
quickly made it to the Bay Area’s 
best-seller list. 

Like his show, the book doesn’t 
shy away from gay issues. 



Radio talk show host Ronn Owens . 


“Personally, I’m about as het¬ 
erosexual as you can get,” Owens 
wrote. “I can’t imagine walking 
down a beach, past a row of beau¬ 
tiful women, and saying, ‘Hey, 
check out the guy with the hairy 
legs and the buffed chest. What a 
hunk.’ 

“That said, you’d be hard 
pressed to find anyone on the 
radio that’s a bigger advocate of 
gay rights than me. I believe you’re 
born gay, and that your rights are 
just as important as anyone else’s 
and that any attempt to convince 
you otherwise is rude, absurd, un¬ 
informed, and just plain wrong.” 

Owens argues that the Repub¬ 
lican stance against gay rights is 
inconsistent. 

“I never understood how the 


GOP could consistently oppose gay 
rights,” he wrote. “This is the party 
that says they want the government 
to interfere as little as possible in 
our private affairs, yet they keep 
pushing for laws that would dis¬ 
criminate against people because 
of what they do in the bedroom.” 

Owens also is critical of the 
hypocrisy of some liberal Democ¬ 
rats who seem to care more about 
groups of people than individuals 
themselves. As a case in point, he 
cites openly gay Massachusetts 
Congressman Barney Frank. 

“He’s a champion not only for 
gays, but also for the poor and dis¬ 
enfranchised,” Owens wrote. “Yet 
when you try to talk to him on a 
personal level, when you sit and 
watch him get ready to be inter¬ 
viewed, he comes across as really 
arrogant. He’s pompous, he 
screams at people, he’s just un¬ 
pleasant to be around.” 

When asked about his mention 
of Frank in his book, Owens told 
the B.A.R.: “He was one of the big¬ 
ger disappointments. I always 
looked at the guy as being some¬ 
what of a hero.” 

The B.A.R. contacted Frank for 
a response. Frank said he never 
heard of the book. After he was 
read the above passage, Frank re¬ 
sponded, “Well, I guess I wouldn’t 
expect him to invite me to tea any¬ 
time soon.” 

The theme of Owens’s book is 
that he believes that the left has it 
right often on social and domestic 
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Urban Forage 

◄ page 25 

the walls, mood lighting through¬ 
out, and one of the healthiest- 
looking team of servers and 
kitchen staff you’ve ever seen, of 
all genders and persuasions, and 
all clearly sharing in the Urban 
Forage spirit. 

There’s the new elixir bar, 
topped with a varnished, five- 
inch-thick piece of redwood. You 
can sit on a stool there and get 
your wheatgrass and rejuvelac 
chaser. “A number of dieticians are 
prescribing our foods,” Supple 
said. 

In order to do organics afford¬ 
ably, Supple said, you have to have 
high volume. By joining together, 
he and the other partners are able 
to create those higher volumes, so 
the prices stay within the ballpark 
people might pay for non-organ¬ 
ics. And by having a more focused 
marketing strategy, he added, 
everybody understands when 
they come in to Urban Forage 
that all the fare is organic and 
vegan. That instantly attracts a 
large audience. 

“Most restaurants take a cou¬ 
ple of years to find their feet,” said 
Supple, clearly delighted at the 
prompt success of Urban Forage. 
That Urban Forage is prospering 
“really speaks to the times,” he 
added. “People are frustrated with 
our current economic and politi¬ 
cal environment, and they’re 
wanting to take better care of 
themselves and nurture their spir¬ 
it. That’s our focus, spiritual evo¬ 
lution through connection with 
food and people. The community 
has really kind of rallied around 
us, because they can see that’s 
what we’re doing. We’ve had 
amazing support from the net¬ 


work of faerie folks who have 
come in and offered their time 
and referred other customers. 

“I’m part of the sober commu¬ 
nity in the city,” added Supple, “so 
we don’t serve alcohol, and we 
don’t serve coffee, because we 
found the acidity of the coffee 
didn’t work with the food, it’s not 
balanced with the healing proper¬ 
ties of what we do. We have mat£, 
which has matine, which is very 
similar to caffeine, but that’s real¬ 
ly the only kind of stimulant.” 

As for the Castro location, said 
Supple, it will occupy the old 
Faerie Queene Chocolates space at 
415 Castro Street, and “we think it 
will fit well with the demograph¬ 
ic,” appealing to diet-conscious 
gay people on-the-go. “It will be 
all about juices and smoothies, all 
of our raw foods, some of our rice 
bowls. That’s part of the central¬ 
ized kitchen model so that we can 
do a lot of prep and deliver to a 
small space.” Supple says they 
hope to have the Castro Street 
Urban Forage open a couple of 
days before Pride. 

Einhorn grew up being ob¬ 
sessed by food. She became vege¬ 
tarian when she was 13, the only 
one in her family, so she started 
cooking for herself. 

“I grew up reading cookbooks 
for fun instead of stories,” said 
Einhorn. “I had a job back east as 
a line cook in a restaurant that re¬ 
ally inspired me a lot. So I moved 
to California because that’s where 
all the vegetarians are, or at least I 
thought so at the time. I ended up 
enrolling in the California Culi¬ 
nary Academy, and graduated 
from the CCA in 1999. It’s a pret¬ 
ty traditional school. They pride 
themselves on global cuisine, but 
it’s definitely got a French Conti¬ 
nental foundation. My intention 
for going there was to learn tech¬ 


nique, which can be applied to any 
type of food, and to have a piece 
of paper at the end that would 
give me credibility. They knew I 
was doing something different. I 
was vegan the entire time I was in 
school. I didn’t taste anything that 
I made.” 

Much of Einhorn’s inspiration 
to run a restaurant came from 
when she was in Hawaii, where 
she went after school, to an in¬ 
ternship at a resort on the Big Is¬ 
land, on the Puna side. She quick¬ 
ly became executive chef there, 
and for two years was running her 
own show, managing 25 volun¬ 
teers, with a menu that changed 
daily. She was inspired by the mul¬ 
ticultural aspects of the environ¬ 
ment and the diverse food that 
grows there. That’s also where she 
learned management skills. 

With the opening of Urban 
Forage on Valencia Street, Ein¬ 
horn has “retreated” into her spe¬ 
cialty, which is the management of 
food production. She manages the 
kitchen staff, the food inventory, 
and the flow of food. The restau¬ 
rant receives produce daily, and 
other larger orders once a week. 
Einhorn does the ordering every 
day. The other partners hire and 
train for the front ofthe house, 
and for the other locations. Adri¬ 
an English, the owner of 333 Lin¬ 
den, is managing the build-out 
and construction of the Castro 
Street store. Supple has taken on 
other vendor duties. 

“The boys take care of the co¬ 
conuts,” Einhorn said, “because 
that requires a vehicle and they 
handle everything that happens 
outside the door.” She remains 
where she loves to be, tied to the 
line, flipping bean burgers. 

“I would say we go through six 
to 10 cases of coconuts on a given 
day between the two stores,” Ein- 
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horn said. The coconuts are im¬ 
ported from Thailand. 

Are they fattening? 

“My personal opinion is no, 
they’re not,” replied Einhorn. “I 
think any whole raw fat doesn’t 
make you fat; our bodies require 
fat to operate properly. 

The volume of food they’re 
producing is “intense,” Einhorn 
noted. At Valencia Street they’re 
serving, on a regular basis, be¬ 
tween 200 and 250 people a day; 
at Fillmore Street it’s between 100 
and 150. Between the two stores, 
Einhorn figures, they go through 
150 pounds of carrots a day, 40 
pounds of onions a day, and al¬ 
most a case of kale a day, a huge 
volume. 

“Our body is the house of our 
spirit,” Einhorn declared, explain¬ 
ing why she strives so hard. “By 
preparing our bodies to channel 
the energy we desire to channel, 
we’re able to connect with spirit, 
with our own higher spirit, with 
whatever divine energy we believe 
in. Eating a particular way is what 
allows your physical container to 
do that.” ▼ 
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Medical cannabis appeals 
rest on supremes’ decision 


by Liz Highleyman 


S everal medical cannabis pa¬ 
tients and providers are 
pinning their hopes on a 
December 2003 court ruling that 
prohibits federal officials from in¬ 
terfering with state medical mari¬ 
juana laws. Their fate rests on an 
upcoming U.S. Supreme Court 
decision about whether to hear an 
appeal from the Bush administra¬ 
tion in the matter. 

• On June 16, a panel of the U.S. 
District Court for the Ninth Cir¬ 
cuit heard oral arguments in the 
appeal of Bryan Epis, 37, the first 
Californian associated with a 
medical marijuana dispensary to 
receive a federal sentence for 
cannabis cultivation. The most 


prominent similar conviction was 
that of Ed Rosenthal, who last 
June was found guilty of growing 
cannabis but sentenced to just one 
day in prison. 

Epis was arrested in June 1997 
after Butte County sheriff’s offi¬ 
cers discovered 458 cannabis 
plants and seedlings growing in 
the basement of his Chico home. 
Since his 2002 conviction, Epis has 
been serving a mandatory 10-year 
federal prison sentence. 

During his initial trial, Epis 
was not permitted to offer evi¬ 
dence that he was growing 
cannabis for medical purposes. 
Epis claims he used most of the 
cannabis himself to relieve chron¬ 
ic pain resulting from an automo¬ 
bile accident. The remainder was 
given to four other patients with 


whom Epis had formed a cooper¬ 
ative, or sold at cost to the non¬ 
profit Chico Medical Marijuana 
Caregivers. 

Federal attorneys allege that 
Epis was a drug dealer running a 
commercial operation. Epis’s at¬ 
torney, Brenda Grantland, argued 
last Wednesday that in order to 
obtain a conspiracy conviction 
against Epis, prosecutors misrep¬ 
resented data found on his com¬ 
puter to show that he planned to 
grow more than 1,000 cannabis 
plants and expected to take in mil¬ 
lions of dollars. 

Grantland also argued that the 
December 2003 verdict in the case 


of Raich v. Ashcroft should apply 
to Epis as well. In that ruling, the 
Ninth Circuit said it is unconsti¬ 
tutional for the federal govern¬ 
ment to prosecute patients and 
caregivers who grow, possess, and 
distribute marijuana non-com- 
mercially within a state in compli¬ 
ance with state medical cannabis 
laws. In April, U.S. District Judge 
Jeremy Fogel ruled that the Raich 
verdict also applies to patient co¬ 
operatives such as the Santa Cruz- 
based Wo/Men’s Alliance for Med¬ 
ical Marijuana. 

The Bush administration has 
asked the nation’s highest court to 
overturn the Raich verdict, argu¬ 


ing that cannabis has no recog¬ 
nized medical uses and that any 
distribution of marijuana falls 
under the federal Interstate Com¬ 
merce Act. The Supreme Court is 
expected to announce by the end 
of the month whether it will hear 
the federal government’s appeal. 

In the meantime, the Ninth 
Circuit Court sent cases involving 
four Northern California medical 
cannabis dispensaries back to the 
district level last Friday, asking 
federal judges Fogel and Charles 
Breyer to reconsider their rulings 
in light of the Raich verdict, but to 
wait until after the Supreme Court 
issues its decision. T 
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by Bob Roehr 


T he U.S. National HIV Test¬ 
ing Day falls on a Sunday 
this year, June 27, but the 
whole week is filled with media 
coverage and local events leading 
up to it. In some cities, such as San 
Francisco and New York, the day 
falls at the same time as LGBT 
Pride celebrations. 

Estimates are that nearly a mil¬ 
lion Americans are infected with 
the virus but a quarter of them do 
not know it. Research shows that 
when people learn their HIV sta- 
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tus they are better able to take care 
of their own health issues and 
they are less likely to infect their 
sexual partners. 

Rapid testing that uses either 
saliva or a drop of blood is now 
widely available and can identify 
antibodies to HIV in just a few 
minutes. Many AIDS services or¬ 
ganizations will be out in force 
using rapid tests throughout the 
week. 

OraSure, the company that 
makes the rapid tests, would like 
to be able to sell them directly to 
consumers, just like home preg¬ 
nancy tests. But the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and many AIDS experts remain 
opposed to the idea, they say that 
testing should be accompanied by 
counseling. 

About 48 percent of all Ameri¬ 
cans say they have been tested for 
HIV, according to a survey by the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. Some 
20 percent have been tested with¬ 
in the last year: 43 percent in a pri¬ 
vate doctor’s office; 20 percent at 
a general health clinic; and 32 per¬ 
cent somewhere else. About 1 per¬ 
cent reported using a home test 
kit. 

The Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion clamped down on home test 
kits being sold over the Internet at 
Canadian Web sites aidshivtest. 
com and discreettest. com. The 


kits are not approved for sale in 
the U.S., but more importantly, 
they are extremely inaccurate. 

Three minutes after perform¬ 
ing the test according to the pack¬ 
age instructions, 15.4 percent-of 
the results were inaccurate; after 
eight minutes, 29.6 percent were 
inaccurate; and after 15 minutes, 
a whopping 59.3 percent were 
wrong, according to officials. The 
errors were in both directions - 
telling those who were negative 
that they were positive, and vice 
versa. 

A federal court has issued an 
injunction requested by the FTC 
stopping sales of the tests in the 
U.S. 

In Botswana, one of the 
African countries hardest hit by 
the epidemic, the government re¬ 
versed its testing policy in January. 
It no longer simply offers HIV 
tests (not from Canada), it makes 
them a mandatory part of every 
hospital or clinic visit, unless the 
patient objects. 

The change in policy parallels 
an increased availability of thera¬ 
py within the country and an in¬ 
creased willingness to both get 
tested and go on therapy. 

To find out more about Na¬ 
tional HIV Test Day, and to locate 
a test site near you, go to 
www.hivtest.org or call 1-888- 
344-KNOW. ▼ 
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Racist claims 

◄ page 6 

we’re to believe that black men 
have just been putting up with 
this crap for YEARS and it’s just 
now that we’ve had it up to here! 
I’m not buying it!” wrote Bass, 
who is black and has been a pa¬ 
tron of the bar for years. “These 
attacks on Natali and SF-Badlands 
come across as a very thinly veiled 
attempt to negatively impact the 
transfer of the Pendulum’s liquor 
license to Natali. Unfortunately, 
the people behind this has chosen 
some pretty hot-button issues in 
order to affect getting this done.” 

Natali has adamantly denied 
all the charges, calling them base¬ 
less. A number of his employees 
and patrons have voiced their sup¬ 
port and also denounced the ac¬ 
cusations as having no merit. Two 
African American employees, one 
a DJ at the Detour and a bar¬ 
tender at Badlands, have also 
come forward to refute statements 
made in the complaints that Na¬ 
tali does not employ blacks. 

At the same time, several for¬ 
mer employees and patrons at 
^ Badlands have now come forward 
to support the groups’ claims that 


Natali discriminates. Both of the 
city’s LGBT Democratic clubs and 
a gay legal group have voiced their 
support for the investigations into 
Natali’s alleged practices. 

The San Francisco Police De¬ 
partment has also requested the 
ABC put a 20-day stay on the ap¬ 
plication as it investigates claims 
that Natali violated the city’s po¬ 
lice code when he asked patrons 
for two forms of IDs. The policy 
has been used in the past by bar 
owners to discriminate against 
minorities and was made illegal in 
the 1980s. 

Supervisor Bevan Dufty, who 
is openly gay and represents the 
Castro District, sent a letter to 
ABC officials Tuesday, June 22 
urging them to place a hold on 
Natali’s pending application to 
purchase the Pendulum. 

“Discrimination is not just 
wrong; it’s illegal. Business owners 
who engage in such practices 
should not receive privileges from 
the state of California or the city 
and county of San Francisco such 
as alcohol and/or entertainment 
licenses,” Dufty wrote in his letter. 

Dufty announced his support 
for the investigations during a 
press conference at the LGBT 
Community Center Tuesday. Na¬ 


tali’s attorney, Paul Melbostad, 
who sat in the audience afterward, 
attacked Dufty for sending his let¬ 
ter to the ABC without first meet¬ 
ing with Natali. 

“What I do find troubling is 
Bevan did not call Les and ask to 
meet with him. It seems to me 
Bevan should have asked to meet 
with him before passing judg¬ 
ment. It comes across as political 
pandering,” said Melbostad, the 
former chair of the city’s Ethics 
Commission and also legal coun¬ 
sel to the B.A.R. 

He said that neither himself 
nor Natali have yet to receive 
copies of the complaints filed. Na¬ 
tali and his supporters have also 
suggested Dufty’s actions are tied 
to his friendship with Greg Bron- 
stein, another Castro bar and 
restaurant owner. 

Bronstein and Natali fought a 
lengthy legal battle over owner¬ 
ship of the Detour, which ulti¬ 
mately resulted in Natali acquir¬ 
ing ownership of the bar. Bron¬ 
stein owns the space next to De¬ 
tour, which Dufty rented for his 
campaign headquarters when he 
ran for supervisor in 2002. 

Bronstein had also bid on buy¬ 
ing the Pendulum but lost out to 
Natali. Bronstein, who was read 


Power of Pride! 

A page 26 

the pink triangle installation Sat¬ 
urday, June 26 at 10:30 a.m. on the 
top of Twin Peaks, said organizer 
Patrick Carney. For directions, 
visit www.thepinktriangle.com. 

It takes hours for the entire pa¬ 
rade to make its way up Market 
Street, and when it does, the 
marchers spill into the festival 
area at 8th Street. 

In addition to a variety of 
stages and venues (detailed on 
page 32), the festival features a 
Pride main stage lineup on Sun¬ 
day that is star-studded and ener¬ 
gy-packed. 

Headlining the main stage is 
Chaka Khan, known for hits such 
as “I Feel For You” and “I’m Every 
Woman”; she performs at 4:55 
p.m. Also in the afternoon is co¬ 
median Norton. 

“It’s very exciting to have main 
stage performers of the caliber of 
Chaka Khan and Graham Nor¬ 
ton,” said Pride’s Cain. “Chaka’s 
phenomenal talent and award¬ 
winning career will contribute 
greatly to making this year’s pa¬ 
rade and celebration the world 
class event that it is.” 

Other must-sees include les¬ 
bian rapper JenRO at 12:25 p.m.; 
the 1950s-style big-band the 
Woodyz at 1 p.m.; heroes from the 
same-sex marriage movement at 
1:40 p.m.; cast members from the 
musical Hairspray at 2:20 p.m.; 
the Men of Falcon Studios and 


Chi Chi LaRue at 3:15 p.m.; the 
homo hip-hop group Deep Dick- 
ollective at 3:35 p.m.; and the win¬ 
ner of the “Pride Idol” contest at 
5:55 p.m. 

The official Pride dance party 
is Fresh at Ruby Skye; visit 
www.freshsf.com for more infor¬ 
mation. 

Festival attractions 

The Pride festival this year fea¬ 
tures some new additions, recent 
traditions, and old favorites. A 
voluntary $3 gate donation is re¬ 
quested for entry into the big 
block party of stages, community 
spaces, and rows of merchandise, 
food, beverage, and information 
booths. Saturday’s festival runs 
from noon until 6 p.m., and Sun¬ 
day’s is noon until 7 p.m. 

A transgender space - whose 
focal point is the altar where Fri¬ 
day’s Transgender March ends - 
will be hosted at the Civic Center 
through the weekend. 

A Bear Garden will premiere at 
the Civic Center Plaza on Sunday 
and will provide a space to “snug¬ 
gle up to your favorite furry bear, 
scratch, and enjoy the day,” ac¬ 
cording to organizers. The garden 
will be recognizable by its bear 
flags and will also feature infor¬ 
mation about “Hairrison,” the 
Bear street fair scheduled for Au¬ 
gust 15 in San Francisco. 

The Outword Writers Village 
will feature Patrick Califia, Carol 
Queen, Michelle Tea, Larry-bob 
Roberts, the Bay Area Reporter's 
own Jim Provenzano, and others. 


Leather Alley is a venue for 
leather, fetish, and BDSM minded 
folks. 

In addition to the main stage, 
there is also the Fag Fridays dance 
stage, named after the popular 
nightclub party; the Latin stage; 
the Asian and Pacific Islander 
Wellness stage; the SwingOut 
swing stage; the Tantra dance 
stage; the Nectar women’s stage; 
the Soul of Pride African Ameri¬ 
can stage; the Sundance country 
and western stage; the Shadow 
Play stage; and Faerie Freedom 
Village. 

There will be a deaf and hard 
of hearing gathering space at the 
Pride celebration, on Sunday from 
10 a.m. until 7 p.m. near the main 
stage. Many of the stages with per¬ 
formances or speakers will be ASL 
interpreted, and the main stage 
also has designated areas for peo¬ 
ple with disabilities. 

DanceSafe, a harm reduction 
organization, will host a booth to 
provide literature and informa¬ 
tion on drugs, safer sex, and hear¬ 
ing protection. DanceSafe volun¬ 
teers will also provide free ecstasy 
adulterant screening, and water 
will be provided to the Pride 
dancing areas. 

There are also free childcare fa¬ 
cilities available, as well as bicycle 
parking. 

A map of all the areas and 
stages is available online or at the 
Pride information booth in the 
Civic Center. For more informa¬ 
tion on all Pride events visit 
www.sfpride.org. T 


Ronn Owens 

A page 28 

issues and the right is right more 
often on fiscal and international 
issues. 

Although written before the 
debate over gay marriage sparked 
by San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, Owens tackled the issue 
in his book, suggesting that the 
most pragmatic solution would be 
to allow gays all the rights of mar¬ 
ried couples, without using the 
term marriage. 

“While I clearly support the 
idea of gay marriage,” he wrote, “I 
can understand the resistance 
from the other side.” 

Owens told the B.A.R. that the 
best strategy for gay marriage ad¬ 
vocates is to settle for “half a loaf” 
rather than insist on the whole 


marriage loaf or nothing. 

“I’m a half a loaf theorist,” he 
told the B.A.R. “I say you take what 
you can get and once you get what 
you got, you go for the next part of 
it. But to turn around and say ‘I 
want everything or nothing’ is self- 
defeating. Get the foot in the door, 
then you got some leverage.” 

Owens is sharply critical of 
Bush’s support of a constitutional 
amendment that would ban gay 
marriage. He told his listeners that 
was one of the pivotal reasons why 
he couldn’t support President 
Bush’s re-election. 

“The idea that you got to push 
an amendment to discriminate 
against people is unconscionable,” 
Owens said. 

Despite his ratings success, 
Owens has no shortage of critics 
on the right and left. He noted that 
his support of the war in Iraq drew 


the most vitriolic criticism he has 
had in his radio career, which 
began in 1968. Much of that criti¬ 
cism has come from the nighttime 
hosts at KGO: Gene Burns, Bernie 
Ward, and Ray Taliaferro, all of 
whom strongly opposed the U.S. 
involvement in Iraq. 

Owens will keep his fans and 
detractors talking well into the 
next decade. On June 14, KGO an¬ 
nounced that it signed Owens to 
an eight-and-a-half year contract, 
an unusually long-term deal in the 
broadcasting business that is often 
enslaved to the fickle audience 
tastes. ▼ 


Full disclosure: Ed Walsh works 
part-time for KGO-TV news, 
whose parent company, 
Disney/ABC owns KGO radio 
and TV. 


Natali’s letter on Tuesday, did not 
respond to requests for comment. 

During the press conference 
Tuesday, Dufty said he decided to 
speak out on the issue because, 
since the story broke, “the flood¬ 
gates have opened. Over the past 
week many people have come up 
to me to tell of conduct that 
would appall me and gives me 
pause. I have heard enough. I am 
ready to say a few things.” 

Dufty pledged his commit¬ 
ment to ensure the city takes every 
step to address the allegations, 
saying, “This is very important 
work that is just beginning.” 

Natali also attended the press 
conference, where he handed out 
copies of his letter he sent to the 
B.A.R. and sat in the front row. 
On Wednesday morning Natali 
reiterated his charges that the 
group IsBadlandsBad.com is part 
of a smear campaign. 

“I listened to Romesburg’s well- 
rehearsed harangue, and it was ob¬ 
vious to me that he is a well-paid 
professional hired to espouse a 
.cause other than his own, and 
other than those he claims to rep¬ 
resent. Their interest is not in dis¬ 
cussing or correcting any problem 
they report, but rather they want to 
stop the sale of the Pendulum to 
me,” said Natali in an e-mail. 

He also said he tried to speak 
to the people behind the charges 
but was told “this was ‘not the 
forum’ for me.” According to Na¬ 
tali’s statement, he said he waited 
after the press-conference to an¬ 


swer people’s questions, but was 
only approached by a B.A.R. re¬ 
porter. 

Romesburg refuted Natali’s 
claim, saying he told him he could 
make a statement or ask a ques¬ 
tion at the end of the press con¬ 
ference. Romesburg said the 
group, which is all volunteer, has 
been meeting since last November 
and has only spent $150 in ex¬ 
penses. 

A Castro resident for 20 years, 
Natali has owned the Patio Cafe 
space for 10 years and bought 
Badlands five years ago. He has re¬ 
quested a meeting with HRC to 
discuss the charges against him. 
He has also agreed to talk to the 
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic 
Club next month when the mem¬ 
bership meets to discuss lending 
its support to the investigations. 

In his statement Wednesday, 
Natali said, “I love the Castro and 
the people in the Castro. I do not 
discriminate against anyone. 
When the truth comes out about 
these allegations, the people of the 
Castro will know that I do not dis¬ 
criminate against anyone.” ▼ 


Full disclosure: Mr. Natali has 
been a client of Goldstein 
Gellman Melbostad Gibson and 
Harris for well over a decade. 
The firm’s representation of 
Mr. Natali is unrelated to Mr. 
Melbostad being general 
counsel to the Bay Area 
Reporter. 


Introducing PRIDE PAK 
“DIRECT” - Direct Mail 
Advertisers REACH OUT! 1 .! 
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email: pridepak@viplitho.com 
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Striders 


Frontrunners' historic path 


by Jim Provenzano 


W% unning is the purest sport. 
Stf Seriously. There are no 
1 % sticks, balls, or nets. Just legs 
chopping air and lungs heaving in 
and out in a race to the finish. 

That form of racing goes back 
thousands of years, preceding 
even the first Greek Olympic 
Games. Across deserts and moun¬ 
tains, messengers bearing impor¬ 
tant documents were probably the 
first sponsored athletes. 

Jump ahead to 1976 A.D. A gay 
running group is born, becoming 
the first organized GLBT sports 
group. 

Bud Budlong, chairman of the 
marathon for the 1986 Gay 
Games in San Francisco, has a fas¬ 
cinating history of that group’s 
origins (on its Web site www.sf- 
frontrunners.org) and tells of a 
free community college in San 
Francisco called Lavender U., 
where it all began. 

Jack Baker and Gardner Pond 
were set on teaching a furniture 
refinishing course at Lavender U. 
Each of them runners, at the last 
minute they changed it to a “learn 
to jog” class, which became the 
Lavender U. Joggers. 

“For many, the Lavender U. 
Joggers was the first gay group 
they had joined,” said Budlong, re¬ 
calling a time when, he said, “there 
were no gay hiking, track, swim¬ 
ming, skiing, wrestling, bicycling, 
or tennis clubs, and no bands, 


choruses or theater groups.” The 
running group would inspire oth¬ 
ers to start their own sports 
groups. 

Soon after the demise of 
Lavender U., the Joggers - with 
elected officers and growing week¬ 
ly events - changed their name to 
FrontRunners, a variation on the 
title of Patricia Nell Warren’s best¬ 
selling novel, The Front Run¬ 
ner. By 1980, they pre¬ 
miered the first “Gay 
Run” - 400 runners par¬ 
ticipated. 

Warren said she’s de¬ 
lighted to have so many 
FrontRunners clubs bearing 
her book’s name. She’s 
also happy “to see the 
growing international 
array of FrontRunner 
clubs for running and 
walking, and their 
contribution to the growth of 
GLBT sports.” 

Warren will be among the 
many participants at the next In¬ 
ternational FrontRunners Games, 
July 21-25 in Seattle. 

The IFRG includes a track and 
field meet, a “Run With Pride” 5K 
road race, a 5K benefit walk, and 
social events and meetings for up 
to 25 of the nearly 100 FrontRun¬ 
ners clubs. From its early Califor¬ 
nia roots, FrontRunners members 
range from novices getting in 
shape to distance runners going 
for the gold at Gay Games events 
and national competitions. 

About a dozen San Francisco 


FrontRunners will compete in the 
IFRG. This year, San Francisco’s 
club celebrates its 25th annual 
Pride Run,and its 30th anniver¬ 
sary as a group. In 2003, its Pride 
Run raised $8,700 for charity. 

With about 300 club members, 
and about 100 “recurring guests,” 
Garrett Hayashida, president of 
San Francisco FrontRunners, said 
being part of such a historic lega¬ 
cy is “kind of amaz¬ 
ing.” 

Hayashida said 
more than 50(Fpeople at¬ 
tended last year’s Pride Run. 
Regular Saturday runs have 
about 100-150 participants. 
“In the pouring rain, 
though, it’s only hard¬ 
core members,” he 
added. 

International 
FrontRunners Presi¬ 
dent Alden Clark, of the Boston 
club, and a Gay Games competi¬ 
tor since the Vancouver’s third 
Gay Games, said Boston Fron¬ 
tRunners was the third GLBT run¬ 
ning group to form. Clark’s been 
with them for 23 years. 

Along with participation in the 
famous Boston Marathon, the 
club sponsors an annual Pride 
Run and the Yuletide Stride, a 
chilly race set in December, with 
proceeds supporting a holiday gift 
program. 

Yet, of Boston’s 110 members, 
Clark said only four runners are 
committed to attending the IFRG. 
“We’re trying to get more people.” 







Park F REE for one day* and pay only $ 1125** 
each additional day at PCA's San Francisco location 
through August 3T, 2004! 

PCA San Francisco * 160 Produce Ave. • San Francisco, CA 94080 

•Wnimum two-day stay required. "‘Price does not indede applicable taxes and fees. 
This offer is valid at PCA San Frandsco only and not at any other location. 




Directions from San Frandsco: 

Take 1-101 South to the South 
Airport Blvd exit.Turn left 
onto Produce Ave. to PCA. 

Directions from From 1-280: 

Take 1-380 to l “jhway 101 
North. Stay on 101 North to 
South Airport Blvd. exit. 

After exiting, turn left at 
each of the first three traffic 
lights to PCA. 


Stay for FREE as long as you want at PCA's NEW 
Hegenberger location through August 31 st , 2004! 


C 


Less than 15 minutes 
from lot to terminal! 


OPEN 24 HOURS! 


{ 


Comfortable SHUTTLE 
Free to and from all terminals! I 


Directions from 1-880: 

Take Hegenberger exit 
to Oakland Airport. At 
Pardee Drive, make 
a right (Francesco's 
Restaurant on corner). 

PCA Hegenberger • 8350 Pardee Drive • Oakland, CA 94603 
This offer is valid at PCA Hegenberger only and not at any other location. 



Participants in the annual Pride Run in Golden Gate Park. 


He noted that three Canadian 
clubs will attend. He also men¬ 
tioned a new club having formed 
in Mexico, but so far none have 
been able to attend U.S. events. 
Noted Clark, “It is more of an eco¬ 
nomic problem for some groups.” 

Despite the mostly U.S. atten¬ 
dance, the FrontRunners commu¬ 
nity has expanded to five conti¬ 
nents. Patrick Lemaire of Fron¬ 
tRunners Marseille said he’s un¬ 
sure who among his fellow ath¬ 
letes may attend upcoming U.S. 
running events, like this summer’s 
IFRG and Gay Games VII in 2006. 

Even with many French resi¬ 
dents opposing the U.S. occupa¬ 
tion of Iraq, and concerns about 
international travel, Lemaire said 
that any doubts about visiting the 
U.S. may be more economic than 
political. 

“A few of us went to Sydney,” 
said Lemaire. “They enjoyed it, al¬ 
though some found the whole 
thing very expensive, and a 
money-oriented event.” 

Stefan Bellevue, a Berlin Fron¬ 
tRunner and the representative for 
Europe with FrontRunners Inter¬ 
national, said that European run¬ 
ning groups are very often a part 
of a sporting club with many sec¬ 
tions. “Many departments are 
under one roof,” he said. “In the 
U.S., you often have running 
groups, clubs with their own by¬ 
laws. In Europe, the FrontRunner 
movement is not as big and orga¬ 
nized as in the U.S.says Bellevue. 
“It took a long time for the Amer¬ 
ican movement to arrive.” 

This summer, German runners 
have their own anniversary - 
Berlin’s 10th Europe Gay and Les¬ 
bian Run, which has expanded 
over the years to include track and 
field events with long distance 
races. This summer’s EuroGames, 
held July 24-August 1 in Munich, 
will welcome over 5,000 partici¬ 
pants, several hundred of them 
runners. 

Locally, current SFFR activities 
include twice-weekly, noncompet¬ 
itive runs, restaurant brunches 
after the Saturday runs, monthly 
bagel brunches in the park, and 
annual ski and camping trips. 
Each September, SFFR hosts 
LGBT Sports Day on Angel Island. 
Members participate in road races 


locally, nationally and interna¬ 
tionally. 

Anne Ludwig’s been a SFFR 
member for 12 years. The second 
year she was asked to become the 
group’s secretary, and has also 
held other offices, and was also 
one of the originators of the Little 
Black Dress Run, a festive drag 
event now in its fifth year. 

“Sydney did one of their own 
LBD, which became an opener for 
their Mardi Gras,” said Ludwig. 
“They actually run, so they do wear 
running shoes. Following the run, 
we have an accessories contest.” 

You can meet and eat with 
FrontRunner members at their 
pasta party Friday, June 25, 6-10 
p.m. at the LGBT Community 
Center, 1800 Market Street. Come 
dressed for the 1980s theme, the 
first year of the Pride Run. The 
$10 cost for the dinner includes a 
full dinner and entertainment. 
There will be a raffle drawing for 
fabulous prizes. Space is limited. 

This year’s Pride Run takes 
place Saturday, June 26 starting at 
9 a.m. at the Polo Fields in Gold¬ 
en Gate Park. This year’s event 
beneficiaries include the LGBT 
Community Center and Larkin 
Street Youth Center. “Even at the 
Pride Run,” Ludwig said, ”a lot of 
people are very serious. It’s a real 
mix. Some runners place in main¬ 
stream local events. But it’s also 
festive.” (Look for local politicians 
Mabel Teng and Bevan Dufty in 
matching Pride-appropriate hot 
pink outfits). 

From novices getting in shape 
to distance runners going for the 
gold, it’s easy to find a pace that’s 
right for anyone. 

Here’s to 30 laps, FrontRun¬ 
ners. May there be hundreds 
more. ▼ 


Celebrate more GLBT athletics 
at www.sportscomplex.org. 

Online links 

www.frontrunners.org 

www.seattlefrontrunners.org 

www.priderun. 

sffrontrunners.org 

www.2004.eurogames.info 


Upcoming events 


Rugby 

For men and women interested 
in learning the game of rugby or 
improving their existing skills the 
Out 4 Rugby clinic on Saturday, 
June 26 at Treasure Island will offer 
a day of sweaty scenic fun. March 
with the team on Sunday as well. 

The registration deadline has 
passed, but you can cheer on the 
rookies and team members. 

Pride Parade 

Are you an athlete or sports or¬ 
ganization wishing to march in 
the Pride Parade with Team San 
Francisco this Sunday? Lots of 
groups will be participating. Team 
San Francisco will be in position 


177 (out of 203 contingents) in 
the Pride Parade. E-mail Team SF 
board member, Garland Murphy, 
at grmurphy@msn.com, or visit 
www.teamsf.org. 

Twenty sports groups have joined 
in Team SF chair Ross Hayduk’s ter¬ 
rific idea of getting 20 sports group 
booths in one block. Look for them 
at the northwest corner of Larkin 
and McAllister streets this weekend. 

Also on Pride day, dozens of 
writers will be reading stuff, sign¬ 
ing books, and hanging out at the 
comfy tree-shaded Out Word 
Writers Village, at the corner of 
Hyde and Fulton streets. I’ll be 
reading at 4 p.m. For more info, 
visit www.sfpride.org. T 


Courtesy SF FrontRunners 
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Classifieds 

LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

t 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-013 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for Lead Based Paint Stabilization 
Project at Hunters Point East and West CAL 1-17A and Potrero Annex CAL 1-10, all located 
in San Francisco, 
t 

Responses are due 2:00 PM. on Thursday, July 8, 2004. The IFB document is available at the 
Authorityfc office at 1815 Egbert Ave., San Francisco on June 14th. A processing fee of $50.00 
(non-refundable) will be required for each set of documents. All payments must be in the form 
of Certified Check, Cashieris Check, or Company Check payable to the San Francisco Hous¬ 
ing Authority. Cash or personal checks are not acceptable. Contact Ms. Carolina Penate-Larrea, 
at (415) 715-3171, or e-mail penatec@sfha.org, 

Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-0 10 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for Exterior Deck Repairs at 
Potrero Annex CAL 1-10 and Westbrook CAL 1-09. 
t 

Responses are due 2:00 PM. on Tuesday, July 6,2004. The IFB document is available at the Au¬ 
thor! tyls office at 1815 Egbert Avenue, San Francisco on June 14th. A processing fee of $50.00 
(non-refundable) will be required for each set of documents. All payments must be in the form 
of Certified Check, Cashieris Check, or Company Check payable to the San Francisco Hous¬ 
ing Authority. Cash or personal checks are not acceptable. Contact Ms. Brenda Moore, at (415) 
715-3170, e-mail moorebr@sfha.org. 

Solicitation No: 04-620-IFB-011 

The San Francisco Housing Authority will receive sealed bids for Hunters View Sidewalk 
Restoration Project, CAL 1-18(3). 

Responses are due 2:00 PM. on Wednesday, July 7, 2004. The IFB document is available at the 
Authorityi's office at 1815 Egbert Avenue, San Francisco and will be available for inspection' or 
issuance on June 14th. A processing fee of $50.00 (non-refundable) will be required for each set 
of documents. All payments must be in the form of Certified Check, Cashieris Check, or Com¬ 
pany Check payable to the San Francisco Housing Authority. Cash or personal checks are not 
acceptable. Contact Ms. Carolina Penate-Larrea, at (415) 715-3171, e-mail penatec@sfha.org. 

2004 CURATOR AWARD RECIPIENT ANNOUNCED 

The San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery is pleased to announce the recipient of its first an¬ 
nual 2004 Curator Award: Todd Herman for his exhibition proposal entitled "In Passing". The 
Curator Award Exhibition will take place at the San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery, 401 Van 
Ness Avenue, in spring 2005. 
t 

The 2004 Curator Award was created by the San Francisco Arts Commission Gallery in order 
to foster new curatorial concepts and support the further development of San Francisco's vi¬ 
brant curatorial community. The award was open to all curators and curatorial partnerships re¬ 
siding in the nine Bay Area counties; artists in the proposed exhibitions could range from local 
to international. 

t 

Todd Herman was selected from a pool of three finalists, who were invited to present their pro¬ 
posals in-person at the Arts Commission offices. The two others chosen for the final round were 
the team pf Patricia Maloney and T! ara McDowell for their proposal entitled "Go West, Young 
Man", and Kara Maria for her proposal entided "Meatology". The panel would like to recog¬ 
nize these finalists for submitting compelling, professional presentations. Award panelists: Ru¬ 
pert Jenkins, Sharon Bliss, Lisa Cole, Catherine Lipsetz Dauer, Sean Fletcher, Cecilia Galiena, 
Erez Golan, Amanda Hughen, Charles Kremenak, Jennifer Loworn, Rick Peterson, Michi Toki 
and Natasha Garcia-Lomas. 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276469-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Gaucho Gypsy Jazz 133 Lily Street San 
Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Dave Rick¬ 
etts. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 06-03-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-03-04. 
JUNE 10,17, 24 JULY 1,2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276186-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: InTense Studio 2543 14th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94127. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership, signed 
Cindi JoAlice Harrison. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 05-21-04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 05-21-04. 

JUNE 10, 17, 24 JULY 1 2004 

STATEMENT FILE A-0276149-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Suds Club 198 Gough St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca. 94103. This business is conducted 
by a general partnership, signed David 
Rummell. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on n/a. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 05-20-04. 
JUNE 10, 17, 24 JULY 1,2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276582-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Blend Salon 555 Sutter St., Ste. 301 
San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Luong- 
Ha, Tuyet Tina. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
n/a. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-08- 
04. 

JUNE 17, 24 JULY 1,8 2004 



STATEMENT FILE A-0276581-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Suzumex Luggage Transport Service 
93 Leland Ave. San Francisco, CA 94134. 
This business is conducted by an individual 
signed Midori Yamamoto. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 06-07-04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 06-07-04. 

JUNE 10,17, 24 JULY 1, 2004 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: A- 

0276234-00 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known 
as: Yama Luggage Transport Service. Lo¬ 
cated at: 93 Leland Ave. San Francisco, CA 
94134. This business was conducted by an 
individual signed Midori Yamamoto. The 
fictitious name referred to above was filed 
with the City and County of San- Francisco, 
Ca. on: 06-07-04. 

JUNE 10,17, 24 JULY 1, 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276461-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 0N0 Memories 656 - 7th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118-3807. This business 
is conducted by a husband and wife, signed 
Joyce K. Wong. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
06-03-04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
06-03-04. 

JUNE 10, 17,24 JULY 1,2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276408-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Resonante Music and Sound Design 615 
Battery St., Ste. 500 San Francisco, Ca. 
94111. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual, signed Laurence J. Hyman. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 06-01-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-01-04. 

JUNE 10, 17, 24 JULY 1,2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276608-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Millennium Painting 858 Filbert #1 
San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Greg C. 
Dewsnup. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 06-08- 
04. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06- 
08-04. 

JUNE 17, 24 JULY 1,8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276600-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: The Posh Bagel 495 Castro St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership, signed 
Rieky H. Ngo. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on n/a. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-08-04. 
JUNE 17, 24 JULY 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276188-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: RAH Designs 3828 17th St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94114. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Robert A. Hen¬ 
dricks. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 05-21- 
04. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 05-21- 
04. 

JUNE 17, 24 JULY 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276741-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Ply 27 Mirabel Ave. St. San Francisco, 
Ca. 94110. This business is conducted by 
an individual, signed Josh Crandall. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 06-14-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-15-04. 
JUNE 24 JULY 1,8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276928-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Full Circle Productions 1725 Clay St. 
#100 St. San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed John H. Swain. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 06-21-04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 06-21-04. 

JUNE 24 JULY1, 8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0276879-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: City Cremation 310117th St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation, signed Mary Ann 
Robertson. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on n/a. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 06-18-04. 
JUNE 24 JULY 1, 8, 15 2004 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP OF AL¬ 
COHOLIC BEVERAGES 

To whom it may concern: The Name of the 
Applicant(s) is/are Fuscotti LLC. The ap¬ 
plicants listed above are applying to the 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
at 185 Berry Street, Suite #5600 San 
Francisco, Ca 94107, to sell alcoholic bev¬ 
erages at 1548 Stockton St. San Francis¬ 
co, Ca 94133. Type of License applied for: 
47- ON-SALE GENERAL 
EATING PLACE 
JUNE 24, 2004 



COUNSELING 


□c 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 
Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 


(415) 431-3220 


• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

• Move beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 


davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


Serving the Boy Area Since 1973 




resolve painful emotions 
strengthen relationships 
manage alcohol, drugs or sex issues 

415.522.2953 

Milam freitag, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist PSV14929 

' " Financial District location 


Results-oriented, compassionate 
therapy for individuals and couples 


visit my website uuujuj.milQm-freitog.com 


Seth Ubogy, Psy,D. -Licensed Psychologist 

A Welcoming office in the 
Heart of the Financial District 

The Shell Building at 100 Bush Street, near Montgomery BART/MUNI 
Second office in Oakland (Rockridge) 

Lie. # CA 19324 for an appointment call (415) 362-0632 




norvpKrfit corporation 


PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888.869.4993 

CALI TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA'S OLDEST O/L/8/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 

wwwLgaylesta.org 


Passion Counseling 

Rev. Randy Higgins, Ph.D., CMT 

become the god you are 

HOUSE CALLS 

WWW.4DCHURCH.COM 

415-240-1240 


3)h 

BA STANFORD 
MA PHD HARVARD 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

CARING & EFFECTIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR 
INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 
Free initial phone consultation: 
Sliding Scale 

558-8828 

Calif Lie# MFC14264 


A POPE FOR 
GAY MARRIAGE 

Revolutionary life of John Paul I. 
Look for "Murder in the Vatican" 
available only at Different Light 
Bookstore 489 Castro St SF 


I 

HIV+\+ PARTNERS 

Participate in a study the only of its 
kind on HIV reinfection that can ben¬ 
efit you and others living with HIV to 
make more informed decisions about 
treatment and sexual behavior. You 
can get $50 and free drug resistant 
testing in a UCSF study in HIV rein¬ 
fection. Call 415-476-9296 x361 


NOTICES 

Public Auction: July 7, 2004 2pm, 
52 W. Cavour St. Daly City. Used 
clothes, shoes, bed and bedding, 
dresser + night stand, DVD player, 
sml tv and more! 


Queer? Grow up Mennonite or 
Brethren? We're gathering Oct. 9-11, 
2004. Don't need to be churchy. 
Great singing! Curious? Go to 
www.bmclgbt.org 

OVER 60? 

Join a Gay Men's Group in SF 
for exploration and healing 
with fellow elders of the gay 
tribe. For info: A Chinen, 

(415) 564-3337 



































































































34 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 June 2004 




RENTALS 

P0RT0LA J$2,350 3BR 3BA 
3 CAR GAR FRPLC HDWD 
FLRS YARD 415-239-5059 

_E26 

$995M 2 BR 
HOUSE 

Walk to SF Ferry and Waterfront 
1880's Italianate Victorian home 
w/hot tub, fireplace, wood floors 
newer kitchen, carpets and off-street 
parking! Great gardens! 

Call Todd - (707) 235-4277 or Troy 
(707) 246-6855 

Vallejo St. Vincent's Hill Near Ferry 
- 3 Br flat, renovated, $1200 in¬ 
cludes util 415-272-5647 


ROOMMATES 

SHR. 2BR Hse w/Drag Qn. $500 
Huge Yard, Nr. SF State/Muni. 
995-4782. 


SAN BRUNO 

2 bed/1 bath $600 near Bart, to 
share with GM, quiet, easy going, 
simple. 650-588-0708 

Roommate Wanted - Russian River 
Furnished or unfurnished, private 
bath. Washer/dryer, cable, Internet, 
parking for one car. $500/mo Utili¬ 
ties included. Call 707-479-5277 or 
SiWalton@comcast.net 

GAYROOMIE.COM 

Get moving...It's Spring! 

Browse hundreds of on-line 
listings with photos. Visit... 
www.gayroomie.com ^ 

Gay Vallejo! Near Water & Ferry 

$375M0 

W/HOTTUB 

Seniors & those w/HIV? Affordable 
housing in a Gay household is avail¬ 
able for you! Share our 4 bedroom 
home on Lavendar Hill! W/fireplace, 
gym, spa, gardens and more! - 
Call Todd (707) 235-4277 or 
Troy (707) 246-6855 


Bkl INESS 

HUGE PROFITS NOW! 

Learn how you can earn 
250K+/yr. Training given. If serious 
call, 800-750-9138 


North Coast Landscape Business 
for sale. Turn-key operation for 2-3 
person owner/operator. Annual gross 
+$250K. Terms for the right people. 
Hans 707-882-2453. 


HHI E 

ESTATE OF‘BELLA’ BOCHE 

Empress II 

Friday 10 to 7pm • June 25 
Saturday 10 to 4pm • June 26 
430 Castro Street • San Francisco 



W.E.L. Tax Services 

You wor/c hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 
r= 415-292-7589 
[■■■■I www.weltax.com 


mm 


I NEED STUD SERVICE 

For my Cavalier King Charles bitch! 
415-648-2050 


REAL ESTATE 






Architectural Statement 
in the Desert 


(int/iua ■')’/(! n/a/itn •'/(oa.w fin •!(//< 

$375K 


Large 3500 sq. ft. plus historical plantation house for sale on 
ten secluded acres one hour northwest of Columbia in New¬ 
berry. Bed and Breakfast potential possible. Additional large 
two-story barn currently used for storage can also be convert¬ 
ed for additional living area. 

Owner is motivated. 415.806.2338 OWC 
Please send inquiries to caldwellplant@yahoo.com 


$395,000 

Located in the Estate Section of 
the Upper Cove. 

This superior property includes a private pool 
and spa, the location of the home is as impor¬ 
tant as the architecture. Current tenant willing to 
vacate at C.O.E. or lease back at $1,500 per 
month. 

Contact Charlie at 

760-328-0945 or 562-225-9394 or 
email: BearDadOnTheHill@aol.com 


Beautifully Renovated 

single story Victorian with 
newer legal Granny apt. on 
large, private, in-town lot. 2 
bed/2ba. plus 1 bd/lba. 

Gourmet kitchen, granite coun¬ 
ters, Viking appliances. High 
ceilings, covered veranda, lush 
landscaping, in-ground pool & 
three car garage. 

Charming retreat in wine countiy, near Lake Sonoma and Russian River. 

_$875,000 * Agt. 707-824-4285_ 


Alan Emery 

REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at: ( 760 ) 323-8913 

Email: AlanF.meryRealtor@aol.com 
ra!|v www.AlanEmery.com 

Wk WMW 



Russian 

River 

Estate 


An ARCHITECTURAL 2500 S/F JEWEL set on 200 ridge top 
acres. Ultimate privacy with 2 Bedrooms + office/den. Solar pool & 
spa. Lots of amenities. Home overlooks water garden with koi. 
Only 10 minutes from Guerneville Safeway. $1,675,000. 


"We measure our success 
by your satisfaction" 

Bonino &c Brown 
Prudential CA Realtors 
G ene.bonino@pru realty, com 
Will.brown@prurealty.com 
800-200-2011 Ext. 213 
www.boninoandbrown.com 
i . i I California 

vgfi Prudential | Realty 



OH* sublet to p'Wsa:*, char.tj*, or withdrawal without node*. 



DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

SERVING 


Take advantage of Doug Bohimg’s 

• 16 years of Wine Country experience 

• expertise which has earned him a spot 
in the top 6% of all producers in the 


ALL OF 

SONOMA 

COUNTY 


jgfc Prudential 

California Realty 


national Prudential network 
» specialties: homes, land & resorts 
Call now for a hassle-free consultation 

( 707 ) 829-2011 

doug. bohling@prurealty.com 
wwwSonomaCountyRealtor.net 



SAN DIEGO 

A Lifestyle to Enjoy 

| ; 


MOVE . A DID! 


Former Award Winning SF Agent 


JIM BEITZEL 

(bankers hill] 


For Direct MLS Access: www.JimSellsSD.com 


PALM SPRINGS: THE GAY- 
FRIENDLY PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. 

Email: 

AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


RUSSIAN RIVER 

Darling mobile with add. room, patio, 
shed, yard in Rien's Beach park, river 
view $55,000 Jim agt (707) 869- 
1146 


FOR SALE 
BEAUTIFUL 
SECLUDED FARM IN 
OREGON 

http://members.aol.com/huntershut/ 

Millennium.html 

Please contact me by phone 503-362- 
6954 or e^m me at 

TickTockOO@Juno.com No realtors. 
Make me an offer!! 
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REAL ESTATF 



Prudential 

r California Realty 
West County 

www.prudentialsonoma.com 


FEATURE HOMES 


You can afford a house today in a great Gay Commu¬ 
nity. Simply put, you could pay a fortune for a studio 
in San Francisco or buy a home in the beautiful red¬ 
wood covered mountains, along the rippling Russian 
River or over looking vineyard valleys for a fraction 
of the cost! Do not miss a great opportunity to own 
your own home. 



FORESTVILLE 

RIDGETQP 

Private 4 bedroom ranch with 
detached 2 car garage, 
panoramic views, vaulted ceil¬ 
ings, decks, 2/3 acre. 
$699,900 


SUN 

Approx. 5 acres, 2 bedroom 
home, contemp, decks, spa, 
great retreat, open floor plan for 
entertaining. 

$625,000 


SPECTACULAR 

CONTEMPORARY 

Fire Island West, meticulously re¬ 
modeled 3 bed, 3 bath, 5 acres, 
panoramic views, slate, granite 
interiors, teak deck, sauna, spa - 
WOW! 

$950,000 



FORESTVILLE 

“ OUR PEAK” 

21 acres of heaven. Home is ap¬ 
prox. 4,400 sq. ft., 2 master suites 
plus 3rd bedroom, custom interiors, 
gourmet kitchen, spa, private guest 
quarters. 

$1,295,000 


FORESTVILLE 

RIVERFRONT 

Classy, 3 bedroom, vaulted ceilings, 
spacious deck overlooking river, 
yrd, garden, direct river access 
$549,000 


IN CREDIBLE 

RIVER FRONT 

Approx 1 acre. 5 bed, 5 baths, great 
room, formal dining, huge river rock 
fireplace, gym, office, many bonus 
rooms, patios, decks, pond & wa¬ 
terfalls, lawn, river dock. 

$1,499,900 



HOOD Tasteful remodel, 2 
bed, 2 bath, cook’s kitchen fire¬ 
place, garage sun, deck, priva¬ 
cy. 

$510,000 


COZY 

BUNQALQW 

3 bedroom, spacious kitchen, 
landscaped front and back yard, 
BBQ, garage, located in Monte 
Rio near Russian River beaches. 
$329,900 


_ Prudential 

w7/M California Realty 

- West County 


1 - 800 - 974-9013 • 707 - 869-9011 

16315 Main Street, G uerneville, California 

The Only Gay Owned Agency on the Russian River Valley 


2 GAY Paradises 
2 GREAT Realtors 

Palm Springs/Vallejo 



f 





Todd Bishop 

707-235-4277 


Troy Fletcher 

707-246-6855 


(jg? Prudential 

California Realty 

VALLEJO! The other 
“REAL GAY” Paradise 


Private & Peaceful Retreat in the Wine Country 


2bd/2ba plus den. Beautiful setting on 
1.06+/- acres with trees and garden area. 
Asking $798,000 

Call 707-837-7950 ext. 103 
Frank Howard Allen Realtors 



Celebrating the Power of Pride 

From San Franciscos Most Trusted 
Realtnr in the Desert 



Robert Ramblas 

RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants 
5DI South Palm Canyon Drive 
Palm Springs 

robert@desert-homes.net 


RE/MAX 


7G0.799.2IBG 


www.desert-homes.net 


2 g/v^v/v/j^co/ 2 tv tv TJ'vo^O'T'Vcvtv 


cvnddlt. 2)ocd/& 

5 /wdr&O'TnA', /nx/A>7H>(>TriA^ 
dicourb. ’ 3 d/t-cdA ~7~ 

VnoO'7n& cduMTb 


M C GUIRE 


OPEN HOUSE 2 - 4 PM 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 



PREVIEW A T SlYEIL -MOUSSAaMCGUIRKCOM 

SYLVIA WEIL-MOUSSA 

( 415 )- 296-2146 


£ S 7 $(necw /) 
/, 350, OOO 



Looking to buy or 
sell in Central 
Contra Costal 

Call me, I can help you 

925.209.3389 

Homes of every size and type in 
Orinda, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, 
Pleasant Hill, Concord, Martinez, 
Alamo, Danville, San Ramon 
and surrounding areas, 
vv^vw.PruRealtv.coni/TomSteyer 
To m .Steyer^ PrutUalty.com 
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VACATION RENTALS 


JOBS OFFERED 




Honeymoon Packages Available 


15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 

• ideal Location near Queen's Surf 
Gay beach. Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 
includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 

Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 

♦ Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 

Operated Guest House 
* Free Access te Max's Gym 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


Law Offices 

OF 

Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 
13 years experience 

• Mediation Services 

• Real Estate Transactions 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Prepara¬ 
tion 

• Employment Counseling 

• Bankruptcy 

656-1968 

ikrubinstein@vahoo.com 


SHELLEY S.FEINBERG 

- Attorney at Law - 


Probate 

Wills and Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Trust Administration 

Flood Building 

87D Market St. (415) 421-1893 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
TYust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw1@aol.com 


Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


LEGAL SERVICES 


Law Offices of 

Alma Soongi Beck 


• Wills, Living Trusts 

• Domestic Partnership Plan¬ 
ning 

• Property Co-Ownership Is¬ 
sues 

• Live-Together Agreements 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see wwrw.beckesq.com for details 


101 Howard Street, Suite 490, San Francisco, CA 94105 
tel 415.642.9930/fax 415.593.9951 

email: alma@beckesq. com 


For Reservations Call Toll-free: 

1 - 877 - 902-2121 

in Hi (808) 926-5555 or fax (808) 926-5566 


mm 


LA FRANCE GASTRONOMIQUE 

WWW.JOURNEY-OUT.COM 




HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 


SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 
THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
www.cabana-waikikl.com 


SOUTHERN 

DECADENCE 

IN NEW ORLEANS 

THE OLIVIER ESTATE 
A BED & BREAKFAST 

EXTRA LARGE GUEST SUITES 
TO ACCOMODATE 
BIG HAIRDOS! 

YOUR HOSTS 
CHUCK & PABLO 
Labor Day Weekend 
www.olivierestate.com 


t PON'T KNOW 

ABOl/TYOt/, Bl/Tt CAN'T^^k 
WAIT FOR THE £L£L£3n'S WEBS/TE - 
EBAN.COM. FINALLY, I WILL BE 
ABLE TO ENJOY THE PAPER 
^VITHOUT GETTING ALL THIS INK A 
ON MY FINGERS. 


f I AM SO ^ 

TURNEP ON RIGHT NOW. 

I WANT THOSE P/RTY 
FINGERS ALL OYER ME! 
k. TAKE ME! 


coming soon...our website, that is. eBAR.com 
stay tuned. 


BayAreaJ? 


EPORTER 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate.alternative-lifestyle-friendiy 
environment. ^ * * * r * * •.. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life * 401 (k)« Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays « Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


^f^^^maiT^^JobsWadultsuj^ersoum^com^ 


FACILITIES MANAGER 

Steamworks in Berkeley is 
interviewing for a full time 
facilities manager. Knowl¬ 
edge of HVAC, carpentry 
skills, plumbing, spa mainte¬ 
nance, general electrical and 
maintenance skills necessary 
for this competitive wage, 
full time position with full 
amenities in an all-gay envi¬ 
ronment. Please call 510- 
845-8995 ext. 21 and speak 
with Mike Nash to arrange 
an interview or FAX your 
resume to 510-845-8992. 


JOIN OUR TEAM 

Looking for bright energetic people for 
F/T-P/T customer service/sales and 
packing/shipping position in busy 
SOMA retail/wholesale packaging 
store. Exp. a plus, will train. Great 
working conditions/benefits. Apply in 
person 1255 Howard St. or phone 
415-558-8100 

_E26 

EXP. SALES REP. 

Growing GLBT Magazine. 100K 
reachable. Includes strong base of 
accounts. Fax cover letter and 
resume to 612-436-4685 or email 
Barry@Lavendermagazine.com ^ 

SALES ASSOCIATES 

A resort and casual wear store in 
downtown Sausalito, catering to visi¬ 
tors from around the world in need of 
experienced, enthusiastic and career 
oriented sales associate. We are com¬ 
plemented for our quality and selec¬ 
tion. Good salary and benefits. 
Knowledge of clothing sales pre¬ 
ferred. Fax resumes (415) 332-8349 
or E-Mail zabseda@yahoo.com 


BANKRUPTCY 

LOW COST 
FREE QUOTE 


MARTYCOURSON 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1095 MKT ST., STE 520 

(415) 487-0100 

CIV CTR BART/MUNI 

www.SFLAWYER.net 
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mauling 


HARDY’S 

HAULING 

Big trucks small prices. Dump run 
7 days a week. Fast and very reliable. 
Bonded, Insured, Licensed #796808 

415-282-2733 


CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16’ ENCLOSED, WELUEQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

+ B. A. R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


CASTRO HAULING 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per hr 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Debris, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Furniture Rearranging 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


EZ RELOCATION 


HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • PGR415-597-1889 


'FAST HAUL*, 
415 665-0800 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer - Owner 
www.FastHaul.com 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

_E27 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large 
Truck! 

Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 


MOVERS 


~ Pat Ryan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 

• No extra charge 

EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T #189509 



MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


[PACKING « MOVING • STORAGE] 


415 - 821*4755 

WWW*JACKTRUX*COM 


PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

415-9 78-2463 

Gift Certificates Available 

www.stevenunderhill.com 


—RICK GERHARTER- 
•PHOTOGRAPHY* 

Headshots, Portraits, Events, Cou¬ 
ples, Architecture. 15yrs exp. De¬ 
pendable!! 

(415)*824*5300 

email: rgerharter@igc.org 



NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

PhDtographer.com 



TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH HELP 


* Prempt 
‘Thorough 
' 12 Years Exp 


Rick 415.821.1792 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 



Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


remain.com 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 'O' 
www.sf-remain.com 


mm 

*Communications 

Telephone 5 Computer Cabling 
Telephone S Voicemail Systems 
Intercom Systems • Video Surveillance Systems 
Business/Residence lnfoBallwired.net 

Lie. 1 796389 Ph: 4G 8-9400 


Need PC help? 

Experienced 
Friendly 
Reasonable 

Ed: 415 - 282-0383 



PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 
zackhelp@sbcglobal.net E26 

VIRUS REMOVAL 

Guarenteed! Dave 415-271-0369. 

_E27 

HTTP://WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

Click regularly on www. Leather Page, 
com weekly. 


INSTRUCTION 


Do you really want, 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 

510.375.2258 < 

chantalgw@AOL.com 


mZSi 


•All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441-2062 


SERVICES 



Mastur 

BAKERS 



408.380.3008 

www.EroticxxxCakes .com 



Bjorn Landscapes 

Landscape Design • Services &■ Maintenance 
Creating Sanctuaries for over 7 years 
Shade Cardens • Water features • Stone Patios 
Rock Walls • Irrigation & Lighting Systems 
Tor a free consultation, please contact: 

Anders Bjorn • 415.555-#554 

BjornLandscapes@earthlink..net 


1 LAND 

HIGH INTEGRITY GARDENING 415 259 5509 


Landscape Design 
Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPE¬ 
CIALIZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE 
PLANTINGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT TUBS & 
FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFERENCES. 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA,LIC 

omuls 

@ (415) 282-0288 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

Cleaning Professional 17yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 

£30 

DIEGO 

Excellent housecleaner with great ref¬ 
erences. Call Diego at 415-378-7728. 
___£26 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs, Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 

_ E37 

AN AFFORDABLE & PROFESSIONAL 
Solution for your before & after 

GAY PRIDE EVENTS 

WIZARD CLEAN TEAM 

Call the Wizard @ 415-487-0114 

_£28 

Nude housecleaning! 415-724-3252 

PRUNE YOUR TREES 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of 
trees and more.Please cal1:334-33^4 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs. exp. Free est. 370-4341. 


^GO ft? 

PETS? 

PET SITTINGS. DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION 

CRLL JERNINE 

415 861-5381 isfi 


VG. 


ADMIRAL I/'GREEN 
LANDSCAPING 

San Francisco's Residential 
Landscape Specialists 


call (415) 750-9002 

www.admiraigreen.com 


Great Scott 
Cleaning 

Professional cleaning 
at an affordable price 
Weekly or Bi-wcckly 

550-SCOT(7268) 

I bring my own supplies and equipment 


BASIC CLEAN $35 WKLY. 

Once $55, mop, dust, bath, kitchen, 
stove, fridge, garbage, sheet change, 
fireplace, kitty litter. Flat rate. Most 
for the money. Call John 420-2926. 
In Bay Area Reporter 10 years. 


Gardner Art 420-2823 
Tree care, CA native/drought toler¬ 
ant, Bird/Butterfly Habitat, Organi^ 


House Cleaner, Personal Assistant, 
Organizer, Driver,Errands, Moving, 
Pet/House sitter Care Giver 
Mike 495-2312 


HANDYMAN PAINTER/DRYWALL 
Gardening-Hauling 420-3875 


Odd jobs, painting, etc. 724-3252 


£26 


LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 

Design amazing gardens 334-3334 
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UPKEEP 


Grand Finishes 

Affordable Quality Craftsmanship 

■ Painting & Wallcovering Installation 

■ Cabinetry & Moldings 

■ Tile & Light Construction 


Established in 1983 by Matt Nikitas, author of 
. the Grand Finishes home improvement series. 


(415) 255-7212 

www.GrandFinishes.com 

License No. 693139 



BAY 

ELECTRIC 

r * PH (41 
= Free 

15 ) 563-5645 r 
estimates! =L 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels‘panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


cotomsi 

PAINTING CO. 

• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 

• Natural Wood 
Preservation 


* Quality Craftsmanship 
’ Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell. net 

CA Lie. #786219 





interiors only 

COLOR CONSULTATION 


GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 701-9968 

JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 


1MILUX 

Painting & Decorating 

Intarior & Extarior 
Wallpopering 
Trained Colo ri* t 


wizardeleanleam@aol.com 

Experienced & Professional 

Wizard's 
Clean Team 


Call For Free Estimate 


Office 415.487.0114 
;>*> Cellular 415.225.0779 

R«fer..»i AviilibleW. D» Hiuli.) 



NORTH CAL 
■ROOFINGN 


QUALITY R00FIN6 SINCE 1981 

Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PO-Sfate Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 


THE ELECTRICIAN" 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 « Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


CARPENTRY 

m ■■ ■■m mm 

Specializing in 
Kitchens 
& Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

Windows & Doors 

Impeccable References 

415 - 505-2427 


a/ppp m ‘pLfc&nzidAv'? 
iu of? Office 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeling, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415 - 641 - 4141 


PHILLIP JAMES 


•HOME REMODELING* 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK < 

415-374-8983 

CA Lie# 778285 


Drywall/Plaster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782 


Brookline 

Aries 

We 
Like 


k 


Electric 

Old Houses 


CONDO CONVERSIONS 

a— 


( 415 ) 239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Japeters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



ORANTES CONSTRUCTION 


Q 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

REMODELING AND NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Kitchens "'Bathroom ^Earthquake Retrofitting "'Foundation 
CONTRACTOR UC. 822159 
JAIME ORANTES 
(415) 516 9971 



Clifford Hodge 

Owner 


C&H Construction 

Quality work at affordable prices 

Lie: 825802 

Remodeling 

Painting & Decorating 

Property Maintenance 

Phone: (510) 236-3240 

E-mail: cliffordhodge@hotmail.com 



Golden Pro 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/Exterior work 

415 . 724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 


Remodels, Additions, Kitchens, 
Baths, Stone, Brick, Concrete 
Excellent Refs. Reasonable Rates 

Lie. # 778036 Danny 29D-3I04 



CARPENTRY! 

ALL PHASES • DRY ROT 

( 415 ) 621-1379 

Wren 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 
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(Okay, maybe we’re still learning). 


Okay. We know we've had an image problem in the GLBT 
community. {That old boycott pretty much tipped us off). 

And well admit we were a little bit stubborn about even 
admitting there was a problem. That's why we want to talk to 
you. After all, a lot of things have changed since the 70s. Including 
our company. 

In fact, we began addressing some important issues way back 
in 1978. 

That's when we adopted an inclusive nondiscrimination policy 
that recognized the rights of GLBT applicants and employees. We 
took another important step forward in 1988 and provided corporate 
support to important GLBT community groups. Today, we're proud 
to back the efforts of the HRC, GLAAD, GPAC and numerous AIDS 
organizations. And we’ve continued our efforts to be not only a 
better corporate citizen, but a better place to work as well. More 
than 10 years ago, we created our Lesbian and Gay Employee 
Resource council (LAGER) to provide an employee support network 
and regularly advise our senior management. We even made history 

Give us your feedback: str8talk@mergemediagroup.com 


in 1995, when Coors became the first major brewery in America to 
offer same-sex partner health benefits. 

Many people have responded positively to these efforts. In 2001, 
we received the Colorado Human Rights Campaign Award. And we 
just received the highest score possible from the Human Rights 
Campaign—a perfect 100. So, while we're not perfect, we're 
clearly working hard to be a better company. 

In other words, we got your message. 

Now, do we hope that these changes will help persuade you to 
start enjoying our products? 

Of course we do. 

But regardless of how many minds we change about Coors, we're 
going to continue the GLBT-friendly policies and programs we 
have in place, and look for new ways 
to ensure an inclusive, comfortable 
workplace for all of our employees. 

Just because it’s the right thing 
to do Thanks for listening. 


twM. 

Now’s the time. 
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T he LGBT community came “Out 4 Justice” in many 
ways this year. Thousands of couples married in City 
Hall, while some of those denied ceremonies filed suit 
against the state. The survivors of a vicious hate crime 
and the family of transgender murder victim Gwen 
Araujo sought justice through the legal system. And the 
community grand marshals in Sunday’s LGBT Pride 
Parade each day fight for justice in their own way. 

On our cover, from left, John Wang and Robert Zivnuska, 
who got married in City Hall; Lancy Woo and Cristy Chung, 
lead plaintiffs in one of the lawsuits seeking marriage rights; and 
hate crime survivor Mariah Sparks with her partner, Prado 
Gomez. Below in front, Olivia Chung-Woo, daughter of Lancy 
and Cristy, and family friend Nadia Pinkham. 
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Taking the stand against hate 



by Zak Szymanski 


F or survivors of violent 
crime, the mental, physical, 
and emotional aftermath is 
sometimes described as a loss of 
innocence that reframes ones ex¬ 
istence in the world. But for many 
people, such a loss can be trans¬ 
formed into strength and a com¬ 
mitment to make things better for 
themselves and others. 

For the several people involved 
in what has come to be known as 
the “Drag King contest assault 
case,” such a transformation has 
involved missing work for court 
hearings, attending expensive re¬ 
habilitative therapy, confronting 
and reliving their worst night¬ 
mares and fears, and refusing to 
remain silent when facing a per¬ 
petrator who in August 2002 bru¬ 
tally beat two women at a queer 
event while hurling racial and ho¬ 
mophobic epithets. 

In February 2004, just as a jury 
had been selected for his case, per¬ 
petrator Jack Broughton, of Wal¬ 
nut Creek, pleaded guilty to a 
felony hate crime assault in San 
Francisco Superior Court, but not 
without maintaining his inno¬ 
cence for a year and a half and 
prolonging the experience for his 
victims. 

“The court system can be a re¬ 
victimizing experience,” said 
Yvette Balderas, the primary in¬ 
jured party in the case. 

“As a victim you have to worry 
about your demeanor and what 
feelings you are allowed to show. 
You’re walking on emotional 
eggshells,” she said, adding that 
since her injuries included several 


blows to the head, she didn’t al¬ 
ways remember exactly what hap¬ 
pened, which opened up chal¬ 
lenges to her credibility when she 
' was on the stand. 

Witnesses have re-told the 
events from two summers ago as 
follows: a tall, built white man later 
identified as Broughton was evict¬ 
ed from the San Francisco Drag 
King contest at Studio Z in the 
South of Market District for ob¬ 
noxious behavior, including racist 
and homophobic statements. 

Balderas and her good friend 
Mariah Sparks were watching a 
spoken word performance by 
“Other Brothers,” a group of trans¬ 
gender and butch people of color 
that included Sparks’ life partner, 
Prado Gomez. The women soon 
noticed an altercation between 
Broughton and the bouncer. As 
Broughton was escorted to the 
door, his female companion - later 
identified as his girlfriend Jean 
Earl - jumped toward Balderas 
and hit her with a closed fist in the 
mouth. Stunned, Balderas fol¬ 
lowed the woman outside to ask 
her “who she was, and why she did 
that,” she said. Once outside, Earl 
allegedly took another swing at 
Balderas, and Balderas swung 
back, knocking Earl to the ground. 

Witnesses said at that time, 
Broughton punched Balderas sev¬ 
eral times in the back of the head, 
and she flew into a parked car and 
landed on the ground. While 
Balderas was on the ground, 
Broughton kicked her several 
times until she lost consciousness. 

As she stayed on her knees and 
hands in the fetal position, 
Balderas said, she continued to 
feel the blows as they came: to her 


ear and jaw, to her torso, and to 
her wrist, which she had moved to 
protect her head. She heard the 
words “dyke” and “cunt” during 
the attack, but with each blow she 
began to fade. Balderas testified 
that in those moments she pre¬ 
pared herself to die. 

Sparks exited the club to find 
“blood everywhere,” according to 
her testimony, and she used all her 
strength to pull Broughton off 
Balderas, at which point 
Broughton punched her in the 
face. Gomez was soon called from 
the stage, and he exited the club to 
find his partner and longtime 
friend bleeding on the street. 

Broughton and Earl then left 
for the Eagle. Police officers found 
them in the gay leather bar, covered 
in blood, insulting the patrons. 

Along with all the trauma of the 
actual assault, said Balderas and 
Sparks, several factors influenced 


their commitment to pursue the 
criminal case against their attacker. 

For starters, both women were 
stunned that within a crowd of 
dozens, not one person stepped 
forward to stop the assault. 
Whether out of fear or ignorance, 
the attack occurred openly in an 
LGBT space without interruption. 
This, said Sparks, helped to moti¬ 
vate her to take a stand, particu¬ 
larly as a San Francisco native and 
queer daughter of two gay fathers. 

“The times I expected this to 
happen were when my partner 
and I lived as lesbian couple,” said 
Sparks. “It’s ironic now that my 
partner is male, that I’m a target 
for homophobic violence.” 

In court, Sparks read a victim 
impact statement that summa¬ 
rized her fears. 

“On August 22,2002,1 learned 
my community could not protect 
me from homophobic violence,” 


she said.. “If I can’t be safe in San 
Francisco as a queer person I’m 
not sure I can be safe anywhere.” 

For the 18 months that 
Broughton faced charges, the vic¬ 
tims and their families had to at¬ 
tend numerous hearings just to 
defend the validity of the case, de¬ 
spite victim and witness testimony 
and collected evidence. 

Yet every potential obstacle, 
said Balderas, strengthened her re¬ 
solve, from the original defense at¬ 
torney trying to paint the scene of 
the crime as “hostile to straight 
people,” to the revelation that 
Broughton had allegedly been vi¬ 
olent toward Earl, despite his as¬ 
sertion that punching Balderas 
was to protect Earl’s safety. 

Meanwhile, across the bay, 
transgender teenager Gwen Arau¬ 
jo was murdered, less than two 
months after the San Francisco 
Drag King contest incident. 

“I felt like I could have died 
that night, and I thought about all 
the people who die alone, and I 
had to see it through,” said 
Balderas. “And then Gwen Arau¬ 
jo’s death really saddened me and 
I thought how easily that could 
have been me, and I thought, 
‘Fuck it. I’m taking you down, ass¬ 
hole, no questions. It’s on.’” 

Still, while Balderas and Sparks 
believed they were standing up on 
behalf of their people, not every 
LGBT person agreed. The lack of 
intervention during the attack as 
well as the subsequent representa¬ 
tion of Broughton by a lesbian at¬ 
torney and a light sentence hand¬ 
ed down by a lesbian judge made 
them “rethink our definition of 
community,” they said. 
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CRYSTAL METH: NOTHING TO BE PROUD OF. 



AIDS Office 

San Francisco Department of Public Health 


If you or 

someone you know needs 
help with crystal/speed , 
the following 
services in 
San Francisco 
have programs 
designed for 
the gay community. 


AIDS Health Project - 
The Reach Program 
UCSF-AHP.org 
415.476.3902 


Magnet 

Magnetsf.org 

415.581.1600 


New Leaf Services 
intake@newleafservices.org 
415.626.7000 ext 220 


Stonewall Project 

Tweaker.org 

415.502.1999 



Crystal Meth: Nothing to be proud of, 
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Labor of love: 

Local activist looks 
for common ground 



ocj:m 

October 14,1979 


HAVE YOU MARCHED ON WASHINGTON 
IN THE LAST 25 YEARS? 
PLEASE JOIN US 

<r> For the 25th Commemoration of the First 
March on Washington. All marchers from any of 
the ‘79, '87. ‘S3 8 ‘90 marches are invited, 
reconnect with those you haven’t seen in years. 
Email: jtfjkemery.com to reserve a commemorative 
copy af the ‘79 March Poster. 

SF Pride Contingent #188 Beale B Folsom IS Ham 
(we’ll be in the rear, on the tail-end}. 


"March on Washington!* 1 Join us when you’re finished with earlier groups. 


by Zak Szymanski 


ay people hold down jobs 
and spend money just like 
%ff anyone else. 

It’s an obvious fact, but one 
that can be overlooked when the 
community talks about civil 
rights. And it’s critical to one of 
the most influential places that the 
queer rights struggle has thrived: 
in the labor movement. 

It is labor activists who have set 
the tone for working conditions 
and have organized boycotts 
around a central premise: workers 
deserve a healthy job environment 
and should be promoted and fired 
only in relation to their perfor¬ 
mance and abilities. 

It is no coincidence, then, that 
some of the best coalitions have 
been built between labor and gay 
activists in ways that benefited 
both populations. 

“The long-standing tradition 
of unions was to defend any work¬ 
er that lost his or her job on the 
basis of anything not relating to 
work, and even though some 
unions had homophobia in them, 
most of them realized the impor¬ 
tance of honoring their princi¬ 
ples,” said Howard Wallace, a 
longtime queer labor activist in 
San Francisco. Likewise, when 
unions were trying to combat un¬ 
fair practices, they saw the ability 
of the gay community to organize, 
and “recognized the potential for 
an ally,” said Wallace. 

Wallace, 67, is a recent retiree 
of Service Employees Internation¬ 
al Union Local 250 - where he 
spent 14 years helping to represent 
over 90,000 in Northern Califor¬ 
nia - and founder of Pride at 
Work, a lefty LGBT labor organi¬ 
zation with national influence. 

Just last month, Wallace was 
elected as a vice president of the 
San Francisco Labor Council, 
making him one of the highest- 
ranking LGBT labor officers in the 
country. 

“It’s influential to be an offi¬ 
cer,” said Wallace, noting that vice 
presidents have a vote on all 
standing committees, including 
the law and legislation committee 
that recommends positions on 
ballot measures. “I’m someone 
who is probably a little to the left 
of some of the leadership, and the 
fact that I’m gay is a first in a lot 
of ways. I’m also someone who 
speaks to the mainstream com¬ 
fortably, and I’m very interested in 
building coalitions.” 

Wallace’s official title is vice 
president for community activities, 
and his duties will include building 
coalitions among a variety of 
groups, which is a necessity, he said, 
that the left wing tends to ignore. 

“The right wing is always 
building coalitions, which is one 
way they gain. The left needs to 
reach out to the mainstream and 
not just keep talking to them¬ 
selves,” said Wallace, whose strate¬ 
gy is simply to unite groups to 
work together on issues on which 
they agree, regardless of their dif¬ 
ferences on other issues. 

One of the best known exam¬ 
ples of a successful gay and labor 
coalition is the Coors boycott of 
the 1970s, which continues to be 
observed by many people today. 

“The Coors boycott started 



Longtime labor activist Howard Wallace at a rally in January. 


Single , Partnered or 
Married, Our Beauty, 
Strength and Families 
continue to grow! 

CELEBRATE 
WITH PRIDE 

Assemblyman 

Mark Leno 


here locally when the Teamsters 
opposed going through the com¬ 
pany’s mandatory lie detector test, 
because it was a gross invasion of 
privacy,” recalled Wallace, who as a 
Denver native knew all too well 
the right-wing history of Coors. 

One of the questions asked 
during the lie detector test by 
Coors was whether employees 
were homosexual. 

As the founder of Bay Area Gay 
Liberation, Wallace got his orga¬ 
nization to endorse the Coors 
boycott. And with strong politicos 
like Harvey Milk behind the ef¬ 
fort, the LGBT community was 
able to “get the beer out of gay 
bars, which was really impressive,” 
said Wallace. “Labor respected a 
force that could come to their aid 
and show some muscle.” 

Coors went from having 43 
percent of the California market 
to 14 percent as a result of the 
boycott. 

It wasn’t long before the gay fa¬ 
vors were returned, with the lead¬ 
ers of the Coors boycott publicly 
praising the gay community for its 
efforts af a time when being asso¬ 
ciated with sexual minorities was 
not popular. 

Coors itself changed as a result 
of the boycott, with the company 
adopting an inclusive nondis¬ 
crimination policy in 1978 that 
recognized the rights of LGBT ap¬ 
plicants and employees. In 1995, 
the company began offering 
same-sex domestic partner bene¬ 
fits. 

Through the years, as labor 
support for the gay community 
grew, so too did the push for 
workplace protections for gay 
people, from nondiscrimination 
ordinances to domestic partner¬ 
ship benefits. Where states lacked 
LGBT workplace rights, labor 
filled the gaps, and did so in some 
of the country’s largest industries. 

“One thing affected another, 
and affected another, and we got a 
reputation for being a communi¬ 
ty that was able to move people 
and turn people out on the 
streets,” said Wallace, whose earli¬ 
est activism was labor related, 
when he helped to secure the 
broadcasting union’s opposition 
to homophobic television pro¬ 
gramming in the 1970s. 

Today, the Pride Parade regu¬ 
larly features labor groups, and 
LGBT groups regularly get behind 
labor issues. While politicians de¬ 
bate regional and national 
amendments and laws, gays are 
making gains where it sometimes 


matters the most: their places of 
employment. 

The joint efforts come natural¬ 
ly to Wallace. 

“The freedom fighters, Martin 
Luther King, and all the civil rights 
activists had a radicalizing effect on 
me as a young person,” said Wal¬ 
lace. “I gravitated toward them. At 
the time I didn’t want to admit that 
my gayness was playing a role, but 
the fact is, from high school on, I 
felt a deep, deep empathy with the 
underdog in society.” ▼ 
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Wednesday....BLUES...8:30-11:00 P.A. Slim & C.Knight 

Thursday."Hey Guys its 80s Music" 

Friday.JAZZ.9:00-11:30 Dave Parker Quintet 

Sunday.SING 8:00-10:00 John Houghton 


Gay and lesbian couples fight for marriage rights 

Less than 24 hours after the California Supreme Court issued 
an order on March 11 directing San Francisco to stop issuing mar¬ 
riage licenses to same-sex couples, Lancy Woo and Cristy Chung, 
a lesbian couple who have been together for 16 years and have a 6- 
year-old daughter, filed a lawsuit seeking the right to marry. The 
lawsuit asserts that excluding lesbian and gay people from marriage 
violates the California Constitution. 

Representing Woo and Chung, along with 10 other couples who 
wish to marry, are the National Center for Lesbian Rights, the Amer¬ 
ican Civil Liberties Union and Lambda Legal Defense and Educa¬ 
tion Fund. The case has been coordinated with five other cases filed 
either by gay couples or antigay groups fighting to keep marriage 
solely a union between a man and a woman. San Francisco Supe¬ 
rior Court judge Richard A. Kramer will hear oral arguments in 
the cases in July; a trial date has yet to be set. 

The Bay Area Reporters poke with seven of the same-sex couples in¬ 
volved in the lawsuit. Their reasons for becoming plaintiffs are as var¬ 
ied as their life stories. But all are united by the common belief that 
they must come out for justice and fight for the right to say, “I do.” T 


Plucked from obscurity 

Case shines spotlight on family 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


jg ancy Woo normally shies 
away from public attention, 
lb 1 In deference to her Chinese 
parents, she keeps the fact that she 
is a lesbian - living with the woman 
she loves, raising a child together in 
their Sunset home - relatively quiet. 

Owner of VIP Grooming on 


24th Street in Noe Valley, the 37- 
year-old Woo is not the public 
speaking type. That role is taken 
up by her partner, Cristy Chung, 
40, a stay-at-home mom who used 
to work at an Asian woman’s shel¬ 
ter where she learned to become 
comfortable with public speaking. 

As for Woo, she says of herself, 
“I am just a dog groomer. It is all I 
have ever done.” 

Yet Woo now finds herself cat¬ 
apulted onto the national stage, 
standing before the glare of the 
media spotlight defending the gay 
community’s fight for equal mar¬ 
riage rights. For it is her name that 
has been attached to a historic 
lawsuit filed against the state on 
behalf of gay and lesbian couples 
denied the right to marry. 

The case is known as Woo v. 
State of California. 

“We had a cow. I kept saying 
‘Why me?’ I was shocked,” Woo 
said when she learned her name 
had been picked out of a group of 
14 plaintiffs for the case’s title. “I 
thought I would just be one of the 
plaintiffs.” 

“We thought we would be fur¬ 
ther down the list. We had no idea 
how big it was going to be at the 
time,” added Chung. “I am usually 
the public speaker in our family. 
Lancy being the lead person is just 
so ironic. We are so low key, too.” 

The couple found themselves 
caught off guard before, when they 
agreed to be interviewed by the San 
Francisco Chronicle for a story 
about domestic partnerships. 
Thinking it would be buried inside 
the paper, the women picked up 
the Sunday edition to find a picture 
of themselves on the front cover. 

“I thought, ‘Well, if my family 
didn’t know, now they do,”’ joked 
Woo. 

With her mom fearful her 
daughter would end up in the Chi- 
nese-language papers, Woo said 
she warned her about the lawsuit. 

“I had to call my mom. I told 
her, ‘Just so you know, I am suing 
the state of California.’ She was 
like, ‘Oh my God,”’ said Woo, 
laughing at the memory. 

So far, the Asian press has ig¬ 
nored the story, the women said. 
But since joining the lawsuit, the 
family has been interviewed by the 
San Jose Mercury News and the 
local NBC affiliate. They also tes¬ 
tified in support of Assemblyman 
Mark Leno’s (D-San Francisco) 


pro-gay marriage bill AB1967 be¬ 
fore an Assembly committee in 
Sacramento. 

How Woo’s name got top hon¬ 
ors appears to be one of those “it’s 
a small world” tales. A friend of 
their daughter’s preschool teacher, 
who handled the couple’s second- 
parent adoption, called the 
women and twice left them mes¬ 
sages. Her friends were looking for 
couples to become plaintiffs in a 
lawsuit and she had suggested 
Woo and Chung. 

Unbeknownst to them at the 
time they signed on to the lawsuit, 
the couple’s friend, Jenny Pizer, a 
senior staff attorney for Lambda 
Legal in Los Angeles, was working 
on the case. The couple said they 
believe that is how Woo was 
plucked from obscurity to become 
part of LGBT history. They sus¬ 
pect that being a gay Asian couple 
also played a part. 

“There is a huge Asian queer 
community here that is not often 
seen,” said Chung. “It’s not just gay 
white men.” 

In a way, though, it is all Woo’s 
fault. The night of March 11, the 
day the state Supreme Court shut 
down the marriages taking place 
in San Francisco, Chung was sick 
in bed. Woo ended up speaking to 
lawyers with the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights about joining 
the case. Chung remembers being 
too tired to really make a decision. 
Before going to bed she told Lancy, 
“Whatever you decide is fine.” 

Woo, without much thought 
for the impact it would bring to 
her life, said, “Yes. We’ll do it.” 

Sitting on their living room 
couch recalling that night, Woo 
told Chung her decision was more 
based on fighting for her family. 

“The first words out of the 
lawyer’s mouth was, ‘I am so sorry 
you couldn’t get married.’ When 
she first asked if I would be willing 
to be part of a lawsuit, I thought 
‘Yes, I would be willing to do it.’ I 
didn’t like watching you be so sad 
because we weren’t married,” said 
Woo. “It made me want to do it. 
The whole basis of why I said yes 
is I want to take care of my family.” 

A long wait 

Together for 16 years, domes¬ 
tic partners for three, Woo and 
Chung had already had their own 
private commitment ceremony in 
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Lancy Woo and Cristy Chung with their daughter, Olivia Chung-Woo, front right, and family friend Nadia 
Pinkham in front of artist Phil Frank's heart artwork depicting San Francisco's same-sex marriages. 


I Celebrate with Pride San Francisco 1 
Together we are Out 4 Justicel 
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Couple adds a black 
voice to marriage debate 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


o Corey Davis and Andre 
Lejeune it feels like they 
have been together “forev¬ 
er,” they joke, despite what they 
term a “one-year hiatus” in their 
six-year courtship. 

And on March 17 they planned 
to officially commit themselves to 
each other for life by marrying in 
San Francisco. The two men, both 
African American, share a home 
together in Los Angeles, though 
Davis, 35, lives in Oakland while 
he attends the Principal Leader¬ 
ship Institute program at the Uni¬ 
versity of California at Berkeley. 
He is also the school partnership 
director for the San Francisco 
Unified School District. 

Lejeune, 37, a pharmacist in 
Los Angeles, had planned to spend 
Valentine’s Day with Davis in the 
Bay Area, so Davis decided to pro¬ 
pose to his partner. 

“I thought this is historic, so I 
left him a voice message,‘Boo Boo 
will you marry me? You better say 
yes!’ He called me and said yes,” 
recounted Davis. 

The two were going to “elope” 
at City Hall but, with the rain, 
they decided to wait until after 
that first weekend of marriages in 
February. When they tried to ‘ 
make an appointment, the rest of 
the month was booked. 

Looking at available dates in 
March, an appointment was open 


on Wednesday, March 10, the day 
before the state Supreme Court 
would announce its ruling and 
put a halt to the gay nuptials. The 
men instead chose a date for the 
following week, because “I 
thought ‘Oh, no, we will have 
more time,”’ explained Davis, 
whose freshman year roommate 
at Stanford was Matthew Werde- 
gar, son of Supreme Court Asso¬ 
ciate Justice Kathryn M. Werdegar. 

When the court announced its 
decision, he said, “I was surprised. 
I was crushed. I knew the ruling 
was coming but I thought it was¬ 
n’t coming so soon.” 

“Corey couldn’t get out of bed. 
He slept for two days,” recalled 
Lejeune. “I kept calling him. He 
was depressed and mad as hell.” 

After reading in the Bay Area 
Reporter about the American Civil 
Liberties Union’s lawsuit, Davis 
said he knew that he and Lejeune 
had to take part and called Tama¬ 
ra Lange, a lawyer for the group. 

“Lange called me the next day. 

I told her we were two African 
American men and that it was im¬ 
portant for us to be a part of it,” 
said Davis. “It is not often you see 
two grown, masculine black men 
together.” 

Until being interviewed by the 
B.A.R ., the men had yet to talk to 
anyone from the media about 
their joining the lawsuit. As gay 
marriage dominated the nightly 
news and front pages of newspa¬ 
pers across the country this 


spring, Lejeune said, “We haven’t 
done any stories with the black 
press.” 

“I don’t think they want to 
touch it,” added Davis. 

African American split 

The fight over gay marriage 
has torn open a split within the 
country’s African American com¬ 
munity, with leaders of the civil 
rights movement voicing support 
and conservative black ministers 
crying out in opposition. Other 
blacks object to same-sex mar¬ 
riage being equated with the civil 
rights movement of the 1960s. 

“Our community is really ho¬ 
mophobic. In Los Angeles and 
Louisiana, where I grew up, black 
people always talk about homo¬ 
sexuality and how gays are going 
to hell,” said Lejeune. 

To realize such talk is hypocrit¬ 
ical, he said, “you need look no 
further than the pulpit.” 

“Or the choir,” added Davis. 

The two men’s families fall on 
either extreme of the argument. 
Davis, who grew up in Akron, 
Ohio, said his family is very sup¬ 
portive of him and his relation¬ 
ship with Lejeune. 

“When I told my family about 
the lawsuit they were excited. I 
think in a lot of ways my parents 
live vicariously through me,” said 
Davis. “They have very progressive 
politics. They think I am fighting 
for a meaningful cause.” 

Lejeune said his family’s 


nonacceptance of his being gay 
gave him pause in joining the law¬ 
suit. “I had some reservations at 
first. I thought ‘What will my fam¬ 
ily think?’ But I got over that,” he 
said. “Being from the South, the 
Bible Belt, they haven’t accepted 
my being gay, let alone getting 
married. I am their son but the 
gay part of me they don’t ac¬ 
knowledge in Louisiana.” 

No matter what strains the 
lawsuit may cause with their fam¬ 
ilies, the men said the struggle for 
marriage equality is a fight they 
must join. 

“I feel like any right that is ex¬ 
tended, like the option of getting 
married, should be extended to 
us. It is a fundamental right we 
should have,” said Lejeune. “We 
are still second-class citizens in 
many ways.” 

Being able to marry is impor¬ 
tant, said the couple, since they do 
not want to register as domestic 
partners. 


“I don’t like the term domestic 
partner. If we are going to be to¬ 
gether he should be my spouse. 
Why can’t he be my spouse?” 
asked Davis. 

Met at the gym 

The couple almost never came 
to be in the first place. Members at 
the same Los Angeles gym, they 
first saw each other as they were 
working out. One day, Davis just 
walked up to Lejeune and said, 
“You are beautiful.” 

“I didn’t know if he was gay or 
straight,” said Davis. “He turned 
beet red and wouldn’t come near 
me for six months.” 

“He was with another man,” 
said Lejeune. “I avoided him like 
the plague until he finally told me 
it was his training partner. He 
took me out and we’ve been to¬ 
gether ever since.” 

For Davis, Lejeune is his per¬ 
fect match and ideal mate. 
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1985 

- "Back to the Future/ starring Michael j. Fox, opens in 
theaters across the country 

- Mikhail Gorbachev becomes leader of the Soviet Union 

- "Careless Whisper," by WHAM! debuts at #1 

- Fingerless gloves, leggings, teased hair, & jean jackets are 
fashion necessities 

- Ten months into his second term, Ronald Reagan has yet to 
publicly utter the word AIDS 

- John Kerry, a young Senator from Massachusetts, introduces the Senate's 
first gay civil rights bill 

Iohn Kerry has been celebrating Pride for more than 20 years. 

Help us build a stronger America. Come by the John Kerry Table at Pride. 

For more information: www.lohnkerrv.com/communities/gliit/pride 

i . i 



Paid for by iohn Kerry for President, Inc. 
Bringing you equality for 20 years and counting... 
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Hesitant to marry, but couple joins fight 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

p ven if the California 
Supreme Court had not 
stopped city officials in 
March from marrying gay cou¬ 
ples, Jewelle Gomez can’t be cer¬ 
tain she would wed her partner, 
Diane Sabin. 

After the gay nuptials started, 
Gomez and Sabin picked up the 
paperwork but never actually 
made an appointment to be mar¬ 
ried. 

Sabin, 51, a chiropractor, and 
Gomez, her partner of 11 and half 
years, were still debating whether 
they should take the marriage 
plunge when the court’s ruling 
came down on March 11. 

“We were still discussing the 
pros and cons,” explained Gomez, 
55, an author and the director of 
grants with the San Francisco Arts 
Commission. 

Lesbian feminist activists for 
30 years, the women are still torn 
to this day on if marriage is right 
for them. They are domestic part¬ 
ners, having registered with the 
city three years ago and with the 
state last year after the Board of 
Equalization changed its tax rules 
for property jointly owned by 
such couples. They own a home 
on the edge of Noe Valley. 

They’ve even exchanged rings, 
which they wear on different fin¬ 
gers. To friends and relatives who 
asked if they would get married, 
the women replied they were “en¬ 
gaged.” 

“Not as a step to marriage but 
as in the true definition of the 


word. We are engaged with each 
other,” explained Sabin. 

They support those couples 
who did opt to marry during the 
“Winter of Love,” but for them per¬ 
sonally, Sabin said, “It shouldn’t be 
if you squeeze it in in this short 
amount of time you can do it.” 

What they do agree on is 
judges should not have the power 
to decide the question for them. 

“Our feeling is we should be 
able to get to make those deci¬ 
sions,” said Gomez. 

So without much debate, the 
two joined the ACLU lawsuit to 
ensure they get to choose when, 
and if, they will marry. In fact, 
they were one of the first couples 
to sign on to the suit. 

“By 7 p.m. that day we were 
part of the lawsuit,” said Sabin. 

Friends with NCLR Executive 
Director Kate Kendell, the women 
did not need much debate before 
agreeing to lend their family’s 
story and struggle to the court 
case. Unlike the other couples in¬ 
volved with the suit, who all had 
made appointments to be wed 
and are clamoring to say “I do,” 
Sabin and Gomez are fighting for 
their right to “get” married, not 
“be” married. 

“Whether we get married the 
day the ruling comes out is really a 
private matter,” said Gomez. “Of 
course the legal ramifications of 
this struggle are paramount. It is 
no small thing.” 

Known for their years of polit¬ 
ical activism and unwillingness to 
settle for second best, Sabin said 
the marriage debate has made her 
look at herself in a new light. 



“I have been very surprised to 
realize how much I have accepted 
being marginalized. I am appre¬ 
ciative of domestic partnerships, 
that it even exists is amazing,” she 
said. “But I didn’t know a domes¬ 
tic partnership was not recognized 
outside of the state. I didn’t real¬ 
ize how limited the rights we have 
won still are.” 

As a feminist Sabin had always 
viewed marriage in a critical light, 
calling it a patriarchal institution 
and a contract based not on love 
but on property. As the marriage 
debate heated up over the last 
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I am proud to represent you in 
Washington. Best wishes for a memorable 
celebration. 

NANCY PELOSI 

House Democratic Leader 


year, her view about matrimony 
evolved. 

“Society expects me to take on 
full responsibilities as an adult in 
the culture. As an American I 
should have the rights that come 
with marriage whether I am ready 
to have them or not,” she said. “ 

Of the two, Gomez is the more 
resistant to the idea of being mar¬ 
ried. Before she ever accepts 
Sabin’s hand, she said she needs to 
resolve her issues with taking on 
such a traditional role. 

“I would be honored to be 
married to Diane, that would be a 
wonderful thing. I would like to 
have a party and get toasters,” 
Gomez joked. “I think in part get¬ 
ting married is redefining the in¬ 
stitution in some minds. If mar¬ 
riage does continue it needs to be 
changed and needs to be reformed 
so it is not about oppression.” 

In a way, Gomez said the gay 
couples’ lawsuit “might be that 
work that changes marriage for 
everyone.” 

The assimilation aspects of gay 
couples joining in a heterosexist 
fashion is also troubling, she said. 

“I think as a human rights ac¬ 
tivist I have never felt comfortable 
with stating we are just like you 
and that is why we should treat 
you well,” said Gomez. “I prefer to 
think we aren’t like the status quo. 
We do have differences that would 
require them to change. Of course 
I feel my participation in marriage 
changes it immediately. But how 
do I make that resonate in the rest 
of the world?” 

Her reticence is not to say she 


is not moved emotionally by see¬ 
ing gay couples wed. Watching 
couples marry in San Francisco, 
Oregon, New York, and Massa¬ 
chusetts brings tears to her eyes. 

“When I see the couples cry I 
think it is wonderful they can have 
that joy. I get that totally,” she said. 
“I am sobbing when I am watch¬ 
ing it on TV or am reading it in 
the newspaper.” 

But along with the happiness 
of the couples, Gomez also sees 
other messages she is not so sup¬ 
portive of, messages she finds 
detrimental. 

“When I see people getting 
married I think about teenage 
girls who watch TV and see shows 
like The Bachelor. I feel like no, 
that is not what we need to be 
teaching girls any longer,” she said. 

However, they do concede the 
marriage debate has given a plat¬ 
form for lesbians to be seen and 
heard, not only within the gay 
community but the mainstream 
public as well. 

“It is like someone putting a 
mirror on a blank wall. As lesbians 
one of our biggest issues is being 
invisible,” said Gomez. “Lesbians 
always fall off the radar screen in 
politics or popular culture. Mar¬ 
riage has put a mirror up for us. 
We get to be seen in a way. That’s 
not been true in the past.” 

In embracing marriage, Sabin 
said she is also mindful of the var¬ 
ious approaches the queer com¬ 
munity takes toward relation¬ 
ships. She said she does not want 
to see that eclipsed by the wedding 
euphoria. 

“The queer community has 
more fluidity about types of rela¬ 
tionships. This puts everything 
back into the Noah’s Ark model. I 
don’t think every relationship 
should be that way,” she said. “I am 
outside of the mainstream. I am 
not viewing marriage as a way to 
become part of the mainstream.” 

It is just part of the conversa¬ 
tion the women have with each 
other when discussing whether to 
marry. While she is not hurt emo¬ 
tionally because Gomez has yet to 
say yes, Sabin said on a practical 
level at times she doesn’t under¬ 
stand Gomez’s indecision. 

“I ask her why don’t you want 
these benefits?” Sabin said. 

She can envision herself get¬ 
ting married, said Gomez, though 
she doubts she would call it a 
“wedding.” 

“I do want to have a big cere¬ 
mony and celebration. Having 
that opportunity is very exciting 
to me,” she said. “Emotionally, 
perhaps I will be ready to do that 
by the time we can have it.” ▼ 


Unlearning Homophobia Series 

Because Sometimes... 

One conversation can change the world 
One story can change a life 
One film can change a mind 

EyeBite Productions and Woman Vision present the 
Unlearning Homophobia Series — four 
documentaries that look deeply at fear, prejudice, 
family, culture, race, change, and love. 

These films are top-notch organizing tools, great 
additions to any social justice library, and powerful 
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Waiting a lifetime to wed 


by Matthew S. Bajko 

t was meant to be the fulfill- 
> ment of a lifelong wish. Ida 
Matson’s dream is to marry 
her partner of 27 years, Myra 
Beals, before she dies. 

At age 68, Matson knows her 
time is running out to make Beals, 
62, her wife. The women have al¬ 
ready spent more than a quarter of 
their lifetimes together and at noon 
on March 12 inside San Francisco 
City Hall the couple thought Mat¬ 
son’s wish would be fulfilled. 

Fate, however, would intercede. 
At 3 p.m. the day before Matson’s 
longed-for wedding, the women 
received word the gay nuptials had 
come to an end. 

“It took about 20 seconds to 
set in and I went ballistic. I kept 
on saying ‘They won again. I am 
never going to have my rights! I 
am never going to be able to do 
this,”’ said Matson. 

“And I was pissed,” added Beals. 
“We were packing and were all set 
to come down. We had booked a 
party at Absinthe for Friday night. 
We had been dithering all morn¬ 
ing deciding what to wear.” 

Devastated to learn they had 
missed a chance to wed, they de¬ 
bated whether they should still 
make the trip south from their 
home in Northern California. 

“I was a basket case for a couple 
of hours. We were calling family to 
try to figure out what to do,” said 
Beals. “We already had our rings 
made and my 92-year-old mother 
was coming. Part of her family had 
already started sending us cards 



Myra Beals and Ida Matson, plaintiffs in the ACLU lawsuit. 


and our neighbors had been talk¬ 
ing about throwing us a party.” 

The women decided nonethe¬ 
less to make the drive down to San 
Francisco that Friday from their 
home in Mendocino, a town about 
three hours north of the city with a 
large women’s community. The 
couple had retired to the area eight 
years ago and has a house with ma¬ 
jestic views of the Pacific Ocean. 

As they hit Marin, traffic was 
snarled and they sat idling on the 
highway. As the hour approached 
noon, and their rings with them in 
the car, the women decided to go 
ahead with their own wedding 
ceremony. 

“In the film Cold Mountain the 
two stars get married by saying ‘I 
will marry you’ five times. That is 
basically what we did,” said Mat- 
son. “And she promised to marry 
me within the year.” 


Since their commitment is not 
valid under the law, the women put 
their rings on each other’s right 
hand. “If they take out the word 
marriage and have civil unions for 
everyone maybe we’ll change 
hands,” said Beals. “For now we are 
‘spices for life.’ I still can’t get the 
word spouse out of my mouth.” 

Though to both Beals and 
Matson, they are bound in matri¬ 
mony. 

“It is worthy of celebrating. It 
was a very personal commitment. 
It takes precedent over any legal 
ceremony we would have had,” 
said Beals. 

Initially, Beals resisted the idea 
of getting married. Having been 
married to a man already, she saw 
no need to rush back into an in¬ 
stitution she considers too patri¬ 
archal anyway. 

Even if marriage Was already 


Breathe Easy 
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legal for gay couples, Beals said, “I 
don’t know if we would even have 
gotten married if we could have. 
No piece of paper is going to 
change the fact that we are as 
committed as you can get.” 

Matson, in fact, was the one to 
propose and nudge Beals into ac¬ 
cepting her hand in marriage. 

“I asked her ‘Will you marry 
me? and she said ‘Why?’ and blew 
me off,” she said. “It took two 
weeks talking about it to make an 
appointment.” 

Her resistance to the notion 
didn’t weaken until after another 
couple wed and she began to 
change her mind, said Beals. 

“Our friends came down and 
got married. She said it really did 
make a difference,” said Beals. 

Raising hell 

Both women had been in mar¬ 
riages that failed for various rea¬ 
sons. Beals had been married to a 
man for 13 and half years until she 
finally kicked him out of the house. 

“For me, marriage isn’t even in 
my head. I don’t think I ever sup¬ 
ported it,” she said. 

Matson had two marriages from 
her past. The first was a six-month 
stint with a boy in Idaho not long 
after she graduated high school. 
Raised Mormon, Matson said it was 
the thing to do. Fleeing the mar¬ 
riage, and her Mormon upbringing, 
she moved to Los Angeles. 

“I grew up in a small town in 
Idaho. I didn’t have a label like les¬ 
bian. I thought I was the only one 
in the world,” she said. 

In her new home she discov¬ 
ered the underground, and at the 


time, illegal homosexual lifestyle. 
It was 1957, a time when vice cops 
routinely raided gay bars. 

“I have always been a butch 
person but I had to dress as a 
woman and act like a woman as 
best I could. I had to wear heels 
and dresses to get jobs,” said Mat- 
son. “What I have seen happen 
over my lifetime is it really, truly 
was illegal for you to be gay. You 
could not say homosexual. They 
could send you to jail. I lived it.” 

After a while, Matson said, “I got 
tired of not finding a woman. I met 
a really nice guy and we got mar¬ 
ried. It lasted a couple of years.” 

Eventually the two women 
landed jobs with the Santa Clara 
County Transportation Agency in 
San Jose. Beals worked in human 
resources and Matson was a road 
supervisor for buses. 

Matson “came in to HR one 
day. She was raising hell so they 
called me,” recalled Beals. “It was 
like clicking at first sight, I just 
knew. It was instant lust in fact. I 
went after her.” 

There were only two problems. 
Beals had yet to finalize her divorce 
and Matson was in a committed 
relationship with a woman. 

“I never imagined I would be a 
home-wrecker,” joked Beals. 

“I was concerned about having 
a relationship with Myra. She was 
still married,” said Matson. “I held 
off as long as I possibly could. It 
took a couple months.” 

Over time, the two built a life 
together. They became founding 
members of the Billy De Frank 
LGBT Community Center in San 
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The Five D's — 

Tips For People Ready 
To Quit Smoking 

I The longer you can put off reaching for that 
I cigarette, the more smoke-free time you will have 
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Brothers find themselves on 
opposite sides of the wedding aisle 




dignity | san francisco 

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL & TRANSGENDER CATHOLICS - OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS 


San Francisco I 

5ignily J 


During National Gay Pride Month, Dignity celebrates same gender couples and their 
families. You are inspirational examples of love, commitment and family values! 


JOIN US! 


- Special Pride Mass: Saturday, June 26 at 5:30pm, 
with Blessing of Committed Relationships 
* Weekly Sunday Mass: 5:30pm, NOT held on June 271 
Location of Masses: 1329 Seventh Avenue Church 


1329 SEVENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94122, CALL 415.681.2491, EMAIL DIGNITSF@PACBELL.NET 

► www.dignitypacific.org/sanfrancisco/ 


blemakers,” said Mel Greenberg. 
“I’ve known my son for a lot of 
years. If there is anybody who 
would be tempted to do some¬ 
thing like that it is Josh.” 

He said he doesn’t see his sons 
as the one who married and the 
one who couldn’t. Besides, one 
day soon, both his sons will be 
married men, he said. 

“I celebrate tremendously with 
David and Bob having the oppor¬ 
tunity to get married,” said Mel 
Greenberg, who is confident his 
other son will prevail with his law¬ 
suit. “It is just a matter of time be¬ 
fore gay marriage is going to be 
recognized across the United 
States. It makes no sense any other 
way despite the vigor of the reli¬ 
gious right.” 

His sons continue the fight for 
civil rights that he first took part 
in 40 years ago. Each brother’s ac¬ 
tion is part of the continuum in 
that struggle, said David Green¬ 
berg, who believes his younger 
brother is playing a bigger role. 

“I am very proud of him. It is a 
much bigger commitment than 
one trip down to City Hall,” he 
said. “In a lot of ways it is a much 
more public commitment.” 

Classic proposal 

Eighteen months ago Rymer 
and Frazer, who have homes in the 
city and Sonoma, where Frazer 
works and lives full-time, regis¬ 
tered as domestic partners. 

“We had a private exchange of 
rings and a commitment we made 
to each other in San Francisco at 
dinner,” said Rymer. “Over the 
course of 10 years we did not dis¬ 
cuss having a wedding. For all in¬ 
tents and purposes we are mar¬ 
ried, we have been married, and 
intend to be married. But we did 
not have a ceremony or public an¬ 
nouncement of that.” 

“I don’t think either one of us 
was concerned about the fact we 
couldn’t be married then. In our 
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by Matthew S. Bajko 


rothers Joshua Rymer and 
David Greenberg, both gay 
and San Francisco trans¬ 
plants from Massachusetts, are en¬ 
gaged in the political battle for 
marriage equality. But the siblings’ 
involvement is from different van¬ 
tage points. 

As a newlywed, Greenberg, 52, 
a software engineer, joined in the 
fight when he said “I do” on 
March 8 and married his partner 
Bob Concannon, 48, a managing 
partner of an executive search 
firm. 

“We saw what was going on at 
City Hall and wanted to be a part 
of it. We wanted to raise our voic¬ 
es in a political way,” Greenberg 
said of the couple’s decision to get 
married. 

Rymer, 47, a senior vice presi¬ 
dent with Charles Schwab, expect¬ 
ed to take the same step, having 
booked his marriage to his part¬ 
ner Tim Frazer, 42, the chief tech¬ 
nology officer for a software tech¬ 
nology company, on St. Patrick’s 
Day, March 17. 

But the state Supreme Court 
changed his plans when it ended 
the gay nuptials six days prior to 
Rymer and Frazer’s wedding day. 
He now finds himself a plaintiff in 
the ACLU lawsuit against the 
state, suing California so he can 
become a married man like his 
brother. 


“I am really proud my brother 
and his partner were able to get 
married. I am thrilled for them. 
They have spent a long time to¬ 
gether and are a very committed 
couple,” said Rymer. “I love the 
fact they could do it. It made me 
even sadder that we couldn’t do 
that. I looked at the photos of 
them at City Hall and could see 
how happy they were. It made me 
even sadder that we weren’t al¬ 
lowed to take that same step and 
have that same recognition.” 

Greenberg and Concannon, 
who will celebrate their 20th an¬ 
niversary in July, almost didn’t get 
married themselves. They kept 
calling to make an appointment 
but could never get through to the 
clerk’s office. On March 2, after he 
heard gay couples could use the 
Internet to schedule an appoint¬ 
ment, Greenberg logged on and 
picked the first spot available. 

“I figured we should do it as 
soon as possible,” said Greenberg, 
who refers to the ceremony as his 
“shotgun wedding.” 

Seeing that city officials had 
asked the couples to only invite 
their witnesses to the ceremonies, 
Greenberg did not invite his 
brother. The couple invited a 
straight married couple they are 
close friends with who wanted 
their children, ages 10 and 12, to 
witness the historic event. 

“They wanted the kids to share 
this experience with us,” said 
Greenberg, though his husband’s 


sister surprised the men by flying 
in from Miami that day. 

Briefly the two had discussed 
going to Massachusetts to marry, 
since Greenberg’s parents still live 
in the Bay State. Then with San 
Francisco opening the door to gay 
marriage, they opted to wed here. 
Greenberg expected to see his 
brother do the same. 

When that would not be the 
case, he said, “I felt angry and dis¬ 


appointed.” The court’s decision 
did not surprise him, because, “I 
didn’t have the illusion this was 
going to last. I knew it would be a 
struggle before it became a per¬ 
manent reality for everyone.” 

More surprising at first was 
Rymer’s joining the lawsuit. After 
thinking about his brother’s deci¬ 
sion though, Greenberg said it 
does fit his character. 

“He is an outrageous, coura¬ 
geous person. He is fearless,” said 
Greenberg. “I guess to me the act 
of the lawsuit, since I see it in a 
political context, I think it is very 
important. What Bob and I did by 
going to City Hall is the opening 
salvo” in the marriage equality 
fight. 

They are also following in the 
footsteps of their father, Mel 
Greenberg, who at the age of 14 
joined the civil rights struggles of 
the.South in the 1960s. 

“I have been one of those trou¬ 


Joshua Rymer and Tim Frazer look 


forward to the day they can 


get 


married. 
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BOYStoMEN 

3 DAYS TO MAKE YOUR WAY FROM THE BOYS TO THE MEN 


A GULCH PRESENTATION GAY PRIDE WEEKEND 


Party with Boys to Men 


Meet Boys to Men 

Saturday, June 26, 2004 


Celebrate with Boys to Men 


Thursday, June 24, 2004 

A Bel Aml/COLT World Movie Premiere 
A Star Studded Red Carpet Event benefiting 
the STOP AIDS Project 


Sunday, June 27, 2004 

Live Model Appearance at Gulch 
Pride Booth 


Live Model Appearance at Castro Gulch 
3pm to 6pm 


Bel Ami/COLT specials all day long 
Music and Fun 


Located near main stage 
Noon to 6pm 


Silent Auctions 
Food, Wine and Dancing 
7pm to midnight 

Music by special guest DJ Rob Kaftan 


Famous Gulch Give-Away and Contests 
Loads of Fun 


101 Fourth Street, SF, CA 

Advance ticket price: VIP access $80 

General admission $50 

Door ticket pr ice: VIP access $100 

General admission $60 ‘ ' -_~ 

lllusions by Christian - Magic Over the Rainbow 


Visuals by Elementaldezigns.com 


A charity~evertrbenefiting the STOP AIDS Project 


Bel Am f COLT 


IncIies 


MANDATE 

PLAYCUY 

HONCHO, com 


ST®p 

PROJECT 


Tickets available for purchase at: 

Castro Gulch, 2352 Market Street, 415.934.8524 - Folsom Gulch, 947 Folsom Street, 415.495.6402 

For more information or to buy your tickets online visit www.sfgulch.com or www.COLTstudio.com or www.belamionline.com 
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Visit our website 


BREDWELL MEYER 
FLOWERS 

4359 18th St. 

@ Eureka 
415-621-1556 


www.bredwellmeyer.citysearch.com 


Media captures couples’ 
disappointment 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


■IP hey walked into City Hall 

| on March 11 expecting to 

I come out as “spouses for 
life .” Instead, they were denied the 
right to marry by the state 
Supreme Court only minutes be¬ 
fore their planned ceremonies. 

Caught in the glare of the 
media, television cameras and 
newspaper photographers cap¬ 
tured the couples’ hurt expres¬ 
sions, and the images landed in 
news outlets around the world. 

“It was a pretty emotional mo¬ 
ment for both of us. The clerk 
came out and told us the news. 
The media was there right away,” 
said Arthur Frederick Adams, 39, 
a cinematographer who had 
planned to marry his partner, 
Devin Wayne Baker, 39, a banker. 
“I right away gave interviews. It 
was important for people to hear 
our story and see who we are.” 

The Mountain View couple 
had arrived at 2:20 p.m. that after¬ 
noon and had already begun fill¬ 
ing out paperwork in time for 
their 3 p.m. appointment. Stand¬ 
ing next to them was a bride and 
groom waiting their turn to be 
married. 

It was unclear if all marriages 
had been called off or only those 
of the gay couples, said Baker. 

“The bride had a very sad look 
on her face. She was very con¬ 
fused,” remembered Baker. 

After talking to reporters, the 
couple found a quiet corner in City 
Hall to exchange vows and rings. 

“After having our experience 
on the second floor, we went 
downstairs. We saw the straight 
couple was getting married, yet we 
were walking out an unmarried 
couple,” said Baker. 

CNN asked them to appear on 
TV live that Friday, though they 
declined. KGO, NPR, and KRON 
had all interviewed the couple 
while they were at City Hall. The 
attention was all a bit overwhelm¬ 
ing, the men said. 

“You need to remember that 
was my wedding day. I was realiz¬ 
ing a dream and it turned into this 
media event. I couldn’t even think 
straight,” said Baker. “It just be¬ 
came surreal. It was heartbreaking 
that we got that close. It was 
crushing to go through that and to 
have our marriage application lit¬ 
erally taken from our hands.” 

Googling their names a few 
days later, Adams said he found 
their accounts in newspapers as 
far away as Vietnam. 

“Talk about starting out the 
day one way and it turning out 
completely different. We took the 
WceKefiu Ort," he said. 

Flower leis adorning their 
necks, Jeanne Rizzo, 57, and Pali 
Cooper, 48, also found themselves 
only minutes too late to be wed 
that day. Their 3 p.m. wedding 
canceled, the women also granted 
interviews to the media. 

“It was better for the move¬ 
ment that it wasn’t stopped after 
hours,” said Rizzo, referring to the 
month of weddings. “It was better 
for the bigger work that needs to 
be done that the people were there 
and the media caught the drama 
of them shutting it down. “ 

Excitement, trepidation 

Rizzo, executive director of the 
Breast Cancer Fund, had been 
traveling for work when the mar¬ 
riages began. For days the women 


Jeanne Rizzo and Pali Cooper faced a crush of reporters when their City 
Hall wedding was stopped by the Supreme Court. 


had been calling the clerk’s office 
to schedule an appointment. Fi¬ 
nally, while sitting aboard a plane 
on the tarmac at San Francisco In¬ 
ternational Airport, Rizzo got 
through on February 20. 

“Literally, as the stewardess is 
saying please put away all elec¬ 
tronic devices, someone answered 
my call,” recounted Rizzo. “I told 
her I am not getting off this phone 
now, I have to make a reservation 
for my wedding.” 

Signing up for 3 p.m. on March 
11, Rizzo had enough time to leave 
Cooper, a chiropractor, a message 
at her office. As their wedding day 
neared, the women invited friends 
and family and planned an after¬ 
party at their house. 

“My whole office closed. My en¬ 
tire board of directors was coming 
to the ceremony,” said Rizzo. “At 
the same time I had this sense of 
excitement, I also had some trepi¬ 
dation and a sadness over the fact 
we had to rush iHtC GUI" wedding.” 

“We weren’t allowed any time. 
I felt this sense of urgency. I want¬ 
ed to be a part of history,” said 
Cooper. 

Cooper’s sister, also a lesbian, 
drove the couple from their home 
in Tiburon to City Hall, with the 
song “Going to the Chapel” sere¬ 
nading them. At 2:45 p.m. the 
women began filling out their pa¬ 
perwork, unaware the court had 
already issued its injunction. 

“All of a sudden the media 
started pouring into the building. 
I wondered what famous person 
was going to get married,” recalled 
Rizzo. 

“We went to the clerk’s office 
and two couples ahead of us were 
crying. They had been turned 
down,” said Cooper. “Everybody 
had been told to stop filling out 


their paperwork. By then there 
were all these cameras and lights. 
We walked up to the counter. We 
wanted to hear it. We had to be 
turned away.” 

Her partner of 15 years crying 
and “a basket case,” Cooper said 
she turned to find 18 micro¬ 
phones and tape recorders pushed 
before her face. 

“The reporters were trying to 
get the drama of the moment. It 
felt upsetting to me,” she said. “I 
found it to be homophobic. The 
picture they sent to USA Today [of 
a sobbing Rizzo] was disgusting. I 
felt the local reporters were more 
comfortable to talk to, but the 
others felt almost joyful over the 
drama of it.” 

“I wanted to show my emotion 
but not to the rest of the country,” 
she added. 

The women’s photo graced the 
cover of the Los Angeles Times , 
Boston Globe and the Marin Inde¬ 
pendent Journal. They also were 
on countless nightly newscasts 
that evening. 

“I just flooded. I felt so insulted 
and hurt,” said Rizzo, who said see¬ 
ing her 24-year-old son’s heartache 
for her and Cooper made it even 
more upsetting. “He had to watch 
his mom get turned down and re¬ 
jected. His look on his face stirred 
so much emotion in me.” 

For Rizzo, who had been mar¬ 
ried to a man before, she said that 
marriage “didn’t mean a tenth to 
me what this did.” 

It took her about 20 minutes, 
she said, to recover her strength. 
The women decided they wanted 
to thank Mayor Newsom and 
walked up to his offices on the sec¬ 
ond floor. 

“With each step I got stronger,” 
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Art Adams and Devin Baker gave interviews right away after the state 
Supreme Court halted the same-sex marriages March 11. 


funk soul electronics roek-n-roii 
never a cover * in housedj's 
daisy drink specials * $2.50 Tuesdays 

TRAX-1437HaigMSt./Ashbury $anFrancisco, CA 
1415)8644213 www.traxsf.com 


<$unScmce <$o/eon presents 


SUNDAY, JUNE 27 


Sundance CW Dance Corral * 12 noon-6 pm 

SF Pride Celebration * Civic Center, Larkin near Grove 


Sundance Saloon After-Pride Party * 6-11 pm 
The Ramada Plaza Hotel * 1231 Market @ 8th 
with dance instruction 6 - 7:30 pm ★ $8 admission 


Two-steppin‘ & Line Dancin' Every Sunday, 6 -11 pm 
Sundance Saloon resumes July 4 at 550 Barneveld Ave. {»space550; 
www.sundancesaloon.org * 415-820-1403 






































Ztn/DUESTOnE 


bridgestonetire.com 


Your ideas about liberation... are part of your identity. 

You live for technology. 
Why not drive on it? 

The advanced technology 
of Bridgestone. 

Created with a vision. 
Tested with a vengeance. 
Bridgestone. 
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Family and supporters fight for 
‘all the other Gwens out there’ 





Editors note: On Tuesday, June 22, 
Alameda County Superior Court 
Judge Harry Sheppard declared a 
mistrial in the case of three men ac¬ 
cused of murdering East Bay trans¬ 
gender teenager Gwen Araujo be¬ 
cause the jury could not reach a 
unanimous verdict. The case has 
been watched around the globe for 
its legal and symbolic impact upon 
the lives of transgender people and 
their right to live without hatred or 
fear of violence. The fight for justice 
for Araujo has been waged by nu¬ 
merous activists, advocates, and 
loved ones, and these are the stories 
of just a handful of them. 

by Zak Szymanski 

.. n April 14, the first day of 
> i opening arguments in the 
trial of the three men ac¬ 
cused of murdering transgender 
teenager Gwen Araujo, several re¬ 
porters and camera crews elbowed 
their way through the crowd on the 
second floor of the Hayward Hall 
of Justice, trying to capture a piece 
of the subtle emotions shown by 
those with a stake in the case. 

On one side of the corridor 
stood the family members of the 
defendants - Michael Magidson, 
Jose Merel, and Jason Cazares - al¬ 
though none of them seemed to 
intermingle. 

On the other side stood the 
family of the victim: Araujo’s 
mother, Sylvia Guerrero; Araujo’s 


siblings; her aunts and uncles and 
their children; the longtime friends 
of these relatives; and a sizable 
queer and transgender contingent, 
former strangers immediately wel¬ 
comed into this inner circle with 
warm hugs and conversation. 

When it became apparent that 
there were not enough courtroom 
chairs for all the public and media 
in attendance, it was the LGBT 
people who were called in, one by 
one by Araujo’s family, to occupy 
the highly coveted seats. And this 
is how it is done in a family raised 
on unwavering loyalty and uncon¬ 
ditional acceptance, traits that, in 
retrospect, may have allowed 
Gwen to falsely assume the same 
qualities of others. 

The abbreviated version of a 
local-turned-national tragedy has 
been pieced together and retold 
across the wires: Gwen Araujo, 17, 
of the East Bay city of Newark, 
was born as a boy named Edward 
but lived as a female since the age 
of 14. She was killed at a house 
party in October 2002 when a 
group of men - two of whom she 
reportedly had previous sexual re¬ 
lations with - discovered that her 
biological sex was male. 

In the days if not weeks leading 
up to her death, Araujo’s killers al¬ 
legedly speculated about her gen¬ 
der and agreed that a male-bodied 
person presenting as a woman 
would most certainly be killed if 
she encountered a “really bad” 
guy. Upon confirmation of their 


Attorney Gloria Allred with Sylvia Guerrero on April 14, after opening 
arguments in the murder trial of Guerrero's daughter, Gwen Araujo. 


suspicions, they embarked upon 
what witnesses say were hours of 
beatings, striking Araujo in the 
head numerous times, then re¬ 
straining her, strangling her, and 
driving her body to a grave in the 
Sierra foothills, punctuating the 
occasion with a stop for breakfast 
at McDonalds. 

Three men were charged with 
first-degree murder for her death, 
and all have admitted a role in the 
incident. But the defendants - 
Merel, Magidson, and Cazares, 
now 24 years old - maintained a 
“gay panic” defense throughout 
the trial that was based on “be- 


FAG. DYKE. FUNK. 
LEZ. QUEER. 


Don't go through it alone. 
Experience Support and Trust at LYRIC. 

LYRIC IS A RECREATION 
AND EDUCATION CENTER 
FOR LGRTQQ YOUTH 23 AND 
YOUNGER (25 IF TRANS). 
COME CHECK US OUT! 

support groups 
dances 
field trips 
health workshops 
job training 
internships 
leadership 


trayal” and a “sexual deception.” 

The premise of such a defense 
is that transgenders always risk 
death upon disclosure of their 
birth sex, and are therefore oblig¬ 
ated to disclose this life-threaten¬ 
ing information early, to all po¬ 
tential attackers. The duty to dis¬ 
close is also heightened, apparent¬ 
ly, for transgenders who happen 
to be beautiful and capable of 
“fooling” people into developing 
an attraction. 

The other assumption of such 
a defense - despite what the gay 
male acquaintances who testified 
on behalf of Magidson might 
want to believe - is that any 
straight male who panics over his 
sexuality would naturally react vi¬ 
olently toward the perceived ho¬ 
mosexual male in front of him. 

Araujo, according to testimony, 
had been friendly with the defen¬ 
dants for about two months before 
she was killed. Cazares testified 
that he had spotted her walking 
along the street, offered her a ride, 
and ended up taking her back to 
the Merel home. She became a reg¬ 
ular presence in the household, ac¬ 
cording to prosecution witness 
Jaron Nabors, who pleaded guilty 
to manslaughter in exchange for 
testimony against the other defen¬ 
dants and an 11 -year prison sen¬ 
tence. The Merel home often host¬ 
ed Nabors, the defendants, and 
women and friends with whom 
they associated, and it seemed to 
serve as a hangout where drinking, 
dominoes, and get-togethers were 
common. 

Araujo reportedly engaged in 


anal and/or oral sex with Magid¬ 
son, Jose Merel, and his brother 
Paul. She was known to the men 
as a flirt named Lida, and to 
women like prosecution witness 
Nicole Brown, the girlfriend of 
Paul, as a threat. But most impor¬ 
tantly to all involved, she was 
known as a young woman, an 
identity she had vocalized since 
childhood and had lived since her 
early teens. 

For Araujo, hanging out at the 
Merel home meant “a chance to be 
accepted by a social group as a 
girl,” Alameda County Deputy 
District Attorney Chris Lamiero 
said during opening arguments in 
the murder trial. 

The defendants would soon 
compare notes on Araujo’s sexual 
behavior and question her man¬ 
nerisms and gender, according to 
testimony. They would allegedly 
agree upon her fate if their suspi¬ 
cions proved true, and they would 
later use her female identity as 
proof that they had been victim¬ 
ized and forced into “homosexual 
sex,” which caused them to react 
“in the heat of the moment” with 
deadly violence (although Paul 
Merel, upon the discovery, left the 
house and did not participate in 
the killing). 

Family members, the prosecu¬ 
tion, and supporters spent count¬ 
less hours over numerous months 
combating the transphobic 
rhetoric and blame-the-victim 
mentality that was allowed in 
court. And Araujo’s killing has re¬ 
defined for many people their 
sense of community, propelling 
them into action. This is the big¬ 
ger picture, involving the hun¬ 
dreds of people involved in fight¬ 
ing for justice for Gwen. In partic¬ 
ular, there is a core group of ex¬ 
tended family, activists, and advo¬ 
cates - the majority of them non¬ 
transgender and/or heterosexual - 
who have dedicated the last year 
and a half of their lives to educat¬ 
ing the public and insisting upon 
someone’s right to live her life - 
and have that life be valued. 

Justice seekers 

Sylvia Guerrero has become 
the new face of transgender ac¬ 
tivism, giving interviews and 
speeches as a way to educate the 
public about her daughter’s life 
and the lives of other transgen¬ 
ders. She is a regular on the San 
Francisco scene, where she is wel- 
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Dolores Street 
Baptist Church 


Our doors are open to all 
and always open! 



Who We Are 

Steeped in Baptist tradition, we seek to share the Good News 


What We Do 


•• Welcome and Affirm All! 

•• Proclaim that God is Love and All our accepted in our faith community 
• ♦ Stand up for peace and justice for All 
• • Perform marriages for All couples 


Please join us for worship! 


www.BaptistChurchSF.org 


Sundays at 11:00AM 
1268 Sanchez Street (at Clipper) 
415'82&2641 


info@baptistchurchsf.org 
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Gwen Araujo 

◄ page 52 

corned and embraced by the com¬ 
munity, and she has been the re¬ 
cipient of several awards for her 
advocacy and refusal to remain 
silent. She is joined in this effort 
by several members of her family. 

Locally, a grassroots group 
known as Not in Newark formed 
in response to the murder, and 
along with nearby gay-straight al¬ 
liances and PFLAG chapters, has 
been working to implement city¬ 
wide protections for its students 
and residents. 

Prominent attorney Gloria 
Allred joined Araujo’s family to 
help them navigate legal issues 
and to speak on their behalf dur¬ 
ing particularly emotional days. 

And organizations like San 
Francisco’s Community United 
Against Violence, the Horizons 
Foundation, and the Transgender 
Law Center routinely provided the 
family with support and the media 
with “talking points” so that the 
story would not be reported with 
bias or misinformation. 

“When Gwen began living as a 
woman, it was not an act of deceit. 
She was expressing her true self to 
the world,” read one fact sheet dis¬ 
tributed outside the courtroom. 

Furthermore, “Gwen did not 
steal Michael Magidson and Jose 
Merel’s ‘right’ to be heterosexual. 
Any sexual conduct in which 
Magidson or Merel engaged with 
Gwen was completely consensu¬ 
al,” stated the flyer. “If these young 
men had sex with Gwen, they did 
so because they found her attrac¬ 
tive. Being attracted to a transgen¬ 
der woman does not mean that a 
heterosexual man is bisexual or 

gay” 

In a recent opinion piece in the 


San Francisco Chronicle, TLC co¬ 
founder and staff attorney Dylan 
Vade addressed the concept of de¬ 
ception, summarizing that Gwen 
“did not wear a sign on her fore¬ 
head that said T am transgender, 
this is what my genitalia look like.’ 

“But her killers didn’t wear a 
sign on their foreheads saying, ‘We 
might look like nice high school 
boys, but really, we are transpho¬ 
bic and are planning to kill you,” 
wrote Vade in the widely distrib¬ 
uted mainstream publication. 
“That would have been a helpful 
disclosure.” 

That sentiment is reflected in 
the message that Pearl Serrano, 
Araujo’s older sister, hopes to con¬ 
vey. 

“Gwen thought these people 
were her friends, and look what 
happened to her,” said Serrano, 22. 
Araujo’s family has long referred to 
her murder as a betrayal by the de¬ 
fendants, so it is ironic, she said, 
that the defense framed Araujo’s 
gender presentation as the betrayal 
that caused her own death. “It’s 
kind of funny they felt betrayed. 
They were the ones who had been 
talking about this behind her back.” 

It was Serrano who took the 
stand on April 15 to attest to her 
sister’s gender identity, a task she 
accepted in order to fulfill a larger 
personal duty. 

“I was Gwen’s older sibling and 
I wanted the jurors to see Gwen 
through me. We are all she has to 
speak for her,” said Serrano. 

On the stand, Serrano testified 
that Araujo lived full-time in fe¬ 
male role since the age of 14. De¬ 
fense attorney Tony Serra tried to 
plant the seed that perhaps Gwen 
had gone “back and forth” be¬ 
tween a male and female existence. 

“No,” Serrano testified. “She 
was true to who she was.” 

Later, Serrano said the ques¬ 


tion had irritated her. “Why would 
someone ask that stupid question; 
of course she wouldn’t go back,” 
she scoffed. 

Growing up, Gwen would bor¬ 
row Pearl’s clothes and acces¬ 
sories, and often had “better 
everything,” laughed Serrano, not¬ 
ing Gwen’s full lips and healthy 
hair. They stood up for each other 
then, so doing so in court and in 
the media “kind of comes with the 
territory.” 

Imelda Guerrero, Gwen’s aunt 
and Sylvia’s sister, attributes the 
family’s acceptance of Gwen to 
her mother [Araujo’s grandmoth¬ 
er], who as a Mexican immigrant 
and mother of 14 children, dealt 
with prejudice of her own and al¬ 
ways emphasized the importance 
of sticking together. 

Imelda remembers Gwen tak¬ 
ing over kitchen duties as a young 
child and cooking her breakfast; 
playing with Barbie dolls; and 
braiding other girls’ hair. At 


Gwen’s insistence, most of the 
family eventually recognized and 
referred to her as a female, said 
Imelda, but they lacked a language 
and an understanding of trans¬ 
genders. 

“To be honest, as a family, none 
of us knew the correct term for 
Gwen. It didn’t matter to us when 
she came out to us and said she 
wanted to cut off her penis and 
asked why God had given her the 
wrong body. When all that hap¬ 
pened, I had a long conversation 
with her. I didn’t know ‘transgen¬ 
der’ but I could tell her we loved 
her,” recalled Imelda. “It didn’t 
matter to us. She was ours. She was 
one of our babies. I feel like maybe 
we should’ve done some more re¬ 
search, that we could have offered 
her help or information.” 

Although they cannot change 
what they did not know, they can 
try to influence the minds of oth¬ 
ers today. Araujo’s family is vigi¬ 
lant about ensuring that she is re¬ 


ferred to truthfully and respect¬ 
fully. Sylvia, with the memory of a 
mother on a mission, knows by 
heart the people and media out¬ 
lets who have refused to refer to 
her daughter with dignity. So it 
was initially hard to swallow the 
prosecution’s strategy, said Imel¬ 
da, because it did not emphasize 
educating jurors about Araujo’s 
life as a woman. 

Dedicating nearly every day 
and “almost all my energy” to the 
case since it first crossed his desk is 
the seasoned prosecutor Lamiero, 
who spoke to the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter off the record during jury 
selection and later agreed that 
portions of that interview could 
be published. 

Lamiero was well aware from 
the start that he would be the tar¬ 
get of criticism by some in the 
community for his referral to 
Gwen as Eddie, a name he tended 
to use only when referring to the 
deceased; Gwen was known as a 
female named Lida to most of the 
witnesses when she was alive. 

Yet to base his case on trans¬ 
gender-101, he said, was a risky 
strategy, and would take just one 
potentially closed-minded juror 
to make that approach a failure. 

“My objective is a narrow one: 
to see that justice is done, which 
for me means a murder convic¬ 
tion as well as hate crime charges,” 
Lamiero told the B.A.R. in March. 
Gwen’s right to be Gwen, said 
Lamiero, was a separate issue, and 
not a factor when determining the 
legal applications of manslaughter 
versus murder. 

Although he called witnesses 
to speak to Araujo’s gender identi¬ 
ty, he did not dismiss the fact that 
a heterosexual male would be ex¬ 
pected to have a reaction upon 
discovering he had sex with a bio¬ 
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positiveforce 

by and for all HIV-F gay and bisexual men 


I Positive Force Focus Group Thursday July I, 
5:30 PM @ Stop AIDS Castro Office, 539 Castro St 
between 18th and 19th Join the guys of Positive 
Force on a monthly basis as we pick an important 
community issue and "brain storm" on it and we'll 
have a guest speaker from the community at each 
group. It's a fun and casual way to get new info 
and share you thought and feeling. Please call 
865-0790 X 305 to get up to date guest speaker 
info. 


¥ Positive Force Book Club Wednesday. July 7, 
6pm @ Stop AIDS Castro Office, 539 Castro Street 
Join the guys of Positive Force at their Book Club. 
Stay up on the latest reading while connecting 
with other HIV-f gay and bi men. For more info, 
please call 865-0790 ext.305. 


8 Cafe Poz Thursday, July 8, 1:00 PM @ Castro 
Country Club, 4058 18th Street Ready for a new 
afternoon routine? Make a date with other HIV-f 
men at Cafe Positive, the daytime social support 
event that's open to every one. Gab with the guys 
about the latest treatment news flash and what 
you think is around the corner. Beverages and 
light lumch are on us. 


21 H Cafe Wednesday, July 21, 6:30PM @ 

H Cafe 1701 17th St. We'll help you get over 
Hump Day. Come see for yourself how this San 
Francisco original event just keeps getting more 
fun, with more guys, month after month. Relax 
with other HIV-F guys in a comfortable 
atmosphere where support and community are 
on the menu. Food, coffee and iced tea. 


FEATURED EVENTf SI 


22 PLUS THRIVING Forum Thursday, July 22 
6:30pm The SF LGBT Center (50) 1800 Market 
Street Join us for an evening with a very special 
guest presenter, Lisa Valtierra (HIV4- for 17 
years) for a fun and informative talk on how we 
as HIV-f individuals not only are surviving, but 
thriving in our lives and relationships. Our 
speaker will bring her special wit and sense of 
humor to the topics of sex, dating, and self 
worth. As part of this evening we will also be 
doing a "Queer Eye for the Poz Guy" make over 
raffle - but you can't win if you aren't there! 


28 Positive Force Book Club Wednesday, July 
28, 6pm Location TBA Join the guys of Positive 
Force at their Book Club. Stay up on the latest 
reading while connecting with other HIV-F gay 
and bi men. For more info, please call 865-0790 
ext.305. 
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Gwen Araujo 

A page 54 

logical male. But he challenged ju¬ 
rors to evaluate what measure of a 
response society should be willing 
to accept, and emphasized that a 
premeditated and deliberated at¬ 
tack, regardless of the emotion in¬ 
volved, is still murder. 

Imelda Guerrero said the fam¬ 
ily had been prepared ahead of 
time for Lamiero’s approach. 

“He had warned us. We had a 
three-hour meeting with him and 
he explained his strategy because 
he knew we were going to be upset 
about it,” she said. 

Which is not to say that strate¬ 
gy sat well with Araujo’s support¬ 
ers. When gay men were called to 
testify on defendant Magidson’s 
behalf, many wondered why dis¬ 
tinctions weren’t made between 
gays and transgenders. Others, 
however, believed that gay people 
were not the best people to testify 
to those distinctions anyway. 

Imelda said that overall, she 
has been impressed with Lamiero, 
especially during his closing argu¬ 
ments, which were presented to 
the court on June 1. “There was a 
rhyme and reason to it all,” she 
said of his approach, although in 
the wake of the mistrial, most of 
the family agreed that the next 
jury should receive more trans¬ 
gender education. 

But Lamiero did do his part to 
point out gaps and absurdities in 



Imelda Guerrero, 
Gwen Araujo's aunt. 


the defense’s stories, like the un¬ 
usual fact that a group of grown 
men who pursued and had sex 
with a teenager were claiming to 
be victims of those affections. 

“Ever stop to think that every¬ 
thing isn’t quite what it seems?” 
Lamiero said to the jury. 

Lest we forget, Gwen Araujo 
was sexually assaulted by her 
killers. The adult men who had sex 
with the 17-year-old not only ad¬ 
mitted to this assault, they used it 
as justification for her killing, de¬ 
scribing the horror they felt upon 
forcing her down and groping her 
genitals, and how this distress 
caused them to humiliate her again 
and again in front of each other. 


Happy Pride Day from 
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Her family reminds the media 
often of this undisputed testimo¬ 
ny, although it rarely appears in 
print. 

Nor does the fact that this trial 
has revived some of the most hos¬ 
tile anti-woman rhetoric a crimi¬ 
nal case has ever seen. 

In fact for all the insistence that 
Araujo was “a man,” the defense 
has relied on just about every ar¬ 
chaic tactic historically used to 
make female victims appear like 
they asked for it. Even as the coro¬ 
ner’s office was testifying about 
the multiple causes of Araujo’s 
death, defense attorney Serra’s 
questions remained focused on 
the length of the skirt worn by the 
bruised and bloodied body. 

“It’s hard to hear. They’re try¬ 
ing to say she was this sexually flir¬ 
tatious person, you know, and we 
were a very loving family, always 
touching or leaning over each 
other’s shoulder. I could do that 
with someone I just met and not 
be flirting with someone,” said 
Serrano, who also takes issue with 
the fact that Araujo was indis¬ 
putably referred to as “a man” 
throughout the trial. 

“She was only 17 years old. She 
was just a teenager. The killers 
were men. She was not.” 

Looking forward 

In the months before the mur¬ 
der, said Imelda, Araujo had be¬ 
come withdrawn and depressed. 
She was fighting with her mother, 
as many teenagers do. And she was 
partying, usually coming home 
late, but always coming home. 

Imelda had just learned that a 
friend had come out as a lesbian, 
whose girlfriend had considered 
transitioning when she was 
younger. She wanted Araujo to 
talk to her, to have someone “who 
understood.” She said the family 
tried to talk to Araujo about the 
hours she kept as well as the need 
to be cautious as an attractive 
woman who got a lot of attention 
from males. 

In many ways the family feels 
like transgender education was 
just out of reach when it came to 
preventing the tragedy and loss of 
Araujo. To that end, they have ral¬ 
lied around the Horizons Founda¬ 
tion’s educational scholarship 
fund as a way to help prevent fu¬ 
ture hatred and violence. 



Sylvia Guerrero in court during 
closing arguments. 


Having collected about 
$20,000 so far, the fund will pro¬ 
vide small grants to school pro¬ 
grams that promote understand¬ 
ing of transgender people and is¬ 
sues among youth; visit 
www.horizonsfoundation.org for 
information. 

CUAV and TLC also plan to re¬ 
main active in issues around the 
case and as advocates for the 
Guerrero family. 

“We are assisting the family to 
make sure Gwen’s identity is hon¬ 
ored, and working to prevent 
other families from having to go 
through what they have gone 
through,” said TLC co-founder 
and attorney Chris Daley, who is 
representing Sylvia Guerrero in 
civil court in her petition to legal¬ 
ly change her daughter’s name 
posthumously. 

“No matter what the verdict, 
there is a need for further action,” 
said CUAV advocate Tina D’Elia, 
referring to the criminal trial. The 
organization is in discussions 
around its next steps with regard to 
education and violence prevention. 

Continued media interviews 
are also a necessity, said Araujo’s 
family, because they are the only 
way to keep the public informed 
and do justice to her story. 

Serrano said she and her rela¬ 
tives sometimes feel burned out 
by the amount of interviews and 
speaking required of them. 

“But if we’re not feeling up to 
it, we remind each other we have 
to do it. Gwen’s story needs to be 


told, and it’s better that it comes 
from us rather than someone else.” 

Despite being emotionally 
overwhelmed, the family consent¬ 
ed to interviews even while in the 
courthouse. David Guerrero, the 
brother of Imelda and Sylvia, and 
Gwen’s uncle, gave one such inter¬ 
view to a Spanish station just as 
the case was wrapping up, taking 
extra steps to ensure that some key 
translations around terminology 
were correct. 

Sylvia will continue to remain 
a presence, as a mother and out¬ 
spoken champion of equality, ed¬ 
ucation, and non-violence. She 
loves San Francisco, she said, and 
the community that has embraced 
her here. Like the rest of her rela¬ 
tives she found herself more than 
a year ago suddenly surrounded 
by LGBT activists and not know¬ 
ing how to respond. 

“When we first found out 
about Gwen’s death, a lot of orga¬ 
nizations tried to contact us. We 
were kind of rude to everybody. 
For us, it wasn’t a transgender 
issue or a gay issue, it was a hu¬ 
manity issue. This was our child, 
our baby. And honestly, we didn’t 
know which group to embrace, 
and we wanted to do it right,” said 
Imelda, who these days is in regu¬ 
lar contact with a variety of LGBT 
people and advocates around the 
country. 

Imelda’s own next steps in¬ 
clude speaking at public schools 
on behalf of Araujo and other 
transgender people. Her first gig 
was secured when her friend’s 
daughter mentioned that Gwen’s 
case had sparked heated discus¬ 
sion in her classroom. 

“She said, ‘I wish you could 
have been there,’ so I went and 
talked. And it’s a goal of mine to 
continue to do that,” said Imelda, 
who does not anticipate closure 
one way or another from a jury 
verdict, but does expect to be able 
to embark on more advocacy 
work. 

“Maybe her death was a tool 
that God gave us, to make other 
people open their eyes,” she said. 
“We’ve got a lot of work ahead of 
us and we just feel like, this is 
something we have to do. We have 
to do it in Gwen’s name but also 
for all the other Gwens that are 
out there. Because I know they are 
out there.” ▼ 
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First gay male couple to 
wed speaks with the B.A.R. 



by Matthew S. Bajko 


T he call came in the morning 
of February 12 as John 
Wang walked into his office 
at the California State Automobile 
Association on Van Ness Avenue. 
The caller informed him that it 
would be his wedding day. Again. 

Wang and his partner, Robert 
Zivnuska, had already wed in a 
private ceremony last fall. Having 
attended the couple’s wedding, a 
friend had invited them to now be 
one of the first couples to be mar¬ 
ried by San Francisco officials. 

“I got the call at 9 a.m. I got to 
my desk, put down my bag and 
the phone started ringing,” said 
Wang. “Previously, they had told 
us it would happen at noon. They 
said there was no press here and 
we are doing it behind closed 
doors. They told me to come to 
the Assessor’s office.” 

Reaching his partner, Zivnuska, 
a corporate finance lawyer, at his 
Embarcadero office, Wang excited¬ 
ly told him to rush back toward 
the Civic Center and meet him at 
City Hall. Their second marriage 
ceremony, he said, was on. 

Immediately after hanging up 
with Wang, Zivnuska rushed back 
on to Muni. Originally, the couple 
expected to be the second to wed, 
following after Del Martin and 
Phyllis Lyon, the first couple to be 
married inside the offices of As¬ 
sessor-Recorder Mabel Teng that 
morning. 

But, Zivnuska said, “I was run¬ 
ning late.” 


By the time he finally arrived at 
City Hall, another lesbian couple, 
Sarah Conner and Gillian Smith, 
had already exchanged vows. 
Away from the glare of the media, 
Zivnuska and Wang also wed. 

The two men made history as 
the first male couple to be married 
in San Francisco. Their names are 
listed as the third couple out of 
4,037 couples who got married at 
City Hall between February 12 
and March 11. 

Declining to give media inter¬ 
views that day, they have never 
shared their story until now. In an 
exclusive interview with the Bay 
Area Reporter, Zivnuska and Wang 
sat down in their Castro apart¬ 
ment to talk about that special day 
and how they became the first gay 
men to say “I do.” 

A friend, who was working with 
the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights and the mayor’s office on 
the gay weddings, contacted them 
earlier in the week to see if they 
would want to be married again. 

“We were open to it,” said 
Wang, though the couple did have 
some reservations. “We were con¬ 
cerned. We didn’t want people 
filming our wedding ceremony; 
that is a private thing. We didn’t 
want to be poster children.” 

The couple called several 
friends who work in print media 
at two large West Coast newspa¬ 
pers for advice and if they should 
take part in a press conference if 
one was held following the cere¬ 
monies. 

“Their suggestion was to work 
with just a few people and do an 


exclusive. They said don’t do a 
press conference,” Wang said. 

As gay rights leaders and New¬ 
som administration officials hud¬ 
dled inside City Hall to map out 
strategy and plan for the wed¬ 
dings, the couple said confusion 
over what would happen reigned 
as Thursday approached. 

“The timeline changed a lot,” 
said Wang. 

Nor was it clear if the four cou¬ 
ples asked to be the first to marry 
would end up being the only ones 
to exchange vows that day, re¬ 
called Wang. 

“We didn’t know if there 
would be an injunction and there 
would only be four couples. 


Frankly, we didn’t know what 
would happen at that point in 
time,” he said. 

While Wang did not tell his 
parents until after they wed at City 
Hall, Zivnuska said he spoke to his 
folks prior to that day. He said 
they expressed concerns, but more 
out of apprehension that the cou¬ 
ple was being used as a ploy in a 
legal maneuver than anything else. 

“They were concerned about 
us being part of a small group of 
couples being used by the mayor 
as-a tool and the repercussions for 
me at work,” said Zivnuska. “I 
said, ‘Yeah, I thought we might be 
getting used by the mayor, but I 
am using him.’” 


“I don’t think the mayor sat 
there and thought ‘Yeah, this 
would be my thing to get on the 
national news,”’ added Wang. 

After they exchanged vows, 
they were escorted upstairs to 
meet Mayor Newsom in his office. 
In the brief 15 minutes they spent 
with him, they said the three ex¬ 
changed many thank yous. 

“He was really excited for us 
and we were really excited for 
him,” said Zivnuska. 

First wedding 

It was almost five months from 
the day they held their first wed¬ 
ding on September 13. The private 
ceremony took place at the luxu¬ 
rious Ritz Carlton in Half Moon 
Bay, situated on a bluff overlook¬ 
ing the Pacific Ocean. 

They met while in college at 
the University of California at 
Davis nine years ago. Wang, 29, 
and Zivnuska, 28, became domes¬ 
tic partners in the fall of 2002 
upon returning to the city after 
living in the Washington D.C. 
area. One year later, they ex¬ 
changed marriage vows in Sep¬ 
tember at their own private wed¬ 
ding with family and friends. 

To them, the service, with 55 
invited guests and an Episcopalian 
priest from Zivnuska’s parish to 
preside over it, was more than a 
mere expression of commitment 
to each other. The hotel staff re¬ 
ferred to their union as “the gen¬ 
tlemen’s wedding.” 

“It was very important to me 
that it be considered a wedding. It 
page 74 ► 
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Wedding dress becomes gay cultural icon 



by Cynthia Laird 


W hen attorney Molly 
McKay rode a motorcycle 
with the Women’s Mo¬ 
torcycle Contingent in the 1998 
San Francisco LGBT Pride Parade, 
she inadvertently created one of 
the community’s unlikeliest cul¬ 
tural icons. It was a wedding dress. 

Since then, McKay, in one of 
five versions of the matrimonial 
attire, has been widely pho¬ 
tographed at various rallies and 
events - last summer she was fea¬ 
tured in Newsweek and the San 
Francisco Chronicle during a rally 
in the Castro following the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s Lawrence v. 
Texas decision that nullified 
sodomy laws across the country. 
She estimates she has worn a wed¬ 
ding dress to hundreds of events. 

This year, of course, she was 
wearing the dress when she and 
her longtime partner, psychologist 
Davina Kotulski, arrived at San 
Francisco City Hall for what they 
thought would be another “Free¬ 
dom to Marry” rally on Thursday, 
February 12. It turned put to be 
more than just a rally - McKay 
and Kotulski were among the ap¬ 
proximate 100 same-sex couples 
who received San Francisco mar¬ 
riage licenses that day. While 
McKay and Kotulski were aware 
that Mayor Gavin Newsom want¬ 
ed to find some way to allow 
same-sex couples to wed, McKay 
said they thought they would be 
turned down - as had happened 
in previous years - when they 
went to the clerk’s office and asked 


for a marriage license. 

Over the course of the next 
month, more than 4,000 same-sex 
couples took part in what fondly 
has become known as the “Winter 
of Love.” Newsom, after attending 
President Bush’s State of the 
Union address in January, had had 
enough with discrimination 
against gays and lesbians. The 
president had called for the need 
to “protect marriage” as a union 
between one man and one 
woman. Newsom - in office just 
over a month - began talking with 
his staff, city officials, and com¬ 
munity leaders about how to end 
marriage discrimination in the 
city. On February 12, he directed 
County Clerk Nancy Alfaro to 
being issuing same-sex marriage 
licenses. That unleashed a flood of 
overjoyed couples who lined up 
outside City Hall that long Presi¬ 
dent’s Day weekend, waiting 
hours in the rain at times, and led 
to City Hall becoming a giant 
wedding chapel for four weeks. 

On March 11, the California 
Supreme Court stepped in and or¬ 
dered a halt to the nuptials. The 
high court in late May heard ar¬ 
guments about whether Newsom 
had exceeded his authority and 
whether the licenses are valid. A 
ruling is expected this summer. At 
the lower court level, a judge ear¬ 
lier this month moved to consoli¬ 
date several same-sex marriage 
cases; they will be heard in the 
coming months. 

McKay, 33, quit her job as a lit¬ 
igator at Gordon & Rees LLP in 
the city in early May. Taking what 
she called a substantial pay cut, 


McKay is now the associate execu¬ 
tive director at Equality Califor¬ 
nia, a statewide LGBT lobbying 
group. She gets to work on gay 
marriage full time. 

Kotulski, 34, is also deeply in¬ 
volved in the same-sex marriage 
fight. In March her book, Why You 
Should Give a Damn About Gay 
Marriage , was released. And she 
has often been seen at McKay’s 
side, donning a tuxedo to accom¬ 
pany McKay in her wedding dress. 
The pair was on the cover of the 
San Francisco Bay Guardian earli¬ 
er this year in their wedding garb. 


Clearly, the battle for same-sex 
marriage is not over. The marriage 
licenses in San Francisco may not 
be valid, and while same-sex cou¬ 
ples in Massachusetts began get¬ 
ting legally married on May 17, 
several other state legislatures have 
passed constitutional amendments 
that will be on the ballot in No¬ 
vember. Massachusetts, in fact, is 
still embroiled in the issue. A pro¬ 
posed constitutional amendment 
was adopted by the Legislature 
that would prohibit gay marriage 
but allow civil unions. That 
amendment must again be passed 
by the Legislature next year, how¬ 
ever, and thett go before voters in 
2*b06. By then, thousands of same- 
sex couples in the Bay State will 
have tied the knot. 

An icon? 

In a recent interview, McKay 
and Kotulski talked about their 
activism and about the fight for 
equal marriage rights. They have 
been together for eight years, and 
met while two-stepping at the 
Rawhide in San Francisco. McKay 
is originally from Minnesota and 
grew up in Southern California. 
Kotulski is from Portland, Ore¬ 
gon, and moved to the Bay Area 
when she started graduate studies 
at the California School of Profes¬ 
sional Psychology. 

McKay laughed when asked 
about her wedding dress being 
some sort of cultural icon. 

“No, it’s not,” she said, adding 
that she is now on dress number 
five. She buys them at thrift stores 
or wedding shops, and has fond 
memories of the first one she wore 
in 1998. She had to “chop if off at 
the knees,” she explained, so that 
the long gown wouldn’t get 
caught in the motorcycle. Kotuls¬ 
ki wore a tuxedo. The response 
from the crowd lining Market 
Street was more than they ever 
imagined, she said. 

“People were screaming at us,” 
McKay recalled. 

“It was overwhelming. The 
next day we turned up in the 
paper,” added Kotulski. 

McKay’s decision to don a 
wedding dress has been her way of 
putting a personal touch on the 
issue of same-sex marriage and 
was initially rooted in a belief that 
is elegantly simplistic. 

“It’s really like a visual aid,” 
McKay said. “And it gives you a 
tactical advantage. People’s first 
thought when they see you in a 
wedding dress is always positive. 
Then they see Davina, in her tux, 
and they see it [marriage] in their 
minds. 


“It’s sort of our battle dress,” 
she said. 

The charm of that first dress, 
however, began to wane. The dress 
had 100 buttons, which Kotulski 
lovingly fastened as McKay began 
wearing the dress to various events. 

“It was romantic for the first 10 
times,” McKay laughed, “but it was 
very out of style.” 

Since then, McKay’s wedding 
gowns have been much more 
practical. Her current one is a clas¬ 
sic off-the-shoulder style. When 
McKay worked at the law firm, she 
had a wedding dress and a suit 
hanging on the back of her office 
door. And she got very good at 
making fast changes in all sorts of 
places, depending on the occasion. 

“I’ve got it down to a science,” 
she said. “I can get ready in that 
dress in the skuzziest bathrooms 
in 10 seconds. I pin the veil on, 
and throw the dress on.” 

She and Kotulski have partici¬ 
pated in the Pride Parade in wed¬ 
ding attire every year since, and 
they will do so again this Sunday, 
though Kotulski said, “Wearing a 
tux in the parade is not fun.” 

The two never considered both 
wearing wedding dresses. 

“Davina’s got a lot of cool suits 
and bow ties,” McKay said. 

Added Kotulski, “I don’t know 
what it would be like if we were 
both in dresses.” 

“People do a double-take when 
they see Davina to see if she’s a 
boy or a girl,” McKay added. 

Early on, the couple often got 
congratulated when seen in 
restaurants. Sometimes they got 
free food. 

Grassroots effort 

Marriage Equality California, 
which McKay became involved 
with several years ago, is a grass¬ 
roots organization that seeks to 
win over state residents to the idea 
of same-sex marriage. It is all-vol¬ 
unteer, and McKay, in her new po¬ 
sition with EQCA, also remains 
the Northern California director 
ofMECA. 

“It started post-No on Knight,” 
McKay said, referring to the cam¬ 
paign that worked - unsuccessful¬ 
ly - against the so-called Knight 
initiative (Proposition 22) that 
California voters approved by a 60 
percent to 40 percent margin in 
March 2000. Michael Thurber 
founded MECA in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia and McKay quickly became 
involved. Another group, Califor¬ 
nians for Civil Marriage, also start¬ 
ed after Proposition 22 passed, but 
went by the wayside as MECA 
gained volunteers and visibility. 

In 2000, McKay helped start the 
East Bay chapter (she and Kotuls¬ 
ki live in Oaldand). And as the gay 
marriage issue became more 
prominent in the U.S. - after last 
summer’s Supreme Court decision 
in Lawrence, and especially after 
last November, when the Massa¬ 
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
ruled in favor of same-sex mar¬ 
riage, saying separate but equal in¬ 
stitutions (such as marriage for 
heterosexuals and civil unions for 
same-sex couples) are inherently 
unequal - she realized she could 
no longer continue her day job. 

“After February 12, while my 
law firm was so supportive of my 
work, it just became impossible. I 
realized it was time to either step 
forward or step back. I couldn’t 
step back,” she said. 

Geoffrey Kors, EQCA’s execu¬ 
tive director, approached McKay 
and the two entered discussions 
about MECA and EQCA forming 
a partnership of sorts. 

“I talked it over with MECA,” 
page 60 ► 
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Wedding dress 

A page 58 

McKay said, adding that it was im¬ 
portant that the organization re¬ 
tain its grassroots foundation. “It 
really made sense to have a part¬ 
nership with EQCA and we need¬ 
ed some additional resources and 
stability that we didn’t have.” 

MECA retains its own Web site 
and logo, and continues to sponsor 
numerous events throughout the 
state. EQCA, for its part, has be¬ 
come more involved in the same- 
sex marriage issue at the political 
level, and continues its lobbying ef¬ 
forts on other LGBT-related legis¬ 
lation. Last year EQCA enjoyed 
one of its biggest successes when 
former Governor Gray Davis 
signed AB205, the law that expands 
rights and responsibilities to state- 
registered domestic partners. As¬ 
semblywoman Jackie Goldberg 
(D-Los Angeles) authored the bill, 
which takes effect January 1,2005. 

While supportive of domestic 
partner laws, McKay’s core mes¬ 
sage is that they are not enough. 
They are not marriage. 

McKay’s goal now is to get 
MECA chapters started in all of 
the state’s 58 counties - a daunt¬ 
ing task. There are 32 chapters 
now. 

“We want to build a solid net¬ 
work and do education so that we 
can pass the marriage bill and be 
ready for the inevitable ballot 
measure,” she said. 

McKay was referring to Assem¬ 
blyman Mark Leno’s (D-San 
Francisco) Marriage License Non- 
Discrimination Act that would 
amend the state’s family code to 
allow same-sex couples to obtain 
a marriage license. Leno had to 
drop the bill this year after it be¬ 
came clear he did not have the 41 


votes necessary to pass it out of 
the Assembly. He vows to bring 
the bill back on the first day of the 
next legislative session, which 
starts in early December, and has 
said that this time he will have the 
full backing of Assembly Speaker 
Fabian Nunez (D-Los Angeles). 
Nunez was supportive of the bill 
Leno had to drop, but told re¬ 
porters in May that he didn’t be¬ 
lieve this legislative session was the 
right time for it to be considered. 

Expanding support 

Something has shifted recently 
in the same-sex marriage debate. 
McKay said she thinks much of 
the shift has to do with non-gays 
coming on board in support. Gay 
marriage has also been embraced 
by more straights since last sum¬ 
mer’s Lawrence decision and other 
developments. 

“That Pride week in June last 
year we had Canada [allowing gay 
marriage], then Lawrence. And all 
of that was happening around 
Pride time. Then, in California we 
got the domestic partner bill 
signed and then we got the Mass¬ 
achusetts decision,” said McKay. 
“Lawrence was so vindicating be¬ 
cause it overruled Bowers [v. 
Hardwick] and was so expansive.” 

Kotulski and McKay both 
think the timing of the Massachu¬ 
setts decision was intentional. By 
giving the Legislature 180 days to 
develop a plan to implement the 
law, the first weddings took place 
on May 17, which was the 50™ 
anniversary of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s Brown v. Board of Educa¬ 
tion decision that outlawed segre¬ 
gation in public schools. 

“Wouldn’t it be amazing to be 
in that room when the decision 
was made?” Kotulski asked, refer¬ 
ring to the debate among justices 
on Massachusetts’ high court. 


McKay is careful, however, to 
point out that the “Freedom to 
Marry’ movement is not about 
dictating marriage to the LGBT 
community. 

“It’s freedom to marry, not 
duty to marry,” she said. “We don’t 
marry one and only one way. It’s a 
matter of choice and there is a 
range of choices. 

“We have to be careful - there 
are times I’ve been baited by the 
press,” McKay said. “I’m really 
careful to talk about freedom and 
marriage is one of the many 
choices gays should have.” 

“It’s awesome that Internation¬ 
al ANSWER and socialists are in¬ 
volved in the freedom to marry,” 
Kotulski added. “People are seeing 
it as a human rights issue.” 


ANSWER, of course, is well- 
known for its antiwar rallies and 
marches that have been organized 
in cities around the world and 
protesting the Bush administra¬ 
tion. But the same-sex marriage 
issue was one the group has added 
to its list of causes to support. Gay 
and lesbian married couples, for 
example, participated in a rally 
sponsored by ANSWER in early 
March when President Bush at¬ 
tended a luncheon fundraiser in 
Santa Clara. And ANSWER has 
come out against the Federal Mar¬ 
riage Amendment. 

Last month, McKay received 
an award from the progressive 
Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic 
Club for her work on marriage. 

“I’m a big Molly McKay fan,” 


club member Jerry Threet said in 
introducing her at the dinner. 
Threet married his partner, Seth 
Ubogy, on February 13 in City Hall. 

“I wondered, who is that les¬ 
bian who doesn’t take off that 
wedding dress and how can she 
afford all those dry cleaning bills?” 
Threet joked. 

In fact, the dry cleaning bills 
aren’t cheap. McKay said it costs 
between $30-$50 to have the dress 
cleaned. At first, her dry cleaning 
person did not know what to make 
of McKay regularly coming in with 
a wedding dress to be cleaned. 
McKay said she finally had to tell 
the woman she was an activist 
fighting for marriage rights. 

Future plans 

This fall, Kotulski will hop on 
board a bus and travel with other 
same-sex marriage proponents to 
Washington, D.C. She has orga¬ 
nized the 14-stop trip, dubbed 
“The National Marriage Equality 
Express - D.C. Here We Come” to 
coincide with National Coming 
Out Day on October 11, when the 
California activists will gather with 
leaders in the marriage equality 
movement to speak out against the 
proposed federal constitutional 
amendment that would ban gay 
marriage. Over the weeklong trip, 
the bus will stop in several cities, 
including Sacramento, Reno, Salt 
Lake City, Cheyenne, Denver, 
Kansas City, Indianapolis, and 
Cincinnati before converging with 
activists in the nation’s capital. 

“We want to put a face to the 
issue and explain how the Defense 
of Marriage Act and other state 
and federal discriminatory laws di¬ 
rectly affect our lives,” Kotulski 
said. 

The timing, shortly before the 
November 2 presidential election, 
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Couple exchanges vows for fourth time 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


or their March wedding, 
Reese Johnson and Tolver 
wore silver matching tuxe¬ 
does. The ceremony took place in 
the backyard of Tolver’s childhood 
home. 

The couple’s wedding, howev¬ 
er, didn’t take place during San 
Francisco’s “Winter of Love.” Long 
before marriage equality became 
the gay rights movement’s cause 
celebre, the two - teenagers at the 
time - took each other’s hand in 
matrimony in 1987 in Austin, 
Texas. 

“We were always a little ahead 
of the pack,” said lohnson. 

Johnson first met Tolver, who 
uses only one name, on Hal¬ 
loween night in 1985 when he and 
his mom attended a showing of 
the Rocky Horror Picture Show. 

“He was standing there smok¬ 
ing a cigarette in the hallway,” re¬ 
called Tolver, 35, an employee at 
Mack Folsom Prison. 

“We went home together that 
night and he never left,” said John¬ 
son, 37, a software developer. 

Over a year later on Christmas, 
Johnson hid an engagement ring 
in the Christmas tree. Getting 
down on his knee Christmas 
morning, he proposed to Tolver. It 
never occurred to them that gay 
men could not get married. 

“We had this idea for what ap¬ 
peared to be a mainstream rela¬ 
tionship. The whole two live as 
one scenario,” said Johnson. 

Their marriage has outlasted 
those of their siblings and their 



Tolver and Reese Johnson at their 1987 wedding in Austin, Texas. 


parents. It has changed them in 
ways*both small and profound, 
even reshaping their identities. 
Neither Reese nor Tolver are their 
names from birth. They decided 
to rename themselves after they 
met. 

“Both of us spent a lot of time 
being uncomfortable with our 
names. There came a point in our 
lives when we wanted to name 
ourselves,” said Johnson. 

When gay couples are finally 
given full marriage rights, they in¬ 
tend to rename themselves again, 
possibly Tolver Reese and Reese 
Tolver or Tolver may take John¬ 
son’s last name. 

“I am not sure what is going to 
happen with that. It is important 
to me that we share a name,” he 
said. “Before our relationship was 
only important to us. Now it’s of 


a greater significance. I want to be 
publicly identified as part of the 
few, the proud, the married.” 

‘Here we go again’ 

In 1994 the couple moved to 
San Francisco and became do¬ 
mestic partners in 1996 when 
then Mayor Willie Brown held his 
first mass commitment ceremony. 
The two would recommit them¬ 
selves to each other a third time 
the following year when the state 
enacted its own domestic partner 
registry. 

On Valentine’s Day this year 
they took part in their second 
marriage ceremony, renewing 
their vows to one another a fourth 
time. 

“Both of us were like, ‘Here we 
go again,”’joked Johnson. 

Initially, the couple had not 
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planned to go down to City Hall, 
“because we were broke,” said 
Johnson. A close friend called to 
say he was marrying his partner 
and wanted them to be witnesses. 
He also offered to cover the cost 
for them to be married. That Sat¬ 
urday, February 14 they joined the 
line at 8:30 a.m. and by 2:30 p.m. 
were wed. Having done the mar¬ 


riage ceremony four times now, 
neither expected to be over¬ 
whelmed emotionally that day. 

“Out of familiarity we had 
kind of tuned it out,” said John¬ 
son. 

But the realization that this 
time city officials were viewing 
their commitment seriously was 
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Lesbian newlyweds promote 
alternative approach to healing 
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by Matthew S. Bajko 


I pot of Ju Hua tea awaits vis¬ 
itors to the Castro Healing 
Center and Spa. The caf¬ 
feine-free drink, made with 
Chrysanthemum flowers and used 
in Chinese medicine to treat the 
nervous system, is the first sign 
this is no ordinary spa or massage 
business. 

Guests will not find facials or 
manicures listed on the spa’s ser¬ 
vice menu. Instead they will find 
such items as a European Oxygen 
Steam Spa treatment or the Ionic 
Lymph Detox Footbath. The 
holistic healing center provides 
hypnotherapy, Shamanic energy 
medicine, and dreamwork or past 
life healing. 

Located on Market Street next 
to Books Inc. and below Muscle 
Systems Gym, the center opened 
in February and is run by Bonnie 
Levine and Truthsayer, who uses 
only one name. 

Together for 20 years, the 
women moved back to the Bay 
Area last year in order to open the 
center, which has been their long¬ 
time dream. Just days before their 
grand opening on February 28, 
they celebrated another lifelong 
wish: they married one another 
on February 19. 

“We just thought it wasn’t any¬ 
thing that was ever going to hap¬ 
pen,” said Levine. “Many times we 
had talked about it but gave up on 


it. When all this happened, it ig¬ 
nited those feelings we had put 
aside.” 

The women, who would only 
say they are in their 50s, had tried 
to marry on Valentine’s Day but 
didn’t arrive in time. A week later 
they went back and were able to 
exchange vows and the rings 
Truthsayer had fashioned out of 
her grandmother’s diamond wed¬ 
ding band on the occasion of their 
10th anniversary. 

“We got there before 7 a.m. 
and again stood in line. There 
were all these flowers coming in 
from anonymous donors all over 
the country,” recalled Levine. “It 
was an incredible moment to ex¬ 
perience the part where they said 
‘by the power invested in me by 
the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco I now pronounce you spous¬ 
es for life.’ And to receive this doc¬ 
ument is so powerful.” 

Truthsayer said her feelings 
from that day were “so good it 
can’t even be described. After 25 
years together, and all kinds of ho¬ 
mophobia you live with, to finally 
feel we were legal, that we didn’t 
have to be second-class citizens, 
made me feel solid in a way I have 
never felt.” 

After they married around 
noon, the women stayed and vol¬ 
unteered to help other couples 
waiting to marry. Since marrying, 
Levine said her older sister now 
views Truthsayer as her sister-in- 
law. 
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Eventually they found the space 
on Market Street, a former record 
store that had been completely 
gutted. 

“It was horrible,” Levine said. 

Truthsayer said the space was 
not attractive at all and looked 
more like a hole in the wall. 

“It was filthy dirty. It was dis¬ 
gusting,” she said. 

But, said Levine, “the location 
was right. Because we are gay peo¬ 
ple, this is our extended family, the 
population we care about it. We 
feel there is a real need, with 
AIDS, chronic fatigue, and cancer 
in the gay community, there is a 
need for healing here.” 

The women performed a ritu¬ 
al together to ensure the space’s 
energy was suitable for a healing 
center. 

“We asked for guidance to help 
us ferret out what we want to do. 
This place felt right,” said Levine. 
“We have been very welcomed 
here, there is a lot of good energy.” 

Walking into the space for the 
first time, Truthsayer intuitively 
knew they had found the spot 
they were looking for to open the 
spa. It wasn’t just the energy she 
felt from the location, she said. 

“I knew it on a feeling level. I 
knew it just connecting spiritually. 
It was like the universe gave its ap¬ 
proval,” she said. “I was feeling 
very positive energy, very hot en¬ 
ergy, not so much from the whole 
block or the whole area, but just 
our space specifically.” 

New business 

The spa space is rather small, 
with just two rooms set aside for 
massage tables. One is watched 
over by Quan Yin, a healing god¬ 
dess in Chinese medicine. The 
second room is adorned with a 
Buddha: Buddhism is credited 
with spreading the art of massage 
across Southeast Asia. 

A smaller room is set aside for 
administering the footbaths, which 
pull toxins out of a person’s body 
through the bottom of their feet. 
The feet sit in a tub of warm water 
with an ionic current that enters 
the body, neutralizing acidity and 
balancing the body’s pH level. 

For the steam spa treatment, 
clients are placed inside a private 
steam cabinet so that their entire 
bodies are covered except for the 
head. The cabinet is then injected 
with activated oxygen, which en¬ 
ters the body’s steam-relaxed pores 
during the half-hour treatment. 
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Bonnie Levine and Truthsayer at the Castro Healing Center and Spa. 


“She has gone from being very 
uncomfortable about it to talking 
about it to being congratulatory,” 
she said. “I think it has made a lot 
of families around the U.S. come 
to terms with it in a different way 
than they did before.” 

Being treated with all the rights 
that come with marriage is one of 
the reasons Truthsayer said she 
never wanted to become a domes¬ 
tic partner or enter into a civil 
union. 

“I always said that the day they 
allow me to get married I will get 
married and we did. But I didn’t 
want to be a second-class citizen 


with a civil union,” she said. “It 
was a huge deal. It still is a big 
deal, but you know, we are a little 
bit wondering what the state is 
going to do.” 

Eventually, there is no question 
gays and lesbians will have the 
right to marry, said Truthsayer. 
For that reason, she is not too ner¬ 
vous about the state Supreme 
Court’s ruling in the matter. 
Though she is bracing for a nega¬ 
tive decision. 

“If they invalidate our mar¬ 
riage, first of all we are going to 
have to fight. Secondly, it will be 
very enraging because once you 
have felt what it feels like there is 
no way to go back to second-class 
citizenship,” she said. “We as a 
community have been fighting for 
a long time, and we need to con¬ 
tinue to fight regardless of what 
marriage means to you individu¬ 
ally. What the right to marry 
means to us, as a community, is 
incredibly important. If we can’t 
marry we are not legal citizens. We 
have a ‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell’ poli¬ 
cy on who we are.” 

Returning home 

The women first met at the 
Russian River Women’s Weekend 
events over Cinco de Mayo in 
1984. Since 1994, the couple had 
been living in Boulder, Colorado. 
But they always planned to return 
some day to San Francisco in 
order to open a spa in the Castro. 

Finally in April 2003, they 
made the move back. After finding 
a house in San Rafael in Marin, 
the women started searching for a 
location to open the business. 
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Going hi tech to the altar 

SF couple has love on their minds 


Newlyweds Nikkole Gadsden and Paula Williamson at home. 


by Cynthia Laird 


t hen Nikkole Gadsden 
^ and Paula Williamson 
met four and a half years 
ago, they hooked up via a Yahoo! 
personal ad that Gadsden had 
placed. 

When San Francisco Mayor 
Gavin Newsom directed County 
Clerk Nancy Alfaro to issue mar¬ 
riage licenses to same-sex couples 
on February 12, Williamson 
found out about it online. 

And when the two women de¬ 
cided to get married on Friday, 
February 13, it was Gadsden, 28, 
who text messaged Williamson, 
23, asking if she wanted to wed at 
City Hall. 

Such is life in the Internet age. 

“I had heard earlier in the week 
that Mayor Newsom wanted to find 
some way to marry gay couples,” 
Gadsden recounted during a recent 
interview at the couple’s home in 
the Inner Sunset. But she didn’t 
imagine it would happen so soon. 

Once gay marriage became a 
reality on Thursday, .February 12, 
the couple discussed it that night 
at home. 

“We thought the courts would 
issue an injunction,” Gadsden 
said. 

But Friday morning came and 
couples were lined up outside City 
Hall. The marriages were continu¬ 
ing. Gadsden, who was on Muni 
en route to getting to her job in 
Berkeley, quickly text messaged 
Williamson. 

“I never said no,” Williamson 
said of Gadsden’s proposal. 

Gadsden returned home and 
the couple started to get ready. 

“We had a fashion crisis, decid¬ 
ing what to wear,” she laughed. 
“Then we got on a [Muni] train 
and went down there.” 

The women waited about three 
hours in line, and received their 
marriage license just after noon. 

City Hall was chaotic that day. 
It was the second day of gay wed¬ 
dings, and in a courtroom across 
the street from City Hall, a judge 
was hearing arguments in a bid by 
the religious right to halt the nup¬ 
tials. [The injunction was denied 
and the weddings continued.] 
Throughout City Hall, there were 
clusters of couples getting married, 
and a huge line of couples making 
their way to the clerk’s office for the 
paperwork that would make them 
“spouses for life.” More couples 
were in line outside City Hall. 

Despite the frenzied environ¬ 


ment, there was a sense of calm¬ 
ness, and time stopped for Gads¬ 
den and Williamson once they 
were on the Rotunda steps, facing 
each other with hands joined, as 
Assessor-Recorder Mabel Teng 
performed their ceremony. 

“It happened in such a sudden 
way that it was a bit shocking to 
find myself standing on the steps 
of City Hall getting married,” 
Gadsden said. “It wasn’t anything 
I ever expected to have happen 
and with all the people coming 
over to watch and camera flashes 
going off it was just like ‘whoa,’ 
this is very serious. 

“This made the ceremony differ¬ 
ent than when you spend months 
planning a wedding and have 
friends and family crowd around 
you and there’s a lot of leading up 
to the event versus this, which was 
just like bam! here we are.” 

Teng was “intense and serious” 
in performing the nuptials, Gads- * 
den added. 

Friends and family 

Gadsden and Williamson met 
in New York City. Two years ago, 
the women quit their jobs and 
headed west to San Francisco. 
Today, Gadsden works as an ad¬ 
ministrative assistant in the hous¬ 
ing offices at the University of Cal¬ 
ifornia, Berkeley. Williamson is a 
psychology student at California 
State University, Hayward and 
works part time for a company that 
conducts public opinion polls, 
mostly in health-related areas. 

Williamson has seen the mar¬ 
riage issue crop up in her job. In 
particular, it was noticeable when 
she was calling people for a survey 
on smoking in the LGBT commu¬ 
nity as the same-sex marriages 
were under way. 

“One of the questions asked on 
the survey was ‘Are you married?’ 
and some people would say, ‘Oh, I 
just got married yesterday,”’ 
Williamson recalled. 

“Our friends are thrilled and 
they took us out that night,” Gads¬ 
den said. 

Later at the Metro bar, it was 
announced on the public address 
system that the women had gotten 
married. The crowd went crazy. 

“Most people we tell are very 
happy,” Gadsden added. One of 
her bosses is gay, and she had to 
call in to work, saying she was get¬ 
ting married. 

Telling their families was an¬ 
other matter. While Gadsden’s 
family in New York is more accept¬ 
ing of her, Williamson’s family in 


years,” Williamson said of New¬ 
som’s actions. It’s nice for a change 
to be pleasantly surprised.” 

The women went to City Hall 
the night they got married, as 
Newsom was hosting a party for 
the gay community that turned 
into a giant wedding reception. 

“They were still marrying peo¬ 
ple,” Williamson said. 

She never expected the wed¬ 
ding march to continue as long as 
it did, and now sees the impor¬ 
tance of civil marriage rights. 

“Why shouldn’t I be able to do 
it?” Williamson said. “Civil unions 
are not equal. I don’t almost pay 
my taxes -1 pay my taxes.” 

Married life has been good for 
the couple, and for how they feel 
about their new home. 

“I think getting married made 
me like San Francisco more,” 
Williamson said, adding she’s had a 
hard time adjusting because the city 
is “so small” compared to New York. 

There was a poll Williamson 




Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is not. 

Once the ceremony was over, 
Gadsden called one brother, who 
was surprised at the news. She 
then called her father. 

“He had a premonition and 
said, ‘I saw it on TV. I thought you 
might go down there,”’ Gadsden 
said. 

Her other brother “was in a 
state of shock,” and Gadsden also 
called her sister. 

Williamson said she has not 
told her family. 

“They’re not very accepting. 
I’ve been gone since I was 17,” she 
said. “My mom knows I’m gay. My 
father and grandfather do not.” 

Though Williamson said her 
grandfather was up on the news of 
San Francisco’s same-sex weddings. 

“I called home and my grand¬ 
father said, ‘They’re marrying 
people there,’ so I wonder if he 
knows,” said Williamson. “I think 
everyone in Pittsburgh except my 
family knows we got married.” 

“My family is more accepting. 
They’ve met Paula,” Gadsden 
added, though she said she has 
met Williamson’s family in 2000 
and said “it was a pleasant visit 
overall.” 

Equal rights 

Neither Williamson nor Gads¬ 
den supported Newsom in last 
year’s mayoral race, voting instead 
for Matt Gonzalez. They didn’t 
think much when Newsom took 
office in January. That changed, 
however, in February. 

“I didn’t expect it in a million 


saw showing that 80 percent of 
city residents agree with the gay 
marriages. 

“So I thought, it’s not so bad 
living here.” T 
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In good times and bad, Calvin 
Gipson’s smile never diminishes 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


1 n the middle of lunch at Sul- 

tan, an Indian restaurant in the 
1 Tenderloin, Master Pimp 
Daddy Calvi G’s cell phone rings. 
Replacing the usual bell tone is a 
snippet of rapper 50 Cent’s “In Da 
Club.” 

“Go, go, go shawty /It’s your 
birthday /We gon party like it’s yo 
birthday” 

Asked if it is indeed his birth¬ 
day, the hip-hop loving Calvi G 
replied, “Everyday is my birth¬ 
day!” 

These days life has become one 
big party for Calvi G, i.e. Calvin 
Gipson, the community grand 
marshal at Sunday’s Pride Parade. 
Tonight Gipson will be feted along 
with the other community and 
celebrity grand marshals at a party 
in a downtown hotel and on Sun¬ 
day, seated in a convertible and 
decked out in a gold lame suit that 
shimmers pink, he will lead a 75- 
person contingent from the black 
gay community in the parade. 
Then it is off to the Soul of Pride 
African American stage and vil¬ 
lage for seven hours of black en¬ 
tertainment. 

“My goal is to put a black face 
on gay America and a gay face on 
black America. Black people are 
invisible in the gay community,” 
said Gipson, who founded and or¬ 
ganizes the black Pride stage and 
this year instituted San Francisco 


Black Pride, a week’s worth of 
events for the black gay commu¬ 
nity. 

Breaking down barriers 

For years this former minister 
who led a secret life as a gay man 
has been breaking down barriers 
for gay people of color. In doing 
so he has faced down, at times, ve¬ 
hement attacks on his character 
and integrity. It is nothing new for 
Gipson, 43, who as a teenager 
helped to integrate Denver’s pub¬ 
lic schools. 

Both his parents grew up in 
Oak Grove, Louisiana where 
blacks were relegated to one side 
of the street and the back door en¬ 
trances to white-owned business¬ 
es and houses. 

Gipson’s father joined the 
Army as a way to escape from the 
Deep South. He was stationed in 
Colorado and raised his family 
there. 

“In the fifth grade I was bused 
to school. I was part of the school 
integration generation,” said Gip¬ 
son. “I went to Hamilton Junior 
High School and the white kids 
threw eggs at the bus.” 

In high school Gipson began to 
act on his being gay, sneaking off 
to meet men in a local park. He 
joined a choir and in his senior 
year attended his first concert: 
Gloria Gaynor and the Village 
People. 

“It was my first exposure to the 
San Francisco-style of a gay com¬ 


munity. There were all these gay 
men there dressed in Levi’s and T- 
shirts, leather and chaps, harness¬ 
es and all that. I was just 18 years 
old,” said Gipson. 

But unlike other young gay 
men who burst out of the closet in 
college, Gipson would take a dif¬ 
ferent path. He converted to 
Christianity and became a minis¬ 
ter of the Church of Christ, a con¬ 
servative fundamentalist church. 

He reckons his low self-esteem 
and discrimination he faced as a 
black man made him susceptible 
to entreaties by church members. 

“I denounced being gay,” said 
Gipson. “I was at a vulnerable 
state. I was a loner and the people 
from the church reached out to 
me. I thought I could either have 
them as my friends or be alone.” 

His reputation as a talented 
choir director would lead him 
west, when in 1985 he became a 
minister at Cal State Hayward. 
Throughout the 1980s Gipson 
dated women, while at night, he 
would scour parks and alleys to 
have sex with men on the “down 
low.” 

Prior to accepting the Hayward 
post, Gipson revealed to church 
leaders he was gay and asked if 
that would be a problem. He said 
he was told it would not be. How¬ 
ever, that would not be the case. 

He had to publicly confess his 
homosexuality and gross sexual 
sins first before 300 people and 
then before the 2,000-member 
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congregation in San Francisco. 
Twelve men then held an inter¬ 
vention, isolating Gipson in a dark 
room in a house in the Oakland 
hills. For two hours the men be¬ 
rated him, telling him he would 
catch AIDS and die if he didn’t go 
straight. 

“After two hours they said 
‘Okay. Where do you stand?’ I said 
T am still gay.’ I was put under 
house arrest in Oakland for one 
month,” said Gipson. 

Church officials feared Oak¬ 
land’s close proximity to San 
Francisco provided too much of a 
temptation for Gipson, so they 
moved him to Sunnyvale near San 
Jose. He soon found the Water 
Gardens, a local bathhouse, and at 
a local gay bar met an airline pilot. 
Their friendship empowered Gip¬ 
son to have the courage to leave 
the church for good. In 1991 he 
broke free to live life as an out gay 
man. 

Becoming active in SF 

Landing a job as a computer 
salesman, Gipson also volunteered 
his time with the South Bay chap¬ 
ter of Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation. He sang with 
the San Francisco Gay Men’s Cho¬ 
rus, becoming leader of the bass 
section, and in 1994 served on the 
chorus’ board. It would be his first 
taste of the animosity one often 
faces when being a leader who 
pushes for change. 

Several board members moved 
to institute performance reviews 
of the chorus’ then-executive di¬ 
rector and artistic director. No 
such assessments had ever been 
done before and some of the cho¬ 
rus members saw it as a way to fire 
the two. Gipson said nothing 
could have been further from the 
truth. 

The men’s jobs were never 
threatened, Gipson said. The ex¬ 
perience taught him a valuable 
lesson for when he would become 
president of the Pride Commit¬ 
tee’s board of directors in 1998. 

“Dealing with 200 queens and 
divas prepared me for San Fran¬ 
cisco Pride,” joked Gipson. 

At the time, as an event plan¬ 
ner whose clients included tech¬ 
nology giants Oracle and Sun Mi¬ 
crosystems, Gipson felt he had the 
experience needed to oversee one 
of the world’s largest Pride events. 
Approached by several members 
of the board, he was asked to not 
only become a director but im¬ 
mediately take on the president’s 
post. He would be only the sec¬ 
ond black man known to fill the 
role. Ken Jones served as presi¬ 
dent in the late 1980s and is 
thought to be the first black pres¬ 
ident of Pride. 



Pride Parade grand marshal 
Calvin Gipson speaks at a San 
Francisco rally held May 17 to 
celebrate same-sex marriages in 
Massachusetts. 

Gipson’s tenure at the helm of 
Pride was like being the captain of 
a ship roiled by a rough sea. He 
faced a series of accusations and 
recriminations. Questions arose 
over whether he was suitable to 
serve as president. Members of the 
board who wanted the job viewed 
Gipson, who lived in Berkeley at 
the time, as a carpetbagger who 
hadn’t put in the time to be presi¬ 
dent. 

“I believe what they meant was 
a black person is not supposed to 
have the power associated with 
being president of the Pride Com¬ 
mittee. It was not my place,” said 
Gipson, who moved to San Fran¬ 
cisco once he joined the board. “As 
president I had horrible things 
happen to me.” 

In 2000 Gipson faced accusa¬ 
tions he rigged the voting for the 
parade grand marshals so his boss, 
Glide Memorial Methodist 
Church Reverend Cecil Williams, 
would win. 

Gipson, who has worked as 
Glide’s managing director of 
human services since 1996, denied 
the charges, saying publicist Allen 
White made the allegation after 
his public relations contracts with 
both Pride and Glide were not re¬ 
newed. Williams and his wife, Jan¬ 
ice Mirikitani, nonetheless 
stepped down as grand marshals 
that year. 

White declined to comment on 
the allegations, and said he did 
not want the controversy to cloud 
Gipson’s day. 

Last year the Pride Committee 
selected Williams as the first re¬ 
cipient of its lifetime achievement 
grand marshal honor. Gipson had 
the honor of introducing 
Williams to the crowd later that 
Sunday. The ordeal taught him a 
valuable lesson, he said. 

“When Cecil and Janice with¬ 
drew from being grand marshals 
they choose humility. The lesson I 
learned is sometimes you have to 
be humble,” he said. 

Through it all Gipson perse¬ 
vered, helping to diversify not 
only the Pride board but also the 
event itself. He said not once did 
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Kate Raphael’s 
coming home 
for Pride 


by Cynthia Laird 


H M ate Raphael is one of those 
activists who can’t remem¬ 
ber a time when she wasn’t 
fighting for justice. Whether it was 
delaying the opening act of the 
San Francisco Opera’s Falstaff in 
1989 to raise AIDS awareness or 
participating in actions in the city 
last year after the start of the war 
in Iraq, Raphael is committed to 
social change. On Sunday, June 27, 
Raphael will march proudly as 
one of the community grand mar¬ 
shals in the LGBT Pride Parade. 

Raphael, 44, has spent much of 
the last couple of years in the Mid¬ 
dle East. In January, she was ar¬ 
rested by Israeli authorities and 
spent nine days in jail before leav¬ 
ing the country. But she soon re¬ 
turned. Currently, she is in the oc¬ 
cupied Palestinian territories, 
working part-time with Interna¬ 
tional Women’s Peace Service. 

“Right now, our work is main¬ 
ly opposing the Apartheid Wall, 
because the army has just begun 
destroying trees and crop land in 
several villages in our area,” 
Raphael said in an e-mail to the 
Bay Area Reporter last week. “I am 
also studying Arabic and volun¬ 
teering for Addameer, a Palestin¬ 
ian organization which works on 
behalf of political prisoners.” 

At first glance, Raphael’s ac¬ 
tions might seem unusual. She’s a 
lesbian Jewish activist deeply in¬ 
volved in helping Palestinians se¬ 
cure an independent state. It was 
when she was a young adult that 
she began “questioning Israel’s le¬ 
gitimacy,” she said. 

“I grew up in a very Zionist 
family,” Raphael said, adding she 
was raised in Richmond, Virginia. 
But in college she became involved 
in the movement for divestment 
from South Africa. “I took a semi¬ 
nar on South Africa and I learned 
that Israel was the major supplier 
of arms and other goods to the 
apartheid regime, basically acting 
as a surrogate for the U.S., which 
officially did not do business with 
the South African government. 
That caused me to look closely at 
Israeli society, and I learned a lot 
of things that upset me.” 

In the mid-1990s, Raphael read 
the English-language Palestinian 
press, and became aware that 
things were not moving toward 
peace. 

' Raphael helped restart San 
Francisco Women in Black, which 
still has vigils the first Friday of 
each month to protest war and oc¬ 
cupation in Palestine, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and elsewhere. 

“In early November [2000], 
after experiencing homophobia at 
some demonstrations led by the 
straight left and some conserva¬ 
tive Muslim groups, we formed 
QUIT! [Queers Undermining Is¬ 
raeli Terrorism], which aims to in¬ 
crease queer visibility in the 
broader Palestinian movement, 
and to raise awareness of this par¬ 
ticular national liberation struggle 
in the queer communities,” she 
said. 

Answering her critics 

But Raphael has her critics. 
There are some in the LGBT com¬ 
munity who question her commit- 



Longtime activist Kate Raphael 


ment to LGBT-specific causes. Oth¬ 
ers question why she’s involving 
herself in Middle East actions when 
so many Muslims are antigay. 

“This is an issue I talk about a 
lot, because I do get that comment 
a lot,” she said, referring to homo¬ 
phobia within the Muslim com¬ 
munity. “Yes, official Islam is anti¬ 
gay and so are most of official 
Christianity and official Judaism. I 
often say that after we win a de¬ 
mocratic secular state in Palestine, 
we can start working on getting 
one in the U.S. Palestinian society 
is antigay and there have been 
some recent documented human 
rights abuses against queer peo¬ 
ple, which is unacceptable. 

“But Palestine is not at all 
unique in this respect, and ulti¬ 
mately, the occupation only makes 
the situation of Palestinian queers 
more dire,” she added. 

She does not, however, tolerate 
putting discussion of LGBT issues 
off until “after the revolution,” she 
said. 

“I even brought up the issue 
with some straight feminist 
friends in Tulkarem, a small 
northern Palestinian city. They ar¬ 
gued that there are no lesbians in 
Palestine (they didn’t even know 
what the word meant). I insisted 
that there are. In the end, they 
said, ‘Well, it must be very hard for 
them.’” 

Regarding LGBT-specific 
work, Raphael said she has done a 
lot over the years. 

“The group that I have been 
part of for the longest time is 
LAGAI Queer Insurrection (for¬ 
merly Lesbian and Gay Insurrec¬ 
tion), which is one of the oldest 
radical queer liberation groups in 
the country, maybe the oldest at 
this point. Our politics are anti- 
assimilationist, so we do not work 
on gay marriage except to make 
fun of it sometimes (we did the 
first ever mass LGBT divorce back 
in 1998). Our position is that we 
don’t want the state in our bed¬ 
rooms, or in our relationships or 
our lives, in any way.” 

Proud moment 

Raphael said that one of her 
proudest moments as an activist 
occurred on September 8, 1989, 
when Stop AIDS Now or Else dis¬ 
rupted opening night at the San 
Francisco Opera. Members of 
SANE purchased cheap tickets 
and about 50-100 protesters 
rushed into the audience, blowing 
whistles and scattering leaflets 
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MCC’s Troy Perry advocates for all 


by Cynthia Laird 


f J he Reverend Troy D. Perry 
founded the Metropolitan 
Community Churches in 
October 1968, in Los Angeles, and 
today, the fellowship boasts near¬ 
ly 300 churches in 22 countries. 
MCC has been at the vanguard of 
the civil and human rights move¬ 
ments, and has long been a 
staunch proponent of same-sex 
marriage. On Sunday, June 27, 
Perry will ride in San Francisco’s 
LGBT Pride Parade as a grand 
marshal and be recognized for his 
lifetime of service. 

Perry, 63, married his longtime 
partner, Phillip Ray De Blieck in a 
private ceremony in Toronto last 
July. He is now one of those lead¬ 
ing the fight for marriage rights in 
California in particular and in the 
United States as a whole. 

Perry began his vocation in 
Florida when he was 13 and was 
licensed as a Baptist minister two 
years later. During that period, ac¬ 
cording to MCC’s Web site, he be¬ 
came aware of his sexual orienta¬ 
tion and felt - as many gays did in 
rural America - that he must cer¬ 
tainly be the only one in the world 
who felt that way. 

In 1959 Perry married his pas¬ 
tor’s daughter and a year later, the 
couple, along with their newborn 
son, moved to Illinois where Perry 
planned to attend Midwest Bible 
College. Perry, who worked for a 
plastics company, moved to 
Southern California with his wife 
and family (by this time another 
son was born) in 1962. 

Once in California, Perry was 



MCC founder the Rev. Troy Perry 


assigned to pastor the Church of 
God of Prophecy in Santa Ana. It 
was there that he experienced an 
“uneasy” coming out and came to 
terms with his sexuality. He and 
his wife separated after five years 
of marriage and later divorced. 

When Perry returned to Los 
Angeles after a two-year stint in 
the Army, he had set his course. 

“The Lord was dealing with 
me. My previous church taught 
that you couldn’t be a Christian 
and a gay person, too,” he said in a 
statement. “I kept this up until 
one day God got a word in edge¬ 
wise and said, ‘Don’t tell me what 
I can do. I love you, Troy. ... 
reread my word.’” 

Perry founded MCC shortly 
after that. 

Perry has served on a number 
of boards of LGBT organizations 
over the years. He held a seat on 
the Los Angeles County Commis¬ 


sion on Human Relations. In 1978 
he was honored by the American 
Civil Liberties Union’s Lesbian 
and Gay Rights chapter with its 
Humanitarian Award. He holds 
honorary doctorates from several 
colleges, including the Episcopal 
Divinity School in Boston and 
Samaritan College in Los Angeles. 

In 1977 Perry attended the first- 
ever White House meeting of gay 
and lesbian leaders during the 
Carter presidency, and was ap¬ 
pointed, as a delegate to the White 
House Conference on Hate Crimes 
by former President Clinton. 

The current Bush administra¬ 
tion has also honored MCC, 
though most likely not intention¬ 
ally. Last October, during the same 
week that President Bush endorsed 
the antigay “Marriage Protection 
Week,” he sent an enthusiastic let¬ 
ter to MCC, congratulating the fel¬ 
lowship on its 35th anniversary. 

As reported in the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter, the move left Perry and 
others scratching their heads over 
the apparent mixed messages con¬ 
veyed by the president. 

Bush’s letter to MCC stated in 
part, “By encouraging the celebra¬ 
tion of faith and sharing of God’s 
love and boundless mercy, 
churches like yours put hope in 
people’s hearts and a sense of pur¬ 
pose in their lives. This milestone 
provides an opportunity to reflect 
on your years of service and to re¬ 
joice in God’s faithfulness to your 
congregation.” 

The White House last November 
did not return a call from the BA.R. 
seeking comment on the letter. 

MCC churches perform about 
6,000 holy union commitment 
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ceremonies annually. They are not 
recognized as legal marriages in 
other U.S. churches - except 
Massachusetts - or in most coun¬ 
tries. 

But Perry continues to fight for 


marriage equality, and against 
other forms of discrimination 
against LGBT people. And MCC 
churches continue to be a source 
of inspiration and faith for many 
in the community. ▼ 


Happy Pride 


by Zak Szymanski 


A s someone whose activism 
has focused on personal 
creativity and public access 
to the arts, Happy Hyder, 57, said 
having that work recognized is 
meaningful, and it feels “especially 
good to be honored by the queer 
community” as a grand marshal in 
this year’s LGBT Pride Parade. 

A photographer and visual artist 
for 35 years, Hyder founded the 
nonprofit organization Lesbians in 
the Visual Arts in 1990. The organi¬ 
zation has been described as “an in¬ 
ternational network where we can 
dialogue about issues in contempo¬ 
rary art as well as issues specific to 
being a lesbian in the visual arts,” 
and her work there focuses on or¬ 
ganizing exhibits and support for 
women artists, as well as convinc¬ 
ing community at large to purchase 
living, local work. 

Hyder is also Arab American, a 
loaded identity in these political 
times, and she has always been 
aware of her duty as a minority 
artist to be political about her 
artistic creations. One of her 
major installations was called “Ac¬ 
cepting Their Fears as Valid” - a 
publicly displayed double-glass 
joined closet door through which 
people could walk - which was 
meant to represent what happens 
when families remain in the clos¬ 
et about their queer loved ones. 

When she’s not creating or en¬ 
couraging others to do so, she uses 
her own experiences to bring at¬ 
tention to the intersections of race 
and sexual orientation, speaking 
on various panels and at confer¬ 
ences, and participating in a grow¬ 
ing network of LGBT Arab people. 

Hyder has been the recipient of 
awards for providing opportuni¬ 
ties to others, like the Bay Area Ca¬ 
reer Women’s Lesbians of 
Achievement, Vision 8c Action 
award in 1996. Her organization 
LVA was also honored by Equal 
Rights Advocates in 2000. 

Recently, Hyder has been 
preparing for her first exhibit in 
New York City, which takes place 
at the end of the month. 



LVA's Happy Hyder 


She has also launched a re¬ 
design of LVA’s Web site, to im¬ 
prove its function as a communi¬ 
ty bulletin board and virtual 
gallery space for artists. After years 
of exhibiting “over 100 visual 
artists at various galleries in cul¬ 
tural centers throughout San 
Francisco,” according to the LVA 
site, “we can now make this work 
and even more lesbian artists’ 
work available internationally 
with our online presence.” 

Two exhibitions - Active Edge 
(1999, Mission Cultural Center) 
and Depth & Distance: Work by 
lesbian artists 55 and older (2003, 
The Center, April 1-May 17,2003) 
- are now available online. More 
exhibits will be posted soon. 

This Pride season, Hyder will 
speak at the Dyke March, and also 
on the Pride main stage on Satur¬ 
day afternoon. 

“The excitement is building. 
I’m looking forward to the adven¬ 
ture of being grand marshal,” said 
Hyder, who added that anyone 
who would like to march with her 
is welcome to join her contingent, 
which will be participating with a 
“progressive lefty bent.” 

On the “Out 4 Justice” theme, 
Hyder said, she is happy that Pride 
is embracing a meaningful mes¬ 
sage once again. 

“I was very glad to see that the 
parade is blatantly political again 
this year. It’s been a long time.” ▼ 
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One Hek of a Pride marshal 


by Zak Szymanski 


, ou can’t get much more 
popular than Heklina, the 
hostess, producer, and cre¬ 
ator of Trannyshack, San Francis¬ 
co’s longest running drag perfor¬ 
mance night club. 

The all-offensive weekly party, 
held each Tuesday night at the 
SOMA nightclub the Stud, fea¬ 
tures both “low-brow trash” and 
“high performance art,” depend¬ 
ing on the crowd. And it has put 
San Francisco nightlife on the 
map; Out magazine named it one 
of the top 10 reasons to move to 
San Francisco, and both VHl and 
an independent filmmaker are in 
the process of making documen¬ 
taries about the experience. 

Now eight years old, Tran¬ 
nyshack was started “as a lark,” 
said Heklina, who was simply 
looking for an alternative to club¬ 
bing. 

“I had fallen into an under¬ 
ground performance scene. Every¬ 
one I knew were performers or 
artists, although many of them 
have since passed away. I don’t like 
going out to dance; there has to be 
some kind of focal point for me. 
There was a real dearth of things 
to do when I started Trannyshack. 
It was kind of a fluke that it took 
off the way that it did.” 

Heklina, 37, received the sec¬ 
ond largest number of votes for 
Pride marshal during general 
public balloting, just for being 
herself. Upon her selection as a 
parade grand marshal, when oth¬ 
ers were polishing their sound 


bites and speeches, she issued the 
following media statement: “I am 
tickled Pink, and swollen up with 
Pride.” 

She says her grand marshal 
role is a voice for those not usual¬ 
ly represented in the LGBT com¬ 
munity. 

“One of the reasons I fell in 
love with this city when I first 
moved herefin 1991] was that it 
was so dfVerse here. Over the 
years, with the mainstreaming of 
everything, a lot of that has kind 
of disappeared,” said Heklina. “I’m 
trying to hold up that feeling that 
not everything has to fit into some 
cookie cutter. Not all of us are a 
part of the Queer-as-Folking - or 
the Will-and-Gracing - of our 
community.” 

Although Heklina says she 
does not get involved with what 
are considered to be “mainstream 
gay issues,” she does recognize that 
there is something inherently po¬ 
litical about giving the public a 
venue in which to express their 
full selves, without censorship or 


Calvin Gipson 
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he think of walking away and re¬ 
signing from the board. 

“I am not afraid of anybody. I 
am full of confidence. I am prob¬ 
ably overconfident,” he said. “The 
reason is because my experiences 
in life prepared me for the chal¬ 
lenges of the Pride Committee. I 
never got to a point where I was 
discouraged.” 


fear of repercussions. 

Still, such freedom of creativi¬ 
ty has stirred some political con¬ 
troversy; several months ago some 
Trannyshack participants per¬ 
formed in blackface, which was 
both condemned and defended by 
members of the LGBT communi¬ 
ty and became a debate of appro¬ 
priateness over freedom of speech. 
Heklina now says she would have 
advised against the performance, 
but firmly maintains that there 
“are no sacred cows” at Tran¬ 
nyshack. 

“It’s about being irreverent. 
There are no taboos,” she said, 
adding that “it’s funny to see what 
isn’t considered offensive, like 
AIDS jokes and acts that make fun 
of gay people.” 

Heklina believes she is being 
honored by the community for 
“keeping nightlife alive” in San 
Francisco, as Trannyshack is “the 
last bastion of bohemia, and peo¬ 
ple want to be a part of it. They get 
excited about having a space for 
people to perform.” 


He oversaw the addition of nu¬ 
merous stages representing vari¬ 
ous ethnicities at the Sunday fes¬ 
tival. In conjunction with Pride 
Executive Director Teddy Wither - 
ington, Gipson helped turn Pride 
around from an event losing 
money to one that returned thou¬ 
sands of dollars to nonprofit com¬ 
munity groups. 

He opened up the organiza¬ 
tion’s meetings, finances, and 
records to the public and institut- 
- ed community rap sessions so 


Yet Heklina has plenty of 
achievements in addition to her 
midnight shows, including per¬ 
forming at local street fairs and pri¬ 
vate parties, operating Heklina.com 
as a community bulletin board for 
the obscure crowd, and organizing 
the yearly Trannyshack bus trip to 
Reno. And let’s not forget her ap¬ 
pearances on both the Jerry 
Springer and Ricki Lake shows. 

And Heklina is perhaps most 
unrecognized for her charitable 
efforts, hosting benefits for Pets 
Are Wonderful Support; Project 
Open Hand, Haight Ashbury Free 
Medical Clinic, Bay Positives, the 
Lavender Youth Recreation and 
Information Center, the AIDS 
Emergency Fund, and the Rescue 
Animal Shelter, Community Unit¬ 
ed Against Violence, Marriage 
Equality, and other organizations, 
including the recent bike-to-work 
day benefit for the SF Bicycle 
Coalition. 

This week, in celebration of 
Pride, Trannyshack makes it to the 
outside world with a special per- 


various groups in the LGBT com¬ 
munity, from Asians to transgen¬ 
ders to people in the leather com¬ 
munity, could help shape Pride 
into a better event. 

The efforts paid off. “Guess 
what? All of my naysayers went 
away. The community stepped 
forward and it’s been positive ever 
since,” he said. “We took the party 
to 10 stages. I am the one who 
changed Pride’s reputation of 
being disorganized and full of 
drama to an event that is very well 



formance tonight (Thursday, June 
24) at Harvey’s in the Castro. The 
event begins at 10 p.m. 

Heklina will also attend the 
grand marshal activities, and will 
serve as a DJ on Live 105 radio on 
Saturday, June 26. 

“I’m going to all of the events. 
I love gay Pride week, I go into 
overdrive and try to do every¬ 
thing,” said Heklina. “I’m going to 
have fun with it. And I’m excited 
to be a part of it.” ▼ 


organized.” 

Being voted by the community 
to lead its Pride Parade is valida¬ 
tion of all his hard work and 
struggles he faced along the way, 
Gipson said. 

“It’s like I am loved,” he added. 
“It definitely feels validating, like 
the community is supporting me. 
All along I felt like the communi¬ 
ty was behind me and it was just a 
minority of people who didn’t 
want me to succeed. But I suc¬ 
ceeded.” ▼ 
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Woo and Chung 
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1990. During sunrise at KaiLua 
Beach on Oahu, Hawaii the 
women exchanged rings and recit¬ 
ed vows to each other before fam¬ 
ily and friends. 

Eleven years later, during Pride 
weekend in June 2001, they opted 
to become domestic partners. The 
state had just adopted new rights 
for domestic partners, and the 
couple wanted to protect Woo’s 
rights in being a parent to Chung’s 
daughter, Olivia. The family had 
just undergone a second-parent 
adoption. 

Standing in front of City Hall 
with former Mayor Willie Brown 
presiding, the two women pro¬ 
fessed their love for one another a 
second time. But unlike the priva¬ 
cy of their beach ceremony, this 
public service landed them on the 
front page of newspapers. 

“I wore a 20-foot-long blue 
veil,” said Chung, which garnered 
the attention of numerous news 
photographers. 

After the burst of media atten¬ 
tion, the family returned to their 
normal routine. Woo groomed her 
client’s dogs while Chung looked 
after Olivia. Their social life 
evolved around their daughter and 
the straight parent community. 

Then came Valentine’s Day 
weekend 2004, with gay and les¬ 
bian couples from around the 
world rushing to San Francisco to 
marry. On Sunday, February 15 the 
family decided to join the throng. 

Waiting for seven and half 
hours in the rain, they stood in 
line for the chance to say, “I do.” 
But it never came. 

At the end of the day, city offi¬ 
cials announced they could only 
take a few more couples. “They 


cut it five people in front of us,” 
said Woo. 

“The emotions of the day were 
really hard. You are thinking ‘Oh, we 
are going to get in.’ Then ‘Oh, no we 
aren’t going to get in.’ It was a real 
roller coaster ride,” said Chung. 

With no guarantee of getting 
in on Monday, and with their 
daughter already having spent six 
hours playing with another cou¬ 
ple’s kids in the car, the women 
decided to head home. 

“The kids had had enough. 
They hit a wall,” said Woo. 

“Monday we were in a zombie 
state,” said Woo. 

“It took a week to get over it. 
We went away for my birthday 
and then decided to make an ap¬ 
pointment,” said Chung. 

The date they secured, March 
30, turned out to be 19 days too late. 

“Once we found out we could 
not get married, it was like ‘Oh.’ 
Up until then I had not thought 
much about it,” said Woo. “When 
it was available and then they took 
it away, that was devastating.” 

The women never seriously 
considered going to Canada or 
Massachusetts to marry. 

“We have our daughter to con¬ 
sider. It is hard to pack up as a fam¬ 
ily and do it,” said Chung. “Lancy 
is our sole provider. We can’t afford 
to do those things. As parents you 
have to keep considering how will 
this affect our daughter?” 

Since her moms became 
spokespeople for marriage equal¬ 
ity, Olivia has been affected, 
Chung said. 

“I think she is really proud of 
it, that we are fighting for our 
rights,” said Chung. 

“In a 6-year-old’s eye, she does¬ 
n’t understand why we can’t get 
married,” added Woo. 

“Disney is all about marriage,” 
said Chung referring to movies 


Olivia watches. “She talks about 
not being sure who she is going to 
get married to, a woman or a man.” 

The parents of Olivia’s school 
friends have also been impacted 
by the couple’s fight. Parents the 
couple have become friends with 
through their kids, they find, are 
now questioning their own beliefs 
about marriage and gay rights. 

“They think we are great peo¬ 
ple, love us as a family, yet their re¬ 
ligious beliefs are against us get¬ 
ting married. It is hard for them to 
deal with that contradiction,” said 
Chung. “We have had good con¬ 
versations with people about it. It 
is complicated for them.” 

While gay couples are increas¬ 
ingly raising kids, it is still a rarity 
and gay parents are more the ex¬ 
ception than the rule, said Chung. 

“Any play group I have been in 
I am the only queer woman. Once 
you step into the mainstream par¬ 
enting community, we are a small 
minority,” she said. 

Being domestic partners, and 
with AB205 - which will raise do¬ 
mestic partnerships to a level 
more even with marriage - set to 
take effect in January 2005 gives 
them a modicum of relief that 
their family will be protected. 

“It’s not all of it but it helps,” 
said Chung. 

Fighting for marriage rights is 
important, Woo said, because gay 
and lesbian couples should not be 
forced to go through so many legal 
hoops to protect their families. She 
has had to go through the adoption 
process and create a living trust to 
ensure her business and posses¬ 
sions will go to Cristy and Olivia. 

“It is not fair to have to go 
through so many steps when mar¬ 
ried people have that right to in¬ 
stantly get married and have that 
paperwork be taken care of,” she 
said. ▼ 
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Mariah Sparks, left, and Yvette Balderas at an August 2003 benefit for 
Community United Against Violence. 
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Yet Gomez and Sparks said 
that those who did step forward - 
either to testify or to attend court 
hearings in solidarity - also 
helped the victims restore their 
faith in human beings, and the 
people they now call “communi¬ 
ty” represent a broad range of 
backgrounds, genders, sexualities, 
races, and ethnicities. 

“To not feel safe at lesbian 
events, that was a hard one,” said 
Sparks. But her introduction to a 
variety of new people - especially 
the advocates at Community 
United Against Violence - opened 
her eyes to a support system she 
had all along. “I discovered there 
were segments of my community 
that always had my back that I 
didn’t even know.” 

“To have people show up at 
court - people we didn’t even 
know - was extremely encourag¬ 
ing,” said Gomez. “It inspired us to 
really see it through.” 

On May 13, over the objection 
of the district attorney’s office, 
CUAV, and the victims, Broughton 
was sentenced by Superior Court 
Judge Kay Tsenin to just one year 
of house arrest and three years of 
probation. 

Sensitivity training also was 
not mandated for Broughton due 
to his enrollment in anger man¬ 
agement classes and Tsenin’s as¬ 
sertion that his racist and homo- 
phobic remarks were just “the al¬ 
cohol talking.” 

To the victims, the racial impli¬ 
cations of how Broughton was 
treated by the system are impossi¬ 
ble. to ignore. If Balderas or 


Gomez had injured Broughton, 
for instance, both believe they 
would have been sent to prison. 
And “if Broughton were not a 
white man this would have been a 
very different trial,” said Sparks. 

“If he could not afford a high 
powered lesbian lawyer this would 
have been a very different trial.” 

The victims have not received 
their wish that Broughton be ed¬ 
ucated around issues of diversity, 
but it hasn’t stopped them from 
educating others. They have 
joined CUAV’s speaker’s bureau to 
talk to students in area schools 
about the need for respect and 
non-violence. 

“My story can be used to make a 
realistic connection to people. When 
they hear that it happened at a queer 
party in San Francisco, many people 
are shocked,” said Balderas, who 
added that in many circumstances 
she could be the first queer person 
the members of the audience meet, 
a position that makes her both vul¬ 
nerable and powerful. 

The victims also take comfort 
in the fact that Broughton was not 
allowed to walk away from what 
he did. He may enjoy the comforts 
of house arrest, but he lives with a 
felony “strike” on his record. The 
repeated court appearances dis¬ 
rupted his own life as well, and the 
charges reportedly got him into 
alcohol and anger counseling, 
which Gomez said he hopes will 
save Broughton’s children from 
repeating the cycle of violence. 

“We were lucky enough to have 
resources and evidence to hold the 
attacker accountable,” said 
Gomez. “Even if his punishment 
amounts to a slap on the wrist, he 
knows now he can’t get away with 
this kind of behavior.” ▼ 


Waiting to wed 
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Jose and became political activists, 
appearing on television to encour¬ 
age South Bay voters to support an 
antidiscrimination bill. 

Before any gay marriages had 
taken place, the women had 
agreed several years ago to be 
plaintiffs if a lawsuit challenging 
the state’s antigay marriage laws 
was ever filed. They reasoned since 
they were now retired, “We are se¬ 
cure. They couldn’t hurt us.” Plus, 
Beals’s niece works at NCLR and 
knew how important marriage 
was to her aunt’s partner. 

“For me it is a more emotional 
thing. For 60 years I have not been 
seen for who I am. I was invisible 
because society has never accept¬ 
ed me for who I am,” explained 
Matson. “As far as I am concerned 
I was born this way. I refuse to use 
the word preference. It was not my 
preference to be born this way. 
Marriage is the last big step in my 
life. Finally I will have made the 
mainstream like everybody else.” 

As she watched couples marry 
in Massachusetts in May, and de¬ 
lighted at seeing Mitt Romney, a 
Mormon, deal with that as gover¬ 


nor, Matson’s desire to marry only 
became that much stronger. 

“She wanted to just get on a 
plane,” said Beals. 

Their vehicular exchange of 
vows, said Matson, “changed my 
view of our relationship but still 
that marriage piece, that is really 
necessary for me. That piece has 
got to be there before I die.” 

At the moment, Matson’s con¬ 
fidence she will realize that dream 
is dwindling. “It scares the hell out 
of me,” she said. 

Yet Beals said she is confident 
that day will come. 

“Part of America’s myth or 
story is we don’t treat people sep¬ 
arately or unequally. It is time for 
the courts to take it on and do it,” 
she said. 

The women intend to wait to 
see how the lawsuit progresses 
through the courts before decid¬ 
ing if they will go elsewhere to 
wed so Beals can keep her one- 
year promise to marry Matson. 

“I really like the idea of getting 
married in City Hall. It is really 
beautiful and where it all started,” 
said Matson. “We are keeping our 
options open. I plan to stay healthy 
and be married by 75.1 get a little 
impatient though. I want to do it 
now. I want to get it done.” ▼ 
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minds we were,” added Frazer. 

The day the “Winter of Love” 
began, the two sat in a hotel room 
in London watching the gay cou¬ 
ples marry on CNN. They had just 
left for a two-week trip through 
Europe and northern Africa. See¬ 
ing the joy and excitement of the 
couples who wed, the men said 
they realized what import there is 
in having a marriage ceremony. 

“In an emotional way, not in 
an intellectual way,” explained 
Rymer. “It opened my eyes to what 
the meaning of that was. You don’t 
know what you are missing until 
someone offers it to you and then 
takes it away.” 

While in London, Frazer got 
down on his knee and proposed to 
Rymer. 

“We really did start to get into 
it,” he said. 

The men wanted to make offi¬ 
cial - and public - the commit¬ 
ment they had made to each other 
nine years ago. Arriving back in 
the states on March 1, they imme¬ 
diately called to make an appoint¬ 
ment. A week later the couple, 
who have been together for 10 and 
half years, finally got through to 
the clerk’s office. 

The day the gay nuptials came 
to a halt, city Treasurer Susan Leal, 
a good friend of the couple’s who 
was to officiate at their wedding, 
phoned Rymer to break the news. 


“Susan called me at my office 
at 2:45 p.m. I said ‘Oh shit,”’ said 
Frazer who absentmindedly hung 
up on Leal. “I was so convinced we 
would get through that eight 
days.” 

With Frazer up in Sonoma and 
Rymer in the city, the couple did¬ 
n’t even talk to one another until 
later that night, when Rymer ar¬ 
rived in Sonoma at 7:30 p.m. Leal 
called Rymer that night to tell him 
that NCLR was looking for cou¬ 
ples to join the lawsuit. The men 
debated for four hours whether 
they should become plaintiffs in 
the case, concerned about the 
publicity and lose of privacy doing 
so would bring. They also had to 
decide if marriage was worth 
fighting for, said Rymer. 

“I didn’t need marriage to 
guarantee my commitment to 
Tim or him to me. But we needed 
as a community to ensure we have 
every right that every other person 
has,” he said. “I love Tim whether 
or not we are married. But I be¬ 
lieve this is really important for 
our community so that we are 
viewed in the same way as every¬ 
body else.” 

Living a quiet life in Sonoma, 
Frazer said, “I certainly am not an 
activist. I had to figure out how 
much I wanted to put myself out 
there. It was a difficult process. In 
light of it all, it became a pretty 
easy decision for us.” 

At midnight, they called NCLR 
to tell them their answer was 
“Yes.” ▼ 


Wedding dress 
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is important, said supporter 
Robin Tyler with dontamend. 
com, because anti-equal rights 
forces are trying to push through 
amendments banning same-sex 
marriage in several states, divert¬ 
ing attention away from the fail¬ 
ures of the Bush administration. 

Kotulski said there is still room 
on the bus for interested riders. A 
broad range of groups is sponsor¬ 
ing the trip, including the Asian 
Pacific American Coalition for 
Equality, marriage equality groups 
in several states, and several LGBT 
religious organizations. 

As for McKay, she’ll be heading 
up a new “Get Engaged” campaign 
to elicit political support from 
governmental entities throughout 
the state in support of Leno’s next 
marriage bill. Activists will receive 
points for resolutions or politi¬ 
cians’ commitments in support of 
marriage equality that they obtain, 
with the scale based on degree of 
difficulty. A resolution passed by a 
conservative body, for example, 
will be worth 200 points. A com¬ 
mitment from a Democratic law¬ 
maker will be 10 points; a Repub¬ 
lican lawmaker’s support will gar¬ 
ner 20 points. It’s yet another way 
to garner broad support from all 
areas of the state, a crucial part of 
MECA’s job, since state polls con¬ 
tinue to show most Californians 
oppose same-sex marriage. 

Through it all, McKay and Ko¬ 
tulski plan to continue fighting for 



Molly McKay's first public 
appearance in a wedding dress, 
Pride 1998. 


the day when they will be legally 
wed in the state they call home. 
While they had a wedding cere¬ 
mony several years ago and took 
part in the City Hall wedding 
rush, both know that for marriage 
to be binding here, the law must 
be changed. And they envision a 
nation where same-sex couples 
can get married anywhere, just 
like opposite-sex ones. T 


For more information about 
MECA, including the upcoming 
bus trip to Washington, D.C. 
visit www.marriage 
equalityca.org or contact 
Kotulski at (510) 332-0974 or 
Davina@marriageequalityca.or 
g. To contact McKay, call (415) 
581-0005, ext. 4 or e-mail 
Molly@eqca.org. 
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“Have you ever been in a room 
with someone where it is all quiet 
or spend all day with someone 
and never say anything to them 
but felt like you had a whole con¬ 
versation? That is how I feel with 
him,” he said. 

Instead of taking his husband 
on a honeymoon to Miami’s South 
Beach and Key West the week of 
May 28 to June 6 as planned, Davis 
took Lejeune on what he termed 


“our pilgrimage.” As they wait for 
their case to be heard in San Fran- 
ciscoSuperior Court later this 
summer, they said they doubt the 
•city will win its case before the 
state Supreme Court. 

“I don’t think anyone expects 
the mayor to win his case,” said 
Davis, though he doubts the rul¬ 
ing will impact the lower court’s 
decision. 

In the end, the two are confi¬ 
dent they will be able to marry 
one day. And where will the cere¬ 
mony be? 

“Las Vegas” said the men. T 


Disappointment 
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said Rizzo. 

They watched Newsom ad¬ 
dress the press and were able to 
talk to him briefly that day. The 
mayor gave Cooper a hug. 

“I was really disappointed. I 
was really excited to get married 
and when they took it away that 
was worse than it was when we 
didn’t have the opportunity to 
marry,” said Rizzo. 

Piercing pain 

A lifelong dream to be wed, 
Baker said the pain was much more 
piercing when that chance - some¬ 
thing he long thought would never 
come - slipped through his fingers. 

“I never imagined as a gay man 
I would have the opportunity to 
marry my partner. When we were 
able to get a time it really was a 
dream come true for us. It was the 
fulfillment of something I’ve 
wanted my whole life,” he said. 

For all their desire to be mar¬ 
ried, the couple jokes they were 
probably the last gay people in the 
Bay Area to learn about the same- 
sex nuptials. It wasn’t until Sun¬ 
day, February 15 that they first saw 
the lines of soon-to-be newlyweds 
lining up outside City Hall. 

At first they decided to wait 
and not rush to join the throngs, 
wondering if the courts would 
shut down the weddings that first 
week. 

“We put it on the back burner 
for a while,” said Adams. “Then 
two days before that Thursday in 
March Devin, on a whim, went 
online and pulled up a date for 
that day [March 11]. We decided 
yes, we are going to do it.” 

Tuesday, March 9 they bought 
their rings and invited family and 
friends to attend. They waited so 
long, said Baker, not due to a “lack 
of any resolve. We wanted to get 
married. We just kept hearing the 
courts would stop it.” 

Those first weeks, Baker said it 
“almost came off as a novelty. But 
then with each passing day we saw 
it’s still going and still going, we 
began to think this might really 
stick.” 

Adams said, “To have the op¬ 
portunity in our own state to be 
legally recognized as married was 


the best thing we could possibly 
have imagined.” 

The couple, who became do¬ 
mestic partners in July 2002, will 
celebrate their fourth anniversary 
this September. Baker recalls dis¬ 
cussing the marriage issue on the 
couple’s very first date. 

“I asked Art if he found the 
right person would he get mar¬ 
ried. He responded positively,” 
said Baker. “I had never found, be¬ 
fore Art, someone I would want to 
marry.” 

Talking about marriage on a 
first date could have sent Adams 
fleeing. Instead, he said he was 
nonplused by the discussion. 

“It was a legitimate question,” 
he said. “Besides, marriage at that 
time didn’t seem like it would be 
a reality.” 

A very traditional person when 
it comes to relationships, Baker 
said it has always been important 
for him to find someone who 
could make such a commitment. 

“Intimacy is very important to 
me, as well as finding someone 
who could appreciate that,” he 
said. “It seemed natural to bring it 
up on the first date.” 

By the time the men returned 
home that night from City Hall, 
NCLR’s Kate Kendell had already 
tracked them down to ask them to 
join the lawsuit. They spent about 
90 minutes discussing what their 
involvement would mean. With 
time running out to solidify the 
legal plans, Kendell gave the cou¬ 
ple an hour to think about it. 

“We talked amongst ourselves 
then called her back and said we 
are in,” said Adams. “She said we 
could do as little or as much as pos¬ 
sible. When she put it that way I re¬ 
ally couldn’t say no. I was in a fight¬ 
ing mood. I haven’t had that feel¬ 
ing often in my life where I want to 
take on the government and win.” 

As they wait to see how the 
lawsuit progresses, the men have 
not discussed going to Massachu¬ 
setts to marry. It would not seem 
appropriate, said Baker. 

“California is my home. For 
me to be married in the Bay Area 
would really fulfill my dream. All 
my family and friends are here,” he 
said. 

Besides, said Adams, the two 
consider themselves married al¬ 
ready, even if the state doesn’t rec¬ 
ognize their commitment. 


“I do introduce him as my hus¬ 
band,” said Adams. 

“And I jokingly refer to Art as 
my wife,” added Baker. “We tend to 
introduce each other as partners.” 

But the men want the piece of 
mind that comes with having 
their marriage legally recognized. 

“We are standing on the edge a 
little bit, which I don’t like,” said 
Adams. 

Long fight ahead 

Club Q, a monthly party for 
women, brought Rizzo and Coop¬ 
er together. The two had seen each 
other at a physical therapy clinic 
and then met a second time on the 
dance floor. Cooper invited Rizzo 
to join them for another dance 
party during Pride weekend in 
June 1989. 

“We set a date together for the 
next night and have been together 
ever since,” said Rizzo. 

This past January they regis¬ 
tered as domestic partners. 

“When we became domestic 
partners, there was no party. It 
was just a legality,” said Rizzo. “It is 
not equal. It didn’t feel like some¬ 
thing to celebrate. Something 
about it felt compromising, like it 
was a token step.” 

“Going to City Hall felt differ¬ 
ent. Marriage is something to cel¬ 
ebrate,” said Cooper. 

A member of Rizzo’s board 
connected the couple with the 
ACLU. The evening of their can¬ 
celed wedding, the couple re¬ 
turned home and went ahead with 
their already planned party. 

“We watched us on the news all 
night,” said Rizzo. “We went on¬ 
line and there were all these mes¬ 
sages from the ACLU.” 

At 10:30 p.m. they called 
Kendell with NCLR to discuss the 
possibility of joining the lawsuit. 
The family sat down to think it 
over before saying yes. 

“I didn’t want to be part of the 
lawsuit. But we were the ones 
there who got turned down. It was 
almost like we were picked to do 
this,” said Cooper. 

Someday, they intend to return 
to City Hall to take up where they 
were forced to stop on March 11. 

“I think justice will prevail. We 
will be back at City Hall,” said 
Cooper. “I think it will be in our 
lifetime. But it is going to be a long 
road.” T 



Computer gurus at your home & office, Mac or PC, anywhere in the Bay Area 
or support anywhere in the world by phone. Serving the community since 1997. 
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Melissa Etheridge 
Live..,and Alone 

$24.99 2 DVD SET 


Leaving Metropolis 

$19.99 DVD 


A Family Affair 

$19.99 DVD 




Friends &,Family 

cist) cm#) 


Close to Leo 

$19.99 DVD 


Friends & Family 

$19.99 DVD 


Laughing Matters 

$15.99 DVD 


Cock & Bull Story 

$19.99 DVD 


Confusion of Ganders 

$19.99 DVD 


$19.99 




MEGASTORE 


VIRGINMEGA.COM) 


Melixxa Bfllch'dfjr 


COCK & BULL 
WSTORYim 




San Francisco * 2 Stockton Street 415-397-4525 


Diversity. Part of The Complete Collection. 

NEW HUGE SELECTIONS OF IMPORTS, VINYL, CP SINGLES AND ELECTRONICS 


VIRGIN MEGASTORE IS RORN AGAIN! 

■ . ..... 

WE FULLY SUPPORT SAN FRANCISCO'S "OUT 4 JUSTICE - SF PRIDE 2004" CELEDRATION. 

Come by our booth for cool music, DVDs and fun goodies (selected just for you!) And, don’t miss daily live performances all week 
(6/22-6/26) at the Virgin Megastore, including Jason Edwards, Jondi & Spesh, X-Ecutioners, Ben Jelen, The Fitness, Chris Cox and more! 


Titles on sale 6/15-7/5. Prices may differ online @ vlrginmega.com Savings based on manufacturers suggested retan prices. 




TRADE IN YOUR CDS, DVDs, 
AND GAMES FOR CRED 

‘See store for details. 
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Before Stonewall 

$24.99 dvd 


One Nation Under God 

$24.99 dvd 


Tipping the Velvet 

$24.99 dvd 


Vvi&t 


Jondi & Spesh 

The Answer 

$13.99 cd 


Dave Koz 

Saxophonlc 


Kaskade 

in the Moment 

$13.99 cd 


Marques Wyatt 

Horizons 

$13.99 cd 


The Fitness 

Caff Me for Together 

$10.99 cd 


George Michael 

Patience 

$14.99 co 


TRADE IN YOUR CDS, DVDS, 
AND GAMES FOR CRED T!* 

*See store for details. 
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First couple 
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wasn’t a commitment ceremony,” 
said Zivnuska. 

For Wang, both the fall and 
winter ceremonies felt like wed¬ 
dings. Though he gives more cre¬ 
dence to the wedding with family 
and friends. 

“I had similar feelings,” he said. 
“What is important for me is nei¬ 
ther of us had family attend on 
February 12. To me a wedding is a 
contract between two people but 
you have a congregation of family, 
friends, and a minister there to af¬ 
firm and support you.” 

Zivnuska also sees their fall cer¬ 
emony as being the more impor¬ 
tant of the two. In February inside 
City Hall “we were repeating sim¬ 
ilar vows we had made to each 
other in September,” said Zivnus¬ 
ka, “but a marriage doesn’t happen 
in a vacuum. It happens sur¬ 
rounded by friends and family.” 

Since that September ceremo-; 
ny, they have referred to each 
other as husbands, though Wang 
said he found himself calling John 
his boyfriend while on their hon¬ 
eymoon. 


“It is a marriage to us,” he said. 
“After February 12 it felt even 
more so.” 

Zivnuska said, “It always struck 
me strange hearing gay men call 
their partners husband. The word 
seemed so heterosexual, but the 
accurate term is husband.” 

Unlike with the fall ceremony, 
Wang’s attitude toward fighting 
for equal marriage rights shifted 
significantly after the City Hall 
marriage. 

“We were not activists. I felt 
other people are in that group. As 
we started moving forward, seeing 
what was happening across the 
country, you can’t help but be¬ 
come an activist,” he said. 

Zivnuska felt his passions 
stirred during President Bush’s 
State of the Union address in Jan¬ 
uary, when he signaled his sup¬ 
port for a Federal Marriage 
Amendment to restrict gays and 
lesbians from marrying. 

“I felt this level of rage come 
out of me,” he said. “It became a 
no-holds barred situation for me. 
To take away recognition of my 
family...” 

When the call came asking 
them to wed at City Hall, Zivnus¬ 
ka found his outlet to take a more 


public stand in the fight for mar¬ 
riage rights. 

“Personally, I have always been 
an activist in the gay community 
on issues but not in a face the 
press kind of way,” said Zivnuska. 

With the threat of a lawsuit 
over the marriages looming, he 
reasoned, “They needed good 
plaintiffs and we make good 
plaintiffs.” 

Profound impact 

Taking part in the ceremonies 
did more than make them ac¬ 
tivists. Being married profoundly 
impacted their relationship, they 
said. Now that they are spouses for 
life, there is a greater sense of 
longevity and seriousness to their 
partnership. 

“There was a shift, it felt differ¬ 
ent. I am not just in a relationship 
that floats along,” said Zivnuska, 
who noted the two dated seven 
years before deciding to marry. 
“Now all the people in my life 
fight for me to keep this promise I 
made to be faithful to him.” 

Understanding not everyone in 
the gay community supports the 
marriage fight, Wang said he does 
not believe marriage is only a het¬ 
erosexual institution. Matrimony 


can be embraced by the gay com¬ 
munity, he said, because it has 
nothing to do with a union solely 
between a man and a woman. 

“It’s a private event between 
two individuals but it is also a so¬ 
cietal institution. Who wouldn’t 
want their family and friends to be 
there supporting them while they 
make a commitment to the most 
important person in their life?” 
asked Wang. 

Zivnuska said his family re¬ 
peatedly asked over the years 
when he would pop the question 
to Wang. And when the two did 
wed last fall, no one at the cere¬ 
mony questioned it was a real 
marriage, they said. 

But the couple noted others in 
their life reacted differently to¬ 
ward the two ceremonies. After 
their City Hall nuptials, Wang 
said, “my coworkers and acquain¬ 
tances see it more as an actual, le¬ 
gitimate marriage.” 

“The people we work with 
have a different world view. They 
don’t see a difference between re¬ 
ligious marriage and civil mar¬ 
riage,” said Zivnuska. 

Sky not falling 

As for how the state Supreme 


Court justices will view his mar¬ 
riage to Wang, Zivnuska admits he 
doesn’t hold out much hope they 
will uphold the legality of their 
union. 

“I am a pretty pessimistic per¬ 
son. I prepare for the worst,” he 
said. “I am hopeful but there is a 
strong possibility the state court 
with invalidate these marriages. It 
will make me sad but I will con¬ 
tinue to fight on different fronts.” 

He said they entered into the 
marriage knowing there would be 
risks. And no court decision will 
ever change how they feel about 
the bond they share. 

“It was a realistic risk but we 
were married before and we are 
still married as far as we are con¬ 
cerned,” said Zivnuska. 

Neither has any regret doing 
what they did inside Teng’s office. 
And they said the time that has 
passed since then only serves to 
poke holes into the religious 
rights’ fears that gay couples’ mar¬ 
riages hark the end of civilization. 

“I still feel what we did was an 
enormous step forward that was 
very personal for us,” said Zivnus¬ 
ka. 

“And the sky has not fallen. I 
am still waiting,” added Wang. ▼ 


Exchange vows 
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something powerful. “I almost ex¬ 
ploded. My eyes were watering,” 
said Tolver. “It started a new path 
for us.” 

They felt a part of the greater 
gay community for the first time 
in their lives. Except for being 
members of the Radical Faeries, 
the two felt little connection to the 
LGBT community. 

“It was the first time we felt like 
we were in one of the gay cliques,” 
said Johnson. “Being a couple, we 
kind of feel like we are sidelined 
sometimes from the rest of the gay 
community.” 

Their San Francisco marriage 
has also brought Johnson closer to 
his family. His mom and stepfa¬ 
ther are born again Baptists. 
When he came out to them at 15, 
it was difficult for them to accept 


Healing 
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“It is better than traditional 
steam rooms because you are not 
exposed to other people’s toxins,” 
said Levine. “This drenches your 
body’s cells with oxygen. Your skin 
is better, sex is better and you’re 
full of energy after just half an 
hour.” 

The women are careful to ex¬ 
plain to their clients that they are 
not medical doctors. They have 
spent a lifetime learning the vari¬ 
ous methods of healing they use, 
but neither attended medical 
school. 

“We tell everyone that every¬ 
thing we use is natural. We work 
in conjunction with their doctors 
to provide complementary kinds 
of help,” Levine said. “We don’t 
make any medical claims for what 
we do. Spas have been around 
since ancient times. The Romans 
had them; it is not anything that is 
brand new.” 

The Chinese have used herbs 
for medicine for 5,000 years, 
noted Levine. Over the last 20 
years or so practitioners of Chi¬ 
nese herbal medicine have made 
moves to become part of the more 
mainstream medical community. 

“I do think there is a greater 
acceptance in the Bay Area. I think 
alternative healing modalities in 
general are gaining more and 
more acceptance because people 
are becoming more knowledge- 


his sexuality, he said. Whereas 
Tolver’s mom, who raised him in a 
hippie commune, gave him away 
at their first wedding, “My family 
didn’t accept it and they weren’t 
invited,” said Johnson. 

He has stayed in touch with 
them over the years, having visited 
them in Georgia four years ago. 
Shortly after their second wedding 
this past February, he contacted his 
mother and began letting her into 
his life on a more personal level. 

“I never talked to them about 
my happiness. That all changed 
after we got married in San Fran¬ 
cisco,” he said. “I sent my mom an 
e-mail and told her this was the 
happiest moment in my life and I 
needed to share it with you. No 
matter how I feel, you deserve to 
experience my happiness.” 

His mom had seen the San 
Francisco weddings on television 
and had thought her son probably 
was one of the couples exchanging 


able about them and people are 
beginning to take more control of 
their own healthcare,” said Truth- 
sayer, who changed her name 14 
years ago as part of her spiritual 
practice. 

“I really liked my name and did 
not want to change it. It was a 
process that took two years for me 
to be willing to change my name. 
Now I am very happy with this 
name,” said Truthsayer, who pre¬ 
ferred not to reveal her birth name 
since she doesn’t use it anymore. 

Two decades ago she received 
training with the Bach School of 
Flower Essences in order to prac¬ 
tice flower essence therapy. One of 
the originators of the technique 
was Edward Bach, a surgeon at the 
University College Hospital in 
London, who gave up traditional 
medicine in 1934 and began 
studying the medicinal effects of 
flowers. 

“Flower essence healing is a 
form of homeopathy which uses 
only flower essences. There is no 
aroma,” explained Truthsayer. “It’s 
a remedy created out of flower 
essences tailored specifically for 
the client and the issues they are 
dealing with at that point. It can 
be taken orally, put into water or 
it can be rubbed on the skin.” 

It works energetically, she said, 
and helps patients transition 
through a job loss or the dissolu¬ 
tion of a relationship. 

“It is wonderful for trauma,” 
she said. “It facilitates the emo¬ 
tional processing gently.” 



Reese Johnson and Tolver got 
married in City Hall earlier this 
year. 


vows. 

“She sent back a positive re¬ 
sponse and said she was proud of 


With her past life regression 
work, Truthsayer said it helps pin¬ 
point problems or issues from 
one’s previous lifetime which may 
be a factor for problems in their 
present life. It can manifest as a 
hurdle or obstacle or for when “a 
person is just plain stuck in a rut 
and nothing seems to be able to 
get them past it,” she said. 

“Some of it is just if we want to 
achieve goals and we need support 
to get there. All of the work I do is 
to help people to heal and grow 
from or grow beyond their emo¬ 
tional, stuck issues,” she said. 
“Going back to a previous lifetime 
releases it fully and quickly.” 

It is not just her growing roster 
of clients who are seeking out her 
techniques. As with heterosexuals 
slowly accepting gay marriages, 
mainstream physicians are begin¬ 
ning to embrace alternative ap¬ 
proaches to treating their patients. 
With hypnotherapy in particular, 
physicians are finding it useful in 
working with patients who are try¬ 
ing to stop smoking or lose weight. 

“Physicians are more knowl¬ 
edgeable about hypnotherapy and 
less about the other modalities I 
work with,” Truthsayer said. T 


The Castro Healing Center and 
Spa is located at 2275 Market 
Street, between 15th and 16th 
streets. It is open Tuesday 
through Sunday and walk-ins 
are welcome. For more 
information, call 415-552-2111. 


me,” said Johnson. “The longevity 
of our relationship is one of the 
factors that brought them around. 
They have had to modify their be¬ 
liefs about us.” 

In fact, Johnson’s mother has 
said she will not vote to re-elect 
President Bush in November and 
plans to cast her vote for Senator 
John Kerry (D-Massachusetts), 
the presumptive Democratic 
nominee, due to Bush’s endorse¬ 
ment of a Federal Marriage 
Amendment that would place a 
ban against gay marriage in the 
Constitution. 

“She’s been a Republican since 
she became a Baptist and took on 
the whole traditional family val¬ 
ues,” said Johnson. “But she also 
believes persecution is bad. It 
helped bring my mom over be¬ 
cause she is asking, ‘How can you 
persecute my son? He’s a good 
person.’” 

Tolver has also become more 
engaged in politics since his San 
Francisco nuptials. He joined 
Marriage Equality California and 
went online to do outreach and 
spread the word about the fight 
for marriage rights. He e-mailed 
celebrities, including Rosie O’¬ 
Donnell, asking them to come out 
and support those couples getting 
married. While he never received 
a response from O’Donnell, she 


Kate Raphael 
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that called for increased access to 
experimental AIDS medications 
and more medical care for those 
living with AIDS. The action de¬ 
layed the first act of Falstaffby 20 
minutes. No one was arrested, but 
many opera patrons were upset 
and there was mass confusion. 

“I thought of that action and 
worked hard on it, and it came off 
really well - better than we 
hoped,” Raphael said. “We got so 
much shit for that action, one gay 
man with AIDS said it was the 
worst thing that had ever hap¬ 
pened to him, but a few years later, 
when the Opera House reopened 
after being rebuilt, there was a 
chronology of it in the Chronicle 
and our action was listed as hav¬ 
ing helped raise awareness of 
AIDS in the mainstream San 
Francisco community.” 

As for this weekend, Raphael 
said she will march in the parade 
with pride - and likely will be 
checking out the women. She is 


did just that when she flew to San 
Francisco and married her part¬ 
ner, Kelli Carpenter, Thursday, 
February 26. 

He did get an e-mail from the 
comedy duo Penn Jillette and 
Teller, who uses only one name. 
They said they couldn’t come to 
town because they were doing a 
show but would send flowers to 
some random couples in line. 

This summer Johnson and 
Tolver intend to apply for pass¬ 
ports as a married couple. They 
already have used their marriage 
license to open a joint bank ac¬ 
count. As they await a ruling from 
the Supreme Court, which is ex¬ 
pected this summer and may in¬ 
validate the gay couples’ mar¬ 
riages, the couple said whether 
their marriage is legally enforce¬ 
able or not is not important to 
them. It is more about being re¬ 
sponsible for one another that 
matters. 

“We do expect it will fail. But it 
is important to make the first step 
because eventually there will be 
equality,” said Tolver. “They can 
take away the word marriage but 
it doesn’t change the nature of our 
relationship.” 

“No one expected when Gavin 
[Newsom] did this it would light a 
wildfire in other cities. It can’t be 
stopped,” said Johnson. ▼ 


single “and definitely looking,” she 
said. 

“My being chosen as a grand 
marshal means that the San Fran¬ 
cisco queer community recognizes 
that queer liberation is one part of 
all human liberation,” she said. “It’s 
an honor to me, that I don’t feel I 
really deserve, but I am proud to 
be a symbol of our community’s 
rejection of the superpatriotism 
and destructive anti-Islamism re¬ 
flected in our government’s poli¬ 
cies. My theme for the parade is 
‘No Pride in Occupation,’ which is 
a slogan first used by the Israeli 
queer group Black Laundry, and I 
can’t think of a more opportune 
time for us to use it. 

Looking ahead 

After the parade, Raphael said 
she is hopefully returning to Pales¬ 
tine for the next few months. 
Then, she plans to travel to Iraq to 
research the situation of women 
under the occupation and work 
with the International Occupation 
Watch Center. 

“I plan to return home for 
good next January,” she said. ▼ 
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Blow Buddies Parties 

Extended Hours for Pride 


Cigar party @ 9pm 
Fri, 6/25: door 3pm-4am, play 'til 6am 
"Hardsex" movie premiere @ 8pm 
Sat, 6/26: door 9pm-4am, play 'til 6am 
Sun, 6/27: door4pm-4am, play 'til late 
Post-Pride Pecker Poppin' Party 
Mon, 6/28: door 7pm-11pm, play 'til late 
Boot party @ 9pm 
Tue, 6/29: closed, we need a rest! 

Wed, 6/30: Golden Shower Buddies 
door 8pm-11pm, play 'til late 


Safer-sex only 
Large space 
w/backyard 
Clean 
Glory holes 
Slings 
Jail cells 
Mazes 
Horny men! 


933 Harrison (@ 5th) 
(415) 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 


© Buddies Private Clubs (SF) 2002, 2003, 2004. All rights reserved. 

Art by Leon (artofleon.com) 














SPECIAL PRIDE WEEK HOURS 




e only 


S&sl/WO'J 

proikMli 


2051 Market (at Church)«info: 864-3767 • Massage appts: 255-4921 •erossf.com 





























Classic gay films newly out on DVD 

Back to ‘Torch Song Trilogy,’ ‘A Very 
Natural Thing,’ ‘Jeffrey’ & ‘Pride Divide.’ 

page 97 


Gay rockers galore 

SF’s queer rock ’n roll 
scene heats up summer. 

page 84 



Shorts stories 

’Tweeners, boys & girls in 
short films at Frameline. 

page 92 
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Alan Gumming puts the B in IGBT Pride 


by Richard Dodds 


A lan Cumming isn’t looking for 
poster-boy status, but once again it 
has befallen him. The first time came 
when he played the emcee in the 
rough-stuff Broadway revival of 
Cabaret. “I became this sort of 
poster boy for deviance,” Cumming said in a 
recent phone interview. “I did the first fist- 
fuck [albeit in silhouette] on Broadway. That 
a lot of people knew what that meant was 
quite telling.” 

Now, six years after he won the Tony 
Award for his credibility as the sexually fluid 
emcee, the Scottish-born actor is a poster 
boy for pride and Pride. He is sharing 
celebrity grand marshal honors with Bruce 
Vilanch in the 2004 San Francisco Pride pa¬ 
rade that will make its way up Market Street 
this Sunday. 

“I was honored to be asked,” Cumming 
said from Vancouver, where he is filming a 
musical remake of Reefer Madness for Show¬ 
time. “Especially to be asked by San Francis¬ 
co, because when you think about being gay 
or being different in any way, San Francisco 
is the city of all cities where you really feel 
accepted.” 

Cumming had already heard a lot about 
the San Francisco Pride celebration before 
his invitation arrived. The source was Ian 
McKellan, a 1992 grand marshal, who co- 
starred in X2: X-Men United with Cumming. 
“Ian had a great time,” Cumming said. “And 
I sort of cleared my diary to be able to do it.” 
The 39-year-old actor most identifies 


with the B in LGBT, having been married to 
a woman and subsequently registered as a 
domestic partner with a man. He realizes 
that bisexuality can be a suspect orientation. 

“Some people think you say you’re bisex¬ 
ual because you don’t want to say you’re gay, 
and I think some people do that. A lot of 
people don’t think [bisexuality] even exists, 
and I think they’re stupid. With journalists, 
basically they want to know, ‘Do you like it 
up the arse?’ And if you just say to them, ‘Yes, 
I like it up the arse,’ then that makes them re¬ 
alize how stupid this whole who-are-you 
thing really is.” 

Cumming says sexuality for him isn’t a 
swinging door. “It’s been a year since I’ve 
been with a wpman, and I’ve got a boyfriend 
now. In the last few days, for the movie I’m 
making, I’ve been dancing in this room with 
all these strippers, and T find tnem v#ty at¬ 
tractive. I don’t want to class myself with a 
word that will somehow diminish that at¬ 
traction. I like the word ‘queer’ the best.” 

Great Scot 

Growing up in Scotland, Cumming had 
“this androgynous thing” going on. A lonely 
child of unhappy parents, he began flourish¬ 
ing at the Royal Scottish Academy of Drama 
and Music. When he made his London stage 
debut, Cumming was married to actress 
Hillary Lyon. When he played Hamlet oppo¬ 
site her Ophelia in an acclaimed production 
of Hamlet , there was even talk of a new Ken¬ 
neth Branagh and Emma Thompson. 

“I don’t think it would have been appro¬ 
priate to talk about [bisexuality] then. ‘Hey, 
page 94 ► 




Beauty and the beastly 

More highlights from Frameline 28 


by David Lamble 


T hese last four feverish days of the Frame¬ 
line festival are loaded with not-to-be- 
missed treats. We may be getting mar¬ 
ried, but we’re not going to be re¬ 
spectable anytime soon. Dive into the deep 
end of the pool as a pair of pop-star broth¬ 
ers shatter one of the few remaining taboos 
in American family life; a Russian father/son 
duo begins their time with us in bed and 
then goes to even darker places; a black col¬ 
lege student struggles with a clueless white 
boyfriend and a homophobic backlash in his 
black studies program, only to find himself 
through a portal into the past opened by a 
mysterious stranger; a naive teenager has his 
heart broken and his mind changed by a 
dreamboat of a hustler who is both less and 
more than he appears; we go off the deep 
end with the adolescent fantasies of a gun- 


toting gaggle of German terrorists; we take a 
fond look back at a lesbian film that shook 
up the entire indie film world; and then 
close with a lesbian fantasy spy-romp that 
falls somewhere between Charley’s Angels 
and Austin Powers. 

Harry & Max If there’s anything more ap¬ 
pealing and more threatening to the mental 
health of a young queer boy, it’s growing up 
alongside an attractive and possibly too 
available older brother. Writer/director 
Christopher Munch has a wicked talent for 
crafting dialogue that can let neurotic 
strangers tell us their messiest secrets with¬ 
out making us feel bad about how we got to 
know them. 

In 1992, Munch burst into the queer film 
firmament with The Hours and the Times, 
which imagines an aborted affair between 
Beatles manager Brian Epstein and John 
page 88 ► 
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Vintage Navy men 
make us feel mighty gay 

Hello, sailors! Gay icons welcome at Pride 


Capt. Stephen's photographic unit captured the daily lives of Navy men. 


the gospel of “whiskey, sexy, 
democracy!” 

So At Ease: Navy Men of World 
War II, a gorgeous new coffee- 
table book from Abrams ($35), 
arrived just in time. Granted 
access to the National 
Archives, author Evan 
Bachner culled 150 
photos taken by the 
US Naval Aviation 
Photographic Unit led 
by Captain Edward J. 

Steichen. The team of 
photographers 
recorded the daily 
lives of Navy men, 
and made the pic¬ 
tures available to 
newspapers and magazines for 
publicity purposes. You could say 
they were the candid camera of 
their day. 

Plenty of pics depict sexy salts 
doing their manly duties like 
checking anchor and coating gun 
barrels with grease. But the pho¬ 
tos we were most drawn to show 
the seamen in repose: taking cat¬ 
naps with buddies, or sunbathing 


quite out of their uniforms on the 
flight deck. These guys were used 
to close quarters, and they didn’t 
seem to mind rubbing up against 
bare male flesh. In fact, they 
seemed to cultivate ho¬ 
moerotic opportunities. 
They clearly loved to 
roughhouse and 
show off for the 
camera. Above is an 
especially lovely image 
from the book, given 
the caption, “Pre-flight 
cadets at St. Mary’s 
College, Calif., un¬ 
dergo rigorous 
physical training. 
Cadet rises eagle 
split, December 1942; Moraga, 
California; photograph unattrib-, 
uted.” We knew you’d like it. 

Truce believers 

One of Out There’s most ex¬ 
cellent readers, Professor of Li¬ 
brary Science Mark C. Goni- 
wiecha at the Robert F. 
Kennedy Mem’l. Library, Univer- 
page 103 ► 


by Roberto Friedman 


Touch of Pink director Ian Iqbal 
Rashid were in the house. The af¬ 
terparty that transpired in the Ro¬ 
tunda and Light Courts of City 
Hal] was high-spirited, and the 
same-sex Wedding cake was a nice 
touch. 

Easy to like 

Out There never seems to tire 
of looking at vintage photographs 
of the men and women who 
fought the good fight of World 
War II. Maybe it’s our own era of 
false war fought on false pretexts, 
but WWII seems retroactively re¬ 
freshing in its clarity of purpose, 
namely stopping Fascist powers 
from gaining Empire. Seems a lot 
better motivation than spreading 


elcome to all the 
: tourists in town for the 

gay high holidays. It sure 
is great, to see the gay hordes 
around, painting the town red. 
Opening night of Frameline 28 
seemed especially festive 
Thursday night at the Castro The¬ 
atre, helped by the fact that 
yummy screen actors Jimi Mis- 
try and Kyle MacLachlan and 


Kyle MacLachlan in Touch of Pink 





Salutes 
SF Pride 
Weekend 
2004! 


Friday, June 25 8pm $25 

Upstairs at Th« Swedish American Hall 

Scott Capurro 

& Friends 

Featuring Sarah Clark 

(Co-host of the Sarah and No-Name 
Morning Show on Alice Radio), 
plus comedienne Marilyn Pittman, 
Joan Jett Black & singer Garrln Benfleld 

Friday, June 25 9pm $15 
Downstairs at the Cafe Du Nord: 

Jackie Beat 

(Drag Comedian) 

+ OJ Big Red w/ MonkeyBoy & Swingkfd 
*$35 ticket includes 
entry to both shows!* 

Saturday, June 26 8pm $10 

Pansy Division 


The Ex-Boyfriends 

Paradise Island featuring 
Jenny from Erase Errata / The Ga Ga’s 

Sunday, June 27 8pm $15 


Sophie B. Hawkins 

Essence 



The Sex 
That / Need 


Orgasmatron 


399 9th and Harrison • 10pm ~ 3am • 21+ • $8 • www.guiitysf.com 


with DJs ADRIAN, MYSTERIOUS D, MR. ANTHONY and 
SUPPOSITORI SPELLING spinning an ass-shaking mix of 
BASTARD POP, ELECTRO, HIPHOP, ROCK, & WHATEVER 





Hurry! Closes Sat June 26 

Final 4 Performances 
Wednesday thru Saturday 
at 8:00 PM 


by Claudia Shear 


bj Bel Shores 
I THIS WEEK 
lay - Saturday at 8:00 PM 


The Pew Charitable Trusts 


Should heterosexuals be allowed to marry? 


A Musical Review 


by &e-of<j& fufiJk 


directed by Mike Ward 
(pre U.S. tour workshop showcase) 

Final 2 Performances 

Friday and Saturday at 8:00 PM 


Tickets $20 


25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco ♦ (415) 861-8972 visit us on line www.nctcsf.org 
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The hideaway you 're looking for 

Dinner & Weekend Brunch 4123 24 th St. at Castro 
285-5598 call for hours 


Rodney Gilfry as Faust, Chris Merritt as Mephistopheles in San Francisco Opera's production of Doktor Faust. 


Faustian, but no bargain 

SF Opera presents Busoni's 'Doktor Faust' 


the final curtain, “How can an 
artistic director who presents 
something as human, sensual and 
touching as Cunning Little Vixen 
on Friday follow it four days later 
with something as cold, cerebral 
and lacking energy as this Faust?’ 
Possibly because the opera itself is 
hopelessly cold and cerebral? 
Then why do it? 

Fer the title part, Pamela 
Rosenberg hired Rodney Gilfry, 
one of the best-looking men in 
opera, but one blessed with only a 
modest voice, for a role that re¬ 
quires at least an heroic baritone. 
And the dramaturges didn’t help 
by making Faust into a drunken, 
narcoleptic artist who, even when 
you could hear him, was still too 
wimpy to shave much less seduce 
half the women in history. I have 
never seen a leading character 
sleep so much on stage. 

Fortunately, the Devil not only 
has the best tunes in this produc¬ 
tion, but was clearly the leading 
man. In his day as an heroic tenor, 
Chris Merritt may not have been 
a male model like Gilfry, but he 
had all the vocal and tempera¬ 
mental stuff. He still does. Shuf¬ 
fling on stage at first, looking like 
a seedy Uncle Ernie, Merritt’s 
Mephistopheles, while shaving, 
changing his clothes, slicking back 
his hair and playing the organ, 
seemed to gain two inches in 
height and two dozen in authori¬ 
ty. You had no trouble hearing 
him above maestro Donald Run- 
nicies’ frenzied pounding in the 
pit. Hey, I didn’t mind; the instru¬ 
mental music in this opera is far 
superior to the vocal, and don’t 
think conductors who advocate 
the work don’t know that. 

The rest of the large cast (Hope 
Briggs as the Duchess, Friede- 
mann Rohlig as Wagner, Jay 
Hunter Morris as the Duke and 
Johannes Martin Kranzle as 
Gretchen’s vengeful brother) was 
stalwart, if not particularly ap¬ 
pealing. The direction succeeded 
best with the cameo roles: three 
students from Krakow who later 
became chilling stockbroker 
types; evil spirits incarnated in a 
pizza deliveryman; a panting run¬ 
ner; and various military men and 
the fatuous, supercilious, badly- 
dressed socialites attending the 
Duke and Duchess’ wedding. 

The SFO Chorus may not have 
been listed correctly in the pro¬ 
gram, but as usual they stole the 
show. Wieler and Morabito are 
not uninteresting; they just didn’t 
seem interested in helping us un¬ 
derstand and/or enjoy this strange 
hybrid opera. ▼ 


www.sfopera.com 


dieval puppet plays which appar¬ 
ently fascinated the Italian-born 
but German-educated and in¬ 
clined composer. That wouldn’t 
necessarily hamper a work’s dra¬ 
matic arc, but two other facts con¬ 
spire to make Busoni’s Doktor 
Faust a difficult sell, though Jossi 
Wieler and Sergio Morabito, 
SFO’s Dashing Duo Dramaturges, 
do their best to make us buy. 

One, Busoni died in 1924, leav¬ 
ing the opera’s final scene and 
apotheosis unfinished. First Philip 
Jarnach and then Anthony Beau¬ 
mont “completed” the opera, 
using as much of Busoni’s libretto 
and existing sketches as they could 
find. SFO chooses not to play any 
music not written by Busoni, a 
purist attitude one would like to 
salute, except that purism has 
never been an SFO trait, or they 
would perform Mussorgsky’s 
Boris Godunov instead of 
Shostakovich’s. Playing the trun¬ 
cated final scene “as is” ends the 
opera with a musical and dramat¬ 
ic clunk. 

The second problem is that 
Busoni was not just writing an 
opera, but producing a theoretical 
treatise that was meant to encap¬ 
sulate all music up to that time. 
He does a good job with the fasci¬ 
nating score, but despite all the 
special pleading in the program 
book, Doktor Faust has only one 
moment where the music literally 
dramatizes a situation. In that 
thrilling choral battle between 
Catholic and Protestant students 
in a Wittenberg tavern, ending 
with Martin Luther’s “Ein feste 
Burg,” Ian Robertson’s chorus was 
so splendid that one couldn’t help 
wishing the scene were twice as 
long. 

Even when the solo singers had 
something substantial to sing, 
such as the Duchess of Parma’s big 
aria, Wieler and Morabito sabo¬ 
taged its operatic intent by having 
her sing much of it offstage and 
the rest while rolling around 
under Faust’s filthy blue plaid 
blanket. Unfortunately, Faust was 
not under the blanket with her. 
For a pair of directors who turned 
Handel’s Alcina into quasi-porn, 
Wieler and Morabito’s Doktor 
Faust avoids sex as if it were the 
plague. 

Stage coach 

If you’ve gathered by now that 
I was underwhelmed, you’re cor¬ 
rect. I’ve liked the score since Kent 
Nagano and the Berkeley Sym¬ 
phony played it a few years ago. 
But any fool can hear that this un- 
dramatic piece needs staging help. 
That’s presumably why one hires 
director-dramaturges in the first 
place. Yet, as someone said after 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


f aust, Wolfgang Goethe’s 
long, philosophical, 19th- 
century play about an aging 
scholar who sells his soul to the 
Devil in exchange for youth, love 
and knowledge, has been set to 
music by a dozen composers, in¬ 
cluding Berlioz ( The Damnation 
of Faust; 1846), Liszt (A Faust 
Symphony; 1854), Gounod (Faust; 
1859) and Mahler (Symphony no. 
8; 1907). 

Ferruccio Busoni’s version, 
now playing at the War Memorial 
in a new San Francisco Opera pro¬ 
duction, is not based on Goethe, 
however, but on the Faustian me¬ 


PLUSH 


♦ PRESENTS 

STAR AT THE FAMED " MOULIN^OUGE" 

Debbie De Coudreaux 

’’Have a Little Paris or^ Me” , 


- 


JUNE 29 - JULY 11 3 

TUESDAY - SATURDAY AT 8PIVI 
FRIDAY JULY 2 AT llPM , 
SUNDAY JULY 11 AT 3’PJVi 


box office 415 . 885.2800 www.empireplushevents.com 
























rare registered trademarks ol Sundance Enterprises, Inc, AS Rights Reserved' 
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% "...hotly hilarious' 

^ - Peter Trovers, Rolling Stone 


“Succeeds with a big, 
false-eyelashed wink/' 


-Ann Hornaday, The Washington Post 
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(THE ORIGINAL “HOT LIPS” HOOLIHAN) 


HOTEL SPONSOR: 
RESERVATIONS: 4XS.781.7800 
WWW.HANOLERY.COM 


ASK FOR THE EXCLUSIVE 
tNKJHSWWE TEATRO ZINZANNI OFFER 

Wnn. 


The out-of-towners 


American Theatre Critics Association visits Bay Area stages 


But thanks to the visit from the 
critics, I am prepared to say that 
the “state of the art” in Bay Area 
theater looks pretty damn good. 
And I am in a position to say with 
only a hint of recklessness that iris 
better than the state of the art in 
Houston, Atlanta, Miami, Cincin¬ 
nati, Pit^burgh, Austin, Min¬ 
neapolis, Dallas, Cleveland, 
Louisville, Denver, or Philadelphia. 

These are among the cities that 
have hosted conferences of the 
American Theatre Critics Associa¬ 
tion or meetings of its Executive 
Committee, and, of course, the or¬ 
ganizers all wanted to put their 
best theatrical foot forward. But 
often it’s been a struggle to line up 
more than one or two choice of¬ 
ferings before worrying about em¬ 
barrassment. 

The Houston conference, for 
example, withered theatrically 
after only a couple of nights when 
a community theater version of 
Pride and Prejudice had to help fill 
out the schedule. In Atlanta, the 
city’s one big theater, the Alliance, 
offered a choice of Amadeus or 
Driving Miss Daisy. And in' 
Philadelphia, well, I can’t remem¬ 
ber what we saw in Philadelphia. 

But for the organizers of ATCA 
- SF 2004, the main embarrass¬ 
ment came from having to decide 
what to leave out. There were six 
slots to fill for theatergoing as a 
group, and there was no struggle at 
all to sustain quality from start to 
finish. And quality with a flourish. 

On the third night into our 
event here, a critic from Chicago 
leaned over to me and whispered, 
“This is heaven.” The scene was 
Beach Blanket Babylon, and sur¬ 
prise guest star Frederica von 
Stade was getting down and dirty 
with a song from Gypsy. Take that, 
Philadelphia. 

That afternoon we had seen 
Rita MorenO as Maria Callas in 
Master Class at Berkeley Rep, and 
even those disinterested in seeing 
Terrence McNally’s play 
again were bowled over 
by Moreno’s perfor¬ 
mance. There was also a 
world premiere at the 
Magic Theatre, a musi¬ 
cal theater showcase by 
TheatreWorks in 
Mountain View, and the 
entertaining Bad 
Dates at San Jose 
Rep. 

The final the¬ 
atergoing slot was an option 
night, and choices offered to the 
group included Dave Eggers’ 
Sacrament! by Campo Santo, The 
Comedy of Errors at Cal Shakes, 
Southern Baptist Sissies at New 
Conservatory, Buddy at the Post 
Street Theatre, and even Teatro 
ZinZanni. An eclectic, attractive 
list, and only scratching at the sur¬ 
face of available offerings. 

The first show we saw together 
was ACT’s A Mother starring 
Olympia Dukakis, and even the 
fact that it was not exactly em¬ 
braced by the visiting critics is 
telling. In what other US city out¬ 
side of, say, New York and Chica¬ 
go, would the least-favorite offer¬ 
ing be the world premiere of a new 
translation of a long-lost Gorky 
play starring an Oscar-winning ac¬ 
tress and staged in one the most 
beautiful theaters in the country? 

In some of the other cities our 
group has visited, the ATCA con¬ 
ference has been treated as a 
major civic event: Welcoming 
banners are strung across streets, 
mayors makes speeches, and there 
are plenty of free lunches. In San 


ATCA attended A Mother, Master Class and Beach Blanket Babylon. 


Francisco, the welcome was warm 
but without the hint of despera¬ 
tion exhibited in cities with some¬ 
thing to prove. There’s no need to 
gussy up San Francisco. 

Getting bumpy with Bette 

The soul of Bette Davis will 
never get a rest as long as Matthew 
Martin is around. I was¬ 
n’t lucky enough to have 
seen his take on the bete 
Bette in Whatever Hap¬ 
pened to B.B. Jane at 
Theatre Rhino almost a 
decade ago, but I en¬ 
joyed seeing him reprise 
his Baby Jane in Christ¬ 
mas with the Craw¬ 
fords at Rhino last 
year. Now Martin is 
taking on Bette 
Davis again in Awe About Eve. 

Martin is starring as fading 
Broadway star Margo Channing in 
this send-up of the 1950 film All 
About Eve that he is co-directing 
with Rhino artistic director John 
Fisher. Maryssa Wanless is playing 
the Anne Baxter role of the back- 
stabbing Eve Harrington, who dri¬ 
ves Margo to warn her party 
guests, “Fasten your seat belts. It’s 


Matthew Martin as Bette Davis 


going to be a bumpy night.” 

Awe About Eve, running 
through July 18, is the final show 
in Rhino’s first Subterranean Sea¬ 
son of plays presented in the base¬ 
ment Studio. Call 861-5079 or go 
to therhino.org. 


Broadway star Rebecca Luker 

Kern county 

Rebecca Luker is a Broadway 
queen of revivals, so it’s appropri¬ 
ate that she’s headlining a benefit 
for a theater company that revels 
in revivals. 

The star of the recent Broad¬ 
way productions of Show Boat, 
The Music Man, and The Sound of 
Music will be singing Jerome Kern 
at a fund-raising gala to benefit 
42nd Street Moon. 

All the Things You Are: The 
Music of Jerome Kern will have a 
single performance on June 28 at 
Herbst Theatre. In addition to 
Luker, the bill includes cabaret 
artists Andrea Marcovicci, Mark 
Coffin, Barbara Brussell, and Na¬ 
talie Douglas, in addition to a team 
of 42nd Street Moon regulars. 

Tickets are $75, and if you 
double that, you gain admittance 
to a post-show reception with the 
performers. Call 392-4400 or go 
to cityboxoffice.com. ▼ 


FROM JUNE 1 9TH 


FEATURING OSCAR NOMINEE 


SALLY KELLERMAN 


AS MADAME ZINZANNI 


415-438-2668 


BOX OFFICE ; PIER 29 ON THE 
OPEN DAILY f EMBARCADERO 


by Richard Dodds 


ometimes it helps to look 
through someone else’s eyes 
to get a clearer look at your 
own surroundings. I recently had 
help from about a hundred sets of 
outsiders’ eyes to put the Bay Area 
theater scene into better focus. 

The outsiders were the mem¬ 
bers of the American Theatre 
Critics Association, who recently 
returned to San Francisco for the 
first time in more than 20 years 
for their annual conference. Their 


experiences in local theatergoing 
helped me prepare for a question 
asked during a panel discussion of 
the local theater critics: “From 
your vantage point, seeing as 
many shows from as many com¬ 
panies as you do, what would you 
say is the ‘state of the art’ in the 
Bay Area?” 

It can be hard to grasp The Big 
Picture when you’re mostly scur¬ 
rying about inside its frame. Nor 
do the seven years that I’ve been 
writing about theater for the BAR 
feel long enough to compare local 
theater now with its various thens. 


One Reel Presents 
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■Hff |W \ « J|L i' ’■ "Bold and brash, wild and wacky!” 

- Cay Times 

The hip, audacious, colorful and music-filled UK hit with oodles of beautiful guys and gals. Ifs boy meets girl, 
boy meets boy, girl meets girl and every combination in between in the high-speed world of skating, cycling, 
cellphones, emails, cafes and shopping of contemporary London life. 


WINNER! Audience Award for 
Best Documentary at 2003 OUTFEST, 

The Los Angeles Gay and Lesbian Film Festival 


An award-winning and hilarious look at four lesbian comics at the top of their game: 

Kate Clinton, Karen Williams, Marga Gomez and Suzanne Westenhoefer. 


(This) winning, zesty Spanish farce spreads the magic 
- Time Out New York 


An exuberant sex farce that takes a frenzied peek into the lives of 14 people who intersect one very hot summer 
day at km.O - the very center of Madrid. 


playing in july on 

DIRECTV® Channel 170 & DISH Network Channel 537 


www.heretv.com 
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Come catch some rays or just relax in the air f iJlill | ! ‘ : ' % § 
conditioned comfort of our private rooms and facility! 


Hot rockin’ gays 

Enorchestra, Benfield, Waller and Sacket 


by Mark Mardon 


an Francisco’s queer rock ’n’ 
' i roll music scene is continu¬ 
ing to make a comeback, or 
rather coming-out, since in the 
old days gay rock ’n’ rollers never 
were very comfortable being la¬ 
beled. These days, if you’re queer, 
it’s clear. A new vibe has arisen. 

Probably few outside our fair 
city have heard of Enorchestra, 
but if you were at the jam-packed 
Eagle Tavern last Thursday night, 
June 17, you’ll never forget them. 
You’ll also worship Brian Eno, 
whose spirit Enorchestra were 
channeling in a super-thrilling rock 
performance where they resurrect¬ 
ed Eno’s 1974 classic album Taking 
Tiger Mountain (by Strategy). 

Celebrated Eagle Tavern bar¬ 
tender and resident Enorchestra 
guitar god Doug Hilsinger 
(drums, bass, guitar, pedal steel, 


sitar guitar, glockenspiel, melodi- 
ca, autoharp, percussion, back¬ 
ground vox, treatments), beauti¬ 
ful vocalist Caroleen Beatty 
(both of the popular local band 
Waycross) and a crew of musical 
geniuses introduced their new 
Eno-inspired album to the world 
by belting out a start-to-firiish 
faithful rendition of the entire 
work. With flawless playing, non¬ 
stop energy, and a keen ear for 
Eno’s intentions, Enorchestra 
demonstrated why Taking Tiger, 
recorded and produced by 
Hilsinger at Saucefaucet Int’l 
( saucefaucet. com), is subtitled, “A 
Modern Revolutionary Peking 
Opera.” Taking Tiger ranges 
through a dizzying array of sonic 
landscapes, pressing ahead with 
furious energy, but finding the po¬ 
etry in every passage. These 
rock/pop compositions resonate 
even if you’ve never heard the 
original. Listening closely, you 


know not just that you’re reliving 
a genuine Eno experience (Eno 
himself says so himself in the 
album’s liner notes!) but that 
Enorchestra have upped the mas¬ 
ter in terms of sheer bravado. 

Beatty’s vocal prowess and 
commitment to the material car¬ 
ried the band to exceptional 
heights. Perhaps the pinnacle 
came when Enorchestra delivered 
the pulsating drum, bass and 
rhythm-guitar-driven “Third 
Uncle.” Hilsinger’s guitar began to 
buzz in unknown directions; elec¬ 
tronic wheezes, burps and bleeps 
punctuated guitar drones; and by 
the time Beatty sang, “Burn my 
fingers/ Burn my toes/ Burn my 
uncle/ Burn his books/ Burn his 
shoes,” she and the band had com¬ 
pletely mesmerized the crowd. 

Enorchestra will perform Tak- 
ing Tiger Mountain live on Friday, 
July 2, at the Bottom of the Hill, 
1233 17th St., SF, along with Tar- 


Doug Hilsinger and Caroleen Beatty brought down the house at the Eagle. 


entel. Call (415) 621-4455. 

Grateful fans 

Pride season in San Francisco 
wouldn’t be complete without Gar- 
rin Benfield ( garrin.com ), a great 
artist just out with a live tour 
album, August Live ’03, on his own 
ZackSongs Music label. This collec¬ 
tion gathers gems from Benfield’s 
' gigs on the road with Boz Scaggs, 
an annual West Coast event. With 
Benfield on the road are bassist 
Joshua Zucker and drummer Russ 


Fourth of July BBQ 

Sunday, July 4 


to come. 
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WATERGARD N 


6AY AND BISEXUAL 
MEN'S CLUB & BATHS 

1010 THE ALAMEDA 
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 
(4 0 8) 2 7 5-1215 

WWW.THEWATERCARDEN.COM 

OPEN 24 HOURS/7 DAYS A WEEK 


Gold, stellar musicians both. The 
work appeals especially to fans of 
Grateful Dead-influenced, 

acoustic-guitar-driven, bluegrass- 
tinged rock, and the band has a 
huge queer following. With an em¬ 
phasis on intricate guitar improvs, 
grounded by groovy melodies and 
Benfield’s soothing voice, August 
Live reprises familiar songs from 
Living a Dream. Plus you get some 
of the newer songs previously 
heard only in Benfield’s live shows, 
notably the driving “Children Go 
Where I Send Thee,” a rockin’ ren¬ 
dition of an old spiritual. 

Look for Benfield to do a Fall 
release and a national tour cen¬ 
tered around his third studio 
album, soon to appear. The Garrin 
Benfield Band will be playing at the 
Sunday, June 27 Pride Celebration, 
headlining on the performance 
stage at the Faery Freedom Village 
in Civic Center Plaza at 2 p.m. 


Holcombe Waller sings with spirit. 

Plaintive cry 

Holcombe Waller (aka Cac¬ 
tus Mike), who hails from Palo 
Alto and has been in San Francis¬ 
co since 1998, is about to release 
his third album, Troubled Times, 
on which he sings in his gorgeous, 
hauntingly plaintive voice, and 
plays bass, piano, drum machine, 
Wurlitzer, percussion, and some 
guitar. Adding to the instrumen¬ 
tation is Ben Landsverk, who plays 
most of the guitar parts and all the 
banjo and dobro licks. 

Troubled Times showcases a 
great young singer/songwriter, a 
shy, handsome young man with a 
beautiful spirit. Waller delights in 
creating different textures with a 
variety of instrumentations, so that 
when he sings in “You Love Me” 
that, “In love as in war, you must re¬ 
live what screwed you before,” you 
get a different tone and tempera¬ 
ment than in the title song, which 
urges you to “Come buck naked, 
dance for free, watch our monkey 
chop down the last cherry tree.” 
Each uses vocals as deftly as any in¬ 
strument, showing the marks of a 
classically trained musician. “Liter¬ 
ally the End of the World” is a wail, 
a cry, a plea, a confession: “Put 
newspaper stacks on the curb as my 
offering, and shared the peace.” 

The album’s one political song, 
“No Enemy,” speaks directly to the 
nature of our troubled times. Sub¬ 
titled “A song in the form of an 
open letter to National Security 
Advisor Condoleezza Rice,” it 
page 90 ► 
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Russian optimism 


by Stephanie von Buchau 


n his excellent program note 
1 to Valery Gergiev’s new 
recording of Shostakovich’s 
Fifth and Ninth Symphonies with 
the Kirov Orchestra (Philips), An¬ 
drew Huth manages to avoid the 
usual Red-baiting psychodrama 
that currently infests Shostakovich 
scholarship. He gives us the facts, 
lays out the speculation occa¬ 
sioned by Solomon Volkov’s Testi¬ 
mony, that not entirely reliable 
reminiscence attributed to the 
composer, and he briefly discusses 
the music. 

So far, so good. What he doesn’t 
do is suggest why these two sym¬ 
phonies (besides the fact that, at 73 
minutes, they both fit comfortably 
on a single CD) should be such a 
natural pairing. Gergiev’s great 
rival (and one-time boss), Yuri 
Temirkanov, pairs them as well in 
his St. Petersburg Philharmonic 
recording (RCA Victor Red Seal). 

I hear them as a pair, even 
though they are nothing alike in 
form or content, because each fol¬ 
lowed a dark, pessimistic work. 



Gergiev conducts Shostakovich. 


Shostakovich was a neurasthenic 
human being for many political 
and social reasons, but also be¬ 
cause blowing hot and cold was 
his natural temperament. When 
his opera Lady Macbeth of the Mt- 
sensk District was criticized by 
Stalin, and his Fourth Symphony, 
dark, painful and ending, like the 
opera, in a bleak, minor mode, 
was suppressed, Shostakovich 


replied with the “optimistic” Fifth,, 
a work that was an immediate in¬ 
ternational hit, though critics have 
been arguing ever since about 
whether the finale is triumphant 
or ironically empty. 

Likewise, the Ninth Symphony 
followed the Eighth, one of 
Shostakovich’s most powerful 
wartime works, desolate and all- 
but-terminally despairing over 
man’s inhumanity. Shostakovich 
knew that the negativity of the 
Eighth would not be well-re¬ 
ceived, so he talked up his new 
work, a Ninth Symphony that 
would celebrate the coming victo¬ 
ry of Russia over the Nazis. 

This Ninth was going to be a 
big piece “about the greatness of 
the Russian people, about... liber¬ 
ating our native land from the 
enemy.” It was supposed to con¬ 
tain soloists and chorus, like 
Beethoven’s Ninth. But it didn’t. 
In the end, it turned out to be 
light, witty, sardonic, a perfect 
piece of pure music that got the 
poor composer into trouble all 
over again. In Russia, it was found 
to be “inappropriate.” In the West, 
page 94 



FINAL BLOCK 
OF TICKETS 
ON SALE NOW! 

Good seats are available now for 
the remaining months. 

PRESENTS 

THE 




BROADWAY'S AWARD-WINNING BEST MUSICAL 


SEE IT NOW! ORDER TODAY! 


CALL: ticketmaster 415-356-LION • ONLINE: ticketmaster.com or lionkingsf.com 
VISIT: Orpheum Theatre Box Office, 1192 Market at 8th 
GO: To your local Ticketmaster outlets • GROUPS: Call 415-551-2020 

TICKETS SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE SERVICE CHARGES. DATES, TIMES, AND PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTIFICATION. 

ORDERS LIMITED TO 8 TICKETS PER PERSON,TICKETS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND PRIOR SALE. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


M'/WMl 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 1192 Market at 8th 






Tonight at 8; Tomorrow at 2 & 8; Saturday at 2 & 8; Monday & Tuesday at 8; Wednesday at 2 & 8 
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Another side of Melissa Ferrick 

Love and motion on singer/songwriter's latest album . 


by Gregg Shapiro 

here are many sides to out 

singer/songwriter Melissa 

Ferrick, and on her latest 
album, The Other Side (Right 
On), she explores a few. Move¬ 
ment is a central theme on the 
disc, and you’ll find her digging a 
hole in her backyard on “Beijing,” 
floating and waiting for the tide 
on the title track, swimming and 
diving on “Bad Bad Girl,” and 
generally continuing her ongoing 
quest for love that lasts. I recently 
spoke with Ferrick about love and 
movement. 

Gregg Shapiro: In the title track, 
you sing about "floating out here 
waiting for the ocean to carry me 
to the other side." What do you 
think you'll find when you get 
there? 

Melissa Ferrick: I hope I find a 
really gorgeous woman who I fall 
completely and madly in love 
with! I hope I find a sense of peace 
within myself, not always won¬ 
dering if there’s something better 
around the corner. Just a sense of 
being settled inside my skin. 
That’s what I’m looking for. 

Now that you've lived in LA and 
you're back in Massachusetts, is 
there any place else you'd consid¬ 
er relocating? 

Chicago or New York are the 
only two other places in the US 
that I would live. I also really like 


Toronto a lot, but I’m not Cana¬ 
dian. It’s very difficult to get dual 
residency, but I’ve thought about 
Canada because I do really well up 
there with my music. 

The album has some geography 
on it: "Beijing" and "Nebraska." 
You also had a song called 
"North Carolina" on Freedom. 

And “Let’s Fly,” from Listen 
Hard, is about Chicago. “Take 55 
to Lake Shore Drive.” Of course, 
the fear is that I become the “road 
girl” songwriter! 

You're the Rand McNally of 
music! 

Yeah, exactly. I try not to do it 
too much. “Nebraska,” for in¬ 
stance, that one came out of 
nowhere. I really liked that I was 
able to describe a feeling with a 
state. I had been watching the 
documentary on U2, when they 
made the Joshua Tree record with 
Daniel Lanois and Brian Eno, 
about making an album that ac¬ 
tually reflected a terrain, which 
was the desert. I just felt so barren 
in love, wishing I was in love, and 
wishing that my heart was filled 
with that kind of feeling all the 
time. Nebraska, as a state, takes a 
long time to drive through, and of 
course there’s the classic Bruce 
Springsteen album. And I was dri¬ 
ving in Florida, and there was this 
road called Nebraska Avenue, and 
it seemed like everywhere I went I 
was seeing the word Nebraska! So 
I wrote that song. 


I’ve been to Beijing, I toured 
China when I was 16 with the 
Youth Wind Ensemble. It’s the 
first place that I fell in love with a 
woman, in China, my first girl¬ 
friend. I have a lot of great mem¬ 
ories of kissing on the Great Wall 
of China, and having sex in hotel 
rooms over rice paddies. When I 
wrote “Beijing,” I was listening to 
Dave Matthews’ solo record Some 
Devil. There’s a song on there 
that’s got a really similar riff, but 
much slower. I love that song so 
much, so I tried to figure out how 
to play it. As I was trying to figure 
it out, I wrote “Beijing.” 

You've earned a reputation for 
writing songs about heartbreak. 

Maybe I’m just such a die-hard 
romantic; it’s disgusting, really. I 


want, so much, to find the kind of 
love where I’m as in love as the 
other person is with me. I don’t 
usually see that kind of even love 
— it always seems like one person 
is more in love with the other per¬ 
son. Especially in queer culture, 
there’s such a lack of stability in 
longterm relationships. I’m sure it 
has something to do with the fact 
that we’re not allowed to marry, 
so our culture has accepted mov¬ 
ing from partner to the other, or 
the “lesbian U-Haul,” or the gay 
male bathhouse scene. I go from a 
three-year relationship to anoth¬ 
er three-year relationship, and 
after the first year, I know that I 
shouldn’t be there anymore. I’m 
looking to find that person I’m 
supposed to be with forever. 
Maybe it’s stupid to hold out for 



Melissa Ferrick is looking for love 

that, maybe you are supposed to 
settle, maybe being really great 
friends is enough, but it’s not 
enough for me. I want to feel as 
passionately about another per¬ 
son as I do about my music. I’ve 
been in love twice, and I know 
that I’m capable of being that in¬ 
vested emotionally. T 


1,001 stories to tell 

Supreme vocals resurface on CD 


by Tim Pfaff 


’ p ome LPs still cast long shad¬ 
ows over the CD age. Long 
' 4 ago, at a New York record 
store, Peter G. Davis pointed at 
Regine Crespin’s record of 
Berlioz’s Les nuits d’ete and Ravel’s 
Sheherazade and commanded me 


It’s Only 
Paranormal. 



LIFE. LOVE. LIGHT. 


The First Domain 
Of It’s Kind On Earth. 



Arcanum One* 

Thinking Up Good Vibrations. 


to buy “one of the best vocal 
records ever made.” I did. It was, 
and still is. 

There have been many great 
recordings of both works since, 
but the best of them still share the 
stage with Crespin. When the lat¬ 
est Sheherazade, Anne Sophie von 
Otter’s, with Pierre Boulez and the 
Cleveland Orchestra (DG) came 
out, I stalked it before I bought. 
The credentials were all there. But 
the unquestionably great von 
Otter has been in a rough patch — 
and, for all of Sheherazade’s fasci¬ 
nation with cruelty (“the execu¬ 
tioner and the innocent head”), 
the girl won’t take rough trade. 

Then, in Hong Kong last 
month, I bought my first copy of 
Gramophone in two year.s, which 
contained a feature about the* 
recorded history of the piece, oc¬ 
casioned by the new CD. It said all 
the right things about my favorite 
recordings and then ranked von 
Otter’s with them. I ran back to 
the Kowloon HMV store, plopped 
down my HKS150, and headed 
back to my Discman, and bliss. 

Sheherazade needs many voic¬ 
es to tell her 1,001 stories, and if 
Crespin’s was more like Kundry’s 
and Janet Baker’s more like 
Berlioz’s Cassandre, von Otter’s is 
more like Melisande’s. It’s as much 
whispered as proclaimed, but it’s 
no less involving. 

Von Otter traces the great arc 
that brings the first movement to 
its climax with firm, lustrous tone. 
So, what could have been written 
off as the sly husbanding of a 
voice in extremis instead emerges 
an artistic choice, and a canny one 
at that. The yearning, ache, ennui 
and overall mystery that pervade 
this captivating piece are all there 
in a fresh yet highly convincing 
mix. It gets better at every listen¬ 
ing. 

Boulez’s handling of one of 
Ravel’s greatest scores is even 
more revelatory. Once written off 
as the coldest of musical intellects, 
Boulez has become one of its 
supreme sensualists. (In fact, he 
always was one; back then, he had 
detractors to fight.) Gay compos¬ 
er and gay composer-conductor 
meet in ideal circumstances. 
Boulez’s trademark transparency 
of sonority is surpassed only by 
his alertness to every telling detail 
of the score. 


The whole CD is a delicious, 
judicious mix of song and purely 
orchestral works by Ravel and De¬ 
bussy: the former’s Le tombeau de 
Couperin and “Menuet antique,” 
Debussy’s Danses. If Alison Hagley 
can’t quite come up to von Otter’s 
exalted level in “Le jet d’eau” and 
the Trois Ballades de Francois Vil¬ 
lon, she brings the same refine¬ 
ment to her close partnership with 
Boulez, 

Pushing back 

American gay countertenor 
(not a redundancy) David Daniels 
has worked hard to push back the 
boundaries of the repertoire for 
his voice type, with mostly com¬ 
mendable results. Someone who 
cared about either his career or his 
vocal health might have talked 
him out of his latest excursion, 
into Les nuits d’ete. 

Previously, it hasn’t :<.unded 
•like he’s working hard singing 
“new” repertoire, but the Berlioz 
cycle: is clearly all he can handle, 
and it’s beyond what most listen¬ 
ers will be able to take. 

Berlioz composed the six songs 
with different singers in mind, so 
any individual singer hoping to 
bring out all their aspects had bet¬ 
ter start with vocal amplitude. 
Crespin and Baker had it, in abun¬ 
dance, and what one took away 
from their accounts of the cycle 
was just that — riches, with noth¬ 
ing missing. 

Accompanied by the Ensemble 
Orchestral de Paris (what’s that? 
sounds suspiciously like a pick-up 
band) under John Nelson, Daniels 
sounds stretched to the limit 
throughout. He’s too good a mu¬ 
sician not to give refined, thought¬ 
ful interpretations of these fa¬ 
mous songs. But the rapture and 
despair of these six distinctive love 
songs, and the many gradations of 
feeling between, remain beyond 
his vocal grasp. 

Daniles sounds completely pre¬ 
occupied with nailing all the notes 
and then doing the right things 
with them. True friends would also 
confide to Daniels that the tell-tale 
old-lady sound that has spelled the 
beginning of the end of many a 
major countertenor career is al¬ 
ready rearing its ugly head. His 
principal rival, Andreas Scholl, had 
it early, and shed it. Daniels ought 
to beware. T 
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DAVID REIGN 





Bay Area Times 


li/vVlii ILlilUU 


"Joyously wonderfu, 

Jan Wahl 

KRON-TV, KCBS-Radio 


DAVID REIGN 

k Nice and Easy 


Coming This Fall 


IT’S BETTER WITH A BAND 


Available at 
Tower Records 

(Market and Noe) 

Streetlight Records 
DavidReign.com 


"A consummate 
entertainer." 


-John Stark 
People Magazine 


"A knockout CD" 

Gene Price . 


photo:klarc.com 
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For the New Location Update please visit: 
www. bench-and-bar. com 


Latin 
Explosion 

Fridays 

Dj. Jorge 
spins the 
latest in 
Latin 
& House 
music. 

Free 

Before 10pm 
with Ad. 

*Fiss nt Tilii tir spctiil evuts. 



La Bota 
Loca 

S/tTURDAZS 
Cumbia, 
Banda. 
Norteha 
& Pop. 

Mmmr Show 

w WITH SPECIAL QUEST 


liiituteikiuMiaw 

510.M4.22BS 



My Wesco Boss Engineer Boots after a 
hot day? My socks in a plastic bag? 
What would you bid on Ebay?” 

Grant, Sail Francisco 


STOMPERSBOOT8.com 

323 - 10th Street, San Francisco 
at Folsom 1-888-BOOTMAN 





www.nobhilltheatre.com 


Adult Theatri 

"Famous From TUB DavWe Ooenei 


$10 OFF Admission 
Before 12 Noon!!! 


?s mmeisi 

WQIOZV HOLES! 

16 Live 

Sex Cams 

on the web!! 


729 Bush St. @ Powell 

$5 ALL NIGHT PARKING BUSH & STOCKTON 





Frameline 28 


M Arts cover 


Go Fish: 10th Anniversary This 
still very cool low-tech lesbian- 
date treat revolutionized the new 
queer cinema not so much on¬ 
screen as in its pioneering post¬ 
production financial deal that 
paved the way for a lot of neat 
films to get their funding. The 
centerpiece of the Rose Troche 
Frameline Award program. (Cas¬ 
tro, 6/25) 


Lennon just before the Fab Four 
spun into pop orbit. A dozen years 
later, Munch takes the subject of 
pop-star incest one silly step fur¬ 
ther, to involve a relationship be¬ 
tween actual siblings. Harry and 
Max talk about the origins of their 
attraction: “God! Now I feel guilty 
for making you gay.” “I already 
knew what I wanted.” “When you 
were seven.” “Yep.” 

Cole Williams astonishes as 
Max, the younger brother who has 
to learn to be a “big brother” to his 
cynical sibling, Harry. A superfi¬ 
cial resemblance to one of the 
Hansons doesn’t hurt, but 
Williams’ real talent is to breath 
life into a truly original character 
who can really regard the act of 
sex as an extension of friendship 
and the basis for love. 

Harry and Max is less about in¬ 
cest than it is a humane dissection 
of a pivotal if troubled family re¬ 
lationship. A nifty supporting cast 
including Rain Phoenix, Tom 
Gilroy, Michelle Phillips and 
Justin Zachary gives emotional 
weight to Max’s choices. We feel 
that the small world we glimpse is 
part of a very real universe that we 
should all navigate with as much 
grace as Max does. (Castro, 6/25) 


Father and Son Odd as it may 

appear to queer eyes, incest is not 
the issue between a father and son 
whose intense if inscrutable bond 
makes it impossible for us to dis¬ 
cern who they are for several min¬ 
utes into this fantastically imag¬ 
ined short feature. Director 
Alexander Sokurov, who amazed 
American audiences with his elab¬ 
orately staged single-take tour of 
the Hermitage in Russian Ark, 
now gives us another splendid 
story filmed, as one critic put it, 
“in one breath.” 

Father (the imperiously hand¬ 
some Andrei Shetinin) and Son 
(the-charmingly ferocious Alexei 
Neimyshev) have lived together 
since the son was conceived when 
the father was a military cadet of 
20. The father now wants the son 
to pick up military life where he 
himself was forced to abandon it. 
The son is reluctant to tear him¬ 
self away from the one strong 
bond he has known and trusted. A 
telling piece of dialogue pops up 
twice: “A father who loves his son 
crucifies him. A son who loves his 
father sacrifices himself for him.” 

Shot in hypnotically burnished 
sepia tones in Lisbon, Portugal, 
Father arid Son demands to be ab¬ 
sorbed for its beauty and auda¬ 
cious performances. (Roxie, 6/24) 

Brother to Brother The major 
queer coup at Sundance was the 
Special Grand Jury Prize given to 
Rodney Evans for his drama ex¬ 
ploring a young black gay college 
student’s attempt to own his sexu¬ 
ality and stake a claim to his cul¬ 
ture through a friendship with an 


A 10th anniversary screening of Go Fish is part of a Rose Troche tribute. 


D.E.B.S. Angela Robinson’s fol¬ 
low-up to her Sundance-ac¬ 
claimed short is as different from 
Go Fish as catfish is from sushi, 
but both will tide you over be¬ 
tween more substantial meals. 
(Castro, 6/27, closing night) ▼ 


A young, black, gay student's sexuality figures in Brother to Brother. 


Raspberry Reich is filmmaker Bruce La Bruce's newest pom extravaganza. 


older writer rooted in the Harlem 
Renaissance. Evans’ film contains 
a powerful scene with echoes of 
the writing of James Baldwin, in 
which the young man describes 
being kicked out of his house by 
his enraged father. “It’s like when 
my dad caught me with this guy in 
my room. He was kicking the shit 
out of me. And he just kept 
screaming, ‘Not in my house!’” 
(Herbst, 6/25) 

Sugar This deliciously tawdry tale 
from the hard streets of Toronto 
concerns the misadventures of a 
lovely suburban lad (curly-haired 
cherub Andre Noble) who is given 
a joint, a skateboard and the ad¬ 
vice to get himself properly laid as 
an 18th birthday present. In a few 
silly miles, Cliff navigates between 
different worlds. Based very loose¬ 
ly on short stories by Canadian 
film diva Bruce LaBruce, Sugar 
puts us kissing-close to Cliff and 
his idea of a dream date, pretty- 
boy hustler Butch (a break¬ 
through turn by TV’s Brendan 
Fehr, who can go from seductive 
to psycho scary faster than you 
can eat your cornflakes). Corn¬ 
flakes become the occasion for 
one of the screen’s most electric 
mutual jack-off scenes. There’s 
also an oddly impassioned kiss, 


but in fact the lack of a physical 
bond is what keeps Cliff and 
Butch from becoming an item. 

Director John Palmer and his 
co-writer Todd Klinck make some 
shrewd decisions on what not to 
show us. A bevy of trashy street 
queens are nicely treated in one 
grand moment, and then pretty 
much forgotten as the film gets 
down to the deadly push/pull on 
Cliff and Butch of their diametri¬ 
cally opposed views towards life. 
Cliff tugs at your heart (tears shed 
after a spanking and, more seri¬ 
ously, after date rape), and Butch 
will be remembered as the rent- 
boy who stared death in the face 
and didn’t blink. (Castro, 6/24) 

Raspberry Reich Famous or in¬ 
famous for porn dramas like Hus¬ 
tler White, Super 8 1/2 and No Skin 
Off My Ass, Toronto-based Bruce 
La Bruce’s newest porn extrava¬ 
ganza should entertain if not fetch 
awards. LaBruce is as fascinated as 
Fassbinder was by the “revolu¬ 
tionary” antics of the Baader- 
Meinhof gang. What if this gang 
of terrorists suffered its own kind 
of sexual nervous breakdown after 
kidnapping the son of a rich in¬ 
dustrialist? A hip music score, 
loads of shaking booty, and phal¬ 
lic gun imagery will make you 
happy you stayed up late. (Castro, 
6/25) 
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^ Look for our M 
booth at SF Pride! 


RESORT + SPA 

experience the new russian river. 


reservations j 707.869.2706 
8 66.73. RE LAX 


The Russian River’s 
Best Getaway 

'707) 869-8105 
ivww.ferngrove.com 


FINE WINE AND COUNTRY DESIGN 
IN THE RUSSIAN RIVER VALLEY 


ST. GUERNEVILLE, CA 95446 
707 869 1234 


707.865J 143 •Monte Rio 

wWvv.riovilla.com 


DE SALVIO 


Biggest Gay Dance Club North of the Golden Gate 


rho » 


cruise.dance 


7* Jsmnb 


cattle company 


Sun July 4 

FAB'S 
FAMOUS 
FOAM PARTY 


Sat. July 3 

BLACKLIGHT 


16225 main st. guerneville 
(707) 869 - 4500 


www.russianrivereagle.com 


everyone’s good time saloon 


clubfaib.com (707)869-5708 


YOUR PRIVATE RESORT at the RIVER 


GUEST RANCH 


ROADHOUSE 

RESTAURANT 


get polished, buffed, wrapped 
arid rubbed at our full service 
spa, then after dinner, relax 
in front of your own fireplace 
in nothing but a fluffy robe... 
and a smile... 


come to the river 


www.retreatresort.biz 

info@retreatresort.biz 


relax by the pool 
dance at the Bunkhouse 
eat at the Roactiouse 
work out in the gym 
get a massage 


Russian 


24 Deluxe Rooms 
3 Full Bars * 

Main Bar, Pool Bar 
& Piano Bar 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Karaoke 
Comedy Night 
Piano Bar 

AUSSIE TIMS 
TEXAS BARBEQUE 
RESTAURANT 

Pool & 

Hot Tub/Spa 


Inn*at The Willows 

4\ \|■ i —• 

NEW ORGANIC SPA 

i w t>\ n 


Check our website for calendar of events 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
707.869.0656 


www. I nn A tTb eW i 11 ows.coip 
l707.869.28il, Guerneville, 


River Resort hoTtSSp. 

Comer 4th & Mill ~ Guerneville ~ 1-800-4-1-RESORT 


WWWeFIFES.COM 

16467 Highway 116. guerneville 


■ ■ v ■ i 


fern Grove (ottatw 


C T5 


Village |nn 
Monte Rio 


VIWE LIFE 


5 < 


Hotel - Bar - Restaurant 
707-865-2304 
www.villageinn-ca.com 


Great River 
707 - 869-9067 


Creekside 

Inn & Resort 


Leather, Swimwear, T's, Tanks, 
Muscles and Adult Items. 


Gotham 
Body Piercing 

P i 16216 Main St 
Ilf 869-5791 


Rio Villa 

Beach Resort 
"reta^dong the river' 


Russian an island of 
River relaxation 
inasea 

Massage of stress 


flEjllPTHE RIVER 


800 - 776-6586 

www.creeksideinn.com 
stay@creek$ideinn .com 


869-3322 


.sonic.netV-rosemari 


16212 Main St., Guerneville, CA 95446 


WWW 


When You Want The Very Best” 


For mors information contact Russian River Chamber of Commerce at 1-877-644*9001 • www.russiannver.com 

Partial Funding for this ad provided by CastroBear Presents and Gus Presents 









































90 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 June 2004 




Francisco 

430-1199 
Oakland 

10) 343-1122 

Alto 

223-0505 

Concord 

(925) 695-1100 

San Jose 

(408) 514-1111 

Vallejo 


707) 


1111 


free code 3554 


C^f^MegaMates .com 
The next generation of internet Dating FREE! 

Live Video/Audio/Text Chat • Create, Send & View Videos 
Totally Private • No Ads Or Pop-Ups 


1 

|ama-Ri 

ima! 

wishes 
everyone a 
glamorous 
queer Pride! 

1 


417 South Van Ness at 15th 

• 861-6LAM 


Gay pride on parade 


G rove Press has just released 
The Last Sunday in June, a 
collection of plays by 
Jonathan Tolins including If 
Memory Serves, The Twilight of 
the Golds, and the title play (in 
paperback, $13). The Last Sunday 
in June begins with a gay couple 
in their 30s, Michael and Tom, 
watching the Gay Pride parade 
from the window of their 
Christopher Street apartment. 
The following excerpts are re¬ 
printed courtesy of the publisher. 

Tom: What am I missing? 

M ichael: Lesbians. A whole lot of 
lesbians. 

Tom: What would you call that? 
A pack of lesbians? 

Michael: I don’t know. Maybe a 
loaf. A loaf of lesbians.... 

Tom (into phone): Hello? Hi, 


Hot rockin’ gays 

M page 84 

comes off as a bubbly, high-energy 
anthem with the refrain: “There is 
no enemy coming. But you’re mak¬ 
ing enemies, Condoleezz.” The 
mind resists the seriousness of 
Waller’s charge because the music 
seems too light to be carrying such 
an awful truth, holcombewaller.com 

Sacket wrench 

“I was going down to the dark 
points in my life in writing this 
album,” says the darkly handsome 


Mom. Happy Gay Pride Day. 
Yeah, it’s always the last Sunday 
in June. We’re very proud. Aren’t 
we, Mikey? 

Michael: Practically bursting at 
the seams.... 

Tom (into phone): Yeah, the pa¬ 
rade finishes down our street. 
You should see it, it’s a sea of 
rainbow flags down there. 

Michael: I am so over the rainbow. 

Tom: It’s inspiring. We’re going 
to miss all this living in the sticks. 
No, there’s no Gay Pride parade 
in Nyack. ... Well wave to you 
and Dad on TV. Watch for us. I’m 
going as a nun, and Michael is 
dressed as Erin Brockovich. 

Michael: Why do you do that to 
her? 

Tom: I’m kidding, Mom. We 
won’t be on TV. Relax. No, we’re 


Sacha Sacket of his enchanting, 
lushly produced album Shadowed 
(Golden Sphinx Records, Sacha- 
Sacket.com). Sacket was in town 
last week to play a low-key gig for a 
sparse crowd at Club Deluxe, an 
old-time, laidback straight bar in 
the Upper Haight, where the bar¬ 
tender was talking at the top of his 
lungs and the patrons on stools 
kept their backs turned. Those of 
us paying attention, however, ex¬ 
perienced a supremely talented 
artist. The dynamic LA-based 
singer/songwriter put his whole 
delicious body into his playing. He 
spoke of heartbreak, and you could 


going to 
Pottery 
Barn to 
buy lamps. 

See how 
well you 
raised me? 

I have no spirit left. 

Michael (looking out the win¬ 
dow): Thong.... 

Michael: I hate Gay Pride Day. It 
makes me feel ugly and out-of¬ 
step. And mean. 

Tom: You’re not ugly. You’re my 
cutie. Hi, cutie. (He snuggles up 
against Michael.) 

M ichael: Don’t. I’m trying to stay 
mad. 

Tom: You should be on one of those 
floats out there. The cutie float. 

M ichael: My thong’s at the clean¬ 
ers. ▼ 


hear it in his songs, played with a 
seductiveness so deep I felt Sacket’s 
razor-sharp lyrics at my throat. His 
splendid multi-octave voice, sweet 
and deadly, curved around me like 
vines seeking out my soul. Sacket’s 
deep-blue eyes in a Mediterranean 
complexion pierced my defensive 
shield, and I succumbed to his lure. 
The man is simply one of the sexi¬ 
est, sultriest singers ever to grace 
our city, and even if you have to go 
to a straight dive to hear him, it’s 
worth the diversion. 

Sacket will perform at Club 
Deluxe, 1509 Haight St., on Tues¬ 
day, July 6, at 8:30 p.m. ▼ 
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Join us Pride Sunday at our main stage booth, 
where you can meet Falcon Exclusive Models 
and Chi Chi LaRue, have a photo taken 
with your favorite Falcon star 
for charity, and get special pricing and 

free gifts with -purchase of Falcon titles. 


falconstudios.com 


© Gay Times May 2004. Photographed by Jay Eft 
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Ferry tales and Euro boyfriends 

More film shorts to look out for in Frameline 28 



by David Lamble 


he last four days of the 
Frameline 28 film festival in¬ 
clude intriguing short films 
from the three programs sampled 
below. 

Euro Trip Styx In one of this 
year’s best short dramas, two gor¬ 
geous German loverboys have a 
small problem: Mark (blond and 
butch Adolf Munstermann) is a 
sailor on a ferryboat on a route 
across Lake Constance, while at 
home waits Adrien (brooding, an¬ 
gelic brunet Torsten Schwjck). 

“I’ll buy us the house. You’ll get 
your red curtains. And belong to 
me!” “And I go nuts!” “I’m going 
to marry you!” 

Showing that the marriage bed 
can easily become the Procrustean 
bed, director Falk Ulbrich mixes 
Greek myth, Teutonic passion and 
a filmmaking palette that includes 
the most minutely observed de¬ 
tails of ferryboat life, and a suffo¬ 
catingly precise description of a 
drowning man’s last moments. 
Styx should give any potential 
same-sex couple pause before 
rushing down to secure the ties 
that can both bind and choke the 
life out of a promising relation¬ 
ship. The fact that Mark is a 
Genet-like image of the sailor 
from Hell, and that Adrien is every 
sad poet’s dream of a fickle youth 
worth locking up, only raises the 
stakes. Ulbrich’s camera has a 
great grasp of faces young and old, 
restless and resigned. Mark yearns 


Minutely observed details of ferry life and German lovers in Styx. 


to be a ferry captain with a beau¬ 
tiful boy waiting at home, while 
Adrien sees his future mixing 
tracks at a trendy Berlin disco. 
Lovers kiss, blood is spilled, and 
haunting images linger. 

My German Boyfriend Director 
Wayne Yung dissects with humor 
and pathos a young Chinese man’s 
answer to the age-old problem of 
the mail-order bride with a few 
too many possible grooms. Yung 
has great fun at the expense of 
every stereotype about over-the- 
top Germans, pitted against 
cliches about Western Culture’s 
relentless desire to emasculate 
Chinese men. Finding the perfect 
German boyfriend in Hamburg 
turns out to be about as hard as 
digging to China from there. (Cas¬ 


tro, 6/27) 

Boys by the Bay Drowning River 
Phoenix Hell has no fury like a 
pop fan’s obsessive claims on the 
corpse of the beloved. Director 
Cam Archer and his Santa Cruz 
posse take liberties with the pret¬ 
ty-boy movie icon’s drug overdose 
demise outside Johnny Depp’s 
Viper Lounge. If your first name 
happens to be Joaquin or Rain, 
you may find this short film ob¬ 
noxious, but if you’re one of the 
millions of fans like me who were 
quite devastated the day this beau¬ 
ty died, this meditation on the ab¬ 
surdities of fame (with the come¬ 
ly Jasper Bell standing in for 
River) may prove a tonic for the 
soul, as well as an eye-candy pit- 


A scene from Tim Eicher's Waiting For the Ball To Drop. 


stop. 

ALC2: From SF to LA w/Love 
Director Samuel Rodriguez cap¬ 
tures the essence of why people do 
the annual AIDS bikeathon. Muni 
to the Marriage San Francisco’s 
beloved cinema minimalist, the 
peripatetic Stuart Gaffney (will he 
ever do a feature?) gives his unique 
take on same-sex martial bliss. 
Waiting for the Ball To Drop For 
those eager for sexy fiction with a 
bite, Tim Eicher’s short is a cau¬ 
tionary tale on how not to usher in 
the new year. (Herbst, 6/26) 

Girls by the Bay Rock in a Hard 
Place 11-year-old Jesse (the re¬ 
markable Sasha Harrison) is 
picked on in class because she’s a 
’tweener: not quite a traditional 


tomboy, and not wanting to be a 
little girl battling the embarrass¬ 
ing signs of early puberty. Invited 
to dinner at the home of a class¬ 
mate, the intuitive Jacob (Daniel 
Zinna gives some heavy lines a 
nice offhand delivery), Jesse learns 
that “normal” is very much a 
moveable feast. Director Sara St. 
Martin Lynne gets a lot of mileage 
from a tableful of the kind of col¬ 
orful nonconformists you’d ex¬ 
pect to meet in an Anne Tyler 
novel. Especially intriguing is 
Jacob’s paint-sniffing older broth¬ 
er, Ken (Staniel Crass), who push¬ 
es Jesse to view her situation in a 
different light. (Herbst, 6/26) T 


www.frameline.org.festival 
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|LA Male Models 

Are you Hot? 

We want to meet you! 

Call Us Now 1-866-75MODEL 

Get Paid On The Spot! (6 6 3 3 5 ] 
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THE ARTISTS GALLERY 

4406-A 18 ,b STREET @ Eureka 
3 Blocks up from Castro St. 
Next to Now Voyager Travel 
(415) 626-0767 


Come visit our Neighborhood Open Art Gallery 
Work of Several Artists - Reasonable Prices 
Signed Original Paintings - Prints & Lithographs 
Abstract - Contemporary Works 

Gallery Hours: M-F 11am to 4pm, Sa-Su 11am to 2pm 
Call for private appointment 



Performances at the San Jose Center far the Performing Arts 
For Creep Sales. Please Call 408-453-1523 
TTY 400-453-7154 UHKJJftH 


V: 


AMERICAN 

MUSICAL THEATRE 


8DB AMARAL ANOY TAYUK 

UPSET 

mr nous tmuwmw ,na i&ib 



Hear and now 

'Big River' interweaves speaking , signing 


by Richard Dodds 


f ven though Big River was a 
jpi box-office hit and won the 
lk^ Tony Award in 1985, there 
hasn’t been any noticeable clamor 
for a Broadway revival. The show 
is fun and tuneful and has a heart, 
but it’s not quite the stuff of a clas¬ 
sic that bears frequent return vis¬ 
its. At least not an ordinary return 
visit, which the touring produc¬ 
tion at the Curran certainly is not. 

Working with a cast that is half 
deaf and half hearing, director Jeff 
Calhoun has used the Huck Finn 
musical to create a fascinating hy¬ 
brid that interweaves the speaking 
and signing cast members into a 
kind of ballet that merges words 
and gestures. Beautiful to behold, 
it frequently adds poignancy to 
the tale. 

Originally staged by Deaf West 
Theatre in a tiny theater in Los 
Angeles, the show’s success led to a 
run at the Mark Taper Forum in 
LA before the Roundabout The¬ 
atre brought it to Broadway. The 
production has expanded accord¬ 
ingly, and several Broadway veter¬ 
ans were brought in for key roles, 
but the basics have remained the 
same — including deaf actor Ty¬ 
rone Giordano as a beguiling 
Huckleberry Finn. 

Giordano is teamed with hear¬ 
ing actor Michael McElroy as the 
runaway slave Jim, and the pattern 
continues in other key pairings: 
the Widow Douglas and Miss 
Watson, the scheming Duke and 
King, and in the case of Pap, 


“In terms of the amendment 
thing,” he said on the phone, 
“whatever you think of gay mar¬ 
riage, you cannot help but think 
it’s absolutely disgusting that the 
leader of a country would want to 
change the Constitution that’s 
been in effect for centuries, pure¬ 
ly to discriminate against a section 
of its citizens.” 

Cumming wants the right to 
marry another man, but isn’t sure 
he would exejcise that right any 
time soon. “I’m actually a little 
commitmentphobic right now,” 
he said. “I did become a domestic 
partner in New York with a man, 
which was the most you could do 
then, and then I had to dissolve it. 
It was a hideously Kafkaesque ex¬ 
perience to go back to City Hall 
and have myself dissolved.” 

Now in a relationship with a 
young man not in show business, 
Cumming is getting a kick from 
his Reefer Madness work. “It’s 
quite subversive,” he said. “I can’t 
believe it’s being made.” 

Has Cumming ever partaken 
of the drug marijuana? “I have,” he 
said. “My big thing is everything 
in moderation, including moder¬ 
ation. But you never hear about 
some bloke high on marijuana 
beating up his wife. You only get 
pleasant or boring on it.” ▼ 


Alan Cumming 

A Arts cover 


I used to do boys in college.’ It 
wasn’t until later, when I was hav¬ 
ing a male relationship, that I felt 
it was appropriate to talk about it 
in a more announcing way.” 

Cumming followed his full-out 
Hamlet with the radically refig¬ 
ured emcee in Cabaret, both pro¬ 
duced at London’s Donmar Ware¬ 
house. The combination, he said, 
fed into a nervous breakdown. 

“I think it’s kind of tacky to say, 
‘Oh, I played Hamlet and he made 
me go all funny,’ but he did really, 
sort of. The role is utterly exhaust¬ 
ing, and if you do it correctly, 
you’re delving into areas of your 
life that are very difficult, like your 
relationship with your parents. I 
began remembering things that 
had happened in my childhood. 
So I was going through huge expe¬ 
riences emotionally, and at the 
same time you’re playing this 
head-fucky part, and then you go 
into this extraordinarily exhaust¬ 
ing and sexually provocative role, 
and, yeah, it was pretty intense, 
and it all combined to give me a 
little nervy B, as we call it.” 

Cumming was acclaimed for 
his portrayal of the emcee in the 



'I'm a little commitmentphobic.' 


1993 London production of 
Cabaret, but it did not ignite his 
career the way the Broadway pro¬ 
duction did five years later. “I in¬ 
habited the role better,” he said. 
“Because of where I was in my life, 
I was comfortable with myself, so 
I was able to be more provoca¬ 
tive.” 

Cumming has become outspo¬ 
ken on issues of sexual freedom. A 
visit to his website (alancum- 
ming.com) finds his opinions on 
the call for a Constitutional 
amendment on gay marriage. 



Tyrone Giordano (Huck Finn) amd Michael McElroy (Jim) in Big River 


Huck’s drunken father, two actors 
who play the single character who 
is always seeing double. It’s an ex¬ 
ample of the invention brought to 
the production. 

All the actors use American 
Sign Language, whether they are 
speaking or being spoken for, and 
the gestures can illustrate and 
sometimes enhance what is being 
expressed. The dialogue for each 
of the deaf principals is spoken by 
a particular performer who stands 
off to the side but focuses his or 
her attention on the scene and 
helps direct our attention to the 
character who is “speaking.” 

In the case of Huck, it is Daniel 
Jenkins, playing the narrating Mark 


speaking both from the shadows 
and sometimes in a kind of dosey- 
doe with Giordano’s Huck Finn. 
The only complaint is an amplifica¬ 
tion system that sometimes makes 
it hard to understand Jenkins. 

One of the production’s most 
memorable moments comes near 
the end of the show, as the entire 
cast is onstage singing and signing 
the gospel-fueled “Waitin’ for the 
Light To Shine.” Abruptly, both 
the band and singers go quiet, 
leaving only the sight of a stageful 
of artistically emotive hands at 
work in a stunning silence. 

Big River will run at the Curran 
Theatre through July 10. Tickets 
are $30-$85.‘ Call 512-7770 or go 
to bestofbroadway-sf.com. ▼ 


Russian masters 

◄ page 85 

the New York World Telegram 
huffed that “the Russian compos¬ 
er should not have expressed his 
feelings about the defeat of 
Nazism is such a childish man¬ 
ner.” That reminds me of the time 
guest conductor Gunther Herbig 
led a magnificent performance of 
the harrowing Shostakovich 


Fourth right after the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, and the morning 
paper complained that the work 
wasn’t “uplifting.” 

Everybody knows the Fifth be¬ 
cause Leonard Bernstein conduct¬ 
ed it in an electric manner that 
plgased even a tough critic like 
Shostakovich himself. Gergiev gives 
a more rational interpretation; his 
Kirov Orchestra has grown finer in 
the 15 years since the Soviet Union 
collapsed. However, I still prefer 


Temirkanov’s brooding interpreta¬ 
tion, in which he drives home every 
dissonance and makes the silences 
cut like knives. Also, he is leading 
the orchestra that gave the world 
premieres of both works in 1937 
and ’45. 

Both conductors make a Hayd- 
nesque Happy Meal of the cheeky 
Ninth, a piece of music that de¬ 
serves to be better-known and not 
drowned in all that tiresome and 
by now de trop political blather. ▼ 
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VACCINE-PREVENTABLE 
HEPATITIS (VPH)* IS... 


...VACCINE PREVENTABLE. 



Men who have sex with men are at greater risk for VPH. What's more, condoms may not protect 
you from VPH infection. You can be infected by someone who doesn't even know they have VPH, 
because VPH may be more contagious before symptoms develop. VPH is easy to get, but can be 
prevented. Get vaccinated. 



*VPH INCLUDES HEPATITIS A AND HEPATITIS B. HEPATITIS C IS NOT VACCINE PREVENTABLE. 

\§\\ 


GLMA 

GAY & LESBIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
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Underwear/Jockstraps Every Pay All Pay! 

Jack Off Warehouse 

- at the Circle 4 Club 


S|lf| 


SF's Only Nighttime and Daytime J/0 Club 
Club open daily 10 a m. ~ midnight 
J/O Warehouse open daily 12 noon until closing 
Mandatory clothes check Tue & Fri eve - Optional Sat & Sun 

Circle J Club 

369 Ellis St. (between Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART • Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 


Straight guy- 
on-guy bonanza 

The/re homy & hot, just don't call them gay 


by John F. Karr 


mm 




HOHDAY ■ NAKED NIGHT 

Everyone noted including employees 

TUESDAY-CHEAP HEAT 

ft entry fee oil night 

WEDNESDAY - BULGE 

Muscle Night 

THURSDAY • JUVENILE HALL 

(S-2S ftan oW FREE incarceration 
with membership. 

SIM-fill NIGHT 

Cum feed the Been 


E+GLORY HOLES +SUNGS 


H ey, all you queers who 
hunger after straight boys. 
They’re beginning to 
hunger for you. 

At least, that’s how it’s going 
down at Defiant Productions, 
where gay sex isn’t just for gay 
boys anymore. The small compa¬ 
ny’s amateur movies steadily de¬ 
liver str8 guys proudly blooming 
into their — and by that I mean 
our — sexuality before our very 
eyes. 

What’s the difference between 
Defiant guys and the mainstream 
industry’s gay-for-pay? Truth and 
Adventure. Defiant films guaran¬ 
tee No Lie; these guys aren’t pre¬ 
tending to be gay. They’re neither 
feigning nor withholding emo¬ 
tion. Despite the fact that they are, 
of course, being paid, they’re per¬ 
forming for the sense of adven¬ 
ture. Rebellion was never so re¬ 
warding or self-revealing as com¬ 
pany founder Joe Serna makes it. 
While numerous amateur video 
companies ransack straight boys, 
few show Defiant’s casual skill 
at encouraging homosexu¬ 
alities among performers 
for their benefit as well 
as ours. “My goal,” 

Serna told me recently, 

“is to show people ex¬ 
ploring their sexuality 
and enjoying themselves 
in a calm 
and safe 



(Left to right:) Tye and Brett Peters in Defiant's Who Would've Thought 



Karrnal Knowledge 



environ- _ 

ment.” 

Just don’t call Serna’s movies 
gay. He prefers to call the action 
guy-on-guy, which sidesteps la¬ 
bels. “Terminology makes a huge 
difference,” he said. Similarly, he 
explained, when a performer de¬ 
cides he wants his first experience 
fucking a guy, “I can’t ask why he 


chose a particular partner, it 
makes them think too much 
about it.” So he says his 
movies are simply 
about str8 guys bond¬ 
ing. Spared the emo¬ 
tional attachment 
, that signals gay to 
these guys, they real¬ 
ize that playing 
around with another guy 
is just sex. 
As they 
edge into 
gay sex — 

oops, guy-on-guy sex — they find 
it’s a good thing. And who doesn’t 
wanna get in on a good thing? 
Watching these guys open up, you 
realize that these are the str8 vot¬ 
ers who will end up passing gay 
rights laws. 

The company name doesn’t 


Open SundayThruThursday 9:00am -2:00am, Fri & Sat 9:00am - 7 :00am 


THE 



EATER 


STILL THE BEST DEAL IN TOWN 

^145 ED DY ST. BETWEEN TAYLOR AND MASON STs. ONE BLOCK FROM HALUD/FS PLAZA (CABLE CAR, BART AND MU NI STATION.) 


LIVE EROTIC J/O SHOWS 


AUDTIONERS FOR A LIVE 
I SHOW JOE ARE WELCOME WHEN 
1 THERE IS AN OPENING. 


FREE LOCKER WITH REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT. 
WE ARE NOT RESPOSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOST FROM 
LOCKERS. 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ADMISSION PRICE (MON. THRU FRI. ONLY) 
SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 


SMOKERS ARE ALLOWED TO EXIT FOR SMOKE. 5 T010 MIN. ONLY 


RETURN PASS ARE GOOD FOR ONE TIME ONLY 




Main screen: 2movies change Monday/ 2movies change Fri 
Lower Lounge Screen: Four movies change Wedn. 
Upper Lounge Screen: Three Special Movies Change Fri. 

INFO TELE. 415-885-9887 


mean Defiant is flipping the bird 
at viewers, like those old reliably 
straight performers who felt ob¬ 
ligated to defend themselves by 
showing disdain for us. The name 
is Serna’s way of announcing he’s 
going against the grain of both 
mainstream and amateur porn. 
Besides, the horny sk8rboys who 
make up the majority of Defiant’s 
casts get off on the imagery. “It’s a 
mind fuck for most of my guys,” 
Serna said of the defiance of ex¬ 
pected str8 boy norms that defines 
Defiant’s players. “They love to 
tease and play with their viewers.” 

Room service 

Only one of about 30 guys 
Serna approaches will eventually 
appear in a movie. If a new guy is 
still interested after an interview, 
there’s that first movie, when 
Serna leaves them alone in a room 
with the camera running. Should 
a second film ensue, Serna’s in the 
room. The third time, it’s likely 
that there’s another boy in the 
room. Jacking off with a buddy 
can start things percolating. Typi¬ 
cal is Shane, a white-trashy con¬ 
struction worker who’s made 
films for Serna since Defiant’s in¬ 
ception. He was wary about open¬ 
ing up a private ritual, insisting, “I 
can do that if I don’t see the other 
guy.” Serna put a chair between 
them. A year later, cozying up on a 
couch, Shane accepted head from 
a guy for the first time. Soon after, 
he licked the cock of groovy 
Brock. And in the next film, he 
sucked it. “I did it for the fans,” 
Shane explained. As eager as most 
Defiant performers to please his 
audience, Shane’s now eating 
cum, screwin’ and playin’ around 
with the boys like it came natural¬ 
ly — as indeed, he found, it does. 

Serna is canny about encour¬ 
aging such discoveries, saying, “I 
feel less like a director than an in¬ 
stigator.” He’s a facilitator who 
provides a level of comfort that’s 
largely absent in most other ama¬ 
teur films, and then lets the guys 
see how far they can take them¬ 
selves. He slioots without assis¬ 
tants, to keep the models relaxed, 
and resists getting involved in 
their scenes. Meaning he doesn’t 
distract the guys with small talk 
while they’re trying to get into it. 

page 101 ► 
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Self portraits 

Orson Welles movies at the Castro Theatre 



by Tavo Amador 


here but for the grace of 
God, goes God,” a wag said 
of Orson Welles (1915-85); 
before he made his first picture. 
His ego, talent, and self-indul¬ 
gence were legendary. The Castro 
Theatre is running a retrospective 
of many of his remarkable films 
June 28-July 9, and they’re worth 
seeing, or seeing again. 

Success with the Mercury The¬ 
ater in New York brought Welles 
to Hollywood. His War of the 
Worlds (’38) radio broadcast, 
which convinced thousands of lis¬ 
teners that Martians had invaded 
Earth, made him famous. Im¬ 
pressed, RKO offered him 
$100,000 to produce, write, direct, 
and star in a movie of his choice, 
without studio interference — an 
unprecedented deal for a film 
novice. He considered Joseph 
Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, but 
chose screenwriter Herman 
Mankiewicz’s (older brother of All 
About Eve's Joseph Mankiewicz) 
script for Citizen Kane (’41), 
loosely based on the life of pub¬ 
lisher William Randolph Hearst. 
Welles played Kane from youth to 


grotesque old man, casting Mer¬ 
cury actors Joseph Cotten, Agnes 
Moorehead, Ray Collins, Everett 
Sloane in key roles. Kane was at¬ 
tacked by the Hearst press, then 
the mbst powerful in America, 
and.failed financially, but soon 
was considered a masterpiece and 
an eerie look at what Welles him¬ 
self would become. It won the 
Best Screenplay Oscar, with Welles 
listed as co-author, although 
Mankiewicz was the sole writer. 
Greg Toland’s stunning cine¬ 
matography and Bernard Her¬ 
mann’s score were hugely influen¬ 
tial. It’s certainly more entertain¬ 
ing than most other “great” 
movies. It’s teamed with a semi¬ 
documentary, F For Fake (’74), 
about charlatans like Clifford Irv¬ 
ing, art forger Elmyr de Hory, and 
Welles. (6/28-29) 

Welles directed and narrated 
The Magnificent Ambersons (’42), 
from Booth Tarkington’s novel 
about the decline of a wealthy 
American family at the turn of the 
century. After seeing the grim 
ending, nervous RKO executives 
changed it, but until then, its bril¬ 
liant, with Moorehead’s extraordi¬ 
nary Aunt Fanny, Cotten, Collins, 
Dolores Costello, handsome Tim 


Holt, and a young Anne Baxter. 
(6/30-7/2) 

Welles directed and played The 
Stranger (’46), an ex-Nazi who has 
become an esteemed college pro¬ 
fessor married to lovely Loretta 
Young. His fascination with an¬ 
tique clocks tips off Edward G. 
Robinson that he’s not what he 
seems. The film is beautifully pho¬ 
tographed and suspenseful, but 
Welles the actor has too much 
gravitas. Charlton Heston insisted 
Welles star in and direct the as¬ 
tonishing Touch of Evil (’58). Al¬ 
ready obese, he is grotesquely 
padded as a corrupt American 
sheriff on the Tijuana border. He¬ 
ston, at his most energetic, plays a 
Mexican narcotics official newly 
married to Janet Leigh. It’s a mur¬ 
der mystery like no other. Wearing 
a black wig, Marlene Dietrich is 
the tarot-reading madam of a 
bordello. She eyes Welles, warn¬ 
ing, “You’re a mess, honey. Lay off 
them candy bars.” An unbilled 
Mercedes McCaimbridge is a 
butch hoodlum who leads a gang- 
bang of Leigh. Cotten and Zsa Zsa 
Gabor make cameo appearances. 
(7/3-4) 

Total isolation 

Welles directed and appears in 
The Trial (’62), a riveting version 
of Franz Kafka’s novel about the 
horrors of totalitarianism in a so¬ 
ciety without civil rights. Hand¬ 
some Anthony Perkins is the un¬ 
justly accused man who cannot 
find help. The isolation from 


community that hallmarks mod¬ 
ern dictatorships is brilliantly con¬ 
veyed. The gay Perkins is amazing; 
with Jeanne Moreau, Elsa Mar- 
tinelli, and Romy Schneider. 
Meyer Levin’s novel about the in¬ 
famous Leopold and Loeb murder 
case in Chicago in the ’20s became 
Compulsion (’59), directed by 
Richard Fleischer. Dean Stockwell 
and Bradford Dillman play the 
killers, and their homoerotic rela¬ 
tionship is surprisingly clear. 
Welles is the Clarence Darrow-like 
defense attorney. He’s mesmeriz¬ 
ing while chewing the scenery. 
(7/5) 

Welles directed and is Mr. 
Arkadin (’55), a mysterious man 
who hires a drifter (Robert Arden) 
to investigate his own past. It’s 
Kane in reverse, absurd and com¬ 
pelling at once. With the bisexual 
Michael Redgrave, father of 
Vanessa, Lynn, and Colin. Rita 
Hayworth the ’40s love goddess is 
The Lady from Shanghai (’48), di¬ 


rected by a misogynistic Welles as 
their marriage collapsed. He cut 
her fabled coppery tresses and 
bleached them blonde, making 
her a hard femme fatale. He’s her 
victim and the reptilian Everett 
Sloane her husband. Sensational 
San Francisco locations mask the 
story’s implausibilities. The finale, 
set in the Fun House Hall of Mir¬ 
rors at Playland by the Beach, is 
spectacular. (7/6) 

Carol Reed helmed Cotten and 
Welles in the gripping version of 
Graham Greene’s The Third Man 
(’49), set in a damp, corrupt post- 
World War II Vienna. Welles is the 
mysterious Harry Lime whom 
Cotten must locate. He doesn’t 
show up until halfway through the 
movie, but it seems like he’s in 
every frame. Trevor Howard and 
Alida Valli co-star. The famed 
zither music by Anton Karas adds 
immeasurably to the ambiance. 
Regularly rated as among the 
greatest films ever made. (7/7-9) T 


Digital pride 

Four gay films out on DVD 


by David Nahmod 


ollowing in reverse chrono¬ 
logical order, four gay films 
to make you beam with gay 
pride, out on DVD. 

Pride Divide (1997) Water Bear¬ 
er Films, $29.95 

What’s gay pride without a lit¬ 
tle Controversy? This talking heads 
documentary, newly released to 
DVD, raised a few eyebrows when 
Frameline screened it at the LGBT 
Film Festival in 1997. Pride Divide 
deals with the cultural and politi¬ 
cal differences between gay men 
and lesbians, and pulls no punch¬ 
es. Many of the women inter¬ 
viewed rightfully take gay men to 
task for excluding women’s issues 
from the gay rights agenda, and 
for not being there for women, as 
women were for men, when AIDS 
and other illnesses devastated the 
women’s community. 

But there are moments of mu¬ 
tual admiration and respect as 
well. Men admit to learning about 
compassion from women, while 
women say they learned how to 
have fun from men. Soul-search¬ 
ing and growth is always good for 
a community, and Pride Divide in¬ 
spires exactly that. Shot on digital 
video, presented full-screen. 
Chapter search is the only extra 
that is offered. 

Jeffrey ( 1995) MGM $19.95 
Jeffrey features Steven Weber in 
the title role, a cute, idealistic gay 
guy searching for true love in New 
York City, and dealing with the 
harsh realities of dating in the age 
of AIDS. 

Based on the acclaimed play by 
Paul Rudnick, Jeffrey takes a seri¬ 
ous theme and injects it with both 
humor and sensitivity. We laugh at 
Jeffrey’s clumsy, half-hearted fears 
of sex and dating. But we under¬ 


stand his fears. We sympathize 
with the beautiful young man 
(Michael T. Weiss) who loves him, 
and with his friends, a 
positive/negative couple (Patrick 
Stewart, Bryan Batt) whose stylish 
flippancy masks their own fears. 

Clever celebrity cameos 
abound: Sigourney Weaver as a 
self-help guru, Robert Klein as a 
mock game-show host, and 
Nathan Lane as a priest, all shine 
in their humorous roles. 

The film is briefly stolen by 
Oscar winner Olympia Dukakis, 
who meets Jeffrey at. the 1994 
Pride Parade (shot in part at the 
actual event). Dukakis is hilarious 
as an Italian woman from Brook¬ 
lyn who introduces Jeffrey to her 
child, a pre-op trans. “I’m proud 
of my pre-op transsexual lesbian 
son,” she says with good-natured 
cheerfulness that’s quite infec¬ 
tious. Jeffrey is a delightful film 
that will make you laugh, cry, and 
think. 

MGM presents Jeffrey letter- 
boxed. Chapter search and subti¬ 
tle options are offered, along with 
the film’s theatrical trailer. 

Torch Song Trilogy (1988) New 
Line Home Video $19.95 

Harvey Fierstein’s masterpiece, 
based on his Tony-winning 
Broadway plays, is a great film to 
watch during Pride Month. It’s the 
beautiful story about 10 years in 
the life of Arnold (Harvey), a drag 
queen who demands and gets re¬ 
spect from those around him. 

The story follows Arnold’s 
stormy relationship with his 
mother (Anne Bancroft), who 
wants to accept him but cannot; 
his first love, who leaves him for a 
woman; and his soulmate 
(Matthew Broderick), who suffers 
a gay-bashing death. The story be¬ 
gins in 1971, and uses Arnold’s 
growth as a person to illustrate the 
page 103 ► 



Between Mason & Taylor Sts, one block from Halldie 's Plaza 


INFO. It 415-885-9887 
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Out&About 




Tranny March @ Dolores Park 

Trannies, friends, allies and admirers will 
gather and march to demonstrate that they 
are a significant and growing portion of the 
GLBTQI community and to encourage more 
trans people to come out. Dress up, show 
up, bring signs, and be what happens! 

Please enhance, translate and pass this on 
to any groups, lists, or individuals who 
might be interested. Trannies on Trykes 
lead the Tranny March! Meet at 5pm; 
march at 7pm: Dolores Park, Dolores & 

19th Street 

Avenue D @ Guilty, The Stud 

Dirty girls from NYC, Avenue D - the 
famed electro-rap duo behind the club hit 
"Do I Look Like A Slut?" - perform live. 
DJs Adrian, Mysterious D, Mr. Anthony and 
Suppositori Spelling also spin an. ass-shak¬ 
ing mix of bastard pop, electro, hip hop, 
rock. Free CD giveaways, midnight pizza 
party from Extreme Pizza. $8. 10pm-3am. 
21+w/ID. 399 9th St. (at Harrison). Info: 
www.guiltysf.com 

Pride Concert: 

All You Need is Love 
@ Mission High School 

Tony Award winner and Celebrity Grand 
Marshal Alan Cummings joins The San 
Francisco Gay Men's Chorus (Dr. Kathleen 
McGuire, Artistic Director), the 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus of SF (Stephanie 
Smith, Artistic Director), and the SF Les¬ 
bian/Gay Freedom Band (Jadine Louie, 
Artistic Director) for a rousing 26th Annual 
Pride Concert, "All You Need is Love." 
Celebrate the music of the Beatles and pay 
tribute to unsung gay hero Brian Epstein, 
the young music lover from Liverpool who 
discovered the Fab Four. $10-$40. 8pm, 
Murphy Auditorium at Mission High 
School. Tix: SFGMC Box Office (4053 18th 
St.); 415-865-3650; www.sfgmc.org 

Naked Fame @ The Center 

The SF LGBT Community Center presents 
an advance screening of Naked Fame, a doc¬ 
umentary by Chris Long, following former 
adult film star Colton Ford as he makes the 
transition from adult film star to dance 
music sensation. Reception with the actors 
and directors will precede the screening. A 
fundraiser for the LGBT Center. $10. 8pm. 
1800 Market St. Tix/info: 415-865-5555. 

The End @ NCTC 

Final shows! New Conservatory Theatre 
Center (NCTC) presents The End, with 
lyrics by Tony Award-winning George Furth 
and music by Doug Katsaros. Spend an 
evening with three sassy, brassy, classy 
women (singer/actors Jen McDearman, 

China Crawford, and Deidre Green) in a 
musical revue exploring the horrifying end 
of relationships. $20. Thru June 26, Fri. & 
Sat. 8pm. NCTC, 25 Van Ness Ave. (near 
Market St.). Tix/info: 415-861-8972; 
www.nctcsf.org 

Dirty Blonde @ NCTC 

Final shows! NCTC presents the romantic 
comedy Dirty Blonde by Claudia Shear, di¬ 
rected by Doyle Ott. Conceived by Shear 
and James Lapinejt's a touching comedy 
about Jo and Charlie, two New York loners- 
turned-lovers who learn to accept them¬ 
selves through their mutual obsession with 
the voluptuous film and stage icon Mae 
West. $18-$28. Thru June 26. 8pm. 

Daniel Cartier’s Revival 
@ The Odeon Bar 

The Odeon Bar presents Daniel Cartier live 
on tour in support of his new album Revival. 
Growing up in a small conservative New 
Hampshire town, Cartier was "this artsy lit¬ 
tle gay kid who just kind of hid in my room 
absorbing any music I could get my hands 
on." He played in various local goth and 
punkabilly bands and did solo gigs at cof- 



Daniel Cartier revives his artsy 
queer music career at The Odeon 
Bar. See Friday. 


feehouses. His first CD was recorded live in 
NYC on the Canal Street subway platform. 
He was signed by Elton John to Elton's 
Rocket Records (PolyGram) and came out 
with Avenue A. In 2002 Cartier formed 
Endurance Music with Sarah Symons and 
the fruit of this labor is Revival, with Carti¬ 
er on vocals, guitar, drum loops, percussion, 
table top dancing, mid air jumping; Marty 
Belter on drums & loops; Toshio Manna on 
bass & sound fx. 10pm. The Odeon Bar, 
3223 Mission St. (at Valencia — yes, they 
do cross). Info: 415-550-6994; danielcarti- 
er.com 

Awe About Eve 
@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Theatre Rhinoceros presents Awe About 
Eve, starring Matthew Martin, directed by 
John Fisher and Matthew Martin. Also 
starring Floriana Alessandria, Shira 
Burstein, David Bicha, Jeffrey Hartgraves, 
Libby O'Connell, Maryssa Wanless, and 
Matt Weimer. Fasten your seat belts! It's 
the story of Margo, an aging Broadway star 
who suffers from the hidden menace of a 
self-effacing but secretly ruthless and ambi¬ 
tious young actress. $15/$20. 8pm Thu.- 
Sat., 3pm Sun. thru July 18. Theatre 
Rhino, 2926 16th St. Tix/info: 415-861- 
5079; www.therhino.org 

Orpheus Descending 
@ Actors Theatre of SF 

Actors Theatre of San Francisco presents 
Orpheus Descending, directed by Jean Shel¬ 
ton & Kenneth Vandenberg, one of Ten¬ 
nessee Williams' most complicated and 
richly symbolic plays. It's the story of Lady, 
a passionate woman trapped in a loveless 
marriage in the Deep South, whose spirit is 
reignited by Val, a wild drifter. $40 Open¬ 
ing Night Gala Benefit; $25 General; $15 
Students and Seniors; $10-$25 sliding 
Thursdays. 8pm (7pm Sun.). June 25-Au- 
gust 28. Actors Theatre, 533 Sutter (btwn 
Powell & Mason). Tix: 415-296-9179; 
www.ticketweb.com. Info: www.actorsthe- 
atresf.org 

Pride Shabbat <§> 
Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 

Chill with LGBT Queer Jews from around 
the world and around the corner. "We dis¬ 
play our 'Shabbat' finest for this queer Jew¬ 
ish spin for San Francisco Pride. The ser¬ 
vice includes Hallel, the traditional prayer 
adapted for this 'pilgrimage' event in the 
gay community. Our progressive liturgy 
will soothe - your soul and our music will stir 
your spirit." 7:30 pm. If you're still hun¬ 
gering for something more, stop in for the 
Oneg (social hour) at 9pm. 290 Dolores St. 
(at 16th St.). Info: 415-861-6932; shaarza- 
hay.org 

Pride A’Palooza! 

@ 12 Galaxies 

Vixen Creations Presents: In Bed w/Fairy 
Butch's Pride A'Palooza! A campy, erotic 
cabaret & dance party for gals & trannies 
of all colors & pals. A raft of fabulous FB 
strippers. Dancing & cruising all night long. 
Meet a babe in the "Mingle & Tingle 
Game." $10-$15 sliding. 9pm doors; 10pm 
show. 2565 Mission St. (at 22nd). Info: 
Fairy Butch at 415-FEZ-8000; 12 Galax¬ 
ies, 415-970-9777. Tix: 
www.fairybutch.com 

Black Pride 

@ African American Art & 
Culture Complex 

California Black Prides presents "SFBGLT 
People In Pride Celebration," June 25-27. 
Tonight: "4th Friday Party," the kick-off 
Celebration for SF Black Pride weekend. 
Come get some free party punch and dance 
the night away. Cost: $15 single $20 cou¬ 
ples. Time: 10pm-2am. ALSO: Screening of 
The Closet (1 hr. 54 m.). Five unique men 
(Emory, Zachary, Eugene, Nicholas and 
Isaiah) who share an acquaintance with Jef¬ 
frey Freeman, but not with one another, are 
invited by him to be a part of his wed- 
ding.$10. 8pm & 10pm. Also screening on 


June 26 (8 & 10pm) and 27 (12 noon, 2, 4, 
6, & 8pm). Both events held at the African 
American Art & Culture Complex, 762 Ful¬ 
ton St. 

Scott Capurro 
@ Swedish American Hall 

Cate Du Nord presents Upstairs At The 
Swedish American Hall: An Evening with 
Scott Capurro and Friends, hosted by the 
acclaimed comedian and featuring: Sarah 
Clark (Co-host of the Sarah and No-Name 
Morning Show on Alice Radio); Marilyn 
Pittman; Joan Jett Black and singer/song¬ 
writer Garrin Benfield. $25 for the Scott 
Capurro show ONLY; $35 for the Scott Ca¬ 
purro show and the show downstairs later 
with Jackie Beat.. 7pm doors; 8pm show. 
2174 Market St. (above Cate Du Nord). 
Info: cafedunord.com 

Jackie Beat @ Cafe Du Nord 

Drag superstar Jackie Beat entertains you 
with her razor-sharp comedy and hysterical 
song parodies. Jackie not only warps hits by 
Britney Spears, Madonna, MaryJ. Blige, 
Christina Aguilera, Cher and many others, 
but she flawlessly sings her twisted new ver¬ 
sions live — hitting every last note. Plus: 
beats by DJ Big Red with MonkeyBoy and 
Swingkid. $15. 9pm. 21+w/ID. 2170 Mar¬ 
ket St. Info: 415-861-5016; 
cafedunord.com 

QComedy SoMa Tour 
@ Off Market Studio 

Nick Leonard, Dana Cory, Lisa Geduldig 
and friends in a fast paced showcase of the 
best from San Francisco's long running 
queer comedy series. Admission: $10. Two 
shows on Friday, June 25, at 8pm & 
9:15pm. Also see the hilarious "Iraq-a- 
palooza" the same night in the theatre 
across the hall, also at 8 and 9:15pm, also 
$10, or see both shows for only $15! At Off 
Market Studio, 965 Mission (@5th). More 
info at: www.cafearts.com and www.Qcome- 
dy.com 

Rattlesnake in a Moving 
Car @ Space 743 

Opening reception: "Illuminating the Vision 
with Light and Sound," a showing of Rat¬ 
tlesnake in a Moving Car: Life with HIV, an 
installation by Rob Anderson, a project of 
the SF Public Health Foundation with spon¬ 
sorship from the SF Arts Commission. Says 
Anderson: "Living with HIV is like driving 
with a rattlesnake in the car. The challenge 
is to keep it in the passenger seat where it 
won't cause harm." Through charcoal por¬ 
traiture, audio interviews, and an abstract 
metal sculpture, Anderson presents the sto¬ 
ries of 24 men and women — all longtime 
HIV survivors — who have been successful¬ 
ly keeping the "rattlesnake" at bay. Recep¬ 
tion on Friday, June 25, 5-7pm. Show runs 
June 22-July 31. Gallery hours: Wed.-Sat. 



Scott Capurro headlines a stellar 
Pride comedy event at the Swedish 
American Hall, See Friday. 


12-5pm. Space 743, 743 Harrison St. 

(btwn 3rd/4th). Info: www.rat- 
tlesnakeinamovingcar.org 

Va Va Voom Room 
@ Empire Plush Room 

The Va Va Voom Room presents a special 
Gay Pride Weekend edition of "The Great¬ 
est Burlesque on Earth!" As always Mis¬ 
tress of Ceremonies Miss Astrid leads a 
cavalcade of gorgeous beauties, comedians, 
singers, magicians and specialty acts in a 
vaudevillian era show now renewed and re¬ 
freshed through a 21st century lens. 

Tonight and Sat., June 26, celebrate Pride 
with the return of NY's celebrated, outra¬ 
geous, gay, 6' 5" (and taller in heels) Scot¬ 
ty the Blue Bunny! $20 adv; $25 door. 
11pm. York Hotel, 940 Sutter St. Tix/info: 
415-885-2800 www.vavavoomroom.com 

Fag Fridays @ The EndUp 

Big Booty Productions presents Fag Fri¬ 
days, the famed dance club, a queer San 
Francisco tradition. Live Pride performance 
by Xavior Gold with Guest DJ Tedd Patter¬ 
son (NYC) and resident DJs Rolo, David 
Harness, Neon Leon and Pete Avila. 10pm 
until after hours. 401 Sixth St. (at Harri¬ 
son). Info: www.theendup.com 



25th Annual Pride Run 
@ Golden Gate Park 

Join the San Francisco Front Runners 
starting at 9am for the 25th Annual Pride 
Run, beginning and ending at the South 
Polo Fields in Golden Gate Park. Info: prid- 
erun.sffrontrunners.org 

Out 4 Justice — SF Pride 
Celebration @ Civic Center 

This year's 34th anniversary San Francisco 
Pride Celebration kicks off Saturday on the 
MAIN STAGE from noon-lpm with Stand 
Against Hate, followed by the Partner Cer¬ 
emony (1-1:30); Sean Wiggins (1:45-2:05; 
singer/songwriter, a blend of Janis Joplin & 
Melissa Etheridge;www.seahw/gg/ns.com); 
Gina Livingston (2:10-2:25; funky R&B 
grooves, pop sensibility; g inalivingston.com); 
Cheer SF (2:30-2:40; acrobatics to make 
you stand up proud; cheersf.org ); Blue Bud¬ 
dha (2:45-3:10; an emerging new artist who 
blends soul, rock and jazz into groovalicious 
sounds to give you life and love); headliner 
Jacqui Naylor (3:10-3:55; renowned for 
her sophisticated jazz, with original compo¬ 
sitions and signature interpretations of gems 
from the American popular songbook. At SF 
Pride she'll be genre hopping from jazz to 
blues to rock and back, with songs from 
Shelter and her upcoming two-disc release 
Live East West/Birdland and Yoshi's; 
www.jacquinaylor.com); Dangerous Marti¬ 
ni (4:05 - 4:35); Bettina Devin (4:40 - 
5:05; bettinadevin.com); and Lonnie Tuckr 
(5:15 - 6pm). Also: rows upon rows of 
booths offering all kinds of things: sex toys, 
t-shirts, arts and crafts, non-profit services, 
public information, food and drink. Plus: a 
Leather Alley, a Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
gathering space, and 12 fabulous stages. 
Celebration Area open Noon-6pm. Info: 
www.sfpride.org 

SF Dyke March: Uprooting 
Racism @ Dolores Park 

The 2004 San Francisco Dyke March, A 
march for all dykes and all women (men are 
asked to stand and support the women from 
the sidelines)! "Uprooting Racism" is about 
dykes coming together to uproot the racism 
that keeps people separated, silenced and 
fighting one another: "Instead we choose to 
devote our energies to dismantling the white 
supremacist capitalist patriarchy that keeps 
our minds, bodies, children, friends, sisters 
and families enslaved." Rally and Stage 
Show in Dolores Park 3pm; March leaves 
Dolores Park at 7pm. Info: www.dyke- 
march.com/SFO 

Dyke March ‘Viewing Area’ 

For the fourth consecutive year, Congrega¬ 
tion Sha'ar Zahav (CSZ) and GLOE (Gay 
and Lesbian Outreach to Elders) will be 
hosting a special viewing area for the annu¬ 
al Dyke March. This area is especially in¬ 
tended for senior and disabled dykes. Vol¬ 
unteers are needed to help with set-up and 
preparing refreshments. 5pm. Info: Melanie 
Kushnir at 415-861-6932 ext. 305; email 
mkushnir@shaarzahav.org 

SF Dyke March Exhibit @ 
Hormel Center, Main Library 

Jane Cleland and Cathy Cade present their 
expansive exhibition, The San Francisco 
Dyke March: Photos by Jane Cleland and 
Cathy Cade. From politics and poetry in Do¬ 
lores Park to the march through the Mis¬ 
sion and dancing in the Castro, experience 
the joy and power of the Dyke March, 
1993-2003, through the photographs of 
two of the City's leading activist photogra¬ 
phers. Free. Exhibition runs through July 
15. Main Library, Third Floor, James C. 
Hormel Gay and Lesbian Center, 100 
Larkin St. (at Grove). 



Raunchy NYC electro-rap duo 
Avenue D perform live at Guilty 
at The Stud. See Friday. 


Pansy Division & friends 
@ Cafe Du Nord 

Cafe Du Nord salutes SF Pride Weekend 
2004 with quadruple the fun! Four queer 
bands play for your Pride thrills. Featuring 
Pansy Division (Total Entertainment!, Al¬ 
ternative Tentacles Records), the world's 
first all-queer rock band, plus Paradise Is¬ 
land (with Jenny of Erase Errata), The Ex- 
Boyfriends, and best of all, the Ga-Ga's 
(pronounced Gay-Gays), the all male Go- 
Go's tribute band featuring none other than 
Chris Freeman! Two chances in one night to 
see Chris be a ham. A true alternative to 
the godawful non-stop house music sound¬ 
track that is the Castro. $10. 9pm. 
21+w/ID. 21+w/ID. Info: www.pansydivi- 
sion.com 

Night Marsh @ Jon Sims 
Center for the Arts 

Opening night; Bay Area premiere: Dande¬ 
lion Dancetheater, in association with Jon 
Sims Center for the Arts and the National 
Queer Arts Festival 2004, presents Night 
Marsh, the culmination of Eric Kupers' 
three-year Undressed Project, revealing a 
vibrant and diverse ecosystem of naked 
bodies. The work challenges cultural notions 
about body image, beauty and death. Per¬ 
formed with a cast of 15 dancers diverse in 
size, shape, color, age, ability/disability and 
sexual orientation. Contains full nudity. 
$10-$15 sliding. 8pm. Fridays and Satur¬ 
days, June 25- July 10. Jon Sims Center 
for the Arts, 1519 Mission St. Tix/info: 
415-554-0402. 

Fencesitters Ball 
@ Rickshaw Stop 

The 9th Annual Fencesitters Ball, a bi 
dance party, with music by DJs Laird, Kitty 
and Kit. $10 per person or Threesome Spe¬ 
cial: $2 off for each of the three! 18+. 
9pm-2am. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell St. (at 
Van Ness). Info: 415-820-3907; 
bipridesf@yahoo.com 

Colossus 

@ Giftcenter Pavilion 

Gus presents Colossues, a special SF Pride 
Weekend dance party featuring world- 
renowned Djs Tony Moran (NYC) and Paulo 
(LA), with a live show by Flava. Really big, 
really glamorous, really memorable. Exclu¬ 
sive Gay Fuel VIP Room (opulent chill 
space featuring complimentary gay fuel, vit¬ 
amin water, touchspa massage, Colossus 
tank tops, fruit feast, Gloss photoshoot). 

$40 adv; $50 door; $65 VIP. Three-party 
passes available (good for Colossus; Tem¬ 
ple; Sanctuary). 

Lesbian/Gay Contra Dance 
@ Women’s Bldg. 

Join the San Francisco Lesbian and Gay 
Contra Dance for its Pride dance! Contra 
maestro Chris Ricciotti comes from Boston 
to call for this new dance series for les¬ 
bians, gay men and friends of all persua¬ 
sions and descriptions. Contra is an exuber¬ 
ant, friendly New England barndance that 
blends English, Celtic and Quebecois tradi¬ 
tions. Zesty Celtic-style music by live band 
The Repercussions. No partner, special at¬ 
tire or experience required. $10 (or pay 
what you can). At The Women's Building, 
3543 18th Street (between Guerrero & Va¬ 
lencia). Doors open at 7:20 p.m. Dance till 
10:30pm. Info: Robert at 415/292-7857 or 
sfcontra@hotmail.com 

SF Hiking Club @ Pt. Reyes 

Join other outdoor lovers for a Pt. Reyes 
Sunset Hike. Climb to the top of Mt. Wit¬ 
tenberg and then hike down to the ocean for 
a fantastic view of Drake's Bay during sun¬ 
set. Bring a flashlight for the walk back. 

It's a moderate 12-mile hike with a 1,800- 
ft. elevation gain. Meet 3pm under the 
large Safeway sign at Market & Dolores. 
Info: 415-487-6410; www.sfhiking.com 

Same Sex Open House 
@ Metronome Ballroom 

Metronome Dance Same Sex Open House, 
showcasing Salsa, Country Western 2-Step 
and Argentine Tango with Metronome's 
Same Sex Group Class Instructors. Have 
fun and meet new people! Get introduced to 
three different styles of dance in just a cou¬ 
ple hours. Workshop perfect for new 
Gay/Lesbian students who would like to 
sample what the Metronome offers. Free. 1- 
3pm. Metronome Ballroom, 1830 17th 
Street (at DeHaro St.). Info: 
www.metronomeballroom.com 
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Out 4 Justice — SF Pride 
Parade & Celebration 
@ Civic Center 

The parade starts at Market and Bealeat 
10:30am and proceeds west on Market 
Street to Market and Eighth St. The gener¬ 
al public watches the parade from the side¬ 
walks lining both sides of Market Street, 
from Beale to Eighth. The Civic Center Cel¬ 
ebration kicks off Pride Sunday on the 
MAIN STAGE with Ari Gold (12:05- 
12:15pm; R&B/Pop Superstar recently re¬ 
lease Space Under Sun; featured in The Ad¬ 
vocate, OUT, Billboard, HX and many other 
pubs; www.arigold.com); Mika (12:15- 
12:25; powerful vocalist); JenRO (12:25- 
12:35; Lesbian rapper with her dancers 
"The Frisco Femmes; www.jenromusic. 
com); Busta-Groove (12:40-12:55; hot 
party band playing hits from the '70's, '80s, 
'90s and today; www.busta-groove.com); 
The Woodyz (1:00-1:15; SF's pre-eminent 
hi-camp, big band, drag review with songs 
from the '50s and '60s; www.thewoodyz. 
com); Gwen Smith (1:15-1:20; columnist, 
activist, focusing on anti-transgender vio¬ 
lence; www.gwensmith.com); Veronica 
Klaus (1:20-1:35; SF's premiere transgen¬ 
der R&B/soul diva who recently put on the 
hit fundraiser "Songs of the Scarlet Tem¬ 
ple"); The Crew Project and the Industry 
Dancers (1:35-1:40); Heros of Same-Sex 
Marriage (1:40-1:50; Mayor Gavin New¬ 
som and key elected officials, legislators, 
attorneys and activists who are fighting for 
our full relationship equality); Pride 
Awards (1:50-2:10; with Pride Board, 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, Grand Marshals); 
Cheer SF (2:10-2:20), The Dynamites 
(2:20-2:25; from Hairspray the Musical); 
Legato (2:30 - 2:50; modern R&B/hip-hop 
beats with soulful vocals and catchy hooks; 
www.legatolounge.com); Simon Stinger 
(2:55-3:15); The Men of Falcon & Chi Chi 
LaRue (3:15-3:25; Falcon Studios Direx- 
tress Chi Chi LaRue joined on stage by Fal¬ 
con film stars Jason Adonis, Lane Fuller, 

Gus Mattox, Brad Patton, Josh Weston and 
Bobby Williams); April (3:25-3:35); Deep 
Dickollective (3:35-3:45; Oakland-based 
oxymoronic "out" black queer MC's the 
world says do not exist; www.deepdickollec- 
tive.com); Unauthorized Roling Stones 
(3:50-4:10; tribute band; www.theurs.com); 
Tret Fure (4:15 - 4:35; just out with the 
album My Shoes; www.tretfure.com); Caro¬ 
line Lund (4:35-4:50); Cast members 
from I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change (4:50-4:55; selections from this hi¬ 
larious hit musical, now playing at the 
Marines Memorial Theatre); headliner 
Chaka Khan (4:55-5:25; not just a diva: 
she is an icon. Her discography includes 24 
albums which feature such songs as "I Feel 
For You" and "I'm Every Woman"; 
www.chakakhan.com); Falcon Dancers 
(5:25-5:30); Lipstick Conspiracy (5:35- 
5:50; fresh transgendered rock just out with 
debut CD Don't Tell A Soul; www.lipstick- 
conspiracy.com); Pride Idol (5:55-6:05); 
Allowyn Price (6:05-6:20); Cuir Bleu 
(6:30-6:45; Oakland-based Electronic 
Rock with a fetish flair; www.cuirbleu. 
com). Voluntary $3 donation requested at 
gate. Info: www.sfpride.org 

Juanita MOREl’s 
VOYAGE @ Soluna 

Opium productions and Juanita MORE! 
PresenLVOYAGE, the gayest Gay Pride 
party! Celebrate at the only dance club 
within the pride gates! Arrive looking chic 
and pushing your couture. Leave your bag¬ 
gage behind and take the Voyage to Solu¬ 
na! Tour de-force performances by 
Fauxnique, Putanesca & Suppositori 
Spelling! Music by DJ Derek, Juanita 
MORE!, and guests; visuals by B3N. Come 
catch a glimpse of the latest More Boy! 

Plus lots of other cuties. $7 before 5pm; 

$10 after. 3-10pm. 21+w/ ID. Soluna, 272 
Me Allister St. (at Larkin, Civic Center 


Plaza). Info: 415-621-2200; www.solu- 
nasf.com; www.juanitamore.com 

Queer Hip Hop Pride 
@ Mezzanine 

Mezzanine and Lady Beyond Productions 
present the Pride Festival After Party, 
Queer Hip Hop Pride. DJs Switch, Calalo 
and Noni X spin all of the tightest hip hop 
all night. Free b4 9pm; $5 after. 8pm-2am. 
444 Jessie St. (at Mint, btwn Market & 
Mission, 5th & 6th). 21+w/ID. Info: 415- 
820-9669; www.mezzanine.com 

Sophie B. Hawkins & 

Essence @ Cafe Du Nord 

Cafe Du Nord Salutes SF Pride Weekend 
2004 with Sophie B. Hawkins & Essence. 
$15. 8pm. 21+w/ID. Standing 

Sundance Saloon @ Ramada 
Plaza Hotel Ballroom 

Sundance Saloon presents an After-Pride 
Country-Western Dance in the gorgeous 
ballroom of the Ramada Plaza Hotel, adja¬ 
cent to the Civic Center festivities. Country- 
western dance lessons 6-7:30pm; two-step- 
pin' and line dancin' 7:30-llpm. Entertain¬ 
ment, complimentary hors d'oeuvres buffet, 
no-host bar. $8. Info: 415-820-1403; 
www.sundancesaloon.org 

Fresh @ Ruby Skye 

DJ Kimberiy S. (White Party) spins for 
Fresh, as the Pride crowd gets their groove 
on at this popular monthly dance party set 
in the stylish and historic theatrical land¬ 
mark turned Union Square hot-spot. $15 b4 
7pm, $20 after. 6pm-midnight. 21+ w/ID. 
420 Mason St (at Geary). Info: 
www.freshsf.com 



Lit at the Canvas 

"Lit at the Canvas," in which local writers 
tell their tales, and you drink coffee. Come - 
by for the fun "if you are proud and you 
know it" Featuring Larry-Bob (funny obser¬ 
vations on life in general and gay life in SF 
in particular); Tina Butcher (sexy, sassy 
story teller, with the best fisting tale ever); 
and Jennifer Fox Bennett (amazing Ameri¬ 
can Indian poet who will make you«proud). 
Free. 7pm. Canvas Gallery, 9th Ave & Lin¬ 
coln. Info: www.lilycat.com 

Q-Sangha Mindful 
Monday @ MCC 

Q-Sangha presents "Mindful Monday," 
with Music, Meditation, Teachings, Shar¬ 
ing, and more. Tonight: live presentation of 
the Dharma by Ji-Sing followed by either a 
Blessing Ceremony or Membership Ceremo¬ 
ny. Q-Sangha is a ministry of the Metropoli¬ 
tan Community Church of SF in the en¬ 
gaged "Unified Buddhist" tradition of 
Thich Nhat Hanh (which blends the best in¬ 
sights of the Theravada, Zen and Pure Land 
schools of Buddhism in a contemporary 
way). All are welcome. 7pm. Info: 415-865- 
2750; www.mccsf.org 



Dodie Ballamy’s Pink Steam 
@ Modern Times Bookstore 

Dodie Bellamy reads from and signs copies 
of her new collection, Pink Steam. Pink 
steam rises from the vats of melting goo in 
the Vincent Price 3-D horror classic, House 
of Wax. Railroad buffs know "pink steam" 
as the first blast from a newly christened 
steam engine, which appears pink as it 
spews out rust. And now Pink Steam, the 
book, reveals the intimate secrets of Dodie 
Bellamy's life — sex, shoplifting, 
voyeurism, writing. Free. 7:30 pm. Modern 
Times Bookstore, 888 Valencia St. Info: 
415-282-9246; www.mtbs.com 



Kiki and Herb @ Great 
American Music Hall 

An Evening With Kiki and Herb — aka 
writer-performer Justin Bond and pianist 
Kenny Mellman. They have refined their act 
into a slashingly funny, psychically unset¬ 
tling entertainment-part cabaret, part rock 
and roll, part Victorian melodrama-to 
which the category of camp does not apply. 
The opulently dissipated Kiki-DuRane-a 
sixty-something lounge singer who tours ad 
nauseam with a doleful accompanist named 
Herb, is a beacon of insanity in a world that 
may finally be coming. $18 gen'l; $37.95 
dinner. 8pm doors; 9pm show. 859 O'Far¬ 
rell St. Tix: 415-478-2277; virtuous.com 
and tickets.com 

Femmisphere 
@ Off-Market Theater 

"Femmisphere: Songs in the Key of Angst," 
an evening of drag performance starring 
Trauma Flintstone and her guest, Tom Orr. 
Mrs. Flintstone, nee Anderthal, is a com¬ 
poser, musical director, vocalist, female im¬ 
personator and veteran of almost 50 pro¬ 
ductions over the past decade. She has ap¬ 
peared in Christmas with the Crawfords, 
When Pigs Fly!, Queer, The Andrews Sis¬ 
ters' Hollywood Canteen, Jungle Red, White 
Trash Compactor, and the rock musical 
Club Inferno. Orr is a lyricist, performer, 
playwright, best known for his music/come¬ 
dy revue Dirty Little Show Tunes! $10. 
10pm. Off-Market Theater, 965 Mission St. 
Info: 415-896-6477 (no reservations); 
email femmisphere@hotmail.com 

Queer Vision @ AFSC 

American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) hosts Queer Vision's monthly meet¬ 
ing. The group are progressive queer ac¬ 
tivists committed to social, racial, economic 
and environmental justice. This month 
Michael Lion from People's Budget will 
talk on the status of the City budget empha¬ 
sizing its effect on low-income San Francis¬ 
cans. 7pm. AFSC, 65 Ninth St. (1 blk. from 
Civic Center BART). 


Thu 1 

Crawford Barton’s Queer 
Eye @ Int’l Museum of 
GLBT History 

On exhibit: "Queer Eye: The Photographs of 
Crawford Barton," at the The International 
Museum of GLBT History, a project of the 
GLBT Historical Society. The "Reading 
Room Gallery" will feature "Queer Eye: 

The Photographs of Crawford Barton," 
highlighting the artist's collection vividly 
documenting GLBT life in SF in the 1970s 
and '80s. Also: "Saint Harvey: The Life and 
Afterlife of a Modern Gay Martyr," an 
altar to and showcase of Harvey Milk's life. 
$4 General Admission; $2 Students/Se¬ 
niors. Exhibit open Tue.-Sat., l-5pm. 657 
Mission St., #300. Info: 415-777-5455; 
www.glbthistory.org 

The Photographer’s 
Eye @ SomArts 

National Queer Arts Festival Exhibit: "The 
Photographer's Eye," an show documenting 
SF's historic gay marriages, with submis¬ 
sions of the weddings and/or post-wedding 
festivities from pro's and amateurs alike. 
Part of Spouses for Life — A Wedding 
Album. Free. SomArts Cultural Center, 934 
Brannan St. @ 8th St. Info: www.queercul- 
turalcenter.org 

The Newlyweds 
@ The Center 

National Queer Arts Festival Exhibit: "The 
Newlyweds," presented by The Queer Cul¬ 
tural Center (Qcc) and Bay Area Communi¬ 
ty of Women (BACW) as part of Spouses 
for Life — A Wedding Album. For the first 
time ever in this country's history, begin¬ 
ning February 12, 2004, nearly 4,000 
same-gender couples were legally married. 
The Newlyweds features the couples' own 
stories, documented through photographs 
and narratives. Free. The SF LGBT Com¬ 
munity Center, 1800 Market St. 

Three Dollar Bill Cafe 
@ The Center 

Now open: Three Dollar Bill Cafe at the SF 
LGBT Community Center. The long-awaited 
cafe provides a welcoming space where 
friends can socialize and enjoy a fine cup of 
coffee. Three Dollar Bill Cafe is privately 
owned and operated by Vince Constabileo 
and Peter Howells, who were recently mar¬ 
ried in SF. Ground floor, The Center, 1800 
Market St. (at Octavia). Info: www.three- 
dollarbill.com 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 




POST STREET THEATRE 

{l/ZWockoIttt^S^j 


TUESDAY SPECIAL 
All SEATS $39 


BUDDY IS A HIT! 


A SENSATIONAL MUSICAL!” 

-Paul Liberatore, Marin Independent Journal 


GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 

415 321-2900 buddyrocks.com 


“‘BUDDY’ ROCKS! 

ONE HOLLY OEM AFTER ANOTHER, BRILLIANTLY 

mmmw by holly mm imm min* 

-Robert Hurwitt, San Francisco Chronicle 


“ABSOLUTELY DYNAMITE!” 

-Jerry Friedman, KGO Radio 


“A GET DOWN, GOOD TIME, 
ROCK’N’ROLL TREAT!” 

-Jan Wahl, KRON-TV 






























100 BAY AREA REPORTER 24 June 2004 




fluto Erotica 


yor of vintage porn 
(St fine dildos 
4077fl 18th Street 

415-Q61-5787 
open every cloy 


wo buy 


photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 

call 

Steve 

415 - 621-1188 

days, or 

Patrick 

415 - 810-2325 



1 - 900 - 825 - 4500 - 


$1/min. + $2 conned fee 18 + Discreetly billed to your telephone 
& nop c*odLiCtions. rem, m cjslcrnsr sendee (6HH) 333-333'/ 




The Phoenix Uniform Club 

invites you to join us in celebrating our 

Uniform & Leather Ball 

Friday, June 25th from 08:00 pm to Midnight 

In the historic Civic Center Area of San Francisco 
Includes: Hosted Bar, Appetizers, Buffet Dinner, Dessert 
Featuring 

Gail Wilson & the City Swing Band 


Tix: $60 advance 
$70 door 

Send check/money order to: 

Phoenix 
PO Box 31699 
SF, CA 94131-0699 


Tickets available: 
Image Leather 
Mr S Leathers 
Rock Hard 
Stompers 

LeatherMasters(SanJose) 


H 50% of proceeds to be donated to Positive Resource Center & Inter-Club Fund 



Why are we proud? 

Leather people stand up for all 



by Mister Marcus 


, s we embark on yet another 
Pride Parade Weekend in 
San Francisco, and other 
gay communities around the na¬ 
tion are doing likewise, it’s time to 
reflect on why we, the leather 
community in particular, are cele¬ 
brating Pride. 

I am sure a thousand and one 
reasons could be put forth by 
groups and individuals as to why 
they need to feel their pride this 
weekend. Especially this coming 
Sunday, when thousands will 
march up Market Street to the 
cheers of hundreds of thousands 
of people — not all gay, mind you 
— and feel good about yourself 
and your lifestyle. They bandy 
about the words “chosen lifestyle” 
but did you really ever “choose” to 
be gay? Despite some die-hards 
who insist they can change your 
orientation, we never really had 
the chance to say Yes or No to our 
sexual appetite. 

So think about these things 
that make you proud to be gay 
with all its sub-cultures and espe¬ 
cially being a gay/lesbian leather 
person. 

First of all, despite my almost 
35 years of reporting on all the 
successes in San Francisco and 
other communities that the 
leather nation amasses, there are 
still those who would ignore and 
denigrate our existence. Prejudice 
does not just exist in racial 
boundaries, or sexual bound¬ 
aries, but prejudice against 
leather still exists. I don’t 
know what else we have 
to do to get a “seat at the 
table”. 

At the International 
Mr. Leather 2004 contest 
in Chicago last month, a 
spark, a glow, a beam 
of light was shed on 
the 3,000 leather folk 
in the audience when 
Matt Foreman, the Executive Di¬ 
rector of the National Gay & Les¬ 
bian Task Force was introduced. 
The statement he made that 
caused the audience to rise to their 
feet for prolonged applause is re¬ 
peated here: 


Matt Foreman, left, Exec. Director of the NGLTF, with Judy Guerin of 
the WoodHull Foundation, chat with Mary Elizabeth Boyd at the IML 
2004 Contest in Chicago. Matt made an outreach to the leather 
community in his stirring speech at the contest. 


“I am here to acknowledge 
other realities that are rarely spo¬ 
ken about, including the enor¬ 
mous debt owed by the larger 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans¬ 
gender community to leather 
people — for all the money 
you have raised to fight 
HIV and to support local 
organizations. For being 
out front and proud — 
when so many others 
have been and still are 
cowering in closets — 
pushing the envelope 
and making it so 
much easier for those 
of us who work on the inside to 
press forward for equal rights. 

“I want to state the plain truth 
that leather people have dispro¬ 
portionately borne the scourges of 
anti-gay discrimination and vio¬ 
lence and as well as the burden of 


caring for people with AIDS. And, 
most important is to say that far 
too many times, so many in the 
organized “mainstream” gay com¬ 
munity have not only failed to rec¬ 
ognize our debt to you, but have 
denied it, looked away and tried to 
distance themselves from you. 
That is wrong and uncon¬ 
scionable. All I can say is how pro¬ 
foundly sorry I am for that.” 

At last! So for your efforts in all 
righteous endeavors the leather 
community should be proud of 
the recognition. I suspect there’s 
an alliance brewing here, and we 
look forward to the implementa¬ 
tion of this alliance. 

The reasons are clear 

We are proud of all the leather 
service organizations, the leather 
title holders including men and 
next page ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, June 24 

Troy Anicete hosts Pre-Pride Party with drink spe¬ 
cials, prizes, giveaways and a preview of the 2005 
SoMa Bare Chest Calendar at the Powerhouse 
from 2100-closing. 

Friday, June 25 

Phoenix Uniform Club's Uniform & Leather Ball in 
the Green Room of the War Memorial Bldg., fea¬ 
turing Gail Wilson & City Swing. Tickets are $60 
advance at Mister S, Stompers, Image Leathers 
and Rock Hard. 

Saturday, June 26 

Annual Pride Brunch at Ramada Plaza Hotel hon¬ 
oring the Pride Parade Marshals. Champagne re¬ 
ception at 1100, gourmet brunch at 1200. Enter¬ 
tainment by Dixieland Dykes+3. General admission 
$75. For more info, email to: 

E mpS achet@aol .com. 

The 15 Association monthly play party at the 
usual location. Doors open from 2000 to 2200. 

$15 donation. For info: 673-0452 or 
www.thel5association.org. 

In San Diego, a benefit for Ms. World Leather 
contest at the Hole, 2000 to 2200 produced by 
Daddy JJ with new and used leather auction. 

Sunday, June 27 

Quite possibly the biggest Pride Parade in the 


—— 


U.S.A., with a huge leather contingent. Be proud. 
Wear your leathers! 

Weekend, July 2-5 

Los Angeles Boys of Leather "Stars & Stripes" 
Weekend with a dance party at MJ's, BDSM Dun¬ 
geon Party, Beach Party with fireworks and a 
"Cham-PAIN" Brunch on Sunday. 

Saturday, July 2-3 

San Francisco Leather Sir/boy contest at the Pow¬ 
erhouse at 2100. Meet & Greet on Friday. Darryl 
Flick will MC. For info, click on 
www.NoCalSLB.com. 

Wednesday, July 7 

New New New at 933 Harrison: "Naked Buddies." 
No clothes allowed and no cologne! Doors open 
2100 to 2300. For info, dial up 777-HEAD. 

Friday, July 9 

Leather Night at Renegades in San Jose, 2100 to 
closing. Meet & Greet for San Jose Leather Sir/boy 
contest the next night. 

Sunday, July 11 

Castro Lions annual Leather Auction featuring 
items from the estates of the late Alan Selby and 
Thom Gunn. Only $8 from 1500 to 1800, food, 
beer/soda bust and distribution of funds to their 
beneficiaries. 






































Blow Buddies Parties 

Cum meat a buddy! 

For hours, see full page ad 

or call or click. V6I*V BllSV! 

(415, 777-HEAD 
www.blowbuddies.com 

South of Market - 933 Harrison St (@ 5th) 


Defiant films 

◄ page 96 

And he’s adamant about not 
putting the make on them. Their 
sexuality isn’t for him. It’s for 
them, to give to us. 

Where to wade into Defiant’s 
nearly 60 titles? A house specialty 
is solo jack-off. Try Fun is Fun, or 
the recent Sk8rBaters, which has a 
quartet of four-starred scenes 
among its seven. Typical of Defi¬ 
ant, these randy street-boys dis¬ 
play some great cock. It’s from 
these jack-offs (frequently goosed 
with some dildo play) that you’ll 
pick the favorites whose sexuality 
you’ll want to track into the amaz¬ 
ing interactions of guy-on-guy. I 
really get off on seeing how these 
change a guy; the reactions, deep¬ 
ening relationships and personal 
involvement of the young men are 
all rarities in mainstream porn. So 
I freaked for 18-year-old Brett Pe¬ 
ters, who’s got a deceptively inno¬ 
cent face and a hint of baby fat. 
Start out with this cutie’s first j-o, 
and then find Kyle jumping his 
bones — without much resistance 
—- in Who Would’ve Thought 
(which also serves up the beanie- 
wearing, soul-patched Adam 
being taught to love cock by the 
very appealing Geoffrey). Follow 
Brett’s increasingly adventurous 
sex-play through Hanging Out 
and Hey, Guys, and he’ll blow you 
away in Because Matthew Matters 
as he wiggles on a dildo, gobbles 
the appreciably heavy cock and 
laps the heavier load of the 
charming Mr. Matters (who has 
since jumped into mainstream 
porn). In fact, guy-on-guy action 


Mister Marcus 

◄ previous page 

women and the deaf people who 
hold up their end with fervor. 

We are proud of those who 
march and protest, and sign peti¬ 
tions and labor in the AIDS 
Memorial Grove, who march in 
Leather Pride Walks. And those 
who endure pie throwing 
episodes, who picket, boycott and 
deny allegiance to bars that dis¬ 
criminate, beer companies that 
deny that they discriminate yet 
still contribute mass amounts of 
money to those groups who op¬ 
pose our lifestyle; 

We are proud of gay veterans 
who work to end that stupid 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy yet 
still discharge talented gay men 
and lesbians because of their sex¬ 
ual preferences. 

We are proud of those who 
produce events for charities, in¬ 
cluding leather contests, the vol¬ 
unteers at those events and the 
unsung heroes in the background 
who toil without complaint and 
never ask for recognition. 

The leather community can be 
proud of those who are able to do¬ 
nate blood to local banks, who 
support breast and colon cancer, 
Lupus, and other diseases still 
without cures. 

We are proud that people like 
Eric Rofes, a leather man, who 
forcefully expounded on the 
“nothing” legacy that the Reagan 
presidency gave us. 

We can be proud of legislators 
like Mark Leno who stand up in 
the California Assembly for others 
and us. 

We can be proud we helped 
elect Mayor Gavin Newsom who 
knows what “love” is and un¬ 
equivocally allowed gays and les¬ 
bians to marry in San Francisco 
while creating a national uproar 
with his action and gave impetus 
to other mayors to do the same. 

We can be proud that the 
leather community aligned with 
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From Defiant's Naughty & Nice 


for a clutch of Defiant’s best cul¬ 
minates in these titles, as well as 
Double Trouble. 

Snow blower 

Recent Defiant films have been 
upping the gay quotient. There are 
more self-identified gay boys min¬ 
gling with the str8s, making ho¬ 
mosexualities a lingua franca be¬ 
tween the species. And there are 
more gay boys playing together, 
showing a younger generation’s 
non-Castroed freshness. For ex¬ 
ample, there’s the funky ghetto- 
blaster Rock Lee in Fun is Fun, 
whom I nicknamed Barrio Boy. 


You’ve never seen a dude so 
unidentifiably gay go down so 
quickly. And I’m in love with the 
delicious Aaron Snow. When I 
first saw him making out with 
Timmy in Double Trouble, awk¬ 
ward as a young faun, coy yet hun¬ 
gry (and so lengthily cocked!), I 
assumed the boys were lovers. Yet 
he was just as endearingly tender 
with other partners. What a dear 
boy! Only the most jaded would 
not be totally rejuvenated by the 
darling Mr. Snow. And when you 
see Dawson pop loads into his 
mouth like it was target practice, 
you’ll appreciate anew the skill 
that gay boys cultivate. 

Yet it’s hardly surprising to see 
that most of Defiant’s str8 dudes 
know all about their body’s sensi¬ 
tivities. Licking their cockheads, 
shooting into their mouths, wig¬ 
gling a couple fingers up their but- 
tholes: they know what makes a 
boy feel good. Serna always leaves 
a box of dildos off in the corner, 
and many of the boys are curious 
and then delighted to find them. 
If they aren’t the toilet plungers 
and door-stops you find in all-gay 
productions, these tinier tools of 
pleasure are just as effective in 
making a str8 boy pop his nut. For 
some self-dildo fun, reach for On 
the Road: Southern Cal, Check It 
Out (with a str8 duo dildo-ing) 
and Craving the Spunk; and blow 
your mind when a pair of raunchy 
lads suck cock while ass-cram¬ 
ming in Double Trouble. Sure, 
there are scenes that don’t click as 
heatedly as the ones I’ve picked 
out. But the majority of Defiant 
boys’ll have you cummin’ back for 
more. www.de/iant—produc- 
tions.com; (415) 595-0714 ▼ 


ADULT BOOKS 
OBJECTS OF FINE ART 


Byron Marlow was chosen Arizona Leather Sir 2004 in a contest held at 
the Padlock Bar in Phoenix. He advances to compete for the Sir title at 
the Southwest Leather Sir & boy competition August 6-8 in Phoenix. 


the court system to make an even 
bigger difference in pridefid coali¬ 
tions. 

We can be proud of those in¬ 
stitutions like The 15 Association, 
the Leathermen’s Discussion 
Group, Avatar in Los Angeles, 
Black Rose in the Washington 
Metro Area, the leather “universi¬ 
ties”, and SM 101 classes to edu¬ 
cate people about safe, sane and 
consensual play. 

We can be proud of the pho¬ 
tographers and artists and writers 
who record our history for gener¬ 
ations to come. 

We can be proud of the Leather 
Archives and Museum in Chicago 
(and serving the world!) for gath¬ 


ering up memorabilia, photos, 
books, magazines, buttons, patch¬ 
es and other leather-oriented ob¬ 
jects. 

I could go on and on but I am 
sure you get the picture. 

So when you step off this com¬ 
ing Sunday, keep all these things 
and more in mind. Ours will be 
the largest contingent in this pa¬ 
rade. Make a statement. Wear your 
leathers, wear your Leather Pride 
Pin, carry a Leather Pride Flag, 
smile and be happy. But let 
Leather Pride shine for the cam¬ 
eras, video news outlets, and the 
general public. I guarantee, you’ll 
feel good about it the rest of the 
year. T 
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1.900.226.7036 

Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 

Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


Don’t want to use the #9 00 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time'" with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'" account from any touch-tone phone! 
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SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 

Oscar Wilde Said A Cynic Knows 

the price of everything and the value 
of nothing. Do you know the value of 
Boccaccio, Cervantes, Shakespeare, 
Trollope? Human nature transcends 
eras. Care to share some with me? £2 
71300 


Santa Rosa Native 

SWM, 43, 5'10". Redhead ex-navy, 
180 lbs. Enjoys running, tennis, trav¬ 
el, chess & talk radio. Seeks rela¬ 
tionship. Q 71301 


Sexy Muscular Asian ISO GWM 

Inshape friendly guy here seeks 
BiWM/GWM who is masculine, in¬ 
shape hairy a plus, HIV- to date on a 
regular basis. £2 71302 


Seeking LTR w/Another In-shape 

guy. I want a 'lover', not a 'fuck 
buddy'. I'm 48, 5'9" 150#, gym. 
toned, smooth, nice cock, tight ass, 
great smile, tan, buzz cut, shaved 
balls, safe, sane, financially secure, 
artist, business owner, into Zen, 
Yoga, all arts, working out. Happy 
except for one thing. I want a week¬ 
end lover (I live in Sonoma). During 
the week we each live our busy lives, 
looking forward to the wknd when we 
can be together. £2 71307 


EBay GBM Service Guy w/Car 

Seeks dom. oral feeder or anal top 
who needs to be in control in bdr, is 
affectionate, tactile, poz. Any age, 
race. Big Dad's, leather, bear types 
encouraged. Sincere here. £2 71323 


Handsome Bottom GLM ISO GWM 

40 yrs, 5'8", 155 #, brn/ HIV.+, 
healthy, muscular, nice butt. Lkg for 
LTR w/GWM 30-45 yrs, 5'5"-5'10" 
& 150-160#, in shape, slender, ver¬ 
satile. You won't be disappointed £2 
71311 


I’m Seeking A Huge Nippled Guy 

I'm muscular, a real nice guy, who 
wants to date, satisfy you. I have a 
very good mouth. I will suck,lick and 
pay total attention to your huge nip¬ 
ples. Pis be serious, no BS! £2 
71321 


XXX Black/White X-Rated Fun 

GWM 5'11" 180 Goodlooking mas¬ 
culine and hung seeks GBM for nude 
beaches, baths, travel and sex. Love 
to JO and show off my big dick for 
others. Palo Alto area. £2 71322 


Only WM R Beautiful 

GLM 38 yo, handsome, 5'8"/155#, 
HIV+, healthy muscular bottom mas¬ 
culine. Lkng to date Caucasian nice 
and romantic, versatile, 30-45 yrs, 
slim, HIV+ healthy. No drugs, no 
heavy drinkers. You won't be disap¬ 
pointed. £2 71324 


Through The Good Times and Bad 

Sincere, caring GAM, 38, 57", med. 
build, seeks thoughtful, giving, mas¬ 
culine "Heart of Gold" who's inter¬ 
ested in friendship/relationship. I live 
outside of SF. Will relocate for "The 
Real Thing". £2 71325 

Looking To Date A Smooth Asian 

Italian/AM, muscular, very stable, 
real nice/genuine guy who's romantic, 
passionate and wants to please his 
guy. I believe in honest communica¬ 
tion. I don't have time fpr phonies, 
superficial guys or B.S. £2 

71326 


Sexy and Bright GBM 40’s Top 

Invites you a really neat masculine 
non stereotypical sexy and bright 
HIV- GBM top invites you to friend¬ 
ship and more. Race open, but prefer 
HIV- masculine, hairy men 35-55 
with intellect and shared interests in 
Performing Arts, Politics and Histo¬ 
ry, very funny and am a unique blend 
of bear/leather/levi/Davies and ACT. 
Let's get together. £2 71332 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Shaved Crotch Top 

WM, smooth, all over tan, skinny, 
disease free, 50's 6'3", 180, mascu- 
. line. Loves attention from other 
smooth guys. £2 71310 


I’m Looking For Love... 

I'm a nice guy, very sexual. Looking 
for hot tops for fun. I'm 56, HIV+, 
healthy. Love romance and intimacy. 
£2 71304 


Fun At Night...Meet Me? 

£2 71327 


Muscular Masculine Gay Male ISO 

LTR. Attraclive Island boy, Hawai¬ 
ian, Spanish, Phillipino, 57", 145#, 
32 waist. Outgoing, romantic with a 
good heart. Taking applications for 
dating. Apply while it lasts. You 
won't be disappointed. £2 71305 


Are You Feminine? I’ll look for you 

I am a Spanish, 50 yo boy, I love 
very feminine she-males, any age, any 
race, but with a very hot ass. Te Es- 
pero Marin, Sonoma, Mendocino. £2 
71306 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11", 

175#, seeks well-built bottom with 
nice ass for over-the-knee spanking, 
role playing and plowing your ass. £2 
71309 


Couples Two Guys Antioch 

Two guys Antioch. You ran your ad 
2003 Thanksgiving of November, let 
two guys fulfill your fantasies. Please 
respond. Thanks, Mike. £2 71313 


Asian Seeking Muscular Caucasian 

I'm 38, in-shape, smooth Asian look¬ 
ing to date a nice, romantic and cul¬ 
tured Caucasian. Serious response 
only. £2 71315 


Older Naked Male Lkng 4 Daddie 

Hello, my name is Joseph, I am a sin¬ 
gle older GWM (61) who wants to be 
naked for my Daddie when he visits 
me. 57", 160#, brn hair blue eyes. 
£2 71316 


Weightlift Nude 

Have bench, barbell, dumbetls. 
Watch me workout, or join in. I am 
49, 5'9", 195#. S 71320 


Homeless Guy,inside now, looking 

for fun. Hairy chest, hazel eyes, 
brunette/red, uncut, bubble butt, ver¬ 
satile, 13 EE sandals, freckled, Eng¬ 
lish/Welsh. Call boss!. £2 71331 


Summer Nude Beach X-Rated Fun 

GWM, 5'11", 175„ masculine, good 
looking and hung seeks Buddies for 
sex, nude beaches, . £2 71329 


Naked Exhibitionist Thrills 

Sexy nude showoff daring playmates. 
Where can we get naked and erect?! 
Nude workouts. Driving naked. Win¬ 
dow shows. Mirrors. Muscles. Strip- 
down! Showoff! Novices discour¬ 
aged. Creative exhibitionists pre¬ 
ferred. £2 71319 


FETISHES 

You Get Sought-After Prize!... 

for letting me suck you off, twice if 
you have time: another gala blow job 
(or two) as needed/desired/or why the 
hell not! £2 71303 


NudeHotMusclesShowOff Adventure 

Asian porn stud seeking playmates 
where we can possibly stripdown to¬ 
tally naked; days and nights! £2 
71312 


ISO Nipple Pig Workout Buddy 

GWM 49 yo 220#, stocky nipple pig, 
brn/brn, salt & pepper, goatee, tats, 
piercings, smoker & huge erect nips. 
ISO dominate masculine Nip Pig 
workout buddy for serious nip wkout 
sessions. Growth in mind - smoker 
A+. Please call! £2 71317 


Blow Job 

By: Hung, goodlooking, cuddly black 
ex-Marine. To: Uncut, mature old 
man. Average looks okay. Let's have 
some fun! £2 71318 


Mr. JCXXX Young Drag-Queens. 

Cum. Me: MrJC, 56, ISO young drag- 
queens (18-21 only) for threesome. 
My + + + cigar-smokers, pretty lips, 
tight ass, 69, suck, fuck, no drugs/al¬ 
cohol, G-strings, black nylons! £2 
71328 


Seeking Fetishes-Onyx Is Here 

For your svc. Open minded to all sex. 
29 yrs, smooth, tatoos, 9-10" dick, 
about 5-6" around. Short hair with 
side burns. My name is Onyx the 
Colon Beater. Seeking males only. £2 
71330 


OTHER 

Seeking Anonymous Sex Partner? 

Then get your ad out of this column, 
which is for people trying to make up 
for missed connections. Got that, 
48yo WM? £2 71314 


r 


n 


Bfl&ALK 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

State Zip 



CATEGORY 

Parting Glances 
Seeking Relationship 
Seeking Adventure 
Lesbian 
Fetishes 
Couples 
Others 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 
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Out There 

◄ page 79 

sity of Guam, sent us a very 
charming anecdote from Silent 
Night: The Remarkable 1914 
Christmas Truce by Stanley 
Weintraub, a heartwarming story 
all about the absurdity of war. 
Now, that’s a topic that’s sure 
timely! 

Goniwiecha reviewed the book 
on the Barnes & Noble website: 
“In December 1914, the Western 
Front ran through Belgium and 
northern France. The muddy, 
slimy quagmire of Flanders 
trenches became the home sjway 
from home of soldiers from Bel¬ 
gium, France, Britain and India, 
on one side; and from Germany, 
Saxony, Westphalia, Bavaria and 
Prussia, on the other. 

“Bubbling up from the ranks 
of the enlisted and the conscript¬ 
ed, soldiers observed a Christmas 
‘you no shoot, we no shoot’ day, 
initially to reclaim and bury their 
dead from No Man’s Land. The 
holiday feelings manifested them¬ 
selves in Christmas trees, caroling, 
friendly insults and facetious 
taunts, followed by heartfelt ex¬ 
changes of sausages, chocolates, 
cigarettes, plum pudding — and 
even barrels of beer and soccer 
matches. 

“The remarkable impromptu 
truce was downplayed in official 
reports. Seeking plausible denia- 
bility, officers on both sides 
blamed the enemy side. But here 
Weintraub poignantly presents in 
black-and-white the ample evi¬ 
dence, including photographs. 
Highly recommended.” 

Not part of Goniwiecha’s re¬ 
view, but he thinks perhaps this 
may be of interest to B.A.R. read¬ 
ers: “In Chapter 5, ‘Football,’ 
Weintraub reports on a 
football/soccer match between the 
German 133rd Saxon Regiment 
and the British Medical Corps, in 
which the Germans bested the 
British by 3 to 2. His account is 
supported by a letter published in 
The Times, by the official history 
of the I33rd Saxon Regiment, and 
by diary accounts and letters 
home.” 

Weintraub elaborates. “In 
Hamburg in 1969, Oberstleutnant 
Johannes Niemann recalled the 
scene and the score, adding with 
delight, ‘At this soccer match, our 
privates soon discovered that the 
Scots wore no underpants under 
their kilts, so that their behinds 
became clearly visible any time 
their skirts moved in the wind. We 
had a lot of fun with that, and in 
the beginning, we just couldn’t be¬ 


lieve it. 

“‘I myself got a private lesson 
one later time when I was serious¬ 
ly wounded and lay on the floor of 
a British ambulance, with four 
lightly wounded Scotsmen sitting 
on a supporting bar right over 
me.’” 

Thanks to our friend in Guam 
for bringing the war home to us in 
such a delightful and resonant 
way! 

The main events 

Disco legends and Weathergirls 
Jeanie Tracy and Martha Wash 

will blow down the house at 
Mighty Real, an HIV/AIDS benefit 
which kicks off the fabulous 2004 
Gay Pride weekend tonight, 
Thursday, June 24. The big party 
transpires at Ruby Skye, 420 
Mason St., and will feature a trib¬ 
ute to the late disco/dance pioneer 
Sylvester. Special performances 
are promised from LZ and the SF 
Gay Men’s Chorus. 

DJ Hawthorne, who will spin, 
says, “We’re taking a break from 
the typical circuit party to instead 
pay homage and respect to. the 
people we’ve lost. The music will 
feature remixes of the ’70s and 
’80s, as well as modern house 
music. We’re really going to cele¬ 
brate how far we’ve come as a cul¬ 
ture, and recognize how far we 
have yet to go in our fight against 
this disease.” 

Advance tickets ($25) may still 
be available at The Cafe, 2367 
Market St.; Body on Castro, 450 
Castro St.; and Medium Rare 
Records, 2310 Market Street. Tix 
at door: $35. Info: 

ghettodisco.com. 

On Friday night, June 25, stage 
and screen star Alan Cumming, 
this year’s SF Pride co-celebrity 
grand marshal, will take the stage 
at Mission High School to join the 
SF Gay Men’s Chorus (Dr. 
Kathleen McGuire, director),the 
SF Lesbian/Gay Freedom Band 
(Jadine Louie, director) and the 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus of SF 
(Stephanie Smith, director) at 
the 26th Annual Pride Concert, All 
You Need Is Love, an all-Beatles 
musical tribute to the late Brian 
Epstein, the unsung (until now) 
gay hero who managed to turn the 
Fab Four into international super- 
stars, at one time topping even 
Jesus on the charts. 

Cumming will sing “Imagine” 
and “Penny Lane” with choral 
backup at Friday night’s big event; 

8 p.m. in Murphy Auditorium, 
Mission High School, 3750 18th 
St., SF. Tickets ($10-$40) at the 
box office, 4053 18th St., SF. Info 
at www.sfgmc.org. Got to get this 
into your life. ▼ 


Digital pride 

M page 97 

growth of the community. 

Brilliantly written, superbly 
acted by all — including the late 
great female impersonator 
Charles Pierce, who plays a friend 
of Arnold’s— Torch Song Trilogy 
is essential viewing. Arnold’s story 
is our story, and if you think 
you’re proud of being gay now, 
just watch this film. It’ll make you 
even prouder! 

A Very Natural Thing (1974) 
Water Bearer Films $29.95 

Films should be judged in the 
context of when they were made, 
not when they are viewed. This 
charming little curio from our not- 
so-distant past is a case in point. 

A Very Natural Thing is a 
charming, low-budget coming-of- 
age drama. Shot on grainy 16mm 
film with a less-than-professional 
cast, it was the first feature-length 
film to present being gay as a “nor¬ 
mal” way of life. The protagonist 


was perfectly happy with himself, 
and made no apologies for it. 

Very Natural preserves gay life 
as it was in New York City in the 
early 1970s. Some of the dialogue 
now seems dated, as characters 
routinely ask each other how long 
they’ve been out. “Hip,” ’70s-style 
dialogue like, “That’s not where I’m 
at,” or, “There’s something heavy 
going on” may elicit a few chuck¬ 
les. But this story of cute, idealistic 
David (Robert Joel) and his search 
for true love still manages to ring 
true. While the film may evoke a 
pre-AIDS era that seems much far¬ 
ther away than it is, its overall 
themes are timeless and universal. 

The film features an extended 
sequence shot at New York’s 1973 
Pride Parade. Intercut between 
shots of David attending the parade 
and meeting a new boyfriend at the 
Christopher Street Pier are inter¬ 
views with actual parade-marchers. 

In a small way, A Very Natural 
Thing preserves the faces and 
voices of these nameless early ac¬ 
tivists for future generations to see 
and learn from. ▼ 
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PERSONALS 


MASSAGE 



Strong Sensitive Hands 

Non-Sexual 


Deep Tissue / Athletic 





EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
415 255-0850 DREW 
_IN/OUT_ 



:ative 

IYWORK 

Empower 
Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

'alder, cm 
hs>447-2700 



Return home to your 
www. kduffcm t. com 


Strong hands 


warm heart 


415 - 


305 


4869 



Personal Touch 

Therapeutic & Erotic 
Deep, Satisfying Massage 
Certified & Discreet 

Daniel 626-4192 Eves/Wknds 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCOHO-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 


BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MINUTES/$40 

CALL: 325-682-56 75 


LOVING 
STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 

STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 




SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 


EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 


BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

CMT 5'6", 130, sensual full body, 
real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 


IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 



FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out 


MAGICAL PROSTATE RUB 

I combine deep tissue, Swedish, 
Tantra. Clean, shower available. 
Good looks, muscular body, Tats. 
Centrally located 415-244-9924 



QUALITY 

BODYWORK 

m 

Deep Swedish 
Shiatsu 

Energy Healing 
L 12 yrs. exp. 

I $50/hr $70/90min. 


Ed Brophy, MA, CMT 
415-647-4388 


MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5 , 8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 


CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 
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MASSAGE 



Swedish, 
deep tissue 
& reflexology 

9am-7pm 


www.touchspa.com. 



707.588.5945 50 min north of sf 

OFF HWY101 7 DAYS 11 AM-11PM SHORT NOTICE OK 
All AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.oneh6tmassage.com 



DISRAELI 


MASSAGE 
5’10” 160lbs 
15.640.2836 

disraelic@yahoo.com 



SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-177lvwvw.sr-hideaway.com ? 

COMPLETE 
FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck*(510)388-4941^ 

Mack's "FullBody" Massage 
In/Out Calls 415-350-0968 

• E27 



SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'67150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. 


Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 


TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic FullBody Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 


14+ yrsexp, Full Tension Release 

•MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out,days/eves,Tom,650-345-7318. 


Sexual Rub/Hot 8" Nudist/Cum To¬ 
gether/E rot i c/Ken/346-4966/$ 80 


Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 650-367-7528^ 



THERAPEUTIC AND SENSUAL SESSIONS AVAILABLE 

415.771.8629 

WWW.MICHAELSOLDIER.COM 



Dean 2401bs 
$75/In 
415.225.7743 


Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 

E26 

GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 


Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

VALLEJO MASSAGE4MEN! 

www.sfgaymassage.com/agino.html 
by appt only: Gino 925 200-6236. ^ 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 
Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

'E26 

Magical Massage Mastery that 
heals while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364 ^ 

DELUXE TANTRIC PLUS 

Nude, full body, Erotic. By nice 
looking, Hot, muscular masseur. 

2 blksW of City Hall, (in only). 

*9 yrs exp. *Gary @ 305-5609 ^ 

EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Steamin' hot, nude erotic touch & 
skilled, intuitive bodywork in warm, 
clean studio nr Dolores Park by tall 
smooth, tanned muse blond w/strong 
hands. 1 hr=$85 2hrs=$100 Heron 
Saline, CMT Also by pre-arrange¬ 
ment: Hypnomassage, neo-tantra & 
hot deep prostate ** your mini-vaca¬ 
tion melt down** 415-706-9740 



Massage 
by Jag 


Authentic Thai Bodywork 
Therapeutic /TINOeep/Tissue 


® De 7 is 

52.812! 


415.252.1 

I www.thairubkrup.c6m 


Jay 

Swedish 

Massage 

CMT 



EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 Erotic, Relaxing 2 
Deeply Stimulating. $100 - 90 min. 
41 yo, blond 6*, 170, friendly, sexy. 
Brad (510) 418-0979 (in Berkeley).^ 

SPEEDO BOY 24 

Attractive, masculine CMT in Union 
Square (415) 929-9224. Apolo. 


NUDE MALE MASSAGE 

SENSUAL & EROTIC 
Eve. Only, South Bay Loc. 
650-248-8485 Leave Msg 4 Danny ^ 

Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 5'7" 150# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 


SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 


LAST FLIGHT OUT 

Cosmic voyagers welcome. Table. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 


EAST BAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For a warm, erotic experience 
Enjoy a nude fullbody massage 
Jim or Darryl (Or Both) $40/HR 
Come & enjoy. 510-527-7630 

E2i 

GREAT HANDS MASSAGE 

Tall 6'5" 245 bind blu Nebraska 
farm boy residing in California 
ready to give great massage. In or 
out $75 per hour. 408-569-3891. 


Therapeutic Massage by strong, high¬ 
ly experienced CMT. 1 HR $35. 90 
minutes $50. Nonsexual only. Down¬ 
town SF, Paul • 415-928-6464. 

' E27 


Sensuality and Sensibility 
www.tgpraxis.net 415-505-8980 


ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 


MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/hr^ 




STRONG, HEALING 

MASSAGE 


UNIQUE, INTUITIVE BLEND OF 
DEEP TISSUE. ACCUPRESSURE & ENEFIGY WORK 
NURTURING & REJUVENATING. 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 

GIOVANNI 415-522-1909 ’““”™ 

giooct @y ahan 


www.shimtantra.com 


. con 
erotic 
body 
and 
snirit 


g : Neil 

fjp- Excellence in 
Santa Rosa 

- ij* 

T 707-586-1826 

www.gr8rubs.com 


San Jose-Full Body Swedish-CMT 
$40/HR-$5511/2-Showers avail. 
8am-9pm 7 Days-Same Day Appt's 
408-288-6169 • Anthony • Air Cond. 


69 (OR MORE) MINUTES... 

U & I 100% Naked. Release all ten¬ 
sions. Safe, Deep & Long: Therapeu¬ 
tic + Erotic. Sexy Stud. CMT Wel¬ 
come everyone! (no limits) Discreet & 
friendly. 37 yo, 6'3", 185#, 8" In 
$69 Out + $20 (S.F.) Available 
longer. Rico 415-621-4202 


Full-Body Erotic Massage 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Body shaving. Body Electric exper. by 
well-built, sexy stud. $55*0ut Extra. 
707-865-2093 Bob. 


FEET HURT? MASSAGE? 

CORNS? BUNIONS? "BAD FEET"? 
Massage Therapist Feet/Body 
Flexible hours/fees 
Call JP 415-497-3499 


San Jose Massage • 408-729-7156 

E 26 

WWW.SFGAYMASSAGE.COM 


HOT ASIAN STUD 

Full body massage 415-385-0502 Ro^ 

HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812 outcall only 


Nude, Erotic, Sensual, Therapeutic, 
by experienced goodlkg, sexy man. 

NEW RECESSION RATES 

near City Hall, 552-1561 Discreet 

_ E26 

RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/MC/Amex 
Steven, CMT (415) 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 

_E26 

Cute boy, 21, br/br, slender 
Smooth, erotic. 424-1502 Out. 

' F 27 


NUDE EROTIC MASSAGE 

6’2” 165# 9X7UC 

VGL* DAVID • 240-9986 


Magnificent Massage Huge Hands 
Relax, Nurture Rich 510-207-0545 

__E36 

GREAT MASSAGE! 

Swedish Accupressure Reflexology 
Sports massage by athletic CMT 
Market & Polk. Therapeutic/Erotic 
Call 415-412-2820 B4 11pm 


Healing Therapeutic Massage 
VISA/MC Kent CMT (510) 845-303 e 6 
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massabf 




Enjoy a .sensual San Francisco style 


massage and a Twin Peaks view today. 
Tired of soft "fingerpainting" when you need 
a strong deep in uscle massage? Clot* to Cwtro 
Clean & Private 

EXCBUntltrWMkMtReCftWry EZ Parking in a St'eAiKi 
or uike 37 Corbett but 

Ctieate raiments mu** 

1 Beat bodywork to the City - Hot Towrria » Warm Studio 
“ Strong, tentttive touch' See the Golden Gate from the top 
" finger* afttwl' otTwinPeaktl 

Call Danny @ 647-9777 

(Vam-lpm) Smny tu> Appl.OK* Efcto ftnufci 



415-341-29491 


$ 80 - in/ouf 



STRESSFUL WEEK? 

Unwind on my table while I 
focus on you. Full body, Swedish 
massage in clean, pvt room. 5'11" 
155# br/gr, swim build. In: $50 1 hr 
Out: $80 1 hr tel. 794-7060 


SENSUAL EROTIC RUBDWN 

Head to toe by handsome man. bavid 
650-938-3728 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT BODY 
WORK WITHOUT ANY 
COMPARISON. TRY IT NOW 

do,3'ii ,175 Ibs.Outgoing.No attitude 
Call 415-255-0850 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual full body massage 

In $50 Out $60 510-420-0112 Ken^ ? 

Tantric Massage by Touch Master 
90 min. $40 for in-shape young guys. 
510-530-4187• In only. 


YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

IN OUT $60 

DAVE 567-7693 

_E26 

***Massage By A Roaring Fire*** 
Muscular & strong gifted hands & 

30 yrs exp. Beautiful warm space 
chip@sfgaymassage.com 810-8140^ 

HANDSOME VENEZUELAN 

Great nude Swedish massage, 26 
Danny 235-6090 Slim, 5'7", 130# 

_[_'_E26 

San Jose Airport area. Hot tub, Mas¬ 
sage & Body Work/Play in a private 
studio. Forest, The Jockstrapped 
Bear, CMT 408-605-1528 


SENSUAL RUB DOWN 

Warm Hands; Hot Holes; Scruffy 
Kip • 5'9" • 160 • 415-424-7290 

___E26 

TOP C.M.T. 

Excellent massage by experienced 
well endowed friendly CMT 320-0302 


Hot pecs*Brown Tight Bod*24hrs 
Friendly* Discreet* Out *540-0269 


MASSAGE IN MARIN 

On a futon. It's more fun! 

Smooth & Slim. Andy 415-461-4135 g 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Awesome! Call Paul 925-890-6833^ 

SOMAHANDS.COM t 

ITALIAN RUB 

Full-body sensual massage. 32, 6T' 
Masculine, well-built, hairy body. 

•ANTON 925-920-0018- 


J Call RON 

- (415) 235-2755 


In/Out 
$100-2 hr 
25-5* 7” -138 



Professional Fooip Body 
with Aroma Oil 

L W jt v? 


THAI MASSAGE 





Swedish/Shiatsu 

415 . 505.4351 


Incredible Swedish/Deep Tissue 
Handsome Beefy Blond CMT Derek 
Therapeutic only 415-424-0148 ^ 

ASIANSTUDENT 

Therapeutic massage w/table. Private 
$ 60/Hr 9-7pm Tim (415) 341-7716^ 

WWW. 

STEPHENPULLIS. 

COM 864-2430 

.•§2/ 

ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative bodywork Kirk Prine 
www.fleshandspirit.org ^ 

East Bay Dudes: Massage, Swedish 
and Sensual, 10am-7pm Jock, 

John (510) 658-2437, Bicyclist 


SENSUAL MASSAGE, 

SOMA 596-3377 

Professional, Comfortable table *** 


KUNDALINI GENIE 

Rapture & Decadent Strokes by 
Gorgeous Asian Party Boy 573-5696 


HOT SURFER BOY 

Blond, blue athletic CMT 8x6 
Ian 205-6378 


BEAR HANDS-SAN JOSE 

Masc, mature, hairy full body mas¬ 
sage $55/hr- In, Outcall avail 
408-315-1776 www.bearhands4u.com 


Black and White couple in Oakland 
offers Butt-Prostrate Swedish & much 
more in a private studio from 10am- 
9pm. All info on web site. Credit 
cards accepted. Paul 510-437-1999. 
WWW.MASSAGEROTIC.COM 


HOT ASIAN MASSAGE 

Excellent full-body Swedish/Sensual 
nice, smooth, in-shape 5'8" 150# 
(415) 994-1276. In $65, Out $85 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 


EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 


BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

CMT 5'6", 130, sensual full body, 
real massage. In/Out. 218-0128 


IT'S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 




ASIAN / THAI 

Thai Massage 

SwedisIVOeep Tissue 

Relaxation 

Therapeutic 

5’9'*, 140lbs.,gyrn lone 

Cad Tu (CMT) 

[ 415 - 999-47871 


Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 

Sensual Thai MSG 
by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 


Thai Massage 
Total Relaxation 
By Attractive Thai Guy 
CMT. Call Pong 

M 5 . 7 iA-.j 6 O 2 


FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out E2? 

MAGICAL PROSTATE RUB 

I combine deep tissue, Swedish, 
Tantra. Clean, shower available. 

Good looks, muscular body, Tats. 
Centrally located 415-244-9924 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244. 3 

CUTE MASSEUR 
225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. 

E26 

SANTA ROSA 
HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-bideaway.com 7 

COMPLETE 
FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your place.Chuck*(510)388-4941 2i} 

Mack's "FullBody" Massage 
In/Out Calls 415-350-0968 



In Deer Park 


Dave Gerdes, 

M.A., C M.T. 



• BODYWORK 
"integral 
massage" 

• COACHING 


For appt. call (415) 497-9200 

www.indeerpark.net 



serious 

massage. 

Certified Massage 
Therapist with 




* Michael CMT 

415 - 235-8605 

• : V . Swedish Massage 

# Nurturing, Therapeutic 
k Ji 




CMT 


SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415 - 864-6384 
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MASSAGE 


MPDEL/ESCORTS 



SENSUAL 

SWEDISH 




Fun city companion with no atti¬ 


tude. 

35y.o.. 6T, 195#, 42*c. 33"w, 6.5c. 
blond, green-eyed, guy next door type. 
Will consider other requests. 

415.552.4493 



Tom BuStone 


Handsome • Hairy • 6’ • 1G0 


Super Hung 
Tutal Top 

Reliable Vanilla 

Professsional Kink 
Trustworthy Domination 
Discreet Role Play 

Safe Massage 


Demand Quality 
415-256-6743 


Calls returned in 5 mins. 

email:TomBuStoneXXX@aol.com 



MasterJeff.com/escort 

SM • BD 
FF • CBT 
Leather 
Training 
Kink 

Safe 

Assertrve ' 
Experienced 

Private 
Dungeon 

36/5'87150 

(415) 
2158396 


Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 


LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage e26 





-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6*3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415 . 385.9623 


Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 E27 

AFFECTION STUD 
ESCORT 

28 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 e3o 

Bl BLK STUD TOP 

Handsome hung and functional 
also friendly and very discreet. 

Out Only. 

CEDRIC • 510 776-5945. 


Hot 8" Nudist/Porn/Oral/Love/Cum/ 
Kink/Fantasy/Ken/346-4966/$80 


CUTE CLEAN CUT BLOND 

5'9" 145lbs 29/30 wst fit slim 
smooth Chris 415-225-4081 


FIREFIGHTER 

6 , l", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 

E26 


laterSIater.com 


RICARDO 

25 yo. 5’ 10". 175# 

www.latino4men.com 




Models Needed 

New Bondage Website 
Good Pay • Solid Bodies Only 

38- 


Mike, 39, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 


GET MORE! (TOP) 
RENTDEREK.COM 

GBM 6' 165# 9.5x6 415-925-3735 


S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9", 170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tatooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 


ARAB-AMERICAN FOOT-TOP 

My 11" Masterful Feet. Pics avlble. 
Email: rickcrickcl@cs.com 


Sexy, Masculine, Buzzcut & Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

Well-hung, big balls, EZ-Goin' 6ft 
Clint*415-540-5311* in/out, 24 hrs 
see pics at www.geocities.com/ 
swingonmythingsf/photopage.html £2& 

6'2"/160lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

HORNY 21Y0 WM 

$120/hr Out only - in SF City 

TALL YOUNG HOT 

$140 in South/East Bay - Out only 

415-596-0734 SHAWN 

COLLEGE STUD 

_ E26 

WORSHIP STR8 GOD!!! 

Submit! 415-336-1863 Surrender! 

E29 



Red Headed All American 
Boy Next Door 


www.bomccain.com 



Hot & Hung, Young & Fun 


415 336-8169 



Anything Goes Asian 57" 135 lbs. 
Tom 415-412-7261 


Submit and Surrender 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

Leatherman Master-Spanking 
BD/CBT/TT/FF- Limits respected & 
expanded. Bob 707-865-2093. - £2? 

HOT 24 HUNG 
LATIN MIX 

5'8" 150 lbs. Masculine, shaved head 
No attitude, discreet, out only, 

Safe 415-540-1210 


LATINO DADDY BARE 

Tall, Hung, Handsome Mexican, 

Uncut, Versatile 

Call Joe 415-225-4963 


EUROPEAN PORN MODEL 

5'9", 215#, 10x6, 35 yo, muscle 
body builder. Out, 24/7, top/versatile 
415-239-6916,225-8827 (cell) 
Antony 


LIVE SHOW!! 

2 hot guys watch or join in. We are 
friendly VGL well hung 1 cut 1 uncut 
both thick. Call by 11pm, near Mar¬ 
ket/Van Ness 412-2820 


Sexy boy, 22, slender, smooth, cute 
Toned, hung 7.5" 415-210-9291 


23, 6'2", 165, sexy, smooth, cute. 
Cell 415-368-5759 Out only. 


9X7 UC TOP 

6’2” 165# SWIMMERS BUILD 

DAVID 240-9986 

___E26 

MODELS, ESCORTS, PORNSTARS 
All atwww.evomen.com 
Hot Dudes for Hot Times 


AN ATTRACTIVE 
HANDSOME GREEK 

will kick back 5'10" 180lbs brn 
hazel eyes uncut thick B4 11pm 
Call 415-412-2830 


SPEEDO BOY 24 

Bottom boy David 415.929.9224 


19YR OLD TWINK 

Latin 5'6", 123#, blck/brn, vers 
7 cut. Out $140 Jay 424-3613 


5'8" 150# 23yrs Smooth Buff 81/2 cut 

STRT ITLN STUD 

Kicks back! Steve 415-994-9409 
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MODEL/ESCORTS 



New in Town!! 
Luke 

Real Photo, 
Blonde, Blue, 22y.o. 
8.5 Thick 

t Downtown Location 
I In/Out • 24/7 

415-722-6745 



WWW.LATERSLATER.COM 

SEXY VERSATILE GUY 

Friendly Latino, smooth body, tan 
Slim, cleanout, gym toned, 26yo 
57", 130#, 7x6 Erik 235-6090 


DOWN ON YOUR KNEES 

28yo, dirty white punk skin 
6 , 1" 165# shaved head-blue eyes 
Black boots - In/Out JT 571-0735 


AT YOUR SERVICE 

Vers • Oral • Anal* Passionate 
30 • 5'9" • 160 • Inked • blond/blue 
Karl • 415-424-7290 


24 HOURS 

BRN HAIR 9 IN 29IN WAIST 

305-3003 


NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

Available 24/7 for safe fun and 
Erotic Massage. Outcalls 
25y/o 130 lbs 57" 8cut versatile 
Call Domingo 
415-336-4188 


VERY HARD & BIG 

Experienced top, well endowed 
Will make you Happy! 207-6486 

Middle Eastern American 
5'8" 145 6.5x5 cut, hairy muscle 

PLAYFUL. NO ATTITUDE 

$100 Out 415-652-2545 Asa 


Hot yng ath blk 9" 

Out only Tevin 415-724-2704 



WWW.RIPPEDESCORT.COM 



NATURALLY SMOOTH GYMNAST PHYSIQUE 


57” • 145# • 28w • I 4 a • 6pk abs 

FRIENDLY & PASSIONATE 

323*363*1765 


HOT LATINO 

For full-body nude massage handsome 
masculine and friendly. Call Luis 
415-336-0419 In or Out 


415-739-9217 $120 out only 

SIZE 12 FEET 21 YO WM 


EUROPEAN 

8 1/2 uncut thick vers 
Downtown 346-8439 Marco 


CHUBBY SEXY ASIAN BTM 

Smooth, Cute, Bubbly. In $60 
415-613-6530 NATA 


SPANK ME 24 

Attractive Jock (415) 273-5707 


AFFECTIONATE 
KISSABLE, CUTE 
BOTTOM BOY 

26, slim, smooth & I love to kiss! 
Blond, Blue & Tatooed; No drugs. 
Friendly, STD & Ego free!!! Out Only 
$120 plus cab, 415-871-4228 SEAN 


Distinguished Daddy 
Handsome and Hung 571-9545 
Sensual Bodyrub $75 Kent ^ b 

www.handsontouch.org/kered 
Fetish play with SF's only 

INTERSEX 

COMPANION 

Kered, (415) 255-1164 

Latin Top 29 www.sfstuds.com $140 
Smooth, Safe Uncut Pgr 303-0347^ 


HOT TOP 9.5X6 

Thick and cut. Friendly Companion. 
Slim, handsome/attr young man, 33. 
From Mild to Wild. Leather/Kink + 
Out calls only. Beginners welcome. 
(415) 860-8549, www.Mitch4rent.com 

Frat Hunk 

Solid/Masculine/Affectionate 
Out 415-640-4045 


Black College Stud, Out calls 

SF E Bay (510) 932-6577 25yrs old 6 

Top Blk Island Papi In/Out 
510-395-6353 


TWO HOT TOPS!! 

Fantasies role play mild 2 wild 
Convenient Market St. location 
Call by 11pm 415-412-2820 


Anthony hot, vers top 

9-1/2” X 6” CUT 

masc 6'2" 180 smooth crew cut sexy, 
fun play avail 24/7 & travel 724-5140 



Call any ad 1st! Flexible rates! 
Massage Top, Bottom 24hrs 724-3252 


HOT GO MODEL 

5'8" 160# Bobby 415-424-9879 
Older only 


BLK/AMER IND STUD 

5'H", 185# muscular for worship 
Oral Jay 415-424-8841 


19YR HOT TWINK 

5'6"/123 Ltn Smooth 7 cut vers 
In/Out $140 hr Jay 424-3613 


20YO CUBAN BOY 

Friendly and good looking stud 
Hot body hung 7", fat uncut meat 
Smooth Eduardo SF 415/305-8194 
Out calls only. 


HOW MUCH PRIDE CAN U RIDE? 
HOT MASC KICKBACK TOP OR 

SF’S #1 DUO 

32Y0 5'11" 170 BRN/BLUE 8" CUT 
2nd is Italian 30yo sexy & hung Big 

JAKE 415-336-1584 

E26 

UNBEARABLY SPICY! 

Brillant & Shining Touch Wizard. 
Caramel Camel Boy Humping 
573-5696 


6ft #155 9" Discreet/Pro 240-8676 b 

HAIRY BUFF STUD 

Shvd head 5'11" 160# 30w blu 8.5" 
www.studfiles.com/ca450.html 
In/Out Wayne 415-420-8096 




Out &U/ 'ftzAll'A&L'Z 


'Trio ftoy &PzciAL bit 



415.596.6235 

DaddyBRUNO.com 



MUSCLE 
S&M TOP 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls onj^ 

LEATHER 

TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 

Page 650-523-9133, and massage E?b 

Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 

E27 


■i'liAWi/raiw 

MASCULINE TOP MID 40$ 6'3185' 
ENJOY SCENES FROM SLOW. SENSUAL 
& PASSIONATE TO LEATHER & KINK. 

UNHURRIED & DISCREET. 
EXPLORE SOMETHING NEW WITH ME! 


CALL DUKE 415 436-9379 


FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 


Mike, 39, 5'10", 190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100 (415) 863-8932 


GET MORE! (TOP) 
RENTDEREK.COM 

GBM 6' 165# 9.5x6 415-425-3735 


AFFECTION STUD 
ESCORT 

JS'EWH 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 


Bl BLK STUD TOP 

Handsome hung and functional 
also friendly and very discreet. 
Out Only. 

CEDRIC • 510 776-5945. 


Hot 8" Nudist/Porn/Oral/Love/Cum/ 
Kink/Fantasy/Ken/346-4966/$80 


CUTE CLEAN CUT BLOND 

5'9" 145lbs 29/30 wst fit slim 
smooth Chris 415-225-4081 


S BAY LATIN HUNK 

www.juniortorres.com 
35yr 5'9", 170 100% vers 
8 1/2 thick uncut very discreet 
open minded, tatooed, 
goatee, masculine, will travel. 
408-607-5113 cell 

E26 

ARAB-AMERICAN FOOT-TOP 

My 11" Masterful Feet. Pics avlble. 
Email: rickcrickcl@cs.com 

E28 

Sexy, Masculine, Buzzcut & Goatee 

SHVD. HEAD STUD 

Well-hung, big balls, EZ-Goin' 6ft 
Clint*415-540-5311* in/out, 24 hrs 
see pics at www.geocities.com/ 
swingonmythingsf/photopage.html 


■MM 
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MODEL/ESCORTS 





JASON MAXWELL 

HOT BI STUD 

in San Francisco 
July 141 h - 2tst Only? 


MIREC 


6 ’ 0 ” • 178 # 

31 y.o. 

Eastern European Hunk 
with Gorgeous Body. 

10x6 Perect Uncut 

415.730.0568 

Please Unblock 
Your Number. 


QUESTIONS? ANSWERS! 

Avail? June 24- July I Only! 

Honest? Always. Cocksize? Length II" Cut. girth 7". 
Get hard? Yes. Why? Always horny and take Viagra. 
Top? Mostly. Bottom? Sometimes. Suck? Yes. Get 
sucked? (Who doesn't?) Fetishes? Yes. What you get? 
What you want! If not? I won t make an appt. Why? 
Because I am not a thief and won’t waste your time! 
In a Hurry? Never! Stats? 43. 511". 1751b blond/blue. 
In Calls? Near Twin Peaks. Out? Yes! 

■ Email? bigryanholmesiiaDl.com ■ 
Ryan 323-445-7822 


28 y/o, 6,180 
Smooth VGL Bi Guy 
678-699-1468 
www.JasoriMaxwell.net 


f When only the BEST wiLfdoT] 


Jake Walker 


(415)412-1451 


Top5Fstud.com 


Massage Therapy and 
Escorting Available 


#1 Rated Escort in S.F. 

* 30 y.o., 6ft., 170# 

* 8” cut, thick 

* Italian/French background 

* Hot & MASCULINE 

* Sexy Blue eyes OUT 

* Exceptional good looks 

* ZERO Attitude!! 

* Very DISCREET a Professional 




Amyn 67165/8”/ 
24yo Massage & 
Escort in & out 
415 577 393a 



9"x6" 
40yo 
6'2" 
155# 
Hung 
Top 


Passionate 

Handsome 

Versatile 

Friendly 

Beautiful 

Hazel Eyes 

5'11'7175# 

Very Well 

Equipped 



PEOPLE 



(fieri and adventurous. Areyou warm, 
a m spiritually aware? I you enjoy watcfiin 


(Never a charge to responi FREE) 


Husband Wanted* 

le represent a handsome GWM, HIV-, age 51, 

D* wnh brown hair & eyes with a muscular build. 
As a physician in San Francisco, he loves travel, 
d food, volunteering, independent films and 


i\ 


Freejmerriberships 


exceptionallmenjages 


‘models tortured five 


www.gaymillionaireselub.Gom 


Hot B —1 

local Guvs! | MrN | 

Bay Area s hottest chat/in e 

Men Meet Men Right Now! 


Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 



415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 



Record & Listen to personal ads 

0 J @©8 

code: 1010 


415 - 247-2000 

510 - 814-6699 

707 - 522-5001 

916 - 489-9800 

209 - 473-5959 

559 - 271-9999 


18+ Origin: 1-800-825-1598 


wtfttW 



• Live Talk 

• Meet Ads 

• Voice Mail 

24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415)981-8123 


White male mid 50's slim, hung seeks 
hung white male for mutual sucking, 
69. 415-731-0302 Evenings. 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 
Call Days 707-823-3895 


Blow jobs 510-849-2828 Berkeley E2 

SPANKING OVER MY KNEE 
Experienced, Safe, Role-play/Real 
415-864-2766 Beginners welcome^ 

Wmale, mid 5o's, slim, hung seeks 
hung W male for mutual suck 69 
415-731-0302 Eve 


I need someone to sing to. 
Yashewa 520- 529-9376 


STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

WWW.TWEAKER.ORG 

WWW.TWEAKER.ORCj ; 

OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? 

GWM, high-tech professional, 53, 
HIV-, brn hair & eyes, 5'11" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Areas preferred. Visit 
www.dukepersonalsearch.com client 
ad 2738. (FREE). 


Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. 


Bare-Assed Spanking 
Experienced, Safe: 415-929-1185 E42 

Body Trim & Shave "Castro Area Lo¬ 
cation" Call 4 apptmt*626-1168 E2<> 

GET SEXT 

Free during Pride weekend. "That a 
cell phone in your pocket or just 
eager to hookup?" See who's ready to 
meet Right Now! Send Text-Message 
'castro' to 415-533-2710. Read in¬ 
stant txt-msgs from horny guys. 

100% Anonymous. 
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PEOPLE 


BuyJungleJuice.com 

Best prices online! 


MEN 

Local * Live * Now 



1-900-505-2323 ($i.99/min) 18+ www.lnteractiveMale.com 


m®P 


San Francisco 

415-402-1010 


408-257-4411 

925-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-859-2000 


Call Toll FREE 

1-800-777-8000 


OVER 60? 

Join a Gay Men's Group in SF 
for exploration and healing 
with fellow elders of the gay 
tribe. For info: A Chinen, 

(415) 564-3337 


£ SAN FRANCISCO 



fm 


f 


PARTY 
2ND FRI. EACH MONTH 
Hivtn sessiins msi avjuuiu 

J15 8BJ.27BB 



C 2004 COLD DAY IN HELL PRODUCTIONS, IMAGE. © 2004 LORENZO GOMEZ 


❖ HOT LOCAL MEN 24/7 


BayAreaR 


REAJfEPORTER 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


Indicate 
Type Style 
HereT 


X-BOLD 


Stops Here ▼ 


BOLD Stops Here ▼ CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS. double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


L 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 
D Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


3-Digit Security Code 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Number of Issues Classification 


Amount Enclosed 


L± 


I I 


L L 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 





































































































































































































TONY FONG 


























Dick Wolf, Carlos Morales, 

Tag Adams, & Diego De La Hoya 


Gay Pride Weekend! 

Saturday 
June 26, 2004 


ROCKHARD 

518 Castro @ 18th St. 

San Francisco 

1 JMk 

Get a FREE 

■iSp 

HOT HOUSE 

0 J V 

SHOWCASE 


DVD! 

• ^ '4 v 

HotHouse.com 









